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Subiaco is part of “Benedictine Family”
by Fr. Hugh Assenmacher, OSB

This fall, 2005, three things happened which show that Subiaco Abbey is part of a larger Bene-
dictine structure.  The Academy Headmaster, Mr. Mike Berry, attended the world-wide meeting of 
Benedictine schools.  This convention was at St. Mary’s Abbey and School in Morristown, New Jersey.  
The second event, at home, was the regular Visitation of the Abbey by officials designated by the 
Abbot President of the Swiss-American Congregation, of which Subiaco is a member. The third event 
was Subiaco Abbey’s response to the needs of St. Joseph’s Abbey in Louisiana, devastated by hurricane 
Katrina (see page 13).  The three events demonstrate a fraternal relationship between Benedictines of 
our area, our nation, and of the world.  

Really, there is no Benedictine Order, if by “Order” one understands a modern, centralized and 
organized group like the Jesuits, Mother Theresa’s Missionaries of Charity, or Wal-Mart.  Rather, we 
are a “confederation” of like-minded monasteries (of men and women) which follow the Rule of St. 
Benedict.  One might even compare the Benedictine “Order” to the thirteen original colonies in the 
United States before the Revolutionary War.  The colonies were separate, independent entities which 
might join together for different things, having similar ideals, but not bound together formally or legally. The independent 
houses of the Benedictine Confederation strive to live and work “that in all things God may be glorified” according to the 
mind of St. Benedict.  Beyond this common “family” spirit, there is no juridical framework, mold, or ministry which charac-
terizes a Benedictine house.

Subiaco Abbey belongs to the Swiss-American Congregation, one of the groupings of men’s monasteries in the United 
States.  The monasteries of this congregation owe their origins to Swiss monasteries.  The Swiss-American Congregation is 
probably more loosely organized than most of the other congregations of the Order. 

Still, Benedictines do cooperate with one another, help one another, are united with one another in many ways besides 
their sharing of the Rule of St. Benedict.  There are innumerable community newsletters, papers and magazines that keep 
other houses in touch with a particular community; death notices appear constantly on monastic bulletin boards, as do 
requests for prayer for particular needs of other communities.  The published histories of various communities are sure to 
be read publicly in monastic refectories, or used in formation classes or for private reading, thus sharing a lived experience 
of Benedictine life.  The various congregations follow their particular “Ordo,” a liturgical calendar which gives instructions 
for the celebration of the Office and Mass, along with summaries of the membership of the houses of the congregation.  The 
numerous Benedictine congregations are loosely bound together by their periodic General Chapters and regular Visitations of 
each community by officials designated by the President of the Congregation.  The American Benedictine Academy, with its 
periodical The American Benedictine Review and its yearly convention, promotes scholarly endeavors among Benedictines.  The 
Monastic Liturgy Forum and the Benedictine Musicians’ Association (both meeting every other summer) offer much practical 
help to communities of monks and nuns, keeping its members in contact and offering mutual support.  Other such support 
groups include the yearly meetings of all the abbots and prioresses.  These meetings offer educational and practical help to the 
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I Am Invisible

“My first and primary 
layer (of identity in the 
Church) is as a religious, 
a Benedictine monk. 
It’s not the same thing 
as priesthood. ––Men 
called to the religious life 
do not necessarily have a 
priestly vocation.”

I am invisible. Or almost.  I am becoming invisible. I need your help before I disappear com-
pletely.  You think you see me but you don’t. 

When people look at me they often don’t see me in my primary identity in the Church (after 
Baptism). What they see is a Catholic priest. And that’s true enough. I am a priest and very happy to 
be identified as one.  But that’s my second layer.  My first layer is invisible.

My first and primary layer is as a member of a religious order in the Church. It’s not the same 
thing as priesthood.  My first identity is as a religious, a Benedictine monk.  I was a monk before 
I was a priest, and I became a priest as part of my monastic obedience.  But most people see me 
primarily as a priest.

Is that bad?  No, and if it were happening only to me, it wouldn’t be worth mentioning.  But it 
is happening to men religious in general. Thousands of us are becoming invisible, and what we represent is in danger of disap-
pearing from public consciousness.  Whenever one of the many and varied expressions of Catholic life becomes invisible, it is a 
diminishment in the rich tapestry that is life in the Catholic Church.

For some of us this is nothing new.  The most invisible group in the Church are the religious Brothers.  Every parish has 
the ministry of a priest, but the presence of a Brother is rare, depending on whether Brothers are involved in a special ministry 
in the parish, such as education or spiritual formation. Some Brothers are well known locally in monasteries, and in ministries 
of education, health care, and service of the poor.  But often, when a Brother shows up, people don’t know how to take him.  
Why don’t you go all the way? or, Why aren’t you a priest?  Did you flunk out?

The awareness of men’s religious life is fading out of the everyday consciousness 
of the Catholic faithful.  Sometimes it even drops off the screen of bishops and parish 
priests.  A typical reference in calls for Church vocations is for “priests and sisters.”  
Even when the usage is “priests and religious” it usually means the same thing, because 
what flashes through our minds is a group of men who are priests and a group of 
women who are religious. Several years ago when a new ministry was being promoted 
in our diocese, in order to handle the numbers one day was scheduled for informing 
the priests, another for the religious.  I signed up for the one for religious, assuming 
that the session for priests was primarily for pastors of parishes.  All the participants 
of the day for religious were Sisters, except for two male Carmelites and me.  A lay 
volunteer helping arrange the meetings asked me, “What are you doing here?  This is 
for religious.” 

Part of it is my own fault. When I appear in public I don’t ordinarily wear my mo-
nastic habit but a clerical shirt or suit, which is the identifying garb of a priest.  I have 

constituent monasteries.  Similar to the abbot/prioress groups, the priors of men’s communities meet yearly, as do the forma-
tion directors.  Periodically, American Benedictine Junior monks gather for a summer institute at different monasteries.  These 
support/study groups are hosted by different monasteries who volunteer to do this–much like family reunions rotate from place 
to place.

Every four years, all abbots of the world are invited to a Congress of Abbots in Rome, in union with the Abbot Primate.  
Benedictine women superiors also attend this congress.  The Abbot Primate, residing in Rome, while having no authority as 
does a Superior General in other orders, is accepted, honored, and listened to by all Benedictines as he constantly travels the 
world to visit communities and to encourage them in their monastic living.

Both Benedictine women and men have yearly “recyclage” (refresher courses) programs in Rome.  These groupings give 
an opportunity for ordinary Benedictines to come together for study, fellowship, and to renew themselves at the birthplace of 
Benedict and Scholastica and the Order. The organization A.I.M. (Alliance for International Monasticism) solicits and dis-
penses resources and information for monasteries just starting and perhaps struggling in Third World countries.  The list could 
go on and on.  

