
   

 

      

Sunday, July 30,  2023 
Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

755 Highway 49, Tennessee Ridge 
Tennessee 37178 

  
 

Lord, I love your 
commands. 

 

 

Pastor: 
Rev. Father Vimal Backiyaraj 

pastor.stfroa@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager /DRE/ 

Bookkeeper/ Bulletin: 
 

Valerie Brown 
seastnoffice@aol.com 

 
 Organist: Pat Mallory 

 
Parish Office: 

 

 931-721-3769  
Fax: 931-721-3775 

 
Office Hours: 

 

M-F  9:00am—3:00pm 
 
 
 

Holy Mass Schedule 
Sunday Mass: 

 

Sunday: 11:00 am 
 

Weekday Mass: 
 

Monday: Noon 
Thursday: Noon 

 
Reconciliation: 
At all Masses. 

Also by an Appointment. 
 

11 Hour Adoration: 
 

First Friday of every month 
7 am to 6pm 

 
Weekly Adoration 

 

Mon & Thurs 11:00am to 12pm 
 

Call the office for Sacramen-
tal Information or visit: 

 

https://Seastn.com 

         Welcome! 
The community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is delighted that you 

have joined us for Mass!  
 

If you would like to become a member of our faith community, 

please register on our website at seastn.com or you may also pick 

up a form at the parish office, Mon-Fri, 9:00am to 3:00p.m. For 

any questions, call us at 931-721-3769 or Fr. Joseph at 931-922-

0246.  If you are visiting St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, know you are 

always welcome! 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasures of the Kingdom 
 
What is your new life in Christ worth to you? 
Do you love His words more than gold and silver, as 
we sing in today’s Psalm? Would you, like the charac-
ters in the Gospel today, sell all that you have in order 
to possess the kingdom He promises to us? If God 
were to grant any wish, would you follow Solomon’s 
example in today’s First Reading—asking not for a long 
life or riches but for wisdom to know God’s ways and to 
desire His will? 
 
The background for today’s Gospel, as it has been for 
the past several weeks, is the rejection of Jesus’ 
preaching by Israel. The kingdom of heaven has come 
into their midst; yet, many cannot see that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God’s promises, a gift of divine compas-
sion given so that they—and we—might live. 
 
We, too, must ever discover the kingdom anew. We 
are called to find it as a treasure, a pearl of great price. 
By comparison with the kingdom, we must count all 
else as rubbish (see Philippians 3:8). And we must be 
willing to give up all that we have—all our priorities and 
plans—in order to gain it. 
 
Jesus’ Gospel discloses what Paul in today’s Epistle 
calls the purpose of God’s plan (see Ephesians 1:4): 
for Jesus be the firstborn of many brothers. 
His words give understanding to the simple, the child-
like. As Solomon does today, we must humble our-
selves before God, giving ourselves to His service. Let 
our prayer be for an understanding heart, one that de-
sires only to do His will. 
 
We are called to love God, to delight in His law, and to 
forsake every false way. And we are to conform our-
selves daily ever more closely to the image of His Son. 
 
If we do this, we can approach His altar as a pleasing 
sacrifice, confident that all things work for the good—
that we whom He has justified will also be glorified. 
 
Scott Hahn 

God is Not Ashamed to be Seen With Me. 
 
That’s a line in a song I heard a few months back.  I nev-
er really thought of that possibility before.  I had never 
really thought about how awesome that the Creator of 
the universe isn’t ashamed to be seen with me is. As our 
Creator and our Heavenly Father, He promises never to 
leave us or forsake us.  He promised us that before we 
were ever born.  He could have said He would only be 
with us if we were successful, pretty, at our very best or 
perfect at everything we do but He didn’t say that.  He 
promised He would never leave us no matter 
what.  When we’re asleep, He’s with us.  When we’re 
awake, He’s with us.  No matter where we’re at, He’s 
with us.  No matter what we’re doing, He’s with us.  
 
