
January – Month of the Holy Name of Jesus 
 
January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. The feast is January 3, but we can set aside the entire month to 
focus on this devotion. 
 
Devotion to the Holy Name is an ancient devotion going back to the Old Testament. We see the reverence with 
which the Jews held the Name of God. The Second Commandment is “You shall not take the Name of the Lord your 
God in vain.” In the New Testament, Christ teaches us to pray in the Our Father, “Hallowed be thy name.” 
 
A Name Above All Others 

St. Paul writes, “Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Phil. 2:9-11 
 
In the 13th Century, the Church, especially in France and Spain, was hit especially hard by heresies that were 
denying the divinity of Christ. Irreverent use of Our Lord’s name was becoming commonplace.  And into this 
moment in Church history, came St. Dominic. The preaching of St. Dominic and his Dominicans overcame the 
Albigensian heresy. However, there was a lasting effect of irreverence towards the Holy Name. 
 
The Church responded during the Second Council of Lyons in 1274. Pope Gregory X, who presided over the Council 
wrote, “…during the Council held at Lyons…We have also judged it proper to persuade the faithful to demonstrate 
more reverence for that Name above all names, the only name in which we claim salvation—the Name of Jesus 
Christ, who has redeemed us from the bondage of sin. 
 
Consequently, in view of obeying that apostolic precept, in the Name of Jesus let every knee be bent, we wish that 
at the pronouncing of that name, chiefly at the Holy Sacrifice, every one would bow his head in token that interiorly 
he bends the knee of his heart.” 
 
The name of Jesus is the sweetest of all names, and He who bears it is most worthy of all love. He who calls Jesus 
his friend can be assured that this friend is the most devoted and unselfish of all friends.  Jesus is our all. In His 
name we may pray to the Father with assurance of being heard. In His name the Church administers all her 
sacraments. In His name she offers all her prayers and blesses homes, the fields, and the sick. 
 
 In the name of Jesus she casts out evil spirits, and at the hour of our death bids us, "Go forth, Christian soul." She 
assures us that whoever shall call upon this name will be saved. When our soul has departed this life to seek its 
eternal home, the Church asks in the name of Jesus, "Eternal rest give unto him, O Lord."— Benedict Baur, O.S.B. 
 

Prayers to Honor the Holy Name of Jesus 
 

THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS MORNING PRAYER 
“AND WHATSOEVER YE SHALL ASK IN MY NAME, THAT WILL I DO, THAT THE FATHER MAY BE GLORIFIED IN THE 
SON.” ~ John 14:13 
 
O DIVINE JESUS, You have promised that anything we ask of the Eternal Father in Your name shall be granted. 
Today, in Your most holy Name, we claim what You have promised, especially in this most ardent need – <name 
your request> 
O ETERNAL FATHER. In the name of Jesus, for the love of Jesus, in fulfillment of this promise, and because Jesus 
has said it, grant us our petitions for the sake of Jesus, Your Divine Son. Amen. 
 
O GOD, who founded the salvation of the human race on the Incarnation of Your Word, give Your peoples the 
mercy they implore, so that all may know there is no other name to be invoked but the Name of Thy Only Begotten 
Son. Who lives and reigns with Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
BLESSED BE THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS WITHOUT END! 

 

 



CHAPLET OF THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
The Chaplet of the Holy Name is prayed on a 33 bead chaplet (3 decades of 1 large bead followed by ten small beads). 
 
 Make an Act of Contrition 
 
On the large bead: Incline unto my aid, O God, O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
First Decade: Lord, Thou hast said: "Ask and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you," I seek, I knock, I ask this favor [Name it].  
Repeat 10 times: Incline unto my aid, O God, O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
Second Decade: "Amen, I say unto you, if ye ask the Father anything in My Name it shall be given unto you." It is of the 
Father and in Thy Name, Lord, I ask this favor. 
Repeat 10 times: Incline unto my aid, O God, O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
Third Decade: Lord, Thou hast said: "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall not pass away," 
Thou wilt grant me this favor because Thou hast said it and Thy word is true. 
 
Repeat 10 times: Incline unto my aid, O God, O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
 

 

NOVENA IN HONOR OF THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS (PRAY THIS NOVENA FOR 9 CONSECUTIVE DAYS) 
 
Jesus most merciful, in early infancy You began Your office of Savior by shedding Your Precious Blood and 
assuming for us that Name which is above all names. I thank You for such early proofs of Your infinite love. 
I venerate Your sacred Name in union with the deep respect of the Angel who first announced it to the earth. I also 
unite my affections to the sentiments of tender devotion which Your adorable Name has, in all ages, enkindled in 
the hearts of Your servants. 
 
Jesus, You said, "Whatever you ask the Father, He will give you in My Name" (Jn 16:23). I earnestly ask the Father in 
Your Name for an increase of faith, hope, and charity, and the grace to lead a good life and to die a happy death. 
Jesus, You said, "Anything you ask Me in My Name I will do" (Jn 14:13). I earnestly ask You in Your Name to save my 
soul. I also ask in Your Name for the following favor: (Mention your request.) 
 