 The Benedictine Order is extremely independent and varied.  Each house, with its particular spirit, lifestyle and aposto-
lates, tries to live out the formative Benedictine mottos:  “Pax” (Peace), and “Ut in omnibus glorificetur Deus” (That in all things 
God may be glorified).



Abbey

Abbey Journal
October

There is a story told about St. Peter encountering a recent arrival in heaven moping around, sighing wistfully.  Admon-
ished by the Saint that no one should be sad in heaven, the new arrival responded:  “Yes, everything is wonderful here.  But I 
just can’t help it.  I’m from Arkansas and it’s October.”  Our October weather measured up to that high standard, with flawless 
warm days and cool “open window” nights.  There is something different—clean and transparent—to the blue of the sky and 
the radiance of October sunsets.  Hay making continued right to the end of the month, even after the first frost on October 
25.  The steady warmth and sunshine delayed the onset of fall colors, so that at month’s end most trees remained green.

On October 7th, about 500 fifth graders from around the state spent the day at Subiaco, participating in activities designed 
to raise awareness about religious vocations in the Church.  All the junior monks assisted in shepherding these high-energy 
boys and girls throughout the day.  Bishop Sartain celebrated Mass with them in the afternoon.  Hopefully some seeds were 
planted which will mature in future years.

Two groups of Knights of Columbus men from Gainesville, Texas, came for weekends of “ora et labora.”  Father Nicholas, 
former pastor at Gainesville, conducted their prayer and work.  With many hands at work, a fence line was cleared and a new 
fence installed along East Avenue North.  The cattle had been having their way with the old fence, but it seems that they have 
more respect for the new.

Visitors the following week were three official “Visitators.”  Every three years, each monastery of our Swiss-American Fed-
eration of monasteries has an official “inspection” or “visitation.”  Monks from other houses spend several days with us, during 
which they hold private interviews with each monk and consult with monastic officials.  At the end, they write up a “recessus,” 
a final report on the status of the monastery as they see it. We are urged to deal with any concerns that surfaced during the 
visitation.  Their recommendations have no binding force, but this triennial exercise does keep us from ignoring problems or 
sweeping them under the rug.  The visitators did give us some things to work on.  Darn!  Just when we thought that we were 
already perfect!

The month ended with many monks—fourteen, I believe—attending the Eucharistic Congress in Little Rock.  This was 
the culmination of the year-long observance of the Year of the Eucharist.  It was an impressive gathering of perhaps 6000 
Catholics at the State Fairgrounds Complex for a day of prayer, study, adoration, liturgy, and fellowship.  Abbot Jerome gave 

to admit I am contributing to the problem by doing this.  But even if I wore the monastic habit everywhere I went, it would be 
one small drop in a very large ocean, especially in states like Arkansas, where there are very few men religious.  Anyway, monks 
are in the minority among men religious who now regularly wear a religious habit even in their home communities.

Why is this invisibility troubling me?  I have already mentioned the diminishment to the rich tapestry of life in the Catho-
lic Church.  There is another reason, too, of more immediate concern. Everyone speaks of a vocation crisis in the Church, 
meaning there aren’t as many priests and religious as there were before, not enough to meet what we perceive as the need, and 
the number is declining. One sure way to make that crisis worse is to carry on with a diminishing awareness of men’s religious 
life in the Church.  Of the young (and older) men in our society with a religious vocation, some are called to be diocesan 
priests, others are called to be ordained religious, and others are called to be religious without ordination. Men called to the 
religious life do not necessarily have a priestly vocation. And even for those who do, a major difference between the call to 
the diocesan priesthood and the call to priesthood within the religious life is that an essential aspect of the latter is living one’s 
vocation in community with other vowed men. 

When a Catholic man feels God tugging at his heart and seeks guidance and help from other members of the Church, 
if all we think is available for a man with such a calling in the Church is a vocation to the diocesan priesthood, we will assist 
him toward the diocesan seminary.  Well and good when that is his vocation. But he may be called to serve God in a religious 
community, and instead of assisting him, we may confuse and possibly discourage him because we don’t have the full Catholic 
vocation context in our own awareness. He may be called to be a Brother, or to be a diocesan priest, or to be a religious priest, 
and for a while he may not know which it is. God will depend on us to help him find out. A one-size-fits-all approach could 
lose vocations for the Church.



a presentation on lectio divina, Brother Francis manned a booth presenting Subiaco Abbey, Father Mark and Brother Tobias 
drove busses, and several priest-monks assisted with the hundreds—maybe thousands—of confessions.

November

By November first, we noticed that the storage trailer which had become a part of the South Park landscape for the past 
two years was suddenly gone.  It had taken a while to re-locate or dispose of furnishings from the renovated areas, but Brother 
Eric kept at it. Now, finally, we are all moved in and everything is put away again.  Amen.

Finally, fall colors arrived as temperatures dropped.  Some of our oaks on campus tried to rival the maples, and so they (the 
maples) were pushed to new heights of color.  Coming so late, the color transition was extremely rapid, providing a new visual 
feast each day.  By November 17, the first hard freeze brought the leaves down in a hurry.

November first was “Volunteer Day.”  Subiaco Abbey and Academy relies heavily on the help of volunteers, who assist in 
Coury House, in the mailing department, on the grounds, farm, maintenance, and Academy projects.  Some of them attended 
the Holy Day Mass as a group, and then were honored at a lunch with the monastic community.  We really are grateful for the 
friendship and dedication of these helpers and we don’t want to take them for granted.

On All Souls Day, November 2, the monastic community visits the Abbey cemetery in one of the most distinctive Subiaco 
rituals.  As dusk gathers, the monks, in cuculla, process to the cemetery, chanting the Litany of the Saints on the way.  Multi-
colored vigil candles flicker on top of each tombstone.  The Abbot then blesses with holy water and incense each grave, while 
the names of all the departed members are called out, with the response “Grant them eternal rest.”  The candles are then left 
to burn out during the night, and many groups and individuals return later in full darkness to pray and to enjoy the special 
beauty of the flickering lights.

On November 20, Brother Thomas Moster marked a fifty-year milestone in Benedictine service.  He chose to celebrate this 
occasion in his home parish of Sacred Heart, Muenster, Texas, where in 1953, as a junior in high school, he made his Obla-
tion as an Oblate of Subiaco Abbey.  On January 16, 1956, he devoted his life in Benedictine service to this parish as sacristan, 
teacher in the Catholic grade and high schools, bookkeeper, parish historian, secretary, and other duties.  On July 4, 1977, he 
returned to the abbey of his oblation to devote the rest of his life as a vowed religious of Subiaco Abbey.  A van load of con-
freres went to Muenster for the celebration.

