
LESSONS FROM GENESIS 1-3



1. The Creation
 0. Introduction:
 0.1 The three sessions:
 1) Gen 1: The World as God's Temple according to the 

Priest
 2) Gen 2-3: The Garden, the Presence of Evil and the 

First Gospel
 3) Gen 1-3 in Ancient and Contemporary Culture 

(Myth, Literature and Evolution)



 0.2. Bibliography:
 Brown R.E., An Introduction to the New Testament

(Doubleday 1997).
 Wenham, Gordon J. Genesis 1–15. Vol. 1. Word Biblical

Commentary. Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998.
 Walton, John H. Genesis. The NIV Application

Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.
 Orchard, Bernard, and Edmund F. Sutcliffe, eds. A

Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture. Toronto; New
York; Edinburgh: Thomas Nelson, 1953.



 1. Creation in Genesis 1
 1.1. Pentateuch – introductory issues
 A) The name



Zwój Tory 



Pojemniki na zwoje 



Zwój Tory 



 B) The author - not Moses
 Abraham Ibn Ezra (1089–1167)
 Baruch Spinoza (Tractatus teologico-politicus, 1670;

Amsterdam – Hamburg)
 Richard Simon (Histoire critique de Vieux Testament,

1678)



Abraham Ibn Ezra (1092-1167), 
Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677)



J. Astruc (1684 -1766), J. G. 
Eichhorn (1753-1827)



Wilhelm Martin Leberecht de Wette (1780 -1849)



J. Wellhausen (1844-1918)



 Traditional Documentary Theory
 1) Jahwistic author (J) (X BC) southern Israel
 2) Elohistic author (E) (IX BC) the North of Israel
 3) Deuteronomistic author (D) (VIII-VII BC)
 4) Priest (P), after Exile



Jerozolima



 C) The time – VI BC
 D) The purpose



 1.2. Gen 1: date, author and purpose of the work
 A) The author - Priest
 B) The time: the 6th BC
 C) The purpose: apology of Jahwistic religion



 1.3. Composition and literary genre
 a) rhythmic prose (close to poem) with refrain „And

God saw that x was good”
 b) composition subdivided in the consecutive days in

which God creates the world
 c) climax – the sixth day and the creation of mankind
 d) the poetic character of the composition does not

allow any fundamentalist or scientific interpretations



Day 1 Light Day 4 Luminaries

Day 2 Sky Day 5 Birds and Fish

Day 3 Earth and 
Plants

Day 6 Animals and Man
(Plants for food)

Day 7 Sabbath



 2. Textual analysis
 Genesis 1:1-2

WTT Genesis ית1:1 אְּבֵראִׁש֖ יםָּבָר֣ תֱא�ִה֑ ִיםֵא֥ תַהָּׁשַמ֖ ֶרץ׃ְוֵא֥ ָהָאֽ
2ֶרץ הְוָהָא֗ הּו֙ ָהְיָת֥ הּוֹת֨ ֶׁש�ָוֹב֔ יםְו֣רּוחַ ְת֑הֹוםַעל־ְּפֵנ֣יְוֹח֖ ֶפתֱא�ִה֔ ְמַרֶח֖

ִים׃ַעל־ְּפֵנ֥י ַהָּמֽ



 In the beginning (1,1-2)

 RSV Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep;
and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the
waters.



 w.1-2 – bereshit bara Elohim
 Four possible understandings of the syntax of 

these verses have been defended.



 1. “In the beginning when God created … , the earth 
was without form.…” (Ibn Ezra)

 2. “In the beginning when God created … (now the 
earth was formless) God said.…” (Rashi)

 3. “In the beginning God was the creator of heaven and 
earth.”

 4. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep”



 RSV 2 Maccabees 7:28 I beseech you, my child, to look 
at the heaven and the earth and see everything that is 
in them, and recognize that God did not make them 
out of things that existed. Thus also mankind comes 
into being.

 (2 Ma. 7:28 RSV)



 The first day (1,3-5)
 3 And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was

light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, one day.





 The second day (1,6-8)
 6 And God said, "Let there be a firmament in the

midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters." 7 And God made the firmament and
separated the waters which were under the firmament
from the waters which were above the firmament. And
it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven.
And there was evening and there was morning, a
second day.





 The third day (1,9-13)
 9 And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be

gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, "Let the
earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to
its kind, upon the earth." And it was so. 12 The earth
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, a
third day. (Gen. 1:9-13 RSV)



 The fourth day (1,14-19)
 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of

the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15

and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to
give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16 And God made
the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and
the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. 17

And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give
light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and
there was morning, a fourth day. (Gen. 1:14-19 RSV)



 The fifth day (1,20-23)
 20 And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of

living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
firmament of the heavens.“ 21 So God created the great sea
monsters and every living creature that moves, with which
the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds
multiply on the earth.“ 23 And there was evening and there
was morning, a fifth day. (Gen. 1:20-23 RSV)







 The sixth day (1,24-31)
 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps
upon the earth." 27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said to
them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth.„



 (…) 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, a sixth day.



