
Today, I finished writing a letter to the eighth grade graduation class of Saint Peter’s School.  It is for their

yearbook.  I wrote to them that they learned a tough lesson this year.  Sometimes things go wrong

unexpectedly in life.  Then in turn, like it or not, they must adjust and make the best of it.  I was referring to the

Coronavirus interrupting their final year at Saint Peter’s.  I didn't have the heart to tell them that actually things

go wrong all the time in life.  Unfortunately, they will find that out in time.  However, this quarantine was a very

big disruption.

Today's first reading is from The Second Letter of Saint Paul to

Timothy.  Paul knew a thing or two about things going wrong. 

Throughout his post-conversion life, he was shunned by former

brethren.  Paul was double-crossed, beaten and vilified.  He

most likely wrote this letter in the mid 60s AD while imprisoned

in Rome.  His imprisonment only ended with his beheading. 

One reason Paul wrote the letter to Timothy was to encourage

him.  Timothy was having a difficult time in the city of Ephesus,

which is now part of modern day Turkey.  It was a city Paul had

earlier evangelized.  He left his young protégée, Timothy,

behind to lead the local Church. Catholic tradition holds that

Timothy is Ephesus’ first bishop.

That stated, what Paul had taught to the Ephesians was being challenged by false teachers. These “teachers”

were presenting their own ideas, as Gospel truth.  It was causing a lot of confusion and division among the

faithful.  To complicate matters, Timothy was young and apparently reserved by nature.  In the letter, Paul

urged him to step up and be a man.  He reminded Timothy that, “God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a

spirit of power and love and self-control” (2 Timothy 1:7).  Paul did not sugarcoat the struggles that lay ahead

for Timothy.  He wrote to him that suffering is inevitable for a defender of the Faith.  In fact, “...all who desire to

live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).  Nevertheless, Paul wrote Timothy that he

must remain strong in order to pass the torch to others, who will teach and defend the Gospel for future

generations.

No matter how blessed we might be, all our lives involve various struggles.  Unfortunately, some struggles are

constant and others unexpected.  When things go wrong in life, and they always do, it is okay to be angry

about it, as long as we express that anger in a reasonable manner.  It is wise to review what we could have

done differently to have avoided the situation.  Sometimes there is nothing we could have done differently. 

Then, and perhaps most importantly, we need to make the best out of the situation.  The Class of 2020 had

their final year of school discombobulated.  They had to adapt and make the best of it.  We too have had our

year unexpectedly disturbed.  Have we made the best of it?  If not, what could we have done differently?