The weekly communications bulletins of November regularly told of the “booming sales” of Monk Sauce and peanut 
brittle.  These two ventures are Subiaco’s niche in the monastery-products holiday market.  Our niche is secure, as repeat cus-
tomers vouch for the potency of the sauce and the excellence of the brittle.

December

Brother Michael Fuhrmann died in his room in the Health Center just after breakfast on December 2nd.  His health had 
been failing for several years, but he was so strong and so tough that the “failing” took a long time.  He had been down at the 
sawmill just two weeks before his death.  At his funeral, a relative read an Easter poem he has written from the south Pacific, 
where he was serving in the Army during World War II.  We had never thought of Brother Michael as a poet, but his deep faith 
and steady reliance on God, which we did know, come through in his poem:
So we must hope that God will bring -  
Some good out of this here thing.
So good bye folks and do your best  - 
And let God take care of the rest.

Other than a two-inch rain on Oct. 31, October and November had been very dry.  This continued into December, and 
the word was given on Dec. 5 to conserve water.  The rainfall deficit at that point was 9.5 inches, and the water level in the Ab-
bey lakes had dropped about six feet.  A two-inch snowfall on December 8 provided a free day for Academy students, but very 
little moisture.  Dry snow, as this was, requires about five inches of snow to equal one inch of water.  The next day, Dec. 9, saw 
the coldest temperature for a long time—8º.  

Perhaps the cold weather caused the coyotes to be hungrier than usual.  At any rate, they began preying on newborn calves, 
and we lost several to their predation.  Once coyotes discover the vulnerability of young calves, they are likely to continue such 
attacks.  Brother Tobias contacted a local trapper, Dennis Ahne, for help.  So far Mr. Ahne has managed to trap seven coyotes 
and we hope that he has gotten the guilty ones.  Other farm news during December includes a full day of the harvesting and 
transplanting of embryos to surrogate mothers.  This “brave new world” of animal husbandry does sound Orwellian, but the 
resulting calves are perfectly normal and every bit as pretty, playful and affectionate as those produced when “nature took its 



Br. James Casey’s Christmas Crib in Church

Br. Michael Fuhrmann was born in Centralia, Oklahoma. He was of pre-school age when 
his family moved to north Texas, settling on a farm northwest of Lindsay. He received his early 
education at St. Peter School in Lindsay. 

By the age of 15, Paul (his Baptismal name) Fuhrmann was putting in a full day’s work 
driving a tractor on the family farm. During his high school years he also hauled approximately 
15 children to school from North Lindsay in his father’s Model T truck. After graduation Paul 
continued his work on the farm until October, 1942, when he was drafted into the United 
States war effort. He rose to the rank of sergeant in the Army Air Force, and was stationed in 
the Pacific.

course.”  It does sound a bit strange, though, to overhear conversation at table in the monastic refectory sprinkled with terms 
like “superovulation” and “good eggs” and “ragged embryos” and “implantation rates.”

Father Sebastian finally had to have a big toe amputated.  This is due to his diabetes.  Once this is healed, he may finally 
be able to have his gall bladder surgery, which is what put him in the hospital in the first place.  He is recovering his strength 
at home now, and is very sanguine about his multiple health problems.  Father Victor continues his struggle with cancer.  He 
relinquished his duties as pastor of St. Benedict parish in early December, and without this responsibility, he seems to be ac-
cepting with equanimity what life is throwing at him.  Father Aaron became the new pastor of St. Benedicts.

Father Raphael continues as an unwilling resident of the Abbey Health Center.  He would like to return full time to his 
rectory at Shoal Creek, but his strength seems to ebb and flow rather quickly, and so he is having to stay closer to assistance.  
He had grown a beard as a sort of good-natured protest of his “impris-
onment,” but he shaved it off on December 15.  His good spirits and 
friendly banter indicate that his protest was never very serious.

Academy classes dismissed on December 21, and a great calm ensued.  
That is, until that evening, when the Abbey hosted a Christmas party for 
all employees and spouses.  The student dining room was filled to capac-
ity; the shrimp and roast beef were succulent.  This was a good way to 
begin the holidays. Brother James Casey and Novice Brandon took charge 
of the Christmas decorations this year.  Once again, the wise men are wa-
tering their camels at a desert oasis, awaiting their cue to proceed to the 
crib located on the other side of the nave.  Those of us who used to work 
on such decorations are very happy that someone still has such energy!

The total rainfall for 2005 came to 38.06 inches, compared to the 
2004 total of 54.72. Granted, that was a wet year, but we are at least a foot below normal.  A positive aspect of this drought 
is that cattle can be fed anywhere in the pastures, and the corral area is dry and hard, rather than the usual soupy muck of the 
winter season.

Br. Michael Fuhrmann, OSB
Mar. 26, 1920–Dec. 2, 2005

As an airplane mechanic he followed right behind the island-hopping troops helping to build airfields in the enemy-in-
fested jungles. He was honorably discharged from the army on October 31, 1945. 

As a civilian he returned to his work on the family farm where he would have time to discern his future. Two of his uncles, 
a younger brother, and several cousins were monks at Subiaco Abbey. He came to Subiaco in 1948 and professed his vows on 
March 19, 1950, receiving the religious name of Michael.

He worked as an assistant mechanic with the electrical and heating systems of the Abbey and in 1956 he was also assigned 
to the farm and dairy. In the early 1960s he was appointed Abbey forester and sawmill operator, an occupation for which he 
became well known.

A wise and careful forester, Br. Michael practiced discreet forest maintenance as he took timber from the Abbey’s land on 
the ridges, converting it into lumber for the manifold uses of the Abbey and for sale to the public. His craftsmanship is still 
admired in the wooden beams that grace the foyer of Centenary Hall.

In September 1971, Br. Michael was assigned to be one of the three founding monks of Santa Familia Monastery in Belize, 
Central America. He spent much time there clearing the farm with a tractor and bush hog. 

The day before he was scheduled to return to Subiaco in the autumn of 1973, he had a tractor accident in which he was 
badly injured. He was given medical attention and flown to the United States for medical care.

After his recovery, Br. Michael was once again forester and sawmill operator at Subiaco. In 1973 he was also assigned two 

Br. Michael Fuhrmann dies



Images of Wholeness

During the Christmas holidays, I was able to see the screen version of C.S. Lewis’s “The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe.”  The scene that impacted me most powerfully came near the end, 
when Aslan led the four children into the throne room of Cair Paravel, seated them on the four 
thrones, and saluted them as King Peter the Magnificent, Queen Susan the Gentle, King Edmund 
the Just, and Queen Lucy the Valiant.  Their delight and joy in the rightness of things, in their own 
goodness (a redeemed goodness, in the case of Edmund), and in the harmony of all creatures was a 
powerful expression of the fullness of life that Jesus wants for his loved ones.  

