
Dear Members of My Seton Parish Family,  
 

Since 2014 I have been privileged to shepherd this wonderful parish.  Over these years we have 
accomplished much together, building upon the good work of many priests, deacons, and sisters 
who have served the people of Seton since its founding.  I would like to think that together we have 
done something wonderful for God and His people in this, our little corner of the Archdiocese. 
 

Now, the time has come for me to conclude my service here at Seton.  I have been asked by Cardinal 
Dolan to shepherd the Catholic Community in Carmel, becoming the new pastor of St. James the 
Apostle and Our Lady of the Lake / Mount Carmel Parish, effective March 1st. 
 

His Eminence has been concerned about the parish since the long illness and unexpected death of 
their Pastor, Msgr. Marchitelli, left the parish in need of pastoral direction.  It is a sizable parish (two 
churches, cemetery, school, large Religious Ed Program, hospital, prison, nursing homes, and 
sizable physical plant) in an important part of the Archdiocese, with many seniors and young families.  
 

Over these many months, Fr. Kurpios, Fr. Tran, Msgr. Martin, Deacon Bierbaum, Deacon Borsavage, 
Deacon Gruerio, Deacon Scott, and Deacon Weiner have been heroic in serving the people of the 
parish and maintaining stability.  The wonderful lay Pastoral Staff have done a great job in keeping 
the offices, programs, and facilities running smoothly.  They will be invaluable in my transition. 
 

As to Seton, Msgr. Giandurco, Pastor of our neighboring parish of St. Patrick and Regional Dean, 
will become Administrator on March 1st until a new pastor is appointed.  In the meantime, Fr. Seon, 
Fr. Silva, Deacon Wilson, Deacon Lopez, and Deacon Tremblay will do their best to maintain the 
pastoral services you richly deserve.  I am confident that Seton’s wonderful lay Parish Staff will keep 
our offices, programs, and facilities running smoothly.  I invite lay leadership to be of assistance as 
the need arises. 
 

If it was up to me, I would not move, especially in midterm.  However, the call of the bishop to his 
priest is a divine call expressing the will of God for us all.  I, like each and every priest, am vowed to 
obey the will of Christ expressed through the bishop.  I, like each and every Christian, have to 
hearken to the voice of God. 
 

Having been ordained during the era of Pope St. John Paul II, I frequently look to his wisdom for 
encouragement.  I recall his words: “The future starts today, not tomorrow.”  He taught us by word 
and example that every day was a God-given opportunity to pave the way for a better future. With 
the mentality that the future starts now, you can live each day with new motivation to make life the 
best it can be for you and the people around you. 
 

I want to thank you for allowing me to become part of your lives.  I am most appreciative of all those 
who have collaborated with me over these years, most particularly my brother priests, our deacons, 
the rectory staff, lay leaders, and members of parish ministries. In a real sense I take all of you and 
your goodness with me into my new ministry.    
 

It was a unique privilege ministering in “The Greatest Parish in the World,” and an experience that 
will remain with me and frame my pastoral ministry for years to come. 
 

I look forward to beginning my work with the people of God in Carmel.  However, until I actually 
leave, I will try to remain available to you as I have always tried to be.  Please continue to pray for 
me as I will pray for you.  
 

In thanksgiving to Almighty God for all your kindness to me, I remain . . . 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Pastor  
 

Now to him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine, by the power at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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