Jesus, Your most holy Name means "Savior". Be my Savior, dearest Jesus. Mercifully grant me through Your 
adorable Name—which is the joy of heaven, the terror of hell, the consolation of the afflicted, and the solid ground 
of my unlimited confidence—all the petitions I make in this prayer. 
 
Blessed Mother of our Redeemer, you shared so closely in the suffering of your dear Son from the moment that He 
shed His Precious Blood and assumed for us the Name of Jesus, till His last breath on the Cross. Obtain for me and 
all those I love, as well as for all the faithful, the grace of eternal salvation through the holy Name of Jesus. 
 
Beg also that a most ardent love for Your Divine Son may imprint that sacred Name upon our hearts; that it may be 
always in our minds, and frequently on our lips; that it may be our defense in temptation, our refuge in danger 
during our lives, and our consolation and support in the hour of death. Amen. 
 
Contrition 
Good Jesus, according to Your great mercy, have mercy on me. Most merciful Jesus, by that Precious Blood which 
You willingly shed for sinners, I beg You to wash away all my sinfulness and to look graciously upon me, a poor and 
unworthy sinner, as I call upon Your holy Name. Therefore, Jesus, save me for the sake of Your holy Name. 
 
Prayer 
God, You appointed Your only-begotten Son to be the Savior of mankind, and You commanded His Name to be 
called Jesus. Mercifully grant that we may enjoy the vision of Him in heaven, whose holy Name we venerate on 
earth. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Recite the Litany of the Holy Name  
This litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus brings to mind the words of St. Paul: “whatever you do in word or in 
work, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col 3:17). This tribute of supplication to our Lord is thought to have 
been composed by two 15th century champions of devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus, St. Bernardine of Siena and 
his student St. John of Capistrano. It gives us a good opportunity to meditate on both our Lord’s attributes and His 
life, while asking Him for heavenly guidance and assistance. 
The litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus received the Church’s approval for private use by Pope Sixtus V in 1585, 
and public recitation by Pope Leo XIII in 1886. (It is one of only six litanies approved for public use.) The Church 
celebrates the feast of the Holy Name of Jesus on January 3rd. 
 
Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus 
V. Lord, have mercy on us. 
R. Christ, have mercy on us. 
V. Lord, have mercy on us. Jesus, hear us. 
R. Jesus, graciously hear us. 
V. God the Father of Heaven 
R. Have mercy on us. 
V. God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
R. Have mercy on us. 
V. God the Holy Spirit, 
R. Have mercy on us. 
 
V. Holy Trinity, one God, 
R. Have mercy on us. 
V. Jesus, Son of the living God, R. Have mercy on us. 
Jesus, splendor of the Father, [etc.] 
Jesus, brightness of eternal light. 
Jesus, King of glory. 
Jesus, sun of justice. 
Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary. 
Jesus, most amiable. 
Jesus, most admirable. 
Jesus, the mighty God. 
Jesus, Father of the world to come. 
Jesus, angel of great counsel. 
Jesus, most powerful. 
Jesus, most patient. 
Jesus, most obedient. 
Jesus, meek and humble of heart. 
Jesus, lover of chastity. 
Jesus, lover of us. 
Jesus, God of peace. 
Jesus, author of life. 
Jesus, example of virtues. 
Jesus, zealous lover of souls. 
Jesus, our God. 
Jesus, our refuge. 
Jesus, father of the poor. 
Jesus, treasure of the faithful. 
Jesus, good Shepherd. 
Jesus, true light. 
Jesus, eternal wisdom. 
Jesus, infinite goodness. 
Jesus, our way and our life. 
Jesus, joy of Angels. 
Jesus, King of the Patriarchs. 
Jesus, Master of the Apostles. 
Jesus, teacher of the Evangelists. 
Jesus, strength of Martyrs. 



Jesus, light of Confessors. 
Jesus, purity of Virgins. 
Jesus, crown of Saints. 
 
V. Be merciful, R. spare us, O Jesus. 
V. Be merciful, R. graciously hear us, O Jesus. 
 
V. From all evil, R. deliver us, O Jesus. 
From all sin, deliver us, O Jesus. 
From Your wrath, [etc.] 
From the snares of the devil. 
From the spirit of fornication. 
From everlasting death. 
From the neglect of Your inspirations. 
By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation. 
By Your Nativity. 
By Your Infancy. 
By Your most divine Life. 
By Your labors. 
By Your agony and passion. 
By Your cross and dereliction. 
By Your sufferings. 
By Your death and burial. 
By Your Resurrection. 
By Your Ascension. 
By Your institution of the most Holy Eucharist. 
By Your joys. 
By Your glory. 
 
V. Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, 
R. spare us, O Jesus. 
V. Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, 
R. graciously hear us, O Jesus. 
V. Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, 
R. have mercy on us, O Jesus. 
 
V. Jesus, hear us. 
R. Jesus, graciously hear us. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, You have said, "Ask and you shall receive, seek, and you shall find, knock, and it shall be 
opened to you." Grant, we beg of You, to us who ask it, the gift of Your most divine love, that we may ever love 
You with our whole heart, in word and deed, and never cease praising You. 
 
Give us, O Lord, as much a lasting fear as a lasting love of Your Holy Name, for You, who live and are King for ever 
and ever, never fail to govern those whom You have solidly established in Your love. R. Amen. 

 


