
Third	Sunday	of	Advent	 	 																																																																																																									December	11,	2016 																

 

 

          Bronx, New York 

       HOLY MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Italian),  9:00 a.m. (English)  
  5:30 p.m. (Albanian), 7:00 p.m. (English) 
 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. (Italian),   
              9:00 a.m. (Spanish - Auditorium) 
                           9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon (English),               
  1:15 p.m. (Spanish) 
  12 noon (Creole - Chapel in Center) 

   

Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. (Italian),  9:00 a.m. (English), 
   Thursdays: 7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: Monday-Friday 9:30-12:00 p.m., 
Thursday 5:30-7:00 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. &       
First Friday of the Month 6:00-7:30 p.m. followed by Holy 
Mass at 7:30 p.m. 
 

CONFESSION:  Saturdays 3:00- 4:00 p.m. & 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 11, 2016 
833 M  A , B , NY  10467 - 718-882-0710 - 718-882-8876 ( ) 

Aniversario 12 de Diciembre 2016  
Santa Lucia (La Gruta)  

833 Mace Avenue, Bronx, N.Y  

GRUPO DE NUESTRA  
SEÑORA DE  
GUADALUPE 
los Invitan a la celebración 

al aniversario De La Virgen de Guadalupe 
 

DICIEMBRE 2016  
DOMINGO 11  
 

Procesión 2:30pm  
ROSARIO 9:00 PM en el Auditorio 
MISA 10:30 PM  
Mañanitas con la comunidad 12:00 DE LA NOCHE  
VIGILIA HASTA LAS 4:00 AM  
 
LUNES 12  
 

MISA 6:00 PM  
Convivencia en la cafetería después de misa,  
Bailes Folclóricos  
 
Informes: (917) 573-5520 o (347) 219 8103    
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Monday- December 12, 2016 - Our Lady of         
Guadalupe 

8:00 a.m. Lucio Sabarese 
9:00 a.m. Giovanna Valentinuzzi 

  
Tuesday- December 13, 2016 - St. Lucy, Virgin & 

Martyr 
8:00 a.m. Special Intention 
9:00 a.m. Margaret Aiello 

  
Wednesday- December 14, 2016 - St. John of the Cross, 

Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:00 a.m. Mark Frroku 
9:00 a.m. Domenico & Rosa Reda 

  
Thursday- December 15, 2016 - Advent Weekday 

8:00 a.m. Antonio, Caterina & Vincent Taddeo 
9:00 a.m. Germaine Phillips 
7:00 p.m. Porfirio Cruz 

  
Friday- December 16, 2016 -  Advent Weekday 

8:00 a.m. Rosemary Fortinash 
9:00 a.m. Arlene Santiago 

  
    Saturday-  December 17, 2016 - Late Advent Weekday 

8:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 9:00 a.m.     Ada, Felix & Rosa Bonilla 

5:30 p.m. 
Pal Curanaj, Vidosava Curanaj, Prentash Prel 
Gojcaj & Dila Gojcaj 

7:00 p.m. Jose Villanueva 
  

Sunday- December 18, 2016 - Fourth Sunday of     
Advent 

8:00 a.m. Giuseppe & Michele Guido 
9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
9:15 a.m. Carmen Maria Otero 

10:30 a.m. Teresa, Emilia & Antonio Masullo 
12:00 p.m. Domenico & Yolanda Alzapiedi 
12:00 p.m. Creole Mass - Center Chapel 

1:15 p.m. For all Parishioners of St. Lucy’s Parish 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice and 
flower. Tired bodies will receive strength. Aching hearts 
will be made glad (Isaiah 35:1-
6a, 10). 
Psalm — Lord, come and save 
us (Psalm 146). 
Second Reading — Be patient, 
for the coming of the Lord is as 
sure as the rain (James 5:7-10). 
Gospel — Tell of what you 
hear and see: The blind regain 
their vision, the crippled their 
movement, the deaf their hearing (Matthew 11:2-11). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,       
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

In Memoriam    
The St. Joseph Candle burns this week in 

memory of  
Frances Ann & Edwin Francis 
Requested by Rozella Francis 

 

The candle in honor of the Blessed Mother 
burns this week in memory of  

John & Mary Jack  

December 18, 2016  
Klaid Kapinova & Janice H. Ladia 

 
December 30, 2016 

Franc Gjini & Nisida Berberi 

Requiescant in Pace  
Please remember in your prayers the parishioners, 
friends, relatives and benefactors who recently died 

especially,  
Nikoll Lakaj 

 

May they rest in Peace, Amen. 