Other images express the same hope and desire.  “The glory of God is man/woman fully alive.” 
(St. Irenaeus)  “There shall be no more death or mourning, crying out or pain, for the former world 
has passed away. … See, I make all things new.”  (Rev. 21:4-5)  “The redeemed of the Lord shall return and enter Zion singing, 
and everlasting joy shall be upon their head.”  (Isaiah 51:10)  

I have on my room bulletin board an image of the laughing Jesus, with his head thrown back and eyes squinted shut by his 
open-mouthed laugh.  In my classroom, I have another modern rendition of Jesus.  He is in a denim shirt, with fairly long and 
unkempt hair, an engaging grin and mischievous eyes.  He is a strong, virile Jesus, who enjoys life and who he is.

These images speak to me as we enter this new year, so fraught with cynicism and hopelessness.  It is easy to become pessi-
mistic as we face the realities of our world.  The ugliness and violence are real, but they are not the overriding reality.  We must 
cling to the deeper reality which we have just celebrated, that “the grace of God has appeared, saving all, … as we await the 
appearance of the glory of Christ, who gave himself for us to cleanse for himself a people of his own, eager to do what is good.”  
(Titus 2:11-14)

Let us be eager and joyful, fully alive, in this new year. 

more responsibilities, namely manager of the laundry and swineherd. By 1980 he was relieved of the laundry management and 
in the early 1990s he was relieved as swineherd manager.

Br. Michael was admitted to the Abbey Health Center in 2002, but he continued to work at the Abbey sawmill with the 
help of his sibling, Father Bruno Fuhrmann. In these latter years of his life, Br. Michael experienced the diminishments of ag-
ing but he never allowed this to interfere with his strong Benedictine belief in prayer and work. It was not until the final weeks 
of his life that Br. Michael was no longer able to follow the Benedictine schedule that he had so faithfully carried out as a monk 
of Subiaco Abbey since the late 1940s.

May he rest in peace.



Academy

Tenth Annual Career Day features nine speakers

Travels focus for literary symposium

Career Day Presentations

     Nine men presented their careers to 
Subiaco students Tuesday, Nov. 1 for the 
tenth annual Career Day. 
      The speakers included Mr. Jim 
Limbird ’69, entrepreneur/medical; 
Mr. Ray Rodgers, construction/
athletics; Mr. Ryan Gehrig ’91, hospital 
administration; Mr. Perry Trachier ’87, 
corporate talent scout; Mr. Pat Wardlaw 
’46, business; Mr. Greg Schluterman 
’94, mechanical engineering; Dr. 
Kenneth Seiter ’68, medicine/pharmacy; 
Mr. Joseph Post ’83, marketing; and Mr. 
Joe Weinsinger ’83, banking/finance.  

William Least Heat-Moon, the author of Blue Highways, 
PrairyErth, River-Horse, and Columbus in the Americas, was 
the featured speaker at the fourth annual literary symposium 
held October 27. 

Mr. Heat-Moon’s career includes teaching literature, 
writing, journalism and creative writing.    Heat-Moon has 
written articles for The Atlantic, Esquire, Time, The New York 
Times, National Geographic, Gourmet, Outside and numerous 
other magazines.  

Mr. Heat-Moon spoke during the afternoon session of 
the symposium about his journey through all 50 states and 

3143 counties in the United States. He attributed curiosity for his inspiration in 
taking the many journeys about which he has based his books.  “Take off and run 
away from home,” said Mr. Heat-Moon. 

Mr. Heat-Moon was presented with an honorary alumnus certificate and a 
Trojan tie.

Each year a writing contest is held in conjunction with the symposium.  Junior 
Benjamin Harrison won first place with an essay about a place that impacted his 
life.  Sophomores Chris Murray and Jacob Post won second and third place respec-
tively. Monetary prizes were awarded: $100 for first place, $50 for second and $25 
for third. 

Morning sessions featured one-half hour sessions with teachers who related 
their experiences traveling to different places.  Featured places included Mexico, Be-
lize, Africa, Taiwan, Curacao, Austria, Solomon Islands, Colorado, Europe, Ireland 
and Iraq. 

William Least
Heat-Moon

Mr. Perry Trachier (‘87) speaks to 
sophomores Baykal Altiner and Buck Butler 
about the job market.  Mr. Trachier spoke at 
Career Day about his job as a talent scout 
for corporations.

Dr. Kenneth Seiter (‘68) explains 
his experiences in the medical and 
pharmaceutical fields, the many 
educational expectations and the demands 
of the profession.

     Most of the speakers reinforced the 
importance of a college degree. Few, if 
any, knew going into college what they 
wanted to do or were interested in.  
Mr. Schluterman pursued agricultural 
engineering before choosing another 
branch of engineering, mechanical.  Mr. 
Post began in architecture, changed to a 
business major, then returned to a degree 
in architecture.  His career, though, is in 
marketing his family’s business.  
     Most, like Post, changed their 
careers.  In fact, as a corporate talent 
scout, Mr. Trachier noted that in his 
profession, he has seen the medium 
tenure for most jobs is three years.  Mr. 
Trachier said, “Look at your career as a 

tool kit.  With each job, gain a skill you 
can put in your tool kit.” 
     Mr. Gehrig discussed resume 
building and interview skills.  He 
stressed choosing summer jobs and 
volunteer activities that match your 
career interest. 
     Mr. Rodgers’ parting advice to 
students was a reminder that “you 
control your own destiny.”
    Most agreed that finding a field or 
job you like was the most important 
aspect of a career. 
     Mrs. Chandra Rush, coordinator 
for Career Day, said, “It is a wonderful 
experience for the students and for the 
presenters.”  



Schriver Award winners epitomize helpful spirit

Mr. Bill Wright and his art classes will begin to use a Smart Board, the latest in 
computerized technology in January. 

 “After talking to many teachers who have a Smart Board, they say that they 
don’t know how they got along without one,” said Mr. Wright.  He plans to use his 
to teach art skills such as perspective drawing. 

 Through a grant from Arvest Bank for $3000, Mr. Wright will use his board as 
a prototype to demonstrate to the rest of the faculty the capabilities and uses for the 
Smart Board in classrooms.

Currently, four other teachers are applying for grants to acquire Smart Boards 
for their classrooms.  These grants are through the Commonweal Foundation in 
association with Pathways, an organization that helps with the needs of high-risk 
students. 

“The capabilities of this technology are endless,” said Mr. Wright.  It is a more 
engaging, multi-media teaching approach that appeals to many learning styles and 
can be incorporated into 
many classes. 

Six-foot screens that 
look much like the currently 
used white board and con-
nected to a computer, the 
Smart Board allows teachers 
to use visuals, PowerPoint 
presentations, and internet 
sites.  The presenter can use 
his fingers or a special pen 
to do math problems or 
write comments directly on 
the screen.

