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                      S T .  J O S E P H ' S  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L  E D U C A T E S  S T U D E N T S  T H R O U G H  F A I T H
F O R M A T I O N ,  A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E ,  A N D  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  V I R T U E  T O  B E

D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T .

CONGRATULATIONS              
TO THE FIRST
RECIPIENTS OF THE
ST. JOSEPH AWARD!

The MIddle  School  S t .  Joseph Award  i s
presented  to  a  middle  school  s tudent
in  each  grade  leve l  throughout  the
school  year .   Middle  School  teachers
of fer  th is  in  recogni t ion  for  fo l lowing
the  example  g iven  by  St .  Joseph of
l iv ing  a  fa i th-f i l led  l i fe  and  be ing  a
hard  worker .

We are  so  happy  to  be  back  in  school
working  wi th  your  s tudents !   We  ask
for  your  cont inued  support  in
fo l lowing  the  COVID protocols  put  into
place  that  have  a l lowed us  to  cont inue
with  fu l l  t ime in-person learning .
P lease  contact  your  chi ld ' s  homeroom
teacher  wi th  any  quest ions  or
concerns .

G R A C E  S C H U L T Z  -  6 T H  G R A D E
R E I L L Y  H O E R D T  -  7 T H  G R A D E
M A G G I E  K O C O U R E K  -  8 T H  G R A D E

W E B S I T E S  T O  N O T E :

educate . tads .com/educate   
(Onl ine  Grading  System)

st josephwsp.org/msstudents
(Onl ine  Middle  School  Ca lendar )

s t josephwsp.org
(School  Webs i te )
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The 6th  graders  and  I  wi l l  tour
sa lvat ion  h is tory  by  s tudying  the
Scr ipture  and  a  book  by  Fr .  R ich
Veras  ca l led  The  Word Made  F lesh .
We began at  the  beginning  wi th  the
creat ion  accounts  and  wi l l  cont inue
through the  adventures  o f  the  Chosen
people .  We wi l l  then  look  a t  the  l i fe  o f
Chr is t  Himsel f  and  f in ish  wi th  the  the
Church .  

The  7 th  graders  have  been  catching
up on  the  la t ter  parts  o f  sa lvat ion
his tory  leading  up  to  Chr is t .  We wi l l
then  take  a  c loser  look  a t  the  l i fe  o f
Chr is t  Himsel f  us ing  Scr ipture ,  and
Marigo ld  Hunt ' s  book  A  L i fe  o f  Our
Lord .  In  the  spr ing  we ' l l  s tudy  the
Sacraments ,  as  wel l  as  read  The
Hobbi t  wi th  Mr .  Schul tz .  

The  8th  graders  are  s tudying  the
his tory  o f  the  Church  beginning  wi th
the  ear ly  Chr is t ians .   They  are
reading  the  Acts  o f  the  Apost les  and
another  book  by  Mar igo ld  Hunt  t i t led
The  F irs t  Chr is t ians  to  look  a t  the
ages  o f  the  Church  leading  to  our
very  age .  We ' l l  a l so  read  C .S .  Lewis ' ,
The  Great  Divorce  in  order  to
understand the  Church 's  v i s ion  of  our
l i fe  purpose  and  dest iny  as  human
persons .  

              RELIGION
                   MR. BUTLER COMMUNICATION SKILLS

                  MRS. BRUCE

Welcome to  another  year  o f
Communicat ions  Sk i l l s !   I t  i s  so
good to  see  everyone  aga in  and  we
have  had  a  great  s tar t :   

8 th  Grade  just  completed  a
di f f icu l t  uni t  on  verbs  and  wi l l  be
working  on  a  re f lect ive  p iece  o f
wri t ing .   This  i s  in  preparat ion  for
any  h igh  school  admiss ion  essays
as  wel l  as  a  re f lect ive  paper
required  for  Conf irmat ion .  They
wi l l  then  take  a  look  a t  pronouns .

7 th  Grade  recent ly  completed  a
uni t  on  nouns  and  i s  working  on  a
persuas ive  wr i t ing  p iece .   This
requires  them to  take  a  s tand  on  a
topic  and  back  the ir  reasons  wi th
research  based  c la ims .They  wi l l
then  move  onto  verbs .

6 th  Grade  a lso  recent ly  completed
a  uni t  on  nouns  and  wi l l  beg in
working  on  wri t ing  a  f ive
paragraph essay .   This  i s  in
preparat ion  for  the  B iography  Fa ir
paper  they  wi l l  wr i te  la ter  th is
winter .   They  wi l l  a l so  then  move
onto  verbs .   



