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Cowls and Other Hats
by Br. Edward Fischesser, Br. Mel Stinson and Abbot Jerome Kodell

When someone asks, or a questionnaire includes a space for “occupation,” 
a monk likely does not list his occupation as “seeking God in the monastic 
way of life.”  We, like our lay counterparts, identify ourselves to a large extent 
with the jobs that we do.  And so a monk will reply to queries with something 
like “I’m in maintenance.” Or “I’m a teacher in the Academy.” Or “I work on 
the farm.” Or “I’m a parish priest.”  These are the designated “hats” that we 
wear, the way the public chiefly sees us.  Many monks don very different hats 
in their free time or in times away from their primary duties.  Several were 
invited to tell our readers about their off-duty hats.

Brother Edward Fischesser manages the abbey laundry.  He also has a green 
thumb, keeping many flower beds and pots bright with flowers, and he watches 
over the plants stored in the greenhouse during the winter months.  He never wears 
a hat as laundryman or gardener.  And if he wore a hat for his off-duty pursuits, it 
would be an Indiana Jones-style hat of an amateur archeologist and explorer.

My interest in Indian relics began when as a young boy my dad gave me 
several arrowheads that he had found as a boy on his father’s farm.  Later dad 
took by brother and me to visit an Indian mound excavation near our home.  I 
found this fascinating.

In high school, I worked on a farm and picked up many flint points and 
blades in the fields.  As a Brother teaching at Morris School, near Searcy, 
Arkansas, I spent most of my free time in the fields looking for arrowheads.  I 
found several hundred points.  I would often find pieces of broken Indian pots while looking for points.  An interest in Indian 
ceramics developed from studying these broken pots.

I met several collectors of Indian pots and was able to acquire several pots through trading of some of the arrowheads I 
had found, and through purchase.  Many of the bowls, bottles and jars in my collection were purchased as “sack pots.”  Indian 
ceramics which are discovered in a shattered condition are gathered up, put in paper sacks, and can be purchased inexpensively.  
Then I put them back together like a puzzle.

My collection consists of several hundred flint points and blades, stone axes and other stone implements, and almost one 
hundred Indian bowls, bottles, and jars.  These ceramics are the products of the mound-building Indian cultures of Arkansas 
and date from 800 to 1600 A.D.

Br. Edward showing one of the many Indian ceramics 
in his collection



Brother Mel Stinson is Guest Master and Director of Coury House programs.  On the side, he wears the flat-brimmed straw hat of 
a civic booster, as a member of the Arkansas River Valley Tourism Association and representative for Subiaco on the Tourism Commit-
tee of Paris, Arkansas.  

In March of 1997, I received an e-mail from Abbot Jerome:  “We have been requested to have a representative from 
Subiaco on the Arkansas River Valley Tourism Board.  You have my blessing.”

Our region of the river valley is called the Tri-Peaks Region, referring to the three major mountains overlooking the Arkan-
sas River in this six-county area.  These are Petit Jean Mountain at the eastern end of the region, Mount Nebo, near Dardanelle 
in Yell County, and Mount Magazine in Logan County at the western end of the region.  Each of these mountains hosts a 
popular state park.  The tri-peaks region has something for everyone:  scenic byways and highways, sweeping vistas, impres-
sive heights, and picturesque rivers, lakes and forests.  Attractions include the Bass Masters tournament on Lake Dardanelle, 
hang-gliding on Mt. Magazine and Mt. Nebo, the Centerville Dragway, and the Museum of Automobiles on Mt. Petit Jean.  
In addition the tri-peaks region is part of Arkansas wine country.

The role of ARV Tri-Peaks Tourism Association is to promote tourism and industry. Subiaco and our neighboring city of 
Paris work together to encourage the awareness of our area as a tourist attraction.  We have seen a great increase in tourism in 
the local area, spurred by the opening in 2006 of the 65-room lodge and adjoining cabins on Mt. Magazine, 15 miles south of 
Subiaco.  Subiaco Abbey and Academy is a recommended day-trip from the lodge.  

It has been my honor and pleasure to represent the Subiaco community and the beautiful Arkansas River valley on the 
tourism board.

Abbot Jerome Kodell wears an abbatial miter in his official capacity.  In his free time, he might be seen in the all-purpose baseball 
cap, most often engaged in carpentry work.  He has become a craftsman in wood, but he got his start at, and continues in, the produc-
tion of the coffins used for monk funerals. 

In the early 1970’s several monks came up with the idea that we should be making our own coffins.  We had our own pine 
timber, our own sawmill, and our own carpenters, and could make something 
beautiful but simple which would reflect our love and respect for our deceased 
brothers and the dignity of Christian death.  The idea was brought to the 
Abbey Council and readily approved.  However, our monastic carpenters, 
Father Andrew and Brother Jude, already had plenty to do, and so the idea 
languished.  After several years of deaths and burials with the same old com-
mercial coffins, I asked Br. Jude if I might try to make a coffin with his help.

Under his tutelage, I first made a small prototype, and then we together 
made the first coffin, in which Br. Gerard (Jerry) Kaufman was buried in 
1978.  Later we modified the design to its present shape for a practical reason: 
to make the coffins more compact to fit within the burial slots in the monastic 
cemetery.

In the process, I discovered I loved to work with wood and continued 
with other projects besides the coffins.  In the first years, Fr. Andrew, Br. Jude, 
and I all worked on the coffins, but since I returned from Belize in 1989 I 
have been making them.  We have racks available to stack up to six coffins, in 
two general sizes, in a locked room in one of the barns.

I experience a wonderful blessing in working carefully to build a coffin 
which I know will be for one of my brothers, and then to see a brother lying 
in it, and then as abbot to lead the community in laying him to rest.

These three monks are just a sampling of the varied talents and interests that 
make the monastic life an amazing collage.

Abbot Jerome with one of the coffins he makes 
for community members



The Rabbi and the Pope

The most charming feature of Pope Benedict’s book on Jesus is his dialogue with U.S. Rabbi 
Jacob Neusner concerning the Rabbi’s interaction with the Jesus of the Gospels.  That a Pope would 
take seriously the reflections and criticisms of a Jewish Rabbi on a subject so intimate to Christians 
is disarming, but wonderful.  It says much about the openness of the Pope to learn from unexpected 
sources, but the seriousness with which the Rabbi dialogues with the Christian Scriptures in the first 
place illustrates his own openness in seeking God.

