
   

 

Sunday, December 3, 2023 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

755 Highway 49, Tennessee Ridge 
Tennessee 37178 

 Lord, make us turn 
to you; let us see, 
see your face and 
we shall be saved 

 

Pastor: 
Rev. Father Vimal Backiyaraj CP 

pastor.stfroa@gmail.com 
205-718-4230 

 
Office Manager /DRE/ 

Bookkeeper/ Bulletin: 
 

Valerie Brown 
seastnoffice@aol.com 

 
 Organist: Pat Mallory 

 
Parish Office: 

 

 931-721-3769  
Fax: 931-721-3775 

 
Office Hours: 

 

M-F  9:00am—3:00pm 

 

Holy Mass Schedule 
Sunday Mass: 

 

Sunday: 11:00 am 
 

Weekday Mass: 
 

Tuesday: Noon 
Thursday: Noon 

 
Reconciliation: 
At all Masses. 

Also by an Appointment. 
 

First Friday Adoration: 
 

First Friday of every month 
11 am –noon 

 
Call the office for Sacramental Infor-

mation or visit: 
 

https://Seastn.com 

     Welcome! 
The community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is delighted that you 

have joined us for Mass!  
 

If you would like to become a member of our faith community, 

please register on our website at seastn.com or you may also pick 

up a form at the parish office, Mon-Fri, 9:00am to 3:00p.m. For 

any questions, call us at 931-721-3769. If you are visiting St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, know you are always welcome! 



   

 

 When: Friday, December 15, from 4:00-7:00pm 
 Sign up to help make this dinner a Success! 
 
Thank you to all who have signed up to help out with 
our Spaghetti Dinner. We are needing a few more 
items and help on the night of the dinner. Please 
check the sign up sheet to see how you can help/
donate. 
Now to make it successful, we need to get the word 
out. 

Please share the Facebook posts on your time-
line. Invite friends and family members  

  
  Vendors are welcome! We would love to have 
more vendors set up during the dinner. If you would 
like to set up as a vendor, please see Valerie or  
Bonnie. There is no fee!!  
We have several vendors!!  
 
Stacy Custom Vinyl  [ you may remember her form 
the Eucharistic Congress] 
Valerie’s Visions will have her hand painted ceram-
ics 
Pat Mallory will have some of her work her [ earrings 
etc] 
Earthly Botanicals Passions. She carries home-
made chemical free chapstick, pain relief salve, win-
ter hand salve, deodorant, etc 
The Shop.  They custom design and laser grave 
woods items, and 3-D prints 
Jets3Dcreations they will have 3D toys and dragons 
Diane Simpson is bringing her gnomes. Who doesn’t 
like gnomes? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Giving Tree is Up! 
 
Thanks to everyone who grabbed a tag/tags off of the 
tree. Once you have purchased for this child/children, 
please return the gift/gifts wrapped with the tag at-
tached by Wednesday, December 6. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Valerie 

 
 
 
 

Our new Sunday Mass time begin-
ning Christmas Day is 11:30 am 

 Along with the spaghetti  
entrée, the meal comes  

with a salad, garlic bread, 
 a dessert and a drink. All  

  of this for 12.00!  
 Dine in or carry out!  

Date: Friday, December 15 
 Time: 4-700pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for Mass as we celebrate the Feast of The 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
December 8, at noon. This is a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion. 
 
There will not be a Mass on Thursday, December 7. 
 
If you are not able to attend the Mass at noon, St 
Francis of Assisi in Dover will have Mass at 5:30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Francis of Assisi is having their Penance Service  
Saturday, December 16 from 4-5:00pm. Mass begins 
at 5:30pm 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us for Potluck after Mass, Sunday, December 10.  
During this Advent season we tend to get caught up in 
the rush of this world, we need to time to settle our-
selves and focus on the important things God has giv-
en us.  
A potluck is a good time to settle ourselves and visit 
with our parish family members.  
 

Welcome back!  
 

We are happy to have our snowbird church mem-
bers,  Kathy and  Bob Schroeder back with us for the  

winter.  

Calling all those who love to decorate! 
 
 We need your help beautifying our church for 
Christmas. If you are able to help and would like 
to be part of the decorating committee, please let 
Valerie or Father Vimal know.  

Confession: Satan wouldn’t go after what isn’t 
valuable, right? 
 