We welcome  
 

Albert Haxhari 

Baptized on December 3, 2016 
 

       into the Roman Catholic Church  
and  

        our Parish community of St. Lucy 
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Message from Fr. Pergjini- From my earliest days here in the parish, at the end of each Holy Mass, and 
after we sing the Salve Regina, we humbly say: Saint Lucy pray for us!  Celebrating her feast day, 
the day of our patroness, I thought to write few words about her life, which is quite an amazing 
one.  Saint Lucy was born in Syracuse, now Sicily, then part of the Roman Empire, sometime  
before the year 300 AD. By that time, Syracuse had become a very Christian region, due to the 
preaching of Saint Marciano, a local bishop, who according to tradition, was sent there in an    
earlier time, by Saint Peter himself, although being a Christian was still against Roman law. 
 No one knows exactly the date of her birth.  Her family was of noble lineage, and was 
wealthy land owners.  She lost her father when she was only five years old.  His name was Lucio. 
It was a Roman custom to name the daughters in the family after their father.  So the little girl was 
called Lucia.  Saint Lucy grew up with her mother  Eutichia, who suffered serious  hemorrhages 

for more than forty years.  One day, they went to a nearby town called Catania, to pray at the tomb of the famous martyr 
Saint Agatha, for the healing of her mother. And there, not only her mother was cured, but Saint Lucy had a vision 
where she saw angels along with Saint Agatha, who smiled at her.  From that very moment, Lucia told her mother she 
would take a vow of holy virginity, to serve God.  She also asked her mother to sell all their possessions and give the 
money to the poor. 

The story of St. Lucy becomes complicated when a young man, anonymous to history, took an interest in the 
beautiful young girl.  He also knew her family was wealthy landowners.  She refused him, having taken a promise to 
live for Jesus.  The pagan young man flew into a rage, and suspecting her to be a Christian, reported her to the Roman 
authorities, out of spite.  Rome was famous for persecuting early Christians.  Lucia was put on trial, but she remained 
firm, and would not betray her promise to serve Jesus Christ. The Roman governor of Syracuse, named Pascasio, grew 
angry, and ordered Lucia to worship the pagan gods.  She refused.  Finally, the governor ordered her to be carried away 
from her home.  Soldiers came to take her away, but were astonished to discover they could not lift her or move her. 
The soldiers even tried to tie ropes around her that could be pulled by a team of bulls.  Still, they could not move her.  
The governor was beside him self at this point, and had the soldiers bring piles of wood to light her on fire.  But the 
great flames of the burning wood did not touch her.  It was the power of Jesus Christ, working through the   virgin body 
of that innocent young girl, who was shining among those horrible flames.  Finally, the friends of the governor, to save 
him from becoming even more of a laughing stock in front his people, executed the young Lucia, with their swords.  
She consecrated her virginity with martyrdom, on the 13th of December of 304. 

In the year 310 A.D., six years after her martyrdom a basilica was erected above her sepulcher. Homage was 
soon paid everywhere in Sicily.   The insertion of her name in the Canon of the Mass by Pope Gregory the Great        
indicates the importance of the saint.  In the sixth century, twenty churches were dedicated in honor of her name. 
 The most popular devotion of St. Lucy is the belief that the young martyr removed her eyes sending them in a 
silver container to a young man who had fallen in love with their magnificent beauty.  Another interpretation is that she 
sent her eyes herself to Roman governor, Pascasio, who condemned her to death, and immediately her sight was       
restored by an unexpected miracle of St Raphael.  The main reason for these devotions is that the popular saint’s name 
Lucia, means light; therefore she was invoked to help and protect the sight, the light of eyes.   The famous poet Dante    
Alighieri had a son named Jacopo, who used to say that his father invoked Saint Lucy’s intercessions to help his       
recovery from grave damage to his eyes because of tears shed at Beatrice’s death.  With much gratitude, Dante         
frequently mentions St. Lucy in his famous Divina Comedia. The saint’s body remained in Syracuse for many          
centuries.  When the Arabs came to Syracuse in 878, her body was hidden in a secret place.  When the Greek General, 
Giorgio Maniace, rescued the city from the Arabs, he claimed as his reward, the body of Saint Lucy, which was brought 
to Constantinople, where it stayed until 1204.  Then, the Venetians came, conquered the city, and carried her body back 
to Venice.  Her sepulcher in Venice became the center of huge pilgrimage. 