The Pope’s book is a personal reflection on Jesus in the Gospels.  This first of a planned two 
volumes takes us from Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan to his transfiguration.  Pope Benedict has his 
preferences and does not hide them.  For example, reviewers have noted that in the spectrum from 
Mark to John, he reveals a predilection for the Johannine portrait of Jesus without minimizing the Synoptic portrayals. In fact, 
the Pope spends a lot of time with the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew, especially the Beatitudes.  He sees the Beatitudes as a 
“veiled interior biography of Jesus,” who is himself poor, meek, merciful, pure of heart, and hungry for righteousness.

In 1993, Rabbi Neusner published A Rabbi Talks with Jesus, in which he imagined being present at the Sermon on the 
Mount.  He listened carefully to Jesus and even dialogued with him, and then explained why he would not have followed Jesus 
but would have remained a believing Jew, faithful to the teaching handed down by Moses. “More than other interpretations 
known to me,” writes Pope Benedict, “this respectful and frank dispute between a believing Jew and Jesus, the son of Abraham, 
has opened my eyes to the greatness of Jesus’ words and to the choice that the gospel places before us.” In fact, the Rabbi and 
the Pope (then Cardinal Ratzinger) had been in correspondence about the history of Judaism and Christianity before the book 
appeared; and the Cardinal endorsed the book at that time.

Pope Benedict is impressed that Rabbi Neusner understands exactly the claims 
about Jesus in the Sermon, when some of  Jesus’ own later disciples have tried to 
explain them away or to soften the message to make it more acceptable.  The Pope 
refers especially to the wedge often driven between the Jesus of history and the 
Christ of faith since the time of Christian theologian Adolf Harnack in the early 
1900s, and to presentations of Jesus as simply a social reformer, a liberal rabbi, or 
the teacher of a new morality.  Neusner sees clearly that Jesus identifies himself as 
the Son of God, and that he presents himself as replacing the Torah (Law): perfec-
tion, the state of being holy as God is holy, now consists in following Jesus.  The 
Rabbi identifies this (correctly, says the Pope) as the point where Jesus’ message 
diverges fundamentally from the faith of Israel.  In his imagined dialogue with a 
disciple of Jesus, Neusner asks: “Is it really so that your master, the son of man, is 
lord of the Sabbath?  I ask again, Is your master God?”

When he finds that this is exactly what the Christian claim is, Neusner respect-
fully declines to follow Jesus, deciding instead to remain with the “eternal Israel.”  
The Pope expresses his appreciation for the “climate of great love” with which the 
Rabbi conducts the discussion and explains his decision.  “The Rabbi accepts the otherness of the message of Jesus and takes 
his leave with a detachment that knows no hatred.”

Commentators on all sides have expressed admiration at the civility, frankness, and calmness of this theological discussion 
that goes to the heart of the difference between Jewish and Christian faith.  It gives great hope that religious differences do not 
have to end in hostility and violence as they have in the past and still do today, but that people can sincerely believe differently, 
dialogue about their divergent points of view, and still love one another.

 “...this respectful and 
frank dispute between a 
believing Jew and Jesus, 
the son of Abraham, has 
opened my eyes to the 
greatness of Jesus’ words 
and to the choice that the 
gospel places before us.”



Abbey Journal
by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

July
The month of July slipped away without much notice or fanfare.  There were 

no dramatic weather extremes, no deaths, no big new ventures nor completion 
of old ones—just a quiet month.  Some monks went on vacation, as others re-
turned from some time away from the Abbey.  At such times, Fr. Prior David does 
a juggling act to provide transportation for the travelers, to keep a couple cars on 
standby for daily needs and emergencies, and to see that all monastic duties and any 
promised outside assistance are covered.  Getting substitutes for all duties that one 
will miss can become complicated, and a bother.  Inevitably, there will be slip-ups, 
but someone always steps into the breach with barely a missed beat.  Then the next 
time we have Culpa Chapter, more than one monk will ask pardon for failing to get 
substitutes, and the cycle can begin anew, with no hard feelings.

Culpa Chapter is a quarterly service, at which a monk gives a meditation based 
on Scripture or the Rule.  Then he, and anyone who wishes, asks pardon for faults 
committed.  These generally are not big “sins” so much as the small breaches of 
etiquette, the petty annoyances that we all cause one another.  Then the community 
says a small penance prayer together.  Culpa Chapter really does help in mending 
frayed relationships, hurt feelings, and judgmental attitudes.

Brother Adrian and Brother Joseph K., our chief gardeners, brought in a wealth 
of garden produce in July.  The watermelon crop was especially good, along with the tomatoes and cantaloupe.  Brother Adrian 
recruited Mary Brooks from the kitchen staff as his “watermelon ripeness judge.”  If she made any mistakes, I did not hear 
about them. At the peak, we were getting cantaloupe, watermelon and tomatoes at every meal.  No one complained.

Finally, on July 25, the orange plastic safety fence, which had kept people away from the north retaining wall since its col-
lapse a year earlier, came down.  The replacement of the banisters between the rock posts completed the project, except for the 
getting used to the new look of the wall.  This will take some time—and willingness.

The Academy School Board met on July 21 and voted to admit eighth grade students to the Academy, beginning in the fall 
of 2008.  The proposal then goes to the monastic council for approval.  This happened at the August meeting of the Council.  
So, after a lapse of around 50 years, we will once again have younger students as part of the educational ministry at Subiaco.

The inner court flower beds were and are a riot of color.  After several years of mediocre results, Brother Francis settled on 
the old reliable periwinkle, also known as vinca.  The two long oval beds have rose-colored centers with borders of white.  The 
round bed around the statue of St. Benedict has alternating strips of white and rose, and the corner plots are a mixture of the 
two colors.  The pots around the center paths feature tall-stalked yellow roses with multi-colored portulaca underneath, and 
decorative sweet potato vines trailing out across the gravel walkways.  Good job, Br. Francis and José.  Of course, Fr. Hugh gets 
the credit for keeping the grass manicured at all times.

August

Mild summer weather continued into the first week of August.  The football players and 
coaches began pre-season conditioning in pleasant conditions—but then the hammer fell! On 
August 8, any backsliders in the global warming pew began a re-conversion.  For four weeks, 
temperatures hovered around the century mark, topping out at 105° on August 13.  Once 
again, we recommended our benefactors, who made our renovation and air-conditioning pos-
sible, to the Lord for abundant blessings.  Relieving the lot of poor monks in the summer heat 
surely merits a high place in heaven!

Father Placidus Eckart retired from his chaplaincy at St. Edward Hospital in Fort Smith 
around the first of August.  He is 82, and decided that the Biblical estimate of a human’s ef-
fective time on earth is pretty accurate:  “Seventy years, or eighty for those who are strong.” 

