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CONGRATULATIONS              
TO THE RECIPIENTS
OF THE ST. JOSEPH
AWARD!

The Middle  School  S t .  Joseph Award  i s
presented  to  a  middle  school  s tudent  in
each  grade  leve l  throughout  the  school
year .   Middle  School  teachers  o f fer  th is
in  recogni t ion  for  fo l lowing  the
example  g iven  by  St .  Joseph of  l i v ing  a
fa i th-f i l led  l i fe  and  be ing  a  hard
worker .

A N N A  F I T Z G E R A L D  -  6 T H  G R A D E
O W E N  W E L K  -  7 T H  G R A D E
E T H A N  S A L A S  -  8 T H  G R A D E

educate . tads .com/educate   
(Onl ine  Grading  System)

st josephwsp.org/msstudents
(Onl ine  Middle  School  Ca lendar )

s t josephwsp.org
(School  Webs i te )

W E B S I T E S  T O  N O T E :

UPCOMING EVENTS:

January  27 th  4 :00pm
7th  grade  boys  basketba l l  game
Bring  money  for  concess ions  

January  3 1s t  -  February  4 th
Cathol ic  School ' s  Week  
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              RELIGION
                   MR. BUTLER

COMMUNICATION SKILLS
MS. ANNA

My name is  Ms .  Anna  and I  am the
new teacher  for  6 th-8th  grade
Communicat ion  Ski l l s  c lass .  I  am
super  exc i ted  to  be  here !  

In  a l l  grades  we  have  been  working
on paragraph s tructure  and
grammar  rev iew.  Each  grade  took  a
genera l  rev iew quiz  that  was
graded for  part ic ipat ion  and
integr i ty .  This  was  for  my purpose ,
so  I  may  begin  teaching  a t  the
r ight  p lace  in  the  book!

In  a l l  c lasses ,  we  have  been
pract ic ing  wri t ing  wi th  an
ass ignment  ca l led  Free  Wri tes .
This  a l lows  the  s tudent  to  pract ice
draf t ing  works  wi thout  be ing
graded.  Free  Wri tes  are  graded  on
format  and  e f fort .  This  wi l l  be  a
repeat  ass ignment .  

F ina l ly  we  are  s tar t ing  a  Wri t ing
Club  every  Fr iday .  S tudents  may
come as  ear ly  as  7 : 30am to  pract ice
wri t ing !

Thanks  for  reading !

For  a l l  three  grades ,  we  spent  the  f i rs t
tr imester  s tudying  bas ics  o f  the
Chris t ian  understanding  o f  the  human
person.  I 'm bas ing  the  uni ts  on  Ruah
Woods  Press '  Rooted  curr icu lum.  S ince
then,  the  6 th  graders  and  I  have  been
study  sa lvat ion  h is tory  pr ior  to  Chr is t .
Looking  a t  the  pr imary  texts  o f  the
Old  Testament ,  fo l lowing  the  l i fe  o f
the  Jews .

The  7 th  graders  have  been  s tudying
the  l i fe  o f  Chr is t ,  the  exper ience  and
drama of  the  d isc ip les ,  re ferencing
the  documents  in  the  New Testament .
We wi l l  a l so  have  a  uni t  on  the
sacraments .  

The  8th  graders  and  I  have  been
studying  the  l i ves  o f  the  f i rs t
Chr is t ians  and  the  b ir th  o f  the
Church .  Most  o f  the  8 th  graders  are
planning  to  rece ive  Conf irmat ion  th is
spr ing ,  and  Fr .  Bruno i s  teaching  c lass
every  Fr iday  to  walk  through the  
 v i r tues  to  bet ter  prepare  them to
understand the  mora l  d imension  of
the  Chr is t ian  l i fe  they  are  about  to  be
fu l ly  in i t ia ted  into .  
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6th  grade  has  been  working  on
algebra  topics ,  focus ing  on
graphing ,  equat ions  and
inequal i t ies .

7 th  grade  s tudents  have  learned
about  sca le  factor  and  how to  use
sca le  to  f ind  the  d is tance  on  a  map.
They  are  beg inning  to  learn  about
s lope  now.  Look  out  for  the
Adventures  o f  S lope  Dude!