 What’s image and likeness of God in us (ww.26-
27)?

 Celem – sth hewn. Demut – likeness, icon. Referred
to the statues of rulers. Both terms, צלם i ,דמות appear
in the old Aramaic inscription from IXth BC from Tell
Fakhariyeh (the statue of king Haddu-yisi).



 The meaning of God’s image and likeness in man:
 a) intellectual and spiritual abilities – reason, will
 4 He placed the fear of them in all living beings, and

granted them dominion over beasts and birds. 5 6 He
made for them tongue and eyes; he gave them ears and
a mind for thinking. 7 He filled them with knowledge
and understanding, and showed them good and evil. 8

He set his eye upon their hearts to show them the
majesty of his works.

 (Sir. 17:4-8 RSV)



 b) relationship son - father Gen 5,3
 3 When Adam had lived a hundred and thirty years, he 

became the father of a son in his own likeness, after his 
image, and named him Seth. (Gen. 5:3 RSV)



 c) eternal life within us Gen 9,5-6; Wis 2,23
 23 for God created man for incorruption, and made 

him in the image of his own eternity, (Wis. 2:23 RSV)



 d) man and woman capable of giving life
 e) dominion over the world, man as God’s

representative, a share in king’s authority



 3. IMPORTANT MESSAGES OF THE CREATION ACCOUNT

 A. Creation Is Good
 B. We Are a Special Creation, Made Like God
 C. God Is Our Father
 D. The Cosmos Is a Temple



 THE TRUTH OF THE CREATION ACCOUNT

 A) The Church does not require Christians to believe
either that the universe came to be in six literal days or
that it did not; Christians are free to interpret the
scientific evidence for themselves.



 B) The truth of Genesis, however, is not at all in
doubt. Genesis may use poetic and figurative
language, but the important message that
language expresses is clear. The universe is God’s
creation, and that creation is good. It was creation ex
nihilo, out of nothing. Moreover, the creation of
man—however it may literally have taken place in
time—is a special act by God.



 C) The Church has given some guidelines for
understanding the scientific data about cosmic and
human origins in light of the biblical doctrine. It has
ruled out atheistic evolution—the belief in blind
progress unguided by God (see Pius XII, Humani
Generis 35).



 D) The Genesis creation narrative establishes a
theological worldview. Its purpose is not scientific, but
apologetic, countering the many myths of the ancient
Near East. . The relationship between God and
creation is the basis for all the rest of biblical
revelation (CCC 337–44).



 4. The Creation in Art 



William Blake, Creation



P. Brueghel, Creation



Michelangelo, The Creation of Light



Michelangelo, The creation of Sun and Moon



1800, Elohim Creating Adam, by William Blake



H. Bosch, Adam and Eve



Chagall, The creation of man



Cranach Elder, Paradise



Michelangelo, The creation of man



A. Duerer, Adam and Eve



 1.4.3. Music
 1) Joseph Haydn, The Creation (Die Schöpfung), H

ob.XXI:2 (1798 )
 This oratorio, one of only two Haydn composed, is

generally regarded as one of his greatest
accomplishments. In three parts, it retells the first
story of creation, narrated in Gen 1:1–2:4a. Haydn’s
piece begins with the wonderfully expressive
instrumental “Representation of Chaos,” and then
proceeds to narrate the Genesis material through the
voices of Gabriel, Raphael, and Uriel.



 Chaos
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VY99S_SkvfE
 Die Himmel erzaehlen
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cza__dgggzs&feat

ure=related



 2) Aaron Copland, “In the Beginning” (1947)
 3) Gabriel Fauré, La Chanson d’Eve, Op. 9 5 (1907–

10)



Biblia w kulturze: Stworzenie
 1.4.4. Film
 1) Creation, 2010
 Http://www.abc.net.au/atthemovies/txt/s2931068.htm
 The story behind the writing of 'ON THE ORIGIN OF

SPECIES' by Charles Darwin is the centrepiece of
CREATION, from British director Jon Amiel. Darwin,
played by PAUL BETTANY, is at a crisis point in his life. His
favourite daughter Annie - MARTHA WEST - has died,
despite extreme treatment, and Darwin is bereft. Annie
had been the child most interested in his work and she
maintains a ghostly presence throughout the film.



Biblia w kulturze: Stworzenie
 But it's not only the trauma of losing Annie that is

causing Darwin grief, he's aware of the explosive
nature of his work. Will it destroy people's belief in
religion? This is a sensitive matter because Darwin's
wife Emma - JENNIFER CONNELLY - is deeply
religious and one of his great friends is the local
minister Reverend Innes - JEREMY NORTHAM.



Biblia w kulturze: Stworzenie
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