Br. Adrian harvesting garden produce

Fr. Placidus in Health Center



Round bales of hay south of the Abbey

(Psalm 90:10)  He said that he is now two years into borrowed time, and that even his “strong man” extension is about used 
up.  Father resides in the Health Center, concelebrates daily, and joins the community for meals.

The term “RenWeb,” meaningless syllables until this summer, suddenly is on the lips of Academy faculty and administra-
tion.  Sometimes it comes out as a curse; sometimes it might be murmured reverentially.  “RenWeb” is the newly-installed 
computer program for managing many aspects of educational records, such as attendance, seating chart, lesson plans, assign-
ments, grading, report cards, discipline and communication with parents. Teachers received several sessions of in-service train-
ing to learn the program.  A computer only does what it is programmed to do, and human users have to find ways of dealing 
with these pre-set features.  E-mails fly among faculty members telling “Don’t do this; here’s what happened to me.”  “To cor-
rect a grade, double click on the grade, then backspace.”  It has been a steep learning curve.

Harvesting of timber began south and east of the Abbey lakes.  Modern logging machinery is NOT delicate!  The tracked 
harvester grabs the selected tree in iron claws, saws through its base, flips it to the horizontal, shears off side limbs and the top, 
and then piles the still transpiring carcass off to the side.  The harvested area is left a “devastation,” “a mess,” in the words of 
monks who watched the process.  We are used to the image of a forest as a serene place of quiet shady beauty which stays es-
sentially the same.  Modern logging treats the forest as another crop, which is harvested when mature, and then replanted for 
another crop cycle.  It’s a difficult shift to the new perspective.  Provided that safeguards are in place—re-planting, buffer zones, 
corridors for wildlife, protected zones, staggering and spacing the harvest, closing off logging roads before they become ATV 
racetracks—the temporary “mess” becomes more palatable.  Nature repairs itself, so long as the human stewards permit and 
encourage this.

September

Between September fifth and the eighth, we re-
ceived just over 3.5 inches of rain—a “million dol-
lar rain”—as Fr. Harold used to describe a crop-sav-
ing rain.  Our Abbey farmers were facing a shortfall 
of about 600 round bales of hay, and without a 
timely rain, there would be no third cutting from 
the hay meadows.   With the rain, the grass came 
alive and hay is now being baled again.  Fr. David’s 
farm bulletin told us that this late-season hay is the 
most nutritious of the year, provided the weather 
allows its harvest at the right time.

Brother Tobias is putting in extra time on the 
farm as gentle nursemaid and as jackbooted enforc-
er.  As nursemaid, he hand fed a calf that was born 
with partially paralyzed legs.  After much physical 
therapy, the calf became able to stand, and then 
Br. Tobias had to help it learn to access the normal 
food source.  This youngster now knows how to get 
its supper for itself.  As enforcer, Brother has to pre-
vent another mother from kicking its calf in the head when it tries to suck.  Occasionally, a cow will reject its calf and refuse to 
let it suckle.  Brother T. forces her into a head-lock chute, and stands guard while the calf feeds.  The reluctant mother has not 
accepted her calf, but she has accepted the fact that her kicking will produce instant pain from the enforcer—so she stands still. 
Perhaps this cow would serve better as Angusburgers!

 The church tower bells have become more and more erratic in recent months.  Brother Anselm stays in shape by his 
regular trips up the tower to reset the controls or to repair bell parts.  The system is 50 years old and apparently such is the life 
span of these motors, switches, and pulleys.  The original installer submitted a bid for “state of the art” controls, which would 
hopefully last for the next 50 years.  Other options are under consideration.  Perhaps a hermit could live on the first level of 
the tower and pull ropes.  The last I heard, the church bells are still rung by hand at “the big house,” our mother Abbey, St. 
Meinrad in Indiana.



Correcting, fraternally

Recently, I received a correction from two sources regarding the same matter.  My action, which 
prompted the admonitions, was undeniably imprudent; and was perceived, at least by these two, as 
wrong and possibly scandalous, deserving a correction.

That we are our brother’s keeper is clear all the way from the first chapters of Genesis to Jesus’ 
instructions in the gospels (Matthew 18:15-17; Luke 17:3).  The Rule of Benedict insists that faults 
in community must be corrected, by the Abbot and by all.  Benedict’s guidelines for abbatial and 
mutual fraternal correction could be summarized by the dictum:  “Build one another up in love.”  
(Cf. Ephesians 4:15;  2 Corinthians 2:5-8; James 5: 19-20).

One of the corrections I received was gentle, caring.  My health and welfare—my true good—
was important to this person.  The correction was made out of love.  The other was sarcastic, accusatory, uncaring.  The correc-
tion was made out of anger.  Guess which one I was willing to hear, to consider its merits, perhaps to take to heart.

My senior morality class recently spent some time choosing a moral issue that concerns them, for careful analysis.  I was 
surprised by their choice.  They settled on the question:  when should one intervene in the behavior of another person?  One 
student put it this way:  “I want to be a leader, but I don’t want to be a jerk.  How do I know when it’s right to speak out?”

The conclusion we reached was that we do need to act, to intervene when the behavior or action in question is clearly 
harmful to others or to the perpetrator.  Secondly, the motivation for intervention must be a real concern for the good of the 
wrongdoer and others, rather than our own anger.  Third, the correction must attempt to change the offender’s heart, and not 
just control his or her actions.

On successive weekends in September, Fr. Hugh participated in the ongoing series of “Lunch with the Monks.”  The first 
of these was in St. Louis, where Mr. John Beuerlein treated the Subiaco contingent and St. Louis-area alumni to a Cardinal 
baseball game.  On the following weekend, in Baton Rouge, Fr. Hugh and the Subiaco group were hosted in a skybox at the 
LSU football game.  Fr. Hugh’s sudden enthusiasm for sports is so unexpected!  We are getting a lot of mileage out of this at the 
dinner table, pumping him for sports information.  He cooperates well, deliberately—we think—mangling sports metaphors.

The Subiaco Arts Festival, on September 8, featured the work of 17 artists.  Musical groups and mock battles by the 
Society for Creative Anachronism provided entertainment.  It all came to a soggy end, as a heavy downpour around 12:30 sent 
patrons and artists scurrying for cover.  Coury House was left with a lot of Br. Mel’s gumbo and other food prepared for the 
festival.  Creatively, the Coury House staff sold food following the parish Masses on Saturday and Sunday.

Fr. Mark did a lot of trail blazing and clearing in the ridges this summer, and has completed about two miles of trail.  He 
will be installing trail markers and signs, just in time for fall and winter hiking.  Trail destinations include Cherokee Spring, 
Einsiedeln Chapel Loop, Peter’s Chair, Barbarian Point, East End, and Crest Trail.  Happy trails to you. 

