
Future Hall of Fame football player, Tom Brady, has already had an incredible career. It's not even over yet and 
many “experts” say he's the greatest NFL quarterback ever. During his twenty seasons with the New England 
Patriots 😏 👎, he led the team to the Super Bowl an unprecedented nine times, winning six times. Note well,  
he lost twice in the Super Bowl to my NY Giants 💪👍. He has been MVP of the league three times. 
 
That said, six quarterbacks were drafted before Tom Brady in the 2000 NFL Draft. All those quarterbacks had 
unspectacular careers and have been out of football for years. Everybody who knows Tom Brady says he has 
never forgotten that six teams took a pass on him in favor of another quarterback. It has helped drive him to 
greatness. In fact, he was not a star quarterback in high school or college in the classic sense. At every level of 
football, he was overlooked. His former coach, Bill Belichick, aware of what drove Tom Brady, created an 
environment that kept Tom Brady from ever feeling secure, further stoking the fire within his star quarterback.  
My point? What drives us is sometimes complicated. It's good to be aware of it. If it drives us to maximize our 
potential, it might not be the worst thing in the world. 
 
No biblical figure has been psychoanalyzed more than Saint Paul. He is one of the greatest theologians, 
missionaries and writers in the Church. There are 27 books or letters in the New Testament. Thirteen of them are 
attributed to Paul. Known originally as Saul, he was born Jewish in Tarsus, now part of modern day Turkey. 
Raised as a Pharisee, he was sent to Jerusalem where he studied, “at the feet of Gamaliel,” a famed rabbi (Acts 
22:3). Paul was a zealous follower of the Jewish Faith. He first encountered “The Way” several years after the 
Passion, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Our Lord. Paul quickly became one of the more zealous 
persecutors of the early Church. Wherever he heard there were followers of Jesus, he sought to have them hunted 
down and punished. His name was known and feared among the believers of Jesus. 
 
Today's first reading from the Acts of the Apostles highlights Saint 
Stephen. He was one the first deacons in the Apostolic Church, and 
unfortunately, it's first martyr. Stephen had proclaimed his faith in Jesus 
and boldly proclaimed before a Jewish political and religious council their 
responsibility for Jesus’ death. This enraged the members of the council. 
He was dragged outside the city and stoned to death. As he was dying, 
Stephen shouted, “Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit” and “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them” (Acts 7:59-60). Those words should sound familiar 
to you. They are essentially the same last words Jesus said before He 
died on the Cross. Stephen patterned both his life and death after Our 
Lord’s. As Stephen was being stoned to death, his murderers laid their 
cloaks at the feet of Saul who looked on approvingly. The murder of 
Stephen was going to haunt Paul the rest of his life. 
 
As we know, Paul's life changed on the road to Damascus. The greatest persecutor of the Church had an 
encounter with Our Risen Lord. Paul realized the error of his ways. He now understood the gravity of his actions 
against those who believed in Christ Jesus. This newfound awareness galvanized Paul to become the most 
significant missionary in Church history. To Paul, in Christ, God the Father had launched a new era in salvation 
history. Israel’s Messiah had inherited both the temporal and heavenly world. Everybody who believed in Jesus 
inherited the blessings which come with the Kingdom. Paul was willing to suffer any hardship in order to proclaim 
Jesus as Lord. Today, Saint Paul is recognized alongside Saint Peter as a pillar of the Apostolic Church. 
 
What motivates a person is sometimes complicated. For instance, most of us know the feeling of being overlooked 
or viewed in a dismissive manner. Ultimately, as Catholics, we should be zealous for God. We should seek to 
please Him alone. That stated, perhaps we can learn from Saint Paul. He never forgot how he persecuted the 
infant Church. He never forgot consenting to the murder of Saint Stephen. As fallen human beings, we have all 
done our fair share of damage through our sins. If confessed, we should trust in the forgiveness and mercy of God. 
He makes something good come from those confessed sins. In turn, let the remorse we have for our sins, drive us 
to maximize our potential as disciples of Christ Jesus. 
 