In  A lgebra  s tudents  have  f in ished
learning  about  funct ions  and  are
going  to  beg in  to  work  wi th  l inear
equat ions .  They  wi l l  soon  be
prof ic ient  in  y=mx+b!

The  8th  grade  A lgebra/Geometry
c lass  i s  working  through exponents
and exponent  ru les .  They  wi l l  a l so
learn  about  exponent ia l  equat ions
and geometr ic  sequences .

               MATH
            MS. MUELLERLELIE

   HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY
                 MS. ROETTGER

6th  and  7 th  grade  have  both  been
studying  the  ever  important
American  Civ i l  War .  6 th  grade
looks  a t  the  Civ i l  War  based  on  a
Minnesota  perspect ive .  7 th  grade
interprets  the  war  f rom an
American  point  o f  v iew.  

Af ter  the  Civ i l  War ,  6 th  grade  wi l l
move  onto  the  U .S .-Dakota  War
that  happened wi th in  the  s ta te  o f
Minnesota .  7 th  grade  wi l l  beg in
learning  about  the  Industr ia l
Revolut ion .  S tudents  have  made
fun v ideos  showcas ing  an
important  invent ion  from that
t ime.  

8 th  grade  has  been  s tudying  the
geography ,  h is tory ,  and  cu l ture  o f
Southern  Europe  and West-
Centra l  Europe .  By  the  end  of  the
tr imester ,  s tudents  should  be  ab le
to  locate  a l l  European countr ies
on  a  map!  
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The L i terature  Rev iews  are  done  and
we are  moving  into  the  exper iment
port ion  o f  the  Sc ience  Fa ir !  S tudents
may  work  as  indiv idua ls  or  in  teams
for  the  rest  o f  the  pro ject .  I t  i s
de l ight fu l  to  see  the  d i f ferent
pro ject  ideas  that  are  be ing  pursued!
The  data  i s  due  on  February  7 th .  

In  the  meant ime we  are  explor ing
chemistry  in  8 th  Grade ,  reproduct ion
in  7 th  Grade ,  and  c l imate  in  6 th
Grade .  

I  look  forward  to  the  Sc ience  Fa ir
presentat ions  dur ing  the  week  of
February  2 1s t !  

          SCIENCE             
MS. WRATKOWSKI

             LITERATURE
                    MR. SCHULTZ

The s ix th  grade  i s  current ly
reading  Shipwreck  a t  the  Bot tom
of  the  World ,  an  incredib le  t rue
ta le  o f  the  surv iva l  o f  Ernest
Shackleton  and h is  crew,  who
spent18  months
stranded in  Antarct ica  in  the  ear ly
1900 's .

In  seventh  grade  we  are
journeying  in  Middle  Earth  wi th
wizards ,  dragons ,  e lves ,  gobl ins ,
dwarves ,  and  the  s trange  l i t t le
creatures  ca l led  hobbi ts  in  J .  R .  R .
Tolk ien 's  The  Hobbi t .

The  e ighth  grade  has  trave led  to
the  future  in  Ray  Bradbury ' s  eer i ly
presc ient  Fahrenhei t  45 1 .
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6A HOMEROOM -  MS.  ANNA
6-8  COMMUNICATION SKILLS
ANPETERSEN@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

6B HOMEROOM -  MS.  ROETTGER
6 MN HISTORY
7  US  HISTORY
8 GEOGRAPHY
SAROETTGER@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

7A HOMEROOM -  MR.  SCHULTZ
6-8  LITERATURE
DASCHULTZ@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

7B HOMEROOM -  MS.  WRATKOWSKI
6  EARTH SCIENCE
7  LIFE  SCIENCE
8 PHYSICAL SCIENCE
6-8  ENGINEERING
REWRATKOWSKI@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

8A HOMEROOM -  MR.  BUTLER
6-8  RELIGION
PHBUTLER@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

8B HOMEROOM -  MS.  M
6-8  MATH
MAMUELLERLEILE@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

MS LEARNING SPECIALIST -  MRS.
ANDERSON
KAANDERSON@STJOSEPHWSP.ORG

MIDDLE SCHOOL
TEACHERS

S C H O O L  O F F I C E :  6 5 1 - 4 5 7 - 8 5 5 0          A T T E N D A N C E  H O T L I N E :  6 5 1 - 4 5 7 - 3 0 3 1