Smart Board technology arrives
D.C. trips focus
on leadership

John Zagurski and Jared Schluter-
man received the Martin Schriver award 
for the first and second quarter respec-
tively.  The award is given each quarter 
to a student who has a good attitude and 
goes out of his way to help others.

Grades are not necessarily a factor in 
the selection. They are typically students 
that not only help in clubs but also help 
outside and around the campus.    

Zagurski, a three-year junior, is on 
the football team and track, a mem-
ber of National Honor Society, Benet 
Club and Blue Arrow, treasurer for the 

Jared Schluterman

     Seniors Brandon 
Kyle and Jee-Ihin Lee, 
along with more than 
300 students from 
across the United 
States, attended 
the National Youth 
Leadership Forum on 
Defense, Intelligence 
and Diplomacy in 

Washington, D.C., Nov. 1-6.  
     They visited 
Capitol Hill and 
Arlington National 
Cemetery and several 
other sites.  They 
heard from influential 
individuals in the 
three fields.  Students 
assumed various roles 
in national security 
simulation exercises.  

     Both students were nominated for 
the conference by history teacher Br. 
Joseph Heath.

Brandon Kyle

Jee-Ihin Lee

John Zagurski

Headmaster Mike Berry receives a grant check from 
representatives of Arvest Bank in Paris for updates in 
technology.

Student Council, and writer for the 
school newspaper. He also tutors during 
nighttime study halls. “It’s like someone 
telling you thanks for all the help you 
give others,” said Zagurski.

Schluterman is also a three-year 
junior. He is a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Quiz Bowl team. 
He also tutors. “I am honored to receive 
the award and it was unexpected,” said 
Schluterman.

This award honors Martin Schriver, 
a hard working carpenter and some-
times math teacher. He worked at the 
Abbey from 1903 to 1973.

The award can be earned only once 
by any one student. Students who were 
recognized last year include Andres 
Ramirez (12) and Donald Goetz (11).



Performances highlight philosophy 
behind music department 

Angels among us 

     “Music is meant to be shared,” said Mr. Roy Goetz, the director of the Subiaco 
Jazz Ensemble.  With this philosophy in mind, he has stressed the importance of 
live performances. 
     Five years ago, Mr. Roy Goetz, along with his family, moved from Pocahontas, 
AR, to Subiaco. Since then, the music program has expanded. Instead of doing the 
traditional four or five pieces each semester, the Subiaco jazz ensemble prepares 
about twelve pieces for the nearly 25 public performances each year.  
     The two guitar classes and the larger jazz ensemble class are taught many 
styles of music – with the hopes of widening the students’ appreciation, and of 
increasing audience appeal at concerts.
     Music, said Mr. Goetz, is “expression through sound” and he teaches the 
students to not narrow their tastes but to be open to different styles.  At the 
Winter Carnival, the music ranged from traditional Christmas carols to “dueling 
banjos” to Cuban dance music.  
     Performances for the band and choir include concerts at Parents Weekend, 
Winter Concert, graduation ceremonies, Masses, ballgames, and civic club 
banquets.
     “Performance is essential,” said Mr. Goetz.  “The performer must make a 
connection with his audience. If this connection is not made, then there is little 
value in its performance.”

    “The Year of Giving” could easily 
be the theme so far for the school year.  
Students and faculty were generous 
with collections for hurricane relief, 
establishment of a scholarship fund and 
playing Santa for a needy family.
     The student body and the Student 
Council furnished Christmas presents 
for five boys, all under the age of ten, 
through an Angel Tree project.
     Donation boxes were set up in the 
Main Building lobby to collect the 
money needed.  Two dress-down days 
and T-shirt sales also provided funds. 
    Fifteen students earned community 
service hours by serving a meal for 
donors who supported the Angel Tree 
project.  These waiters gave up their tip 
money, donating it the fund.

by Daniel Wolf
     Anthony Hall, after 50 years of service to Subiaco Academy, is currently 
being demolished to make room for the new Performing Arts Center.  
Demolition and removal of the hall are being done by Mr. Raymond Frederick 
of Subiaco. 
     Mr. Frederick began destruction shortly after the beginning of the year; 
however, the work has been hampered by recent cold weather . . . 
     Anthony Hall was constructed in 1926 for use as a gymnasium.  Many 
basketball games were played in it until the new Oskar D. Rust Gymnasium 
was built in the mid 1960s.  Later on, a stage was built inside the old gym 
and, up to now, Anthony Hall has been used as an auditorium.  There were 
also several rooms at the front of the building that were at one time used as 
classrooms.
     Anthony Hall was named after Father Anthony Vorster, O.S.B., a monk 
of the Abbey.  He was ordained a priest on May 30, 1913, and, because of his 
interest in sports, he immediately became Director of the Athletic Department 
at the Academy.  However, his life as a monk and priest was short, for he died 
on June 16, 1922, and is buried in the Abbey cemetery.

Anthony Hall to be demolished after 
fifty years of service

The Years in Review from “The Periscope” January 1977

Football honors 
announced
    Two Subiaco football players received 
nomination to the All-Conference Team, 
an honor given each year to the top 
players in the conference.  Chosen as 
all-conference for the 2005 season are 
Andrew Eubanks and Drew Koch. 
    “Andrew Eubanks was our team leader. 
He worked very hard the last four years, 
probably worked harder than any kid I’ve 
coached,” said Coach Kenneth Stovall. 
“He is also everything a student/athlete 
should be.” 
    Koch earned his honors after two years 
on the field. “Drew has improved more 
than any kid I’ve been around.  I think he 
learned the importance of giving the best 
effort and it paid off in football season,” 
said Coach Stovall.
     Four players were recognized as All-
Conference Honorable Mention: Neal 
Schluterman (12), Cody Schluterman 
(12), Cameron Montgomery (11), and 
Danny Adams (11). 



Alumni

Through the years at Subiaco bands 
have come and gone. When Father 
Gerald Sacra was transferred to Corpus 
Christi Academy in 1953 the band that 
had been under his direction disinte-
grated.

Fr. Harold Heiman picked up the 
pieces and resurrected the band in the 
fall of 1954. 

 At that time the pep song for the 
Academy was simply referred to as the 
“Subiaco Fight Song” and was sung 
to the tune of “On Wisconsin.”  Soon 
Father Harold introduced the band 
and then the public to a new Subiaco 
fight song written by Subiaco men for 
Subiaco. “Onward Trojans, Onward 
Trojans” became the fight song in the 
fall of 1955.

Fr. Kevin Watkins wrote the lyrics 
and Novice Bill Clancy wrote the music. 

Bands still come and go but the 
fight song stays through thick and thin.

Onward Trojans 
recalled

2006 Reunion scheduled for June 2,3,4, 2006
Plans are being finalized for the 

2006 Alumni Reunion. As usual the re-
union is scheduled for the first weekend 
of June. The activities will begin with 
a golf tournament and registration on 
Friday the 2nd. 