The Society for Creative Anachronism entertaining at the Arts FairVisitors to the Subiaco Abbey Arts Fair browsing among many offerings



Academy

High turnout sets tone for elections
Class elections were held Sept.7, during Teacher’s Assistance (T.A.), and were administered by the executive council. The 

student voters selected a president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and three Student Council representatives. This year 
every Student Council position had a candidate; some positions even had three candidates.        

Mrs. Cheryl Goetz and Mrs. Dianne Hart, sponsors of Student Council, felt the student participation was relatively high 
and comforting. This year 97% of the student body voted. 

Mrs. Hart said, “Mrs. Goetz and I were 

Ten students at Subiaco Academy have earned the designation of AP Scholar by 
the College Board in recognition of their exceptional achievement on the college-
level Advanced Placement Program (AP) Exams. 

About 18 percent of the more than 1.4 million high school students who took 
the exams performed at a sufficiently high level to merit the recognition of AP 
Scholar.

One student, Seung Chul Lee (12), qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinc-
tion Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and 
grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.

Two students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an 
average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher on 
four or more of these exams.  These students are LiQi Tang ‘07 and Joseph Thomas 
‘07.

Seven students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more 
AP Exams with grades of 3 or higher.  The AP Scholars are Christopher Gattis 
‘07, Donald Goetz ‘07, Benjamin Harrison ‘07, Sak Lee (12), William Moore ‘07, 
Christopher Rehm ‘07 and Matthew Sharum (12).  

Of this year’s award recipients at Subiaco Academy, three students, Seung Chul 
Lee, Sak Lee and Matthew Sharum, have one more year in which to complete col-
lege-level work and possibly earn another AP Scholar Award.  

AP scholars noted

by Buck Butler

Senior Student Council candidates Joseph Post and Andrew Yuk help to monitor the 
elections held Thursday, Sept. 6 as they check off sophomore attendance and hand each 
student a ballot. Less than five students failed to cast their vote.

Seung Chul Lee Sak Lee

Matthew Sharum

happy to see so many students run for office 
this year.

Several class officers were grateful to be 
class leaders. 

Joseph Post (12) said, “I am very happy 
that my class entrusted the presidency to me. 
I plan to make an honest effort.” 

High hopes are counted upon these in-
dividuals, to start the beginning of a success-
ful year. Several of the new class officers are 
showing high-spirits in planning and execut-
ing Student Council affairs. 

Mrs. Goetz said, “It is exciting to work 
with students who want to be involved in all 
aspects of student life.”



Students widen horizons by traveling overseas
The world is growing ever smaller.  

Or so it seems when students speak of 
their summer travels.  Several spent time 
overseas. 

Music director Dr. Sharon Kenney 
spends most summers in Italy, a country 
she has adopted as her own.  This sum-
mer she invited four students to Bus-
setto for 12 days in early June for the 
“experience of a lifetime.” 

The opportunity, according to Dr. 
Kenney, was much more than a tour-
ist stop as students were able to live the 
Italian life, eat the food, walk the streets, 
and meet the people. They visited 
antique markets, visited the homes of 
other students, ate in sidewalk cafes, 
rode the trains, and debated politics.  
They developed a new appreciation for 
art, for music and for food, according to 
Dr. Kenney. 

Willie Johnson (12) said, “We did 
more than the tourist thing; we experi-
enced the real culture.”

Dr. Sharon Kenney, music department chairperson, opened her home in Busetto, Italy, to four 
students from Subiaco Academy for nearly two weeks last summer. Pictured are Jason Young 
(Grade 11), Willie Johnson (Grade 12), Dr. Kenney, Erik Raben and Michael Hickey ‘07.

Freshman Brian Donnelly also spent time in Italy.  He and his parents and 13 others from the Diocese of Tulsa took a 12-
day pilgrimage and visited Rome, Assisi, Siena and Vatican City. Tyler Carr, a junior, loves all things Japanese.   He spent 
five days in late July in Tokyo and Keota, getting the chance to visit many of the places he had read and studied about.

His fascination with Japan began years ago.  For a couple of years he has been learning the language by going on line.  “I 
speak a little.  Enough to help me get around.  A lot of people there know English,” he said.  

“It was very westernized.  I was surprised.”  Still, he did enjoy his tours of the temples and ancient sights.  
Chance Kidd also toured Japan this summer.  For two days, he and his dad wandered around on their own.  
Chance can name at least 28 countries he has visited.  He spent three weeks this past summer adding to his list of countries 

visited.  
This summer he and his grandmother took a cruise of the Baltic Sea area, spending two or three days each in Russia, Ger-

many, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, England and Astoria.  
Two of his favorite destinations of all were Greece and Turkey.  “All the things you see in textbooks, you’ve only read about, 

and then there it is in front of your eyes.” He now has actual images and pictures in his mind of the places he has studied in 
Greek mythology and religion classes.       

The “Highlands and Islands” of Scotland satisfied senior Dylan Veron for nearly two weeks in July as he participated in a 
junior golf exchange program with young golfers in Scotland.  

As a member of the Lake Charles (LA) Country Club, he, along with nine other boys ages 15-17, stayed in Monifieth near 
the coast of the North Sea.  

“[Scotland] was amazing.  Cleaner, less commercial,” he said. “The area we stayed in was like a lot of small towns put 
together for a small town feel even though there are over 500,000 people.”

He played 18 holes most days, sometimes playing until midnight.  The best part of the trip was the three days as a specta-
tor watching some of the world’s best golfers compete in the British Open.  “I was on the 18th hole, so I watched the finish.  It 
was a playoff between Padric Harrington and Sergio Garcia.”

Next year, Dylan and his family will host a member of the Scottish junior golfers program in their home.
Matt Miller, a senior from Fort Smith, AR, spent three weeks near Madrid, the capital of Spain, as part of a Fayetteville 

Rotary Club exchange program. 
“It was a lot of fun and I learned a lot about Spain.  I saw the king’s current house, the old castle. I went to the Prado and 

to the Picasso Museum,” said Matt.



New headmaster to start year
The ’07-’08 school year began with few changes.  The most notable change 

was the appointment of Mr. Roy Goetz as interim headmaster.  A search committee 
continues to accept applications for full-time headmaster for next year.  

Mr. Goetz, who is married to English and religion teacher Cheryl Goetz, re-
placed Mr. Michael Berry, who stepped down after five years as headmaster.   

Abbot Jerome Kodell  appointed Mr. Goetz as interim headmaster to replace 
Mr. Berry.  He will be one of several applicants for the permanent position.         
     

Mr. Goetz stood out as a qualified candidate because of his impressive amount 
of experience in education and administration.