Unfortunately on her feast day, in 1279, several pilgrims were drowned after their boats capsized as result of 
unexpected whirlwind.   In Venice the body of the saint was then moved and kept in several different Churches. Finally, 
on July 1863, in a solemn procession, her body was brought to the Church of St. Geremia & St. Lucia, in   Venice.  A 
fitting and impressive altar was erected in red marble with splashes of yellow, grey and white in which the incorrupt 
body of our famous saint still rests. Unfortunately on November 7, 1981, her body was stolen after evening Holy Mass.  
Fortunately, a miracle happened, on the very night of 12th to the 13th of December, her feast day, the  holy remains were 
recovered. A new casket of the saint was made free of charge.    The beautiful inscription on her altar reads:  Lucia    
Virgin of Syracuse, Martyr of Christ rests in this Temple, for Italy and the World to Implore light and peace. Yes, on 
her feast day, we too as a parish bearing her name as our patroness to implore light and peace!   

Saint Lucy pray for us!  Amen! 
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Mensaje de Padre Pergjini- Desde mis primeros días aquí en la parroquia, al final de cada Santa Misa, y 
después de cantar la Salve Regina, humildemente decimos: ¡Santa Lucía ruega por nosotros!       
Celebrando su día de fiesta, el día de nuestra patrona, pensé escribir algunas palabras sobre su vida, 
que es absolutamente asombroso. Santa Lucía nació en Siracusa, ahora Sicilia, y luego parte del  
Imperio Romano, en algún momento antes del año 300 A.D. Por aquel tiempo, Siracusa se había 
convertido en una región muy cristiana, debido a la predicación de San Marciano, un obispo local, 
que según la tradición, fue enviado allí en una época anterior, por San Pedro mismo, aunque ser  
cristiano todavía estaba en contra de romano ley. 
 Nadie sabe exactamente la fecha de su nacimiento. Su familia era de linaje noble, y era   
propietarios de tierras ricas. Perdió a su padre cuando tenía sólo cinco años. Su nombre era Lucio. 
Era una costumbre romana nombrar a las hijas de la familia después de su padre. Así que la niña se 