 I rubbed my sweaty palms on the side of my jeans 
as the pit in my stomach grew. I was next up for con-
fession and my fight-or-flight was fully activated. The 
incense in the church raised with my heart rate; the 
candles seemed to flicker in time with my pulse. 
Since my first reconciliation 15 years ago, this has 
been the case every time: absolute terror.  
 “That feeling you get before confession isn’t nerves,” 
my youth minister once said. “It’s Satan trying to stop 
you. He knows how powerful the sacrament is and is 
trying to hinder your reconciliation with God.” 
I’ve been to confession a hundred times since hear-
ing these words, and I still have to remind myself of 
them regularly. Satan hates all the sacraments, but 
he especially hates Reconciliation. The sacrament’s 
etymology comes from the Latin concilium, meaning 
eyelash; in the most literal sense of the word, recon-
ciliation means to be brought eyelash to eyelash with 
God. Satan will try to halt this unity at all costs, 
namely with crippling pre-confession anxiety. 
  Even outside of church, I constantly have to remem-
ber that spiritual warfare — this doubtful feeling we 
face on the path to salvation — is not discourage-
ment, but encouragement. It’s proof that we are on 
the right road toward God and Satan is trying to run 
us off it. He will afflict us with negative feelings that 
could never be from the Lord (fear, doubt, discour-
agement, temptation, guilt, shame, etc.) yet disguises 
them as being from God. Paradoxically, these nega-
tive feelings are a very positive thing: They can even 
be seen as a compliment. 
  Spiritual warfare has been all too familiar in my faith 
journey. The enemy has trailed behind me in my walk 
with God, trying to infiltrate my life from every angle. 
Especially in my young adulthood, Satan consistently 
tries to afflict me with fear and doubt in following my 
vocation, discouragement and temptation in pursuing 
excellence, and guilt and shame in regard to my sins. 
Every day feels like a battle, but this is proof that I’m 
getting closer to God. Satan wouldn’t go after what 
isn’t valuable, right? 
  When I feel spiritually vulnerable, I recall the words 
my youth minister spoke to me so many years ago. I 
take these negative feelings from the enemy as op-
portunities to laugh at Satan’s weak attempts and 
continue on the path to salvation. In doing so, I’m 
constantly entering into closer unity with God — eye-
lash to eyelash. From the series, “The Human Being Ful-

ly Alive” 



   

 

A & S 

Contracting  
Ask for Tony or Gary 

615-351-8649 
 

Fire & Flood damage 

 

Signature Healthcare of Erin 
    278 Rocky Hollow Road 
     Erin, TN 37061 
 
 

    Signature 
  Of: 931-289-4141       Healthcare 
  Mb: 931-721-7022 
  Fx: 931-289-4145 
  admission.erin@signaturehealthcarellc.com 

Cleghern’s  
Grocery, Inc. 
3611 West Main Street 

P.O. Box 347 
Erin, TN 37061 

Store:  
931-289-4444 
Bakery/Deli:  

931-289-4421 

READNGS FOR THE WEEK 
Dec 3 Thru  Dec 10 
 
Sunday  Is 63:16b-17, 19b;64:2-7/ 1 Cor 1:3-9 Mk 13:33-37 
  
Monday Is 2:1-5 Mt 8:5-11 
 
Tuesday  Is 11:1-10 Lk 10:21-24 
 
Wednesday Is 25:6-10a Mt 15:29-37 
 
Thursday  Is 26:1-6 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 
Friday  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38 
 
Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26 Mt 9:35—10:1,5a,6-8 
 
Sunday Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Pt 3;8-14 Mk 1:1-8 

MCASKILL BACKHOE 

 Shop 289-3645 
 Cell 289-6436 

PAUL’S PIZZA PALACE  
 

Pizza & subs  

36 S Spring St Erin 
                                           931-289-4045 

Mass Intentions  
 Sunday,  Dec 3 

Mass 11:00am 
Parishioners of SEAS 
& St Francis 
 
Tuesday,  Dec 5 
  Mass noon 
+ James Burke 
By Wayne & Marilyn  
Jurgovan  

Thursday , Dec 7 
No Mass 
 
Friday, Dec 8 
Mass Noon 
Parishioners of SEAS 
 
Sunday, Dec 10 
Mass 11:00am Parishioners 
of SEAS  

        Gene  
       Parrish 

P:931-289-2300                                                  Seth W. Rye, P.E. Esq.                                                                                                
www.ryeengineering.com                                                        srye@ryeengine 
4210 West Main St                                                                cell:931-721-6232 
 
Water Leak Detection, Water Tank Inspection, Construction Inspection,  & 
more 

 

Price  
Florist 

 
Serving the public for over 55 

years! 
Family owned and operated 

 
Located in the Court Square, Erin  

931-289-3347 

Dorothy  
    & 
Hugh 
Pezzi 

 

       
       

       
      
          
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

RCIA 
 

If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, we would love to have you join us in The Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults [RCIA]. Please call the office at 931-721-3769 for additional information. We look 
forward to walking with you on your journey into the Catholic Faith. 
 

Prayer Intentions 
 

 Lea Eichorn, Della Hudson, Joan Kupiec,  Bob Eberle, Bill 
Hrachovina, Rick Mathes , Jeff Pack , Paul Brendle, Bill 
Darnell,  Autumn Gibson, Shan McEvoy, Barry Parker,  
Hector Segura,  Mabry Violet Walker, Pat Mallory, Sophia 
Jewell. & Joe Mills 

We love having you as part of our flock! 
Please text annseton to 84576 to 
register for our parish  
Flocknote account.  
  With this access you will be able to 
select those groups you are interested 
in, to be updated with news and happenings that you 
care about.  

 
Thank you for your support! 

 
Our Gifts to the Lord   

 Last Week’s Collection: 1214.00 
 Attendance:   40 

  Under our weekly goal:  286.00 
    

The Celebration of the Eucharist : 
 
 
 Minister                      December 3                   December 10 
Lector                           Bonnie Lill                   Seth Rye 
E.M.H.C                        Janet Hake                  Diane Lill 
 E.M.H.C                      Glenn Hake                 Della Hudson 
Gift Bearer              Santillan Family              Schaeffer Family 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mondays — No Mass 

Tuesdays —St. Elizabeth Seton : Mass 12:00 Noon 

Wednesday — St. Francis of Assisi Dover 5:30 pm 

Thursday — St. Elizabeth Seton:  Mass 12:00 Noon  

Friday — St. Francis of Assisi Dover at 8:00am  

Check Mass intentions for Mass  time changes 