Mr. Goetz has taught for 21 years with a varied background in education.  He 
has taught in the Solomon Islands and  at various schools in Arkansas, and was a 
principal at Saint Paul Catholic School in Pocahontas before coming to Subiaco. 

“Abbot Jerome often says that no one comes to Subiaco by accident, and I be-
lieve that.  The first time I visited Subiaco was during my pre-ordination retreat for 
the permanent diaconate in 1998.  At the time, I never imagined I would have the 
opportunity to teach here, much less be the headmaster,” said Mr. Goetz.  

“I believe in the mission of the school, and that makes it a pleasure to serve 
most days.  I have to admit that during the dreary days of winter I do miss the 
warmth, white sand, and blue water of the Solomon Islands,” said Mr. Goetz.

In other news, returning students had hopes of an easier dress code this year, 
but the administration will continue to use issued Parker uniforms for the year.  
Plans are that the ’08-’09 school year will allow students to wear other brands of 
khaki pants or shorts.  Polos will be purchased from the school shirt shop.  

According to Mr. Greg Timmerman, dean of men, the change in uniform 
policy is designed to save the students money. The new polos are expected to be 
eight to ten dollars cheaper. 

Interim headmaster Mr. Roy Goetz continues to teach the Jazz Ensemble class. Members Andrew 
Yuk (12) and Ralph Bray (10) listen to his instructions as they prepare.

Life at Subiaco 
during WWI

Notes taken from a Subiaco in-
house newsletter (Der Klausner von 
Subiako) from around the time of 
the First World War. Translated from 
the German by Abbot Jerome Kodell, 
OSB

September 13, 1916    
Fr. Aemilian is apparently in-

fected with the “preparedness-fever” 
gripping the land.  He has founded 
the S.C.C.C. (Subiaco College Ca-
det Corps), troop of students who 
dress in khaki and every Wednesday 
and Saturday are initiated in the 
secrets of military conduct. 

April 9, 1917  
The students had an outing to 

the waterfall [on Short Mountain.]  
The S.C.C. Corps led the way 
marching.  When the local citizens 
saw the troops marching in their 
khaki uniforms, there was alarm.   
Quickly the word spread that the 
Germans are coming!  When the 
troop of cadets stopped at a farm-
house to ask for a drink from the 
well, they found no one home.  
Later we learned that the family had 
gone into hiding out of fear of the 
murderous Germans!

April 1918    
On April 9 a Liberty Loan 

Bond parade was held in Paris.  Our 
Cadets made a great impression.  
The 70 young men took off an hour 
before noon, two of them carry-
ing knapsacks with sandwiches, 
and walked the 9 kilometers to 
Paris.  With their exact protocol 
and movements, they aroused the 
admiration of the whole city.  



Alumni

Alumni president Bill Schwartz
by Don Berend

When people say that someone’s life 
has been a rocky road it usually leaves 
the impression of a rough time in grow-
ing up, but in the case of Bill Schwartz 
’63, he was practically born on a rock 
pile and he doesn’t seem the worse for 
wear from it.

When Bill took over the reins of the 
Alumni Association after the ’07 Re-
union he came into the job with plenty 
of executive experience. After gradu-
ation he spent some time at Arkansas 
State Teachers College, but soon found 
himself involved in the family stone 
quarry located in Midway, Arkansas. 
After starting at the bottom he worked 

himself up to general manager in 1988. 
Through the years he has bought out 

other family members until he controls 
the company. Besides furnishing archi-
tectural stone and flagstone, the opera-
tion also has a large rock crushing plant 
that furnishes gravel for the local area. 

He is married to the former Linda 
Freeman and they have one daughter 
and two grandchildren. 

Shortly after assuming the Presi-
dency of the Association, Bill received a 
good initiation as he and brother Gene 
spent a week working Summer Camp. 
Besides his work with the Alumni Asso-
ciation, Bill is an outdoorsman. He likes 
to hunt and fish and has been active in 
Quail Unlimited.  He also finds time to 
slip in an occasional game of golf.

Bill Schwartz ‘63

If your idea of tailgate parties is a 
lineup of fancy cookers serving every-
thing from hot dogs to sirloins, you’re 
not thinking of a Subiaco tailgate party. 
Since 1998, when Pat Weaver ‘76 was 
Director of Admissions, the Alumni As-
sociation has been sponsoring a cookout 
prior to a home football game. Original-
ly this was before the first home game of 
the season, but for the last several years 
it has been delayed hoping for cooler 
weather. 

In the early years the party was 
held in Wardlaw Hall and catered by 
the kitchen staff, but now the food is 
cooked on site and served on the west 
side of the Field House under the pine 
trees. The occasion affords an opportu-
nity for out-of-town alumni and friends 
and local fans to have time to visit and 
build some school spirit prior to the 
game. 

This year’s menu of hot dogs and 
hamburgers and all the trimmings was 
served up by Don Berend ‘57, Ron 
Kaufman ‘65 and Sam Schluterman ‘82. 
Students helped in the setting up and 
tearing down of the equipment.

Alumni Association sponsors annual tailgate party

Abbot Jerome and Br. Ephrem joined other alumni at the tailgate party

Don Berend (almost invisible) organized this year’s tailgate party, Sam Schluterman was chef



Where are they now?
Jack Willems ‘06 had an article 

published in June in the Cincinnati In-
quirer and in the Daily Citizen (Searcy, 
AR) about a Searcy man who had 
donated bone marrow to a person in 
need. Jack spent part of his summer in 
England and Italy.

Andrew Eubanks ‘06, after his first 
year at Annapolis, spent 10 days train-
ing on a submarine in the Atlantic; his 
role was observing others do their job. 
Next year he will begin work on his ma-
jor, quantitative economics, and hopes 
to work on his MBA after graduation.

The Amerine boys are all in the 
Navy flight program. Lee ‘99 is flying 
jets while Travis ‘01 is nearly finished 
with flight school and Denver ‘03 is in 
Pensacola in flight school.

Dante Tomasini ‘63 owns Benefits 
Plus of Columbia (Insurance and Pay-
roll Marketing). His company works in 
eight states in the south.

Christopher Nosek ‘97 has 
received the degree of Associate of Ap-
plied Science in Health Information 
Management from Texas State Technical 
College in Abilene, TX.

Andrew Koch ‘05, a junior at 
Arkansas Tech University majoring in 
Biology, has been on the Dean’s list the 
last two years. 

Jim Frederick ‘85 has spent the last 
8 of his 22 years with Weyerhaeuser as 
a Quality/Environmental Manager. He 
and his wife Veronica have recently built 
a new house in Charleston.