Have you ever gone to a function and when you got 
there you wondered if you were dressy enough?  I 
have.  I felt others were dressed up more than I 
was.  That wasn’t a good feeling.  I even turned to my 
husband and asked him if I looked dressy enough.  He 
assured me I did. I’m not sure what I would have done if 
he acted like he was ashamed to be seen with me or 
told me I wasn’t dressed appropriately.  I probably would 
have bolted and ran out.  When we are with our Heaven-
ly Father we never have to wonder if we look dressy 
enough or good enough to be seen with Him.  He choos-
es never to leave us or forsake us no matter how we 
look.  Isn’t that a relief?  It’s not only a relief, it’s a prom-
ise.  It doesn’t get any better than that.  
 
We never have to comb our hair, brush our teeth or get 
dressed before our Heavenly Father wants to spend 
time with us each morning.  He doesn’t care if we are 
having a bad hair day or our ankles are retaining a little 
water weight.  We don’t have to get all made up before 
we leave the house for Him to accompany us, no matter 
how we look.  That’s because He Loves us just the way 
we are.  Not because He has to but because He wants 
to.  He’s not ashamed to be seen with us either.  That’s 
because He is the best Father and a good Father never 
abandons His child.   
 
Of course our Heavenly Father deserves our best and 
we should give Him our best.  However, sometimes 
that’s not possible and we may even feel our best isn’t 
good enough.  Even then our God stays with us and will 
never be ashamed to be seen with us.  I hope we are 
never ashamed to be seen with Him either.   
 
REMEMBER, JESUS CHRIST IS LORD AND SAVIOR 
FOREVER!  IS HE YOURS?  IF NOT, HE WANTS TO 
BE.  SEEK HIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND YOU 
WILL FIND HIM.  THERE IS NOTHING LIKE BEING 
SEEN TOGETHER FOR ALL ETERNITY.  
 
Eileen Stacy 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Phil%203.8
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eph%201.4


   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Sunday, August 6, Father Vimal will be joining us. 
He will celebrate his first mass with us as a family.  
 We look forward to meeting him, our new shepherd.  
 
Thank you, Father Shinto for celebrating Mass with us 
this weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Makes Someone a Church Father? 
 
As the concept developed, to qualify as a Church Fa-
ther an individual eventually had to meet four basic cri-
teria. He had to possess (1) antiquity, (2) orthodoxy, 
(3) holiness, and (4) approval by the Church. Those 
who lacked one or more of these qualities were not 
referred to as “Fathers” but as “ecclesiasctical (Church) 
writers.” 
 
The first test—antiquity—referred to the age in which 
the individual lived. The age of the Fathers covered the 
period from the first century, when Jesus and the apos-
tles lived, through to the age of St. John of Damascus, 
who died around 749.  
 
The second test—orthodoxy or correct teaching—is 
more subtle. It is complicated by the fact that what is 
considered orthodox in one age may be considered 
heterodox or even heretical in a later one. 
 
The third test—holiness of life—is still harder to deter-
mine. Holiness can be expressed in more than one 
way, such as by gentleness toward one’s opponents 
(due to love for the persons involved) and by harsh-
ness toward them (due to love for the truths that they 
are denying). Both those who displayed their holiness 
by being kind or and those who displayed it by being 
harsh came to be regarded as Church Fathers. If a 
person has been given the title “Saint,” it is an indicator 
that they left a reputation for holiness. 
 
The fourth and final criterion—approval by the 
Church—is also tricky. Certainly if an individual came 
to be regarded as a saint, this indicates Church ap-
proval. It must be remembered, though, that in the pa-
tristic age the pope was not yet involved in declaring 
individuals from far-flung parts of the Christian world to 
be saints. Papal canonization would not begin until 
around the year 1000. Still, before this time the popular 
acclaim of an individual as a saint would seem to con-
stitute Church approval. 

 

This month the potluck 
will be the third Sunday,  

August 20. 
 

This will be a great time to 
meet and visit with our 

new pastor, Father Vimal. 

 
Did you know the word manna, the 
bread from heaven, in Hebrew 
means what is it? 
 
When the bread from heaven fell from the sky, the 
Israelites asked what is it? What is this?  They 
haven’t ever eaten anything like this before. And 
that is what it means In Hebrew, what is it. Its their 
daily bread. 
 
We are blessed to have the true bread from Heav-
en!! May the Eucharist sustain us on our journey!  



