
One of the more memorable and inspiring aspects of a Papal

Audience occurs when groups of pilgrims from around the world

sing songs and waive flags from their native countries as a way 

to honor the Pope.  It definitely gives you an idea of the universality

of the Catholic Faith.  It’s easy to forget that Catholic means

“universal” in Greek.  A Papal Audience and/or Papal Mass will

remind you, or better yet, show you what Catholic means.  It's quite

inspiring to witness.  It has always made me feel as if I were part of

something much larger than myself.  In a sense, it's an international

and supernatural brotherhood/sisterhood.  We can find Catholics 

anywhere in the world.  We may look different. Catholics grow up 

in various cultures and have different tastes and preferences. 

However, we are all united through our Catholic Faith and our

Faith’s visible head on earth, the Pope.  A Papal Audience makes

you proud to be Catholic.

Today is Pentecost Sunday.  Fifty days after the first Easter, the Holy Spirit was made known to the world.  For

those interested, Pentecost comes from a Greek word that means “fiftieth.”  On that fiftieth day, the disciples were

self-isolating, quarantined if you will.  It wasn't because of a pandemic.  In their case, it was out of fear of

nonbelievers.  On the first Pentecost, the disciples heard a mighty wind and saw tongues of fire.  This recalled the

loud and fiery descent of Yahweh on Mount Sinai during the Exodus.  Initially, the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostles

and early disciples of Jesus to go out and share with others their belief in Jesus as Lord, the Divine Messiah.  To

help them do this, a miracle took place.  According to The Acts of the Apostles, the disciples could now, at least

temporarily, either speak in foreign languages or the foreigners listening to them could hear them in their own

languages.  It's a bit unclear which one happened.  Anyway, on that day, the population of Jerusalem was swollen

with Jewish pilgrims, from all over the Mediterranean world, because there was a Jewish feast taking place.

Empowered by the gifts of the Spirit, the Apostles shared our Faith with these pilgrims and there were many

conversions.

One of the vigil readings for Pentecost cites an Old Testament story about man’s attempt to build a tower reaching

the heavens at Babel.  As a result of sin and human pride, God dispersed people throughout the world and gave

them diverse languages which made communication and unity with one another difficult.  A new era in salvation

history began when Jesus told the Apostles shortly before His ascension to, “Go to all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).  The descent of the Spirit, on

Pentecost, gave the Apostles the power they needed to follow Jesus’ command.  God now wanted to unify all

people through faith in Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Unfortunately, as the events of this week highlight, we are still a divided people.  However, we are much less

divided than two thousand years ago,  We have a much greater awareness of the planet and of each other.  The

Gospel has been preached in every nation on earth.  Even in lands where there hasn't yet been a rich harvest, the

Gospel has positively affected the culture in some manner.

Pope Francis taught in his apostolic exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, that diversity is part of what makes the

world so beautiful.  When cultural diversity enters into a process of dialogue and reconciliation, there is solidarity.

Unity prevails over conflict when there is faith, hope and love.  Unity brought by the Spirit can harmonize every

diversity and pacify every conflict.  Please pray from the heart to the Holy Spirit and to the Blessed Mother, for

peace in our country and in the world.