Rob Swanson ‘84 is an Interna-
tionally Certified Arborist practicing 
out of Caldwell, GA. He works with 
architects, landscape architects, builders, 
developers and engineers to create tree 
conservation areas on proposed con-
struction sites.

The Manjarrez brothers are both 
in college. Juan ‘03 is a 1st year theolo-
gian at St. Mary’s Seminary, Houston, 
TX, and Luis ‘04 is a senior at U of A 
majoring in Criminal Justice.

David W. Willmann, Capt. (Ret) 
USN ‘69 is entering his 10th year on 
the faculty of the U.S. Army War Col-
lege in Carlisle, PA. He retired from the 
Navy in 2003 after 30 years of active 
duty. He also works with the Distance 
Education faculty of the Naval War Col-
lege in Newport, RI.

Luke Sontag ‘99, President of 
Vidoop, a Tulsa-based tech company, 
unveiled in April an innovative new 
way to log onto web sites that replaces 
unchanging passwords with a picture-
based interface.

Michael Farrell ‘68 is Director 
- Asset Management, TIAA-CREF 
Global Real Estate. He and his wife 
Bernadette are living in Westport, CT.

Chris Fredeman ‘61 has retired 
from the City of Dothan, Ala-
bama, as Director of the Dothan 
Civic Center/Opera House after 
41 years in the business.

Josh Lovan ‘96, after 6 years 
with the Ft. Smith police depart-
ment, has accepted a position 
with ABF Freight Systems, Inc. 
as a security specialist.

Steven J. Coon ‘86 AGR 
Medical Officer, 1LT, TXNG 
has returned to Austin, TX, from 
Kosovo. He is waiting for his 
next assignment.

Colin Cottingham ‘81 is 
doing tax work in the Fayetteville 
area and working with the Mexi-
can and Marshallese communities.

Chris Josef ‘00 has a new duty in 
Virginia Beach, VA, teaching classes of 
sailors and Marines getting ready for 
deployment.

Ryan Schluterman ‘99 is working 
as an accountant with his father Mi-
chael ‘69 and is preparing for the CPA 
exam.

Chris Robinson ‘01 is working 
for Lockheed Martin as a mechanical 
engineer in the critical machining area. 
He is engaged to Leslie Martin.

Mark Schroeder ‘90 is living in 
Dallas and working for Perot Systems.

Wayne Holtmeier ‘01 has earned a 
helicopter instructor’s license and is now 
teaching, working air shows and flying 
power lines.

Phil Johnson ‘76 is enrolled in a 
graduate seminar on Vatican Council II 
at the Aquinas Institute on the campus 
of St. Louis University in St. Louis, 
MO. To his great surprise he found Dr. 
Robert Woolsey, his old classmate from 
Subiaco, also enrolled in the class. 

Since retiring from the account-
ing profession, Anthony Papa ‘47 has 
served as president of the Gertrude Ford 
Foundation in Jackson, MS. The Foun-
dation has been generous to Subiaco 
Academy.

Adam Stengel ‘01 has been work-
ing in Comayagua, Honduras, since 
graduation from the University of 
Arkansas. He is married to Fatima Mar-
cela Alfaro Hernandez. He is currently 
manager of a community center under 
the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal.

Jason Gehrig ‘89, after having 
spent 7 1/2 years in Bolivia with Mary-
knoll, began classes at Fordham Uni-
versity in New York City this fall. His 
wife Felicia will be teaching Spanish at 3 
Catholic schools in the Bronx.

Anthony Papa ‘47, Bernard Millette ‘85, Ken 
Sutterfield, Paul Millette ‘84 and Abbot Jerome ‘57 
visiting and fishing near Jackson, MS.



Hank Schenk ‘88 is working for 
L-3 Communication in San Antonio 
as a software engineer. He works under 
contract for the Air Force research labo-
ratory at Brooks Air Force Base. He is 
also a member of the Texas Air National 
Guard and doing graduate work at St. 
Mary’s University.

Paul Wilhelm ‘88 is a physician 
in Kiowa, KS. After commuting from 
Wichita for 3 years, he and his family 
moved there this year.

Angelo Lucchesi ‘74 is teach-
ing ethics at Christian Brothers High 
School in Memphis. He still has his 
hand in the pizza business. 

John Figari ‘83 is in his second 
year teaching languages at St. Johnsbury 
Academy in St. Johnsbury, VT, about 30 
miles south of the Canadian border.

Obituaries

Joe Sellmeyer ‘47 died Sept. 9, 
2007, in Jonesboro, AR. He had served 
in the Army during the Korean War and 
was a member of the VFW in Knoe-
bel and the American Legion. He was 
a farmer and enjoyed working on the 
farm and in his shop. He is survived 
by his wife of 52 years, Doris. Other 
survivors include two sons, Eddie and 
Joey; two sisters Mary Ann Eaton and 
Margaret Harris; and five grandchildren.

Robert Lisko ‘76 died in August, 
2007.

Bob Kodell ‘65 died in Cleveland, 
TN, July 5, 2007. He is survived by 
his wife Barbara, and brothers Abbot 
Jerome ‘57, Frank ‘59 and Ralph ‘62. 

Robert Harper, Jr. ‘63 died re-
cently.

The death of Leon Raible ‘57 
marked the end of a fascinating career in 
the high tech field. The following is taken 
from Sons of Subiaco, a book about the 
Class of ‘57.  

Leon Raible 
entered the Uni-
versity of Arkansas 
after Subiaco and 
earned a degree in 
Electrical Engineer-
ing. He would later 
do graduate work 
at the University 
of Tennessee, the 
University of South Florida and Florida 
Institute of Technology where he added 
MSEE and MSEA degrees. 

Leon and his wife Sue have been 
married 47 years and have three daugh-
ters and seven grandchildren.

 Leon never worked for NASA but 
he was at Cape Canaveral in the 1960s 
working for subcontractors. He was in 
Blockhouse 19 as a launch team mem-
ber working on the Gemini manned 

New Horizons spacecraft, now in route 
to Pluto.

Leon may never have worked for 
NASA but it looks like his influence has 
sure been felt there.

Leon Raible ‘57

Danny Adams ‘07 is playing rugby 
at the University of Tennessee. They 
have played the likes of the Kenya 
National team and Indiana University. 
He is hoping to play against Andrew 
Eubanks ‘06 and his U.S. Naval Acad-
emy team.

Andrew Arbogast ‘03 is surviving 
at helicopter school in Alabama; wilder-
ness training involved eating whatever 
wildlife could be found.

Landry Campbell ‘00, after 6 
years with Starbucks, has enlisted in the 
USAF to begin a career in F-15 avion-
ics. 