   

 

A & S 

Contracting  
Ask for Tony or Gary 

615-351-8649 
 

Fire & Flood damage 

 

Signature Healthcare of Erin 
    278 Rocky Hollow Road 
     Erin, TN 37061 
 
 

    Signature 
  Of: 931-289-4141       Healthcare 
  Mb: 931-721-7022 
  Fx: 931-289-4145 
  admission.erin@signaturehealthcarellc.com 

Cleghern’s  
Grocery, Inc. 
3611 West Main Street 

P.O. Box 347 
Erin, TN 37061 

Store:  
931-289-4444 
Bakery/Deli:  

931-289-4421 

READNGS FOR THE WEEK 
July  30 thru  Aug 6 
 
Sunday  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12 Rom 8:28-30 Mt 13:44-52 
 
Monday  Ex 32:15-24, 30-34 mt 13:31-35 
 
Tuesday  Ex 33:7-11, 34-5b-9,28 Mt 13:36-43 
 
Wednesday Ex 34:29-35 Mt 13:44-46 
 
Thursday Ex 40:16-21, 34-38 Mt 13:47-53 
 
Friday  Lv 23:”4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37 Mt 13:54-58 
 
Saturday Lv 25:1, 8-17 Mt 14:1-12 
 
Sunday  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2Pt 1:16-19 Mt 17:1-9 
               

MCASKILL BACKHOE 

 Shop 289-3645 
 Cell 289-6436 

PAUL’S PIZZA PALACE  
 

Pizza & subs  

36 S Spring St Erin 
                                           931-289-4045 

Mass Intentions  
 Sunday,  July 30 

Mass 11:00am 
Parishioners of SEAS 
 
 
 
Monday, July 31 
  No Mass 
 

Thursday , Aug 3 

No Mass 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, Aug 6 
Mass 11:00am 
Parishioners of SEAS 
 

        Gene  
       Parrish 

P:931-289-2300                                                  Seth W. Rye, P.E. Esq.                                                                                                
www.ryeengineering.com                                                        srye@ryeengine 
4210 West Main St                                                                cell:931-721-6232 
 
Water Leak Detection, Water Tank Inspection, Construction Inspection,  & 
more 

 

Price  
Florist 

 
Serving the public for over 55 

years! 
Family owned and operated 

 
Located in the Court Square, Erin  

931-289-3347 

Dorothy  
    & 
Hugh 
Pezzi 

 

       
       

       
      
          
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

RCIA 
 

If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, we would love to have you join us in The Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults [RCIA]. Please call the office at 931-721-3769 for additional information. We look 
forward to walking with you on your journey into the Catholic Faith. 
 

Prayer Intentions 
 

 Lea Eichorn, Della Hudson, Joan Kupiec,  Joann Clancy, 
Bob Eberle, Bill Hrachovina, Rick Mathes , Jeff Pack , Paul 
Brendle, Patty Brown, Bill Darnell,  Autumn Gibson & Jean 
Jazczak 

We love having you as part of our flock! 
Please text annseton to 84576 to 
register for our parish  
Flocknote account.  
  With this access you will be able to 
select those groups you are interested 
in to be updated with news and happenings that you are 
care about.  

 
Thank you for your support! 

 
Our Gifts to the Lord   

 Last Week’s Collection:  719.00 
 Attendance: 38 

 Under our weekly goal: 781.00 

 
    

The Celebration of the Eucharist : 
 
 
 Minister                    July 30                           August 6 
Lector                       Diane Lill                       Bonnie Lill 
E.M.H.C                   Janet Hake                   Gregg Lill 
 E.M.H.C                  Glenn Hake                  Sue Resler 
Gift Bearer              Etzkorn, Chris           Hake’s  

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mondays — St. Elizabeth Seton : Holy Hour 11:00 Mass 12:00 Noon 

Tuesdays — No Mass  

Wednesday — St. Francis of Assisi Dover 5:30 pm 

Thursday — St. Elizabeth Seton: Holy Hour 11:00 Mass 12:00 Noon  

Friday — St. Francis of Assisi Dover at 8:00am  

Check Mass intentions for Mass  time changes 