Dedication of the renovated Ath-
letic Complex will highlight this year’s 
activities. The Fort Smith Knights of 
Columbus casino group will be back 
to provide entertainment on Saturday 
evening. This has been one of the most 
popular events at reunions in the last 
few years. 

Registration materials will be sent 
out to all alumni in early March. Make 
your plans to attend.

Classes ending in one or six will be 
featured as anniversary classes this year. 

Casper “Cap” Lensing ’42 died in Monroe, LA, November 12, 2005. He was 
born in Scranton, AR, July 31, 1924. After graduating from Subiaco Academy he 
served in the US Navy as a Petty Officer aboard the USS YMS 11 in the Pacific 
Theatre. A lifelong resident of Lake Providence, LA, he was retired from the police 
force there. 

His wife Betty preceded him in death. Four sons, Martin, Ford, Bill, and Luke 
and one daughter Madeline Lensing survive him. Nine grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren also survive.

Subiaco’s oldest living Alumnus, William Louis “Bill” Werner ‘27, of Little 
Rock passed away on November 20, 2005. He was born in Clarksville in 1909 and 
entered Subiaco Academy at the age of 12. 

He married Martha Emily Probst in 1937 and they were married 62 years 
until her death in 1999. He was a Linotype operator for the Arkansas Democrat 
for thirty years in addition to being active in specialty advertising business and the 
National Catholic Extension Service. 
For decades he was a 4th Degree member 
of the Knights of Columbus. 

He and Martha had four sons who 
survive him, William Jr., Theodore 
John, Robert and James.   A brother, 
Bernard; two sisters, Josephine Werner, 
and Mary Lorfing; A 103-year old aunt, 
Katherine Morrow and seven grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren also 
survive him.

Obituaries

These classes are encouraged to make a special effort to attend. Below is the list of 
people in charge of contacting the various anniversary classes. 

2006 REUNION CONTACT LIST
’36 Joe Bezner  940-665-5550  jambez@swmail.net
’41 Austin Chappelle 505-388-3385 achapp6116@aol.com
’46 Aloys Nolte  479-484-0690  catherinen@peoplepc.com
’51 Dick Rittman 325-944-8060
’56 Gene Schwartz 417-451-2323 g.schwartz@kandswire.com
’61 Al Smith  501-225-1806 asmith@afsmith.net
’66 E.J. Schad  940-726-3490 eschad@runbox.com
’71 Dale Schumacher 940-665-6262 dschumacher@texomaweb.com
’76 Pat Weaver  615-264-3391 pat.weaver@jp2hs.org
’81 John Brooks 479-587-3533 johnmbrookssr@sbcglobal.net
’86 Ben Krone  870-741-9000 bjkrone@cox.net
’91 Steve Schmitz 940-665-6730 smschmitz@tierracompany.com
’96 Jason Pierce   
’01 Chris Robinson   christopher.e.robinson@gmail.com 
 

Br. Jude & Bill Werner at ‘05 Reunion



 Where are they now?
Patrick Parry ’91 is married and 

living in Florida where he and his wife 
have their own electrical contracting 
business.

Keith Harmon ’03 was inducted 
into the Alpha Chi National Collegiate 
Scholarship Honor Society at Lyon 
College. The honor society is for juniors 
and seniors of good character who are in 
the top 10% of their class.

Johnny Hays ’82 rode out Katrina 
but due to a lack of power was forced to 
evacuate his family to Lafayette. Johnny 
had to return to work immediately at 
the Naval Oceanographic Office because 
soldiers and sailors were still fighting 
overseas. Even though they suffered only 
minor damage to their home and lost 
one vehicle, they have spent many days 
helping friends and fellow workers clean 
up the mess.

Greg Schluterman ’94 had an article 
published in the international journal, 
Applied Engineering in Agriculture. His 
article reports the thesis research that he 
conducted as part of his Master of Sci-
ence degree requirement in Mechanical 
Engineering.

Patrick Griebel ’89 is practicing law 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. After five 
years in the service he moved to New 
Mexico and entered law school, gradu-
ating in 2002. 

Angelo Lucchesi ’74 sold his liquor 
store in Memphis, TN, and is in the 
process of opening a pizza franchise 
called Figaro’s Italian Pizza.

Jason Gehrig ’89 and his wife 
Felicia announce the birth of their third 
child, Anthony James on Saturday Oc-
tober 22, in La Paz, Bolivia.

Robert Berend ’85 and his wife 
Jennifer report the birth of twins, Paul 
Caedmon and Elaine Gianna, also on 
October 22nd. 

John Brooks ’81 was recently 
awarded “Office of the Year” accord-
ing to the Northwest Arkansas Times. 
Brooks is a crime scene investigator with 
the Fayetteville Police Department. He 
holds a number of certifications from 
the Arkansas Criminal Justice Institute.

Paul Marsden ’05 won “Best of 
Show” at the Arkansas/Oklahoma State 
Fair for his artwork “Centurion.” 

Kyle Meinert ’98 plays rugby on a 
semi-pro team – Dallas Rugby Club. 
After earning his BS from the University 
of Dallas he went on and got an MBA 
and is now working in banking.

Henry and Hermina Anhalt ’39 
celebrated their 65th wedding anniver-
sary on October 8, 2005. They have five 
children and 12 grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren. Both of their sons 
are graduates of Subiaco Academy.

Chris Hatwig ’80 testified De-
cember 15th in Washington, D.C., 
before the House of Representatives 
Energy and Commerce Committee. His 
testimony was in regard to the Drug 
Discount Program and specifically the 
Prime Vendor Program which he man-
ages.  

Greg Elsken ’36 had a heart at-
tack in October and is suffering from 
congestive heart failure. He is currently 
receiving care at Hospice Home Care in 
Little Rock. His Daughter Brigid wrote 
recently, “Although his condition is 
quite serious, he remains in good spirits 
and is mentally sharp as a tack.”

Don Ikemeier ’70 is living in San 
Diego where he is a senior project man-
ager at Camp Pendleton Marine Corp 
Base. He has a 15-year-old son.

John Hasler ’70 helped establish the 
Muskogee Little Theatre in 1974 where 
he worked as a director, actor, tech 
director, etc. for 10 years. After a twenty 
year hiatus, in which he raised his fam-
ily and only did part time theater work, 
he is back in a full time mode.

Quandrell Claybrooks ’00 has 
graduated from Morehouse with a de-
gree in music. He is headed to graduate 
school, but meanwhile he is debuting in 
the premiere of “Porgy and Bess” at the 
Atlanta Opera. 

Treal Frazier ’01 graduated from 
Vanderbilt with a degree in Human 
Organizational Development. He will 
return to Vanderbilt to pursue an MA in 
the same study.

