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HAPPY BIRTHDAY MOM!

Visit TapIntoYorktown.net for the latest news.

Sell Your Home for TOP DOLLAR
with Yorktown’s Real Estate Specialist

Visit: YorktownHeightsRealEstate.com
or Email: Mike@MikeTrinch.com

Michael Trinchitella
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

FREE
Home Evaluation
Anytime — No Cost or Obligation
Call 914.243.3051
YorktownHouseValues.com

CLASSIC REALTY

BY KATHERINE BORCHERT
STAFF WRITER

With many in the community facing 
hardships due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and unprecedented job losses, residents 
have come out in droves to help their fellow 
neighbors, including supporting the local 
food bank Community Food Pantry at St. 
Mary’s Mohegan Lake.

� e food pantry, which operates from 
9-11 a.m. on Saturdays, feeds, on average, 90 
to 120 families in need each week. According 
to Patricia Slavin, who sits on the board of 
St. Mary’s, the food pantry has been feeding 
more than 200 families each week.

While community members and local 
businesses have donated money and food 
to the pantry, Boy Scout Troop 238 has 
been rebuilding the St. Mary’s community 
garden to help provide fresh produce.

“We do like to get involved in service 
projects. � is was another project that they 
thought the Boy Scouts could do and we 
were happy to do it,” said Scoutmaster Ste-
phen Scott.

� e Rev. Robert Quarato, a pastor at 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Shrub 
Oak, recommended Troop 238 for the task 
and the Seton parish has been providing 

Scouts, community step up 
for St. Mary’s Food Pantry 

Visiting great-grandma 
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Rearden Lipowski visits his great grandmother Carmie Overton 
in Je� erson Village.
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John C. Hart Librarian’s give check for $650 to St. Mary’s Food Pantry.
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funding for the project.
� e Scouts began the rehab project in 

March before social distancing precautions 
went into e� ect.

“We had all hands on deck in the begin-
ning, dismantling the old garden and or-
ganizing the wood and everything,” Scott 
said. “Initially we thought that they wanted 
to plant by May 1 and I thought that, no 
matter what, we’ll pretty much be able to 
handle that kind of time frame and then 
this virus hit. � at threw a monkey wrench 
in our plans.”

Even so, Troop 238 continued to work 
on the project in father-son teams.

“We have high-ranking Life and Eagle 
Scouts that were able to do some of the 
heavier work with the parents using any 
kind of power tools,” Scott said. “We’ve got 
maybe a father-and-son team that are both 
sheltering in place together, so it wouldn’t 
violate any standards and if it were just 
those two people at any given day on the 
site, we’re not close to anybody. We thought 
maybe we could continue working on the 
wall system. So we got the OK to do that.”

While acknowledging the project has 
been slowed by how many can be on the 
site at any one time, Scott said they still be-
lieve they will reach their deadline of May 
1.

“It’s one Life or Eagle Scout with one 
parent and we’re hoping to be meeting our 
deadline either by the end of this week-
end or certainly by May 1st. So in spite of 
everything that’s happened, we’re still on 

target with our time frame,” Scott said. 
He added that the perimeter of the 

garden is complete and new gates will be 
added. � e Scouts are currently digging 
out old planting boxes and are installing 
new ones.

“We’re starting to get to the end of the 
project. So we feel really good to be able 
to do that and do it on time for them so 
they wouldn’t lose their planting season,” 
Scott said. “In spite of everything that has 
happened, we are happy to be able to do 
something positive and it gives us a chance 
to do another service project in spite of all 

the closings that we’ve been having and 
not being able to gather as groups. It’s 
been a good experience that way.”

While the Scouts are � nishing up their 
work on the garden, community members, 
town leaders and local businesses have 
been making contributions to the food 
pantry, as well.

Both Supervisor Matt Slater and Coun-
cilman Tom Diana donated groceries to 
the food pantry while John C. Hart Li-
brary Director Jennifer O’Neill said that 
the sta�  of the library unanimously voted 
to donate over $650 to the Community 

Food Pantry at St. Mary’s in celebration of 
National Library Week. � e Pub in York-
town also donated 120 pounds of pasta to 
the pantry to help their neighbors in need.
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Councilman Tom Diana and Supervisor Matt Slater donate groceries to St. Mary’s food 
pantry.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PATRICIA SLAVIN AND 
ELIZABETH MARTIN

Connor Scott holding the thank you sign 
made by Patricia Slavin for Troop 238 in 
front of the garden.
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The COVID-19 Antibody Test is a blood test that will detect 
a past infection with coronavirus. If you believe that you 
have had COVID-19, no longer have symptoms and would 
like to be tested, please call us to set up an appointment 
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          Sat-Sun: 9am to 5pm
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A trusted partner who 
delivers clear solutions to 
reach your financial goals
so you can focus more on  
enjoying the pleasures in life.

Philip Settembrino, WMCP, President
2649 Strang Blvd, Suite 104 • Yorktown Hts NY 10598

Phone: 914-514-5000
www.northernwestchesterfinancial.com

It’s not just about knowing  
where you want to go,  

it’s being able to plan how  
you’re going to get there.

• Investing
• Retirement Planning
• Financial Planning 

We’ll Be Your 
Personal CFO