llamaba Lucía. Santa Lucía creció con su madre Eutichia, que sufrió hemorragias graves durante más de cuarenta años. Un 
día, fueron a un pueblo cercano llamado Catania, para rezar en la tumba de la famosa mártir Santa Agatha, para la curación 
de su madre. Y allí, no sólo su madre estaba curada, sino que Santa Lucía tenía una visión donde vio ángeles junto con 
Santa Agatha, que le sonrió. Desde ese mismo momento, Lucía le dijo a su madre que tomaría un voto de santa virginidad, 
para servir a Dios. También pidió a su madre que vendiera todas sus posesiones y diera el dinero a los pobres. 
 La historia de Santa Lucía se complica cuando un joven, anónimo de la historia, se interesó por la hermosa 
muchacha. También sabía que su familia era rica terrateniente. Ella lo rechazó, habiendo prometido vivir para Jesús. El 
joven pagano se enfureció y, sospechando que era cristiana, la denunció a las autoridades romanas por despecho. Roma era 
famosa por perseguir a los primeros cristianos. Lucía fue puesta en juicio, pero se mantuvo firme, y no traicionaría su 
promesa de servir a Jesucristo. El gobernador romano de Siracusa, llamado Pascasio, se enojó y ordenó a Lucía que 
adorara a los dioses paganos. Ella lo rechazó. Finalmente, el gobernador ordenó que se la llevaran de su casa. Los      
soldados vinieron a llevársela, pero quedaron asombrados al descubrir que no podían levantarla ni moverla. Los soldados 
incluso trataron de atar cuerdas alrededor de ella que podría ser arrastrado por un equipo de toros. Sin embargo, no podían 
moverla. El gobernador estaba a su lado en ese momento, y los soldados traían montones de leña para encenderla. Pero las 
grandes llamas de la leña no la tocaban. Era el poder de Jesucristo, trabajando a través del cuerpo virgen de esa joven   
inocente, que brillaba entre esas horribles llamas. Finalmente, los amigos del gobernador, para evitar que se volviera aún 
más risueño delante de su pueblo, ejecutaron a la joven Lucía con sus espadas. Ella consagró su virginidad con el martirio, 
el 13 de diciembre de 304. 
 En el año 310 A.D., seis años después de su martirio se erigió una basílica sobre su sepulcro. El homenaje fue 
pronto pagado por todas partes en Sicilia. La inserción de su nombre en el Canon de la Misa del Papa Gregorio Magno 
indica la importancia del santo. En el siglo VI, se dedicaron veinte iglesias en honor de su nombre. 
 La devoción más popular de Santa Lucía es la creencia de que la joven mártir retiró sus ojos enviándolos en un 
recipiente de plata a un joven que se había enamorado de su magnífica belleza. Otra interpretación es que envió sus ojos al 
gobernador romano Pascasio, quien la condenó a muerte, y de inmediato su vista fue restaurada por un milagro inesperado 
de San Rafael. La razón principal de estas devociones es que el nombre de la santa popular, Lucía, significa luz; Por lo 
tanto fue invocada para ayudar y proteger la vista, la luz de los ojos. El famoso poeta Dante Alighieri tuvo un hijo llamado 
Jacopo, que solía decir que su padre invocó las intercesiones de Santa Lucía para ayudar a su recuperación de graves daños 
a sus ojos debido a las lágrimas derramadas por la muerte de Beatrice. Con mucha gratitud, Dante frecuentemente       
menciona a Santa Lucía en su famosa Divina Comedia. El cuerpo del santo permaneció en Siracusa durante muchos siglos. 
Cuando los árabes llegaron a Syracuse en 878, su cuerpo fue escondido en un lugar secreto.   Cuando el general griego, 
Giorgio Maniace, rescató la ciudad de los árabes, reclamó su recompensa, el cuerpo de Santa Lucía, que fue llevado a 
Constantinopla, donde permaneció hasta 1204. Entonces, los venecianos llegaron, conquistaron la ciudad y Llevó su    
cuerpo a Venecia. Su sepulcro en Venecia se convirtió en el centro de una gran peregrinación. 
 Desafortunadamente en su día de fiesta, en 1279, varios peregrinos se ahogaron después de que sus barcos se   
volcaron como resultado de un torbellino inesperado. En Venecia el cuerpo del santo fue entonces movido y guardado en 
varias Iglesias diferentes. Finalmente, en julio de 1863, en una procesión solemne, su cuerpo fue llevado a la Iglesia de 
San Geremia y Santa Lucía, en Venecia. Un hermoso e impresionante altar fue erigido en mármol rojo con salpicaduras de 
amarillo, gris y blanco en el que aún descansa el cuerpo incorrupto de nuestro famoso santo. Por desgracia, el 7 de 
noviembre de 1981, su cuerpo fue robado después de la Santa Misa de la noche. Afortunadamente, un milagro ocurrió en 
la misma noche del 12 al 13 de diciembre, su día de fiesta, los restos sagrados fueron recuperados. Un nuevo ataúd del  
santo fue hecho gratuitamente. La hermosa inscripción en su altar lee: Lucía Virgen de Siracusa, Mártir de Cristo descansa 
en este Templo, para Italia y el Mundo Implorar luz y paz. Sí, en su día de fiesta, nosotros también como una parroquia 
que lleva su nombre como nuestra patrona para implorar la luz y la paz! 

Santa Lucía ruega por nosotros! ¡Amén! 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF 

OUR SAVIOR 
AND IN HONOR OF OUR         

PATRON SAINT LUCY 
 
 

JOY, IT'S TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
"GREAT CHRISTMAS CONCERT" 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 
TIME: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
MUSIC BY: 

ALL OF OUR PARISH CHOIRS 
 

INVITE OUR PARISH OF SAINT LUCY 
Christmas is a time of joy in Our Lord 

Come and rejoice singing carols of praise for His  
arrival into our lives. 
It's Christmas time! 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!  
Do not miss it! 

 
Sunday, December 18, 2016 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 
 

We will be offering snacks and refreshments. 

 
CONCIERTO DE NAVIDAD 

CELEBRANDO EL NACIMIENTO DE NUESTRO 
SALVADOR Y EN HONOR DE NUESTRA 

PATRONA SANTA LUCIA 
 

¡ALEGRIA, ES TIEMPO DE CELEBRAR¡ 
“GRAN CONCIERTO NAVIDEÑO” 

Domingo 18 de Diciembre, 2016 
HORA: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
PARTICIPACION MUSICAL: 

LOS COROS DE LA PARROQUIA 
 

INVITA NUESTRA PARROQUIA SANTA LUCIA 
Navidad es tiempo de gozo en Nuestro Señor 

Ven y gózate cantando villáncicos de alabanzas por Su 
llegada a nuestras vidas. 