Emmett Hawkins ’94 married Abi-
gail in Atlanta, GA. Father Gregory ’68 
was the celebrant.

Joseph Post ‘83 sent the 2005 
results for the Post Familie Vineyards 
and Winery at the Wines of the South 
–Regional Competition held Oct. 1, 
2005, in Knoxville, TN. 

The Posts brought home 7 Gold 
medals, 14 Silver and 6 Bronze.

Todd Renfroe ’80 will be married 
to Danielle Day in Rome, January 13, 
2006.

Robert Beckman ’83 has relocated 
to Sarasota, FL, with his family to serve 
as Chief Legal Counsel for Clockwork 
Home Services, a national home services 
company.

Joe Hemphill ’87 is in pharma-
ceutical sales and living in Conway 
after spending 14 years in Alaska. He is 
planning a trip to Fiji where his wife has 
relatives.

Charles Carpenter ’89 has just com-
pleted a year as President of the Austin 
Chapter of the International Facility 
Management Association (IFMA). Be-
sides speaking at conferences and going 
to graduate school, Charles and his wife 
have two autistic children at home to 
keep them busy. If anyone else is dealing 
with this problem, they would like to 
share with him or her. Charles’ e-mail 
address is cccarpenter@yahoo.com.

Michael and Robin Mangione ’82 
hosted a Discovery Night in their home 
December 8th for prospective students 
and their parents. Fr. Richard and Br. 
Ephrem spoke with several families who 
attended.

Kenny Stengel ’73, Matt Stengel 
’99 and Dr. Peter Post ’73 are taking the 
First Year Theology program through 
the Diocese of Little Rock. This is one 
weekend a month for 10 months. It is a 
three-year program. Matt instigated his 
Dad, Kenny, and his father-in-law, Pe-
ter, to enroll in the program with him.

David Flake ’79 is the Human 
Resources Director for the Arkansas 
Department of Parks and Tourism.



 Tent a success
Three years ago when Gene Schwartz suggested that we try to find a big tent to set up on the grounds to be used as a gath-

ering place during Alumni reunion, no one had any idea of what that move would lead to. 
During the ’03 and ’04 reunions a 30x70 foot tent was borrowed and its impact on the reunion was well received. After 

the ‘04 reunion the Alumni Board and the Parent’s Association of the Academy agreed to purchase a tent jointly. Working with 
Brett Avlos ’82 a 30x75 foot tent with a blue and orange roof was ordered. When set up, it makes a striking display. 

The tent was used during the 2005 Carnival for the wine tasting tent, which was a huge success. Then it was rolled out for 
the ’05 Reunion where it served as a gathering place and beer garden. 

The tent is made in 15-foot sections and this fall the students used end sections to set up a 30x30 tent for a pig roast and 
luau. The cookout was held at the site of the old abbey across Highway 22 from the Academy. The tent became the center for 
food serving and the Karaoke singing and games that followed.

The maintenance department under Sam Little is in charge of erecting and taking down the tent and, with a little practice, 
they can do each job in about one hour.

Jude Ruesewald & dean Michael O’Brien at Pig Roast Alumni Tent

Richard Simpson ’68 helped unload 
250 tins of Abbey Peanut Brittle to be 
given to customers of his drywall com-
pany in Maumelle, AR.

Henry A. (Rusty) Barham III ’73 
was forced to evacuate New Orleans 
after Katrina and spent a little over a 
month in Houston before being able 
to return. Fortunately their home in 
Metairie was not flooded.  

Andrew Arbogast ’03 received a 
3-year scholarship from the Army. He 
changed his major from restaurant 
management to psychology. He said he 
didn’t want to cook in the Army.

Matthew Tencleve ’00 is serving as 
a 3rd floor Dean and Assistant Basketball 
Coach for the Trojans.

Raymond Wewers ’57 is helping 
other Navy veterans restore a WWII 
submarine. It’s hard to keep the subma-
rine men on shore.

Clay Ward ’78 is in his 12th year of 
practicing law in Lake Charles, LA. His 
primary practice focuses on workers’ 
compensation law, representing both in-
jured workers and insurance companies.

Eric Tsai ’01 after graduating from 
college in Japan has begun his career 
with Credit Suisse First Boston.

Joseph and Debbie Post ’83 wel-
comed an addition to their family: 
Joshua Zachary Post, born December 
19, 2005.



Development

Development Director’s Message
Teresa “Timmie” Geels is retiring! 
An office party was celebrated 

with Timmie on Jan. 5, 2005. Many, 
if not most of the people who work 
here on the hill, came by during the 
2:00-3:30pm reception. Along with the 
remaining members of the Development 

St. Joseph Abbey Katrina relief fund over $27,000
Soon after Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Abbot Jerome and I drove to St. Joseph Abbey, a brother Benedictine 

community near Coving-ton, Louisiana, to visit with them and survey first-hand the damage done by this hurricane. We 
brought along a gift to help them with the necessary rebuilding effort and an offer to make an appeal to our own benefactors. 
Nearly 200 of you have responded generously to this appeal. Every penny contrib-
uted is forwarded to St. Joseph and so far that totals over $27,000.

Abbot Justin Brown, OSB has written to us, thanking us, and I quote from 
his letter:

“On behalf of the monks of Saint Joseph Abbey, please accept my sincerest 
thanks for your most generous gift to our hurricane relief fund. Our community 
was touched by your compassionate response to our need at this time as we face 
the tragedy and loss of Hurricane Katrina. Please know that we are appreciative 
and humbled by your generosity.

“Each passing day brings a spirit of renewal and hope. Your Christian shar-
ing will enable our monastic community to continue pursuing its mission of 
educating future priests, providing for the poor and offering spiritual enrichment 
through the works of the Christian Life Center, to name a few. St. Joseph Abbey 
will be doing its part to help rebuild the Catholic Church in our area and to aid 
those that have been displaced.”

St. Joseph Abbey entrance after Katrina

by Fr. Richard Walz, OSB

Department, Fr. Richard Walz and 
Gina Schluterman, others wanted to of-
fer thanks for the many years that Tim-
mie has worked in this office. Attending 
also were two of Timmie’s daughters 
[Rene Kiefer and Colleen Lindsay] as 
well as former Development Depart-
ment member, Lesley Blaschke. 

Midway through the reception, 
Abbot Jerome Kodell presented Tim-
mie with a beautiful clock that carries 
a plaque with the inscription: “To 
Timmie Geels, for 18 years of dedicated 
service to Subiaco Abbey, 
Academy and Alumni.” In 
addition to the clock, Tim-
mie and husband, Fabian 
were given lifetime registra-
tion at Alumni Reunions and 
a free pass to future Subiaco 
Academy sporting events.

