
My brother has a brother-in-law, who is not Catholic. He didn't grow up in a religious home. He was never even
baptized. He considers himself agnostic. This is his second marriage. He and his wife were both widowed at young
ages. To his credit, he goes to Catholic Church every Sunday with his wife. They have a somewhat new pastor.
Apparently, he is a fire and brimstone preacher. Also, he instituted a number of new requirements for the Religious
Education program, such as, mandatory Mass attendance. Many people are not thrilled about it.

This past summer, they were telling me that the parishioners were split down the middle on the pastor. For example,
the non-Catholic, non-religious husband likes him. His born and bred Catholic wife is not crazy about him. The
non-Catholic husband told me that what he admires about his pastor is that he senses that the pastor truly believes
what he is teaching. Plus, he feels that he takes the responsibility of being a priest seriously. The people who don't
like the pastor, in his opinion, don't believe in many of the Church teachings. He includes his wife in this category.
Nor do the vast majority of Religious Education parents want to go to Church on Sunday. He went on to tell me that
he finds Catholics interesting. To him, everybody seems to want a God and/or a Church on their own terms.
Although not a believer, he thinks it's the wrong mentality to have when it comes to religion.

In today's Gospel reading, Jesus announces that one of his
disciples will betray him. He tells them that the one He hands a
piece of bread to after dipping it in a dish will be the one who will
betray Him.  He then dips the bread and hands it to Judas, who
takes it. I find that interesting. Perhaps, he was giving Judas one
last chance to back out of his plan. Judas could have refused the
piece of bread. However, he took the piece of bread, rose from the
table and left the house. We all know the rest of the story.

Why did Judas betray Jesus? We don't know for sure. The Gospels
do not divulge his thoughts. We do know that he was a minor
thief. He would steal from the money bag of donations. That
stated, it's not believed he did it for the money. It wasn't a
significant amount of money and he gave it back in the end. Nor
does it seem that he wanted Jesus to die. He greeted Jesus with a
kiss when he came with the soldiers and various Jewish religious
officials. Later, he was genuinely upset that Jesus was condemned
to die.

Most likely, Judas became disillusioned with Jesus. He wanted Jesus to be a political and militaristic Messiah. We
know at that point in history, many Jewish people desired and expected that type of Messiah. Judas was possibly
even betraying Jesus to speed up the process. In other words, he was trying to force the hand of Jesus by turning
Him over to His enemies. He was hoping Jesus would respond with force. Basically, Judas wanted a Messiah on his
terms.

I think what was said by my brother's non-Catholic, non-religious brother-in-law is worth reflecting upon. Do you
want a God and/or a Church on your terms? The problem with that mindset is that we need to always accept God on
His terms. On our part, it initially requires a docility of spirit. In time, His ways and His wisdom become clearer to
us. If we don't accept Him on His terms, it's easy to become disillusioned. Judas betrayed the Lord because he
wanted a Messiah on his terms. Obviously, he made a massive misjudgment. I think wherever you are on the
Church spectrum, it's a mistake from which we can learn.