After starting his career with Macy’s 
and spending time with Calvin Klein, 
Donna Karan and Ralph Lauren, Mat-
thew LaFargue ‘84 is currently the Vice 
President of Global Sales for Michael 

Kors Accessories. He spends much of his 
time at meetings and on planes.

Patrick Griebel ‘89 will join a 
smaller law firm in Albuquerque and at 
the same time is joining a partnership 
with two other business partners to start 
a solar installation contracting company 
called “Cobalt Solar.”

After spending most of the last year 
doing field research in Brazil studying 
the development of the internet and 
telecenter usage, Jeremiah Spence ‘97, 
has returned to Austin to complete his 
Master’s thesis. 

Bill Grass, Jr. ‘61 retired after 31 
years with Union Carbide in 1996 and 
has been living the great life enjoying 
electronic gadgets and traveling.

Joe Spivey ‘77 was named Presi-
dent of Liberty Bank in Springdale, AR.

space capsule. In the early 1970s he 
returned to the national space program 
and worked at Kennedy Space Center 
for the launch of Skylab. Both of these 
programs (Gemini and Skylab) are 
historic, and the pioneering work done 
at the space center was recently com-
memorated as an IEEE milestone.

Leon has worked on projects for 
the defense department and in the 70s 
worked on new product development 
for Univac mainframe computers.

In the 80s he worked on the de-
velopment of a small radar seeker for 
missile guidance. His team actually pro-
duced and demonstrated a completely 
autonomous air launched missile using a 
F16 as the launch platform.

In the 90s he worked on upgrades 
to the Army’s main battle tank. Later 
in the 90s he switched back to Space 
for the development of inertial guid-
ance systems used on launch vehicles 
and satellites.  In 2006 designs which 
he contributed to provided guidance for 
both the Atlas V launch vehicle and the 



Development

Development Director’s Message

Remember Subiaco in your will
Endowment to educational and religious institutions 

is often made by bequest. By remembering Subiaco in 
your will, you can help guarantee the future financial 
security of Subiaco Abbey and Academy. This form of 
“building for the future” is available to all friends of 
Subiaco Abbey, regardless of the size of their estate or 
their present financial responsibilities. 

For all estate planning, our legal name is: 

Subiaco Abbey

Year end giving is one of the themes of our development section this time. But in looking back 
over the past year it is clear that we have many reasons to be thankful. 

Two of the Faculty Chairs have been completed, honoring Fr. Robert Lazzari and Abbot Jerome 
Kodell. Proceeds from these funds will improve our ability to keep and hire better faculty, as well as 
strengthen the entire program of the Academy. During the past year the Academy has received two 
new mini-busses and one new full-sized bus. These busses will be both more comfortable and safer for 
their student passengers. 

Work on Heard Hall has been completed. Over the last couple of years we have been able to 
replace all the windows and the boiler, making the building far more energy efficient and quieter. 
Through the generosity of many benefactors we have been able to replace all the original furniture 
of the building with new, durable beds, lockers and desks as well as replace the floor and furniture in the lobby. New laundry 
equipment is now in use both in Heard Hall and throughout the Main Building. 

The new school year began with five new interactive whiteboards for use in classrooms. Instruction is moving along in the 
21st century. The music department was able to purchase new fullsized digital pianos and now boasts a piano lab that enables 
the piano teacher to give instruction to as many as eight students at the same time. The teacher monitors the student’s progress 
through headsets that enable direct communication with each student or to the group as a whole.

And that is just recalling some of the gifts that directly affected the Academy. On the monastery side we have seen the 
repair of “the Wall.” In his letter to our benefactors Abbot Jerome mentioned the “unexpected” expense of the repair of the wall 
overlooking the Abbey cemetery. We have been overwhelmed by the many who have mentioned they “wanted to help with the 
wall.” The area of the wall that had fallen down is now repaired and work has begun on another section of that wall that is also 
weak but has not yet fallen. 

Work is moving along on the boiler for the Abbey church. The original boiler has been removed, piece by piece, and the 
new one is in place and being connected so that it will be ready when we begin to need heat. Right now no one misses it, but 
when it goes to work we know that this new boiler will save us a lot because it is much more efficient than the one installed 
when the church was built almost 50 years ago. This work is being done by our maintenance personnel who try to work on it 
from time to time while keeping everything else around us working. 

We are presently seeking information and bids on two other major projects that will have to be completed before long 
- replacing the front doors on the abbey church and upgrading of the abbey’s water purification plant. 

As we reflect on all the support we have received from so many, we can only thank you and the Lord for your generosity. 
May God bless each and every one of you!



Abbot Jerome Kodell Endowed Faculty Chair completed

Subiaco Academy will be holding a raffle as part of the annual carnival 
again next spring. The Arkansas Legislature passed a law making charitable 
raffles and bingo legal in the state. There are a number of restrictions and 
requirements that must be met, but Academy officials have met these and 
received permission to hold the raffle. 

For many years the raffle was the mainstay of the Academy Carnival 
which provided much support for needs of the school. But two years ago 
a law that had been on the books from the early days of Arkansas began to 
be enforced and the bishop asked all Catholic parishes and organizations to 
stop using these means of fundraising until they were declared legal. 

About a year ago the people of Arkansas voted to make charitable raffles 
and bingo legal and asked the legislature to set up regulations that would 
assure that these were truly for charitable purposes and not merely financial 
ventures. 

The Academy carnival will be held Saturday March 1, 2008, during the 
annual parent weekend.

Academy will hold annual carnival with raffle in 2008 

Just ten months ago on January 20, 2007, the Subiaco Academy Board of 
Trustees adopted and initiated the Endowed Faculty Chair program. The cata-
lyst for this initiative was three $125,000 challenge gifts pledged by two separate 
alumni. Over the past several months, alumni and friends of Subiaco have been 
personally invited to share in this opportunity by contributing to the matching gift 
fund. The Endowed Faculty Chair program will benefit the Academy and the chair 
holders in perpetuity. This past month sufficient matching funds were received 
completing the Abbot Jerome Kodell Endowed Faculty Chair in the amount of 
$250,000. 

The Abbot Jerome Kodell Chair joins the Father Robert Lazzari Chair that was 
initiated by the class of ’57 in 1997 and completed this past summer as the class 
celebrated their 50th class reunion. In addition to these chairs, two other chairs 
were also announced this past year for Father Hugh Assenmacher and Brother 
Ephrem O’Bryan. 

A generous alumnus has pledged $125,000 for each of the two additional 
chairs, conditional on their being matched. A gift to your selected chair will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar up to $125,000 each. This represents $250,000 for 
each of the four chairs totaling one million dollars when all four Endowed Faculty 
Chairs are completed. 