Timmie and Fabian are 
the parents of seven children 

Co-workers Gina Schluterman and Timmie 
Geels at retirement reception

and they also 
have thirteen 
grandchildren. 
Fabian is an 
Alumnus of 
the Academy, 
Class of ‘52.

Thank 
you Timmie!

Abbot Jerome reading the inscription on the clock presented 
to Timmie Geels



Wardlaws establish Coach Maus Memorial Fund

Pat & Vicki Wardlaw ‘46

On October 31, 2005, Mr. and Mrs. Pat N. Wardlaw established 
a fund in memory of Coach Reynold P. Maus with an initial gift of 
$400,000. On December 31, 2005 they made an additional contribu-
tion of $40,000 to this fund. The purpose of the fund is to provide 
financial support for athletic operations and facilities at Subiaco 
Academy. 

The gift is very timely, as the Academy was facing the need for 
several significant capital improvements and repairs to the sports com-
plex.  These include replacing the football field lighting, an additional 
locker room and a new sound system in the gym, a new concession 
stand and restroom facility at the baseball field and construction of a 
new fence and memorial wall entrance way to the complex. In setting 
up the fund, the Wardlaws asked that the renewed sports complex be 
dedicated in memory of long-time Subiaco Academy coach, Reynold 
P. Maus. 

Pat Wardlaw is a 1946 graduate of Subiaco Academy who married 
Victoria Worden, a graduate of St. Scholastica Academy in Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas. They have three children, Rebecca Wardlaw Clark, Mi-
chael N. Wardlaw and William F. Wardlaw; 6 grand-children and 10 
great-grandchildren. In 1961, Mr. Wardlaw founded Wardlaw Claims 
Service, one of the nation’s largest independent insurance claims 
adjusting firms. Since his retirement from the claims business in 1993, 
he has been actively involved with real estate, ranching, and oil and 
gas investments. 

The Wardlaws have been very generous to Subiaco in the past, 
contributing toward the major renovations of the classroom buildings undertaken in the mid-1990s and being one of the first 
to contribute to and encourage the renovation of the monk’s living quarters in the Jewett Annex. They have also been regular 
contributors to the Abbey in other ways, especially to the health care of the elderly monks. The Abbey Church pipe organ got a 
major overhaul including a new console as a result of one gift. 

In setting up the Coach Maus Memorial Fund, the Wardlaws foresee many alumni from the Coach Maus era at Subiaco 
joining them in making contributions to this worthy cause. Work in planning some of the above mentioned projects in the 
sports complex has already begun. In the near future contract bids will be accepted and it is expected that noticeable improve-
ments will be in place by the time Alumni Reunion rolls around this year. 

Announcing:

Holy Land Pilgrimage  
May 23-June 1, 2006

Join Spiritual Directors Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB and Sr. Margaret Meisner, SCN

Total Package Cost:  $2778 includes RT airfare from Little Rock, entrance fees, tips, insurance,
guide, daily Mass, two meals daily. $370 deposit and insurance payable ASAP balance due March 23.

For brochure, itinerary, and further information,
contact  Fr. Mark 479-934-1169
             Sr. Margaret  501-569-9006
Fran Boudreaux  (Regina Tours Rep.) 888-948-3837



Father Robert chair for math and science matures

Throughout history, one of the primary ministries of monks has been to intercede for 
the prayer needs of God’s people. In our desire to better meet your prayer needs, Subiaco 
Abbey instituted the Prayer Hotline in October 2004. This prayer line is open 24 hours 
a day, every day. One of the monks is available from 6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. daily in order 
to acknowledge and include your prayer needs in the daily prayers of the monastic 
community. At other hours of the day you will be able to leave a message that will be 
picked up during the time when the line is monitored. We encourage you to make use of 
the Prayer Hotline.

Let us join you in praying for your needs. 
The telephone number to call is:

1-800-350-5889

The Father Robert Lazzari Chair for math and science has passed the $100,000 mark. This fund 
is part of the larger Subiaco Academy Faculty Salary Endowment Fund. Its establishment grew out of 
an idea hatched by the Class of ’57 at the Alumni Reunion in 1997 following the death of Fr. Robert 
in late 1996. Several members of the class felt that establishment of the fund would be a great way to 
honor their former Headmaster while at the same time providing financial assistance to the Academy. 

Sixteen members of the Class of ’57 pledged nearly $28,000 to start the fund. It was decided that 
no money would be disbursed until the fund exceeded $100,000. 

In February 2004, the family of the late Mr. John Schmitt donated over $23,000 to the fund 
which put it over $100,000. Br. Jude Schmitt, OSB ’62 said that the family wanted to honor their 
father’s memory by supporting Catholic education and by honoring the life and work of Father Rob-
ert. An interesting aside, Br. Jude, a teacher in the Academy for 35 years, taught Physical Science in 
the Academy for many years and presently works as the Technology Director.

The fund recently received another substantial contribution from the estate of a monk’s family. In December, Br. Anselm 
Allen, OSB ’57, presented a check for over $39,000 to be included in the fund. This gift was in memory of his parents, Mitch-
ell and Anna J. Allen.

Fr. Timothy Donnelly, OSB, also of the Class of ’57 and presently Academic Dean in the Academy and long-time math 
teacher, commented that Fr. Robert “was an inspiration to many of us because of his scholarship and his dedication to teach-
ing.”

Fr. Robert came to the Academy in September 1934 and graduated in 1937. During his seminary days he took summer 
courses in math and science at St. Louis University. Following his ordination in May 1944, Fr. Robert continued his studies 
at St. Louis University where he earned a Master of Science degree. In 1945 he was named principal of Laneri High School in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and studied education at the University of Texas for many summers. In 1953, Fr. Robert received a Master 
of Education degree from St. Louis University and was appointed principal of Subiaco Academy, a job he held until 1964. He 
managed to stay close to the science and math he loved by teaching these subjects throughout his career. 

Our records show that during the years since the Fr. Robert Fund was established 120 different donors have contributed 
236 gifts to the fund. Gifts small and large continue to come in and are added to the fund.

Anyone wishing to contribute to this fund may contact the Development Office at 479-934-1001. 
The initial disbursement from the Father Robert fund will occur in July 2006. This fund will continue to provide much 

needed recurring revenue to underwrite faculty salaries into the future. 

Fr. Robert Lazzari
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 2006
February
 3-5  Diocesan Knights of Columbus
 10-12  Diocesan Council Black Catholics
 19-20  Vince & Joyce Lammers (Our Lady of Good Counsel) Retreat
 24-26  St. Louis Parish Men, Memphis,TN.
March
 2-5 Confraternity of Christian Mothers, Diocese of Tulsa
 10-12 A Retreat for Men
 17-19 Academy Discovery Weekend
 23 Holy Trinity Episcopal, overnight retreