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When it feels like God is against you!

The Gospel today used to really bug me! Here’'s a mother,
distraught by her daughter's tormented state, pleading to Jesus for
help. Jesus promptly ignores her! The mother pleads further until
the Lord finally speaks. But when he does, he infers that she is like
a dog unworthy to eat the master's food! Then, the disciples roundly
dismiss the woman with the “loving” suggestion, “Lord, get rid of her;
she keeps pestering us!” The woman persists. Finally, Jesus
speaks a word of hope and the woman's daughter is
healed. Whew! Was Jesus having a bad day or what? Well, all is
not as it appears.

Years ago, | received a great insight into this Gospel while reading it
with a priest friend. After reading it, Fr. Jim paused and said to me
somberly, “Patrick, sometimes in life it seems like even God is
against us!” Of course, the operative word here is “seems”. Maybe
you have never felt this way, but chances are that that day is
coming. Moses once shockingly prayed: “If this is how you intend
to treat me, just go ahead and kill mel’ (Numbers 11:14-15) Job
too asked aloud in God's presence: “Why did | not die from the
womb? (Job 3:11) and the depressed Prophet Elijah once prayed: “/
have had enough, Lord, take my life...!” (1 Kings 19:4). A sun-
scorched and disappointed Jonah prayed: “ft would be better for
me to die than to live’ (Jonah 4:5). Finally, Jeremiah sadly
exclaimed: “Cursed be the man who brought the news fo my
father on the day of my birth: ‘it’s a boy™" (Jeremiah 20:15). Even
Jesus asked, “My God, why have you abandoned me!”

Of course, God hadn't abandoned any of them ~ but if sure did feel
like it The Lord wants us to be prepared for these moments by
having us leamn from this gloriously stubborn woman who refused to
walk away from Jesus even when it seemed he could care less. In
fact, nobody cared more about her needs. It may be a fact that
you feel alone, but in fact your feelings don't always tell the
truth. The truth is, God is with you ~ and it is this truth that will make
you free to follow Jesus in all circumstances!
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See Fr. Pat’s Sermon Notes and listen to the podcast at
http:/saintaugustine-dc.org/category/sermon-notes/

REMEMBER ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH IN YOUR WILL & BEQUESTS
SEE WEB PAGE FOR FATHER PAT’S SERMON NOTES AND LISTEN TO
FATHER PAT’S SERMON PODCAST

YOU OF GREAT FAITH! WHAT YOU
W&NT‘ WILL BE DONP FOR YOU.

Sunday, August 20, 2017

Scripture LPeadings

20th Sunday In Ordinary Times
Is 56 1, 6-7
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32
Mt 15:21-28
21th Sunday in Ordinary Times
Is 22:19-23
Rom 11:33-36
Mt 16:13-20
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BIBLE STUDY
%= Bible Study is on vacation until September. Stay

% tuned for the return date.
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celebrate the Feast of
Saint Augustine and
Saint Monica at all
Masses
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20th Sunday In Ordinary Time

NEXT SUNDAY’S SECOND COLLECTION IS FOR OUR PARISH POOR.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

St. Augustine School Love to Learh; Learn to Love

SR. GLORIA AcUMAGU, HHCJ PRINCIPAL

INFORMATION: 202-667—2608

Please Pray for Our Sick & Homebound

Catholic Education Corner

Y (Pl heitnton  Saint  Augustine School s
1 Momiq DOW registering for the 2017-
2018 school year for grades
Pre-K3, Pre-K4  through
Eighth. For an application or more information,
please contact Mr. Wilkins, Direction of Admissions
at 202-667-2608 or email:
admissions@saintaugustine-dc.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CCD NEEDS
TEACHERS AND ASSISTANTS

If you think you would like to be a part
of this important ministry, please contact the
Church Office at 202-265-1470.
AFRICA AND THE DIASPORA
BOOK CLUB
I_[/JB August 23, 2017

We will be reading Americanah by
Ngozi Chimamanda Adichie which examines a
Black girl growing up in the U.S. and Nigeria.
Meetings will be held in Gingras Center from
6:45-8:30pm. For more information, contact
Lydia Curtis at maceda@aol.com.
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NP2 SUNDAY SCHOOL/CCD
Ng% e SEPTEMBER 10, 2017
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’;?@\ The 2017-18 School year begins on
7 \\‘} Sunday, September 10 after the

10am Mass. Registration will be
held after all Masses beginning on August 26.
Sunday School/CCD is designed for children to
learn more about the Catholic faith and to
receive their sacraments. All children aged 4
through high school are welcome. We offer Pre
-K and Kindergarten through 8th grade. We
also have a post-Confirmation program for
teens. Children are prepared to receive First
Communion/First Penance and Confirmation.
We have a RCIA program for children over 7
years old who have not been baptized.

PRAY FOR OUR DEAD

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Pastoral Parish Council Meetings are
held every 3rd Saturday of the month at
9:00 am in the Gingras Center.
% Meetings are open to all parishioners.

PARK FREE SUNDAY
FROM 9am — 4pm
REEVES CENTER

U STREET AT 14TH ST NW
Enter on U Street
Please see an Usher after Mass for a
Reeves Center Parking Coupon

Our Parish Bookstore and Gift Shop

Opens before and after weekend Masses. Use
Visa or MasterCard ($10 min), check ($5min), or
cash to buy: Bibles - Missals - Rosaries - Books
on the Pope, Saints, Parish History, Faith,
Discernment, Marriage, Children’s Books, Father
Pat’s Homilies and Choir CDs

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC, RECEIVING CONFIRMATION? SPONSORING INQUIRERS?
RCIA MEETS TUESDAYS AT 6:45— 8:45 IN THE GINGRAS CENTER—SABRINA WiLLIAMS AT 202-294-6930

V SEE GINGRAS CENTER BULLETIN BOARD FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS OF AVAILABLE EMPLOYMENT, YOUTH AND ADULT OPPORTUNITIES. V
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