Each year 5% of the fund balance for each chair will be used to provide ap-
proximately $12,500. A selected faculty member will be chosen as the chair holder for one of the four chairs. Each faculty 
chair holder will receive an additional $3,000 personal stipend, plus $2,000 for discretionary spending within the chair holder’s 
department.  The remaining $7,500 will be distributed among all the full-time faculty members to increase salaries above the 
base established by the Board of Trustees.  Selected chair holders will be named on a three-year rotating basis with an option to 
be renamed. The purpose of the Endowed Faculty Chairs is to ensure and maintain high educational standards by providing 
outstanding faculty in specific disciplines and providing facilities that enrich the life of the young men attending the academy 
today and for generations to come. 

For addition information on the Endowed Faculty Chair program please contact the Subiaco Development office at (479) 
934-1001 or ksutterfield@subi.org.

Abbot Jerome Kodell, OSB

At Carnival 2006 Dean of Men Greg Timmerman got 
plastered in the pie throw



Giving thanks at year end

PRAYER HOTLINE
Let us join you in praying for your needs. 

The telephone number to call is:

1-800-350-5889

FALL is a traditional time when we express thanks for the many blessings we have received, and a time to pause and make 
plans for the future. As we approach the end of the year we are often met with multiple requests for charitable gifts. As is so 
often the case many of these are worthy of our support. As you take the time to consider your support for Subiaco, please con-
sider the specific nature of your personal stewardship. Your generous gifts help increase the impact of Subiaco’s ministry while 
at the same time helping to meet your personal priorities as well. In addition, your giving creates tax savings and other special 
benefits for all parties concerned.  

ALL GIFTS mailed or otherwise completed by December 31 qualify for tax deductibility for 2007. These gifts have the 
potential to reduce income tax on up to one-half of your adjusted gross income (AGI). In addition, gifts in excess of that 
amount can result in tax savings for as many as five future years. Remember, the higher your tax bracket, the more you save.  

SAVE MORE now when you donate other assets such as stocks, bonds, mutual funds and other certain assets that have 
increased in value since you have owned them.  Congress has provided that in addition to regular tax savings, you also do not 
have to pay capital gains tax on assets that have increased in value. This extra tax savings is another reason why some people 
choose to make their gifts in this way. When making a gift of securities, be sure to check with your financial services provider 
to ensure your gift is completed properly and in a timely manner. We will be pleased to assist you or interface with your advisor 
as you walk through the process. 

IRA GIVING IN 2007:   This year, if you are over the age of 70 1/2, it is possible to make a tax-free charitable gift from 
your IRA. This provision in the tax law will expire this year! These funds will never be subject to income or estate tax, therefore 
this unparalleled opportunity may make it possible to give more, benefiting both the charity and the donor. Check with your 
IRA administrator for more details regarding the amount and timing of such gifts. Keep in mind that everyone’s circumstances 
are different, and state as well as federal tax laws may affect your plans. 

LEAVING A LEGACY:   Toward the end of the year, many also choose to review their long-range estate and financial 
plans. Wills, life insurance policies, retirement accounts, and other planning vehicles can offer special ways to leave a lasting 
legacy. In addition, as a result of changes in the tax law, most Americans find they can now leave more to loved ones and/or 
their charitable interests like Subiaco, free of federal estate or gift taxes. 

As the year draws to a close and you consider the countless blessings from this past year, please act now to assure you have 
accomplished your family and charitable goals. “There is no doubt that stewardship is a way of life and at the heart of what 
it means to be a disciple of Christ. We must acknowledge that we are possessed by a good and gracious God. Stewardship is 
about something far more radical, far more fundamental than money and giving.  Our stewardship is a part of our faith; it is a 
lifestyle that reflects who we are and what we believe. Stewardship is really a call to be a holy people”.* 

Thank you for your support of Subiaco. We recognize that with God’s help and your obedience we can count on this 
valued stewardship partnership with a grateful heart. Please let anyone in the Development Office know how we can best come 
alongside you and be of assistance in the coming months. 

* Daniel Conway, What do I own and what owns me?
 
Subiaco Abbey & Academy Development Department Staff 
Ken Sutterfield--- Chief Development Officer
Fr. Richard Walz, OSB--- Director of Development
Gina Schluterman--- Development Office Supervisor
Linda Freeman--- Development Office Assistant 
Br. Ephrem O’Bryan, OSB--- Public Information Coordinator/Development 
Assistant
Contact us at (479)-934-1001 or www.subi.org

“There is no doubt that 
stewardship is a way of 
life and at the heart of 
what it means to be a 
disciple of Christ.”
 Daniel Conway
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Coury House Weekend Retreat rates include two nights and six meals.  
A shared room: $100. Private room: $150. Married Couple: $195.

Rates for private retreats, days of recollection, 
and special groups are available upon request.

For more information or reservations, contact us at: 
479-934-4411 or 479-934-1290 or FAX: 479-934-4040

The Coury House Book Store and Gift Shop
offers quality religious articles and books for spiritual growth and direction.

Call Donna Forst at: 479-934-4411 or 479-934-1292
Check our web site: www.subi.org or e-mail us at: couryhouse@subi.org 

or chgifts@subi.org 

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House
November
 2-4 Little Rock Scripture Studies Leaders Retreat
 9-11 Catholic Campus Ministry Retreat
  Matt Talbot Retreat
 16-18 St. Monica Women’s Group, Tulsa, OK
 30-Dec 2  Dan Egan Retreat

December
 31-Jan 1 New Year’s Evening of Recollection

January, 2008
       11-13 Serenity Retreat
 18 Academy Board Meeting

Abbey Brittle and Monk Sauce are again ready for mailing. We have plans to produce some 3000 tins of our famous pea-
nut brittle during the next three months. 

Monk Sauce is extremely hot, made from Habanero peppers grown right here at Subiaco Abbey from seeds brought back 
from Santa Familia in Belize.  

The peanut brittle comes in a two pound can with the Abbey Brittle monk logo along with a shippable gift box and enclo-
sure card if requested. Monk Sauce is bottled in 5oz. glass bottles and shipped bubble wrapped in cardboard boxes. 
Prices including shipping in the United States: 
Abbey Brittle - $20.00
Monk Sauce - $8.00
When you order 4-12 bottles of Monk Sauce the cost is $4.00 per bottle plus a flat fee of $10.00 for shipping:
e.g., 4 MS - $16+$10= $26.00
To order:
Ph 479-934-1001
FAX 479-934-4328
E-mail: development@cei.net
Web: www.subi.org

Abbey Brittle & Monk Sauce