T H E  J A G U A R  J O U R N A L

M I D D L E  O F  T R I M E S T E R  1

Welcome to  another  exc i t ing  year
of  math !
6th grade has  been working  hard
on learning  about  pos i t ive  and
negat ive  numbers ,  as  wel l  as
mult ip ly ing  and d iv id ing  fract ions
and decimals .  We wi l l  soon start  a
unit  on  rat ios  and proport ions ,
which they  have  been learning
about  in  Art !

7 th  grade  s tudents  have  been
hard  a t  work  on  rat iona l  number
operat ions .  Next  week  we  wi l l
beg in  some of  the  fun  pre-
a lgebra  concepts  o f  working  wi th
express ions  and  so lv ing
equat ions .

In  A lgebra  s tudents  have  been
compet ing  in  a  group cha l lenge
on so lv ing  equat ions .  We wi l l
cont inue  to  learn  about
equat ions ,  and  then  apply  those
ski l l s  to  so lv ing  problems wi th
rat ios ,  percents  and  proport ions .

The  8th  grade  A lgebra/Geometry
c lass  i s  f in ish ing  up  work  wi th
s impl i fy ing  radica ls  before
moving  on  to  our  Geometry
curr icu lum.  We wi l l  be  s tar t ing
with  the  bas ics  o f  geometry
before  learning  about  proofs .  

               MATH
            MS. MUELLERLELIE    HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY

                 MS. ROETTGER

I  am so  b lessed  to  have  the
students  back  in  school !  The  s tar t
of  the  year  has  been  great !

8 th  grade  has  been  en joy ing
learning  about  the  Canadian
prov inces .  Have  your  chi ld  show
you the  fun  map games  we  p lay  to
he lp  learn  d i f ferent  locat ions !  

7 th  grade  i s  current ly  s tudying  the
Const i tut ion  and  the  creat ion  o f
our  U .S .  government .  S tudents  wi l l
be  ab le  to  s ta te  the  preamble  o f
the  Const i tut ion  and  the  f i rs t  ten
amendments .  

6 th  grade  just  f in ished  up  our
second uni t  on  the  ear ly  Dakota
and Oj ibwe tr ibes .  Our  next  uni t
wi l l  focus  on  the  fur  t rade  in
Minnesota .  
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I  am so  happy  to  report  that  sc ience
rece ived  a  brand new curr icu lum
this  year  that  i s  fu l ly  interact ive  and
al igned  to  the  new 2019  MN Sc ience
Standards !  The  concepts  are  the
same that  we  know and love  about
middle  school  sc ience ,  but  the
del ivery  o f  the  content  i s  d i f ferent
and up-to-date  wi th  the  best
teaching  pract ices .

Al l  grades  s tar ted  the  year
learning  lab  sa fety  ru les ,  l ab
equipment ,  and  the  sc ient i f ic
method.

6th  grade  i s  current ly  learning
about  p la te  tectonics ,  rocks ,
minera ls ,  and  how our  landforms
are  shaped the  way  they  are  today .

7 th  grade  i s  learning  about  ce l l s
and mult ice l lu lar  organisms and
how they  funct ion .

8th  grade  i s  learning  about  energy
and how energy  i s  in  everyth ing
and can  transfer  and  transform
between ob jects .

With  our  new COVID pol ic ies ,  my
goal  i s  to  s t i l l  prov ide  a  fun ,
engaging ,  and  hands-on sc ience
exper ience  for  the  s tudents !

                SCIENCE
                    MS. SCHAFER              LITERATURE

                    MR. SCHULTZ

We have  been  of f  to  a  great  s tar t
to  th is  a lmost-normal  year .  I t  i s
so  good to  have  s tudents  in  the
desks  once  aga in .

The  s ix th  grade  i s  f in ish ing
reading  Where  the  Red  Fern
Grows,  a  touching  coming-of-age
nove l  about  a  boy  and  h is  dogs .

The  seventh  graders  are  wrapping
up Rol l  o f  Thunder ,  Hear  My Cry .
We wi l l  then  read  some s tor ies
and poems,  fo l lowed by  S .  E .
Hinton 's  The  Outs iders ,  a
perennia l  favor i te  among middle
school  s tudents .

In  e ighth  grade  we  have  just
f in ished  fo l lowing  brave  Ulysses
(Odysseus )  in  h is  10-year  journey
home from the  Tro jan  War .  We wi l l
now read  s tor ies  and  poems,  and
then wi l l  t rave l  to  Depress ion-era
Cal i fornia  in  John Ste inbeck 's
c lass ic  Of  Mice  and  Men.