Es tiempo de Navidad 
 

¡TE ESPERAMOS! 
 

¡No te lo pierdas! 
 

Domingo 18 de Diciembre, 2016 
Hora: 4:00 PM 

 
Brindaremos picadera y refrigerios. 

Advent  
Reconciliation 

Monday 
 

On Monday, December 
19th, from 4:00p.m. to 
8:00p.m. in all parishes of 

the Archdiocese of New York, the Sacrament of       
Reconciliation will be available for all the faithful. 
 

RECONCILIACION DE  
ADVIENTO EL LUNES 

 
 

El lunes, 19 de diciembre a las 4 de la tarde hasta las 
8 de la noche, en todas las parroquias de la            
Arquidiócesis de Nueva York, el   Sacramento de la 
Reconciliación estará disponible para todos los 
fieles. 

Now through December 23rd 
Please donate new, unwrapped toys  

for the less fortunate Children ages 10 and under 
Please drop toy donations to the rectory office  

or give to an usher at Mass. 
 
 

Desde ahora hasta el 23 de diciembre 
Por favor donar juguetes nuevos sin    
envolver por los menos afortunados 

Niños menores de 10 años 
Por favor deje donaciones de juguetes  

en la oficina de la rectoría o dar a un ujier en la Misa. 



FARENGA BROS. INC.
Funeral Homes

Bronx
920 Allerton Avenue

(718) 654-0500

Westchester
899 McLean Avenue, Yonkers

(914) 237-5800
www.farengabrosfuneralhome.com

Salvatore Farenga

Salvatore A. Farenga   Nicholas A. Farenga

“The Difference is in the Caring”
718.654.4200 Fax 718.654.0726

The Eastwood Manor
Caterers

William Mayer 3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10469
www.EastwoodManor.com E-mail: Info@EastwoodManor.com

John Dormi & Sons
FUNERAL HOME

1121 Morris Park Ave. • Bronx
(718) 863-2000 • (800) 539-2002

John Dormi & Sons Funeral Home is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International • 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 • (713) 522-5141.

Bennie Buffamante
Funeral Director

Preneed Funeral
Planning Available

Crescenzo DiCostanzo
Funeral Director/Mgr.

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

WINE & LIQUOR SUPERSTORE

Wine & Liquor Superstore in the new Throggs Neck 

Shopping Center in the Bronx. Brings you the biggest

selection of wines and spirits at unbeatable prices. 

F R E E  P A R K I N G !

We Will Honor Any Printed NYC Pricing!

815 Hutchinson River Parkway, Bronx, NY 10465, (718) 684-1481

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com Special Membership Discount
509850 St Lucy Church www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Kelvin Contreras
Licensed Real Estate Agent

347-631-7841
THINKING ABOUT SELLING, 

CALL FOR A FREE! MARKET ANALYSIS.
Buying is Never Easy but it can be with the Right Agent

Landlords - List Your Apartment With US

1301 Allerton Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
Kelph1213@gmail.com

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$1a Day!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW!800.393.9954

Wedding Cakes
Cookie Trays • Pastries

Cakes For All Occasions
1108 Allerton Ave.
(718) 515-3344

PROVIDENCE REST
On Eastchester Bay in

Country Club
718-931-3000

Catholic Health Care
At Its Best

• Skilled Nursing
• Rehabilitation

• Adult Day Health Care
• Respite Care

• Medical Therapies
Affiliated ~ Catholic
Health Care System

JCAHO Accredited

ANTONIO GIANFRANCESCO
Accountant

GIANFRANCESCO’S ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.

TEL: 718-881-1215
FAX: 718-881-1225
2452 A. Eastchester Rd.,

Bronx, NY 10469
www.gianfrancescoaccounting.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

• Tax Services
• Individual Taxes
• Corporate Taxes

• IRS/State/Local Representation

• Personal Financial Planning
• Payroll Services

• Bookkeeping/Write-Up
• Business Succession Planning

“Serving the Throggs Neck and Surrounding Communities since 1965”

JOHN J. SISTO, JR. FRANK J. CIERI, Lic. Mgr.
718.892.2102   www.sistofh.com

3489 EAST TREMONT AVENUE • BRONX, NEW YORK 10465

“Where Tasteful”
“Creations Begin”
1707 Bronxdale Avenue

Bronx, NY
Call Today to book your party!

718.792.8844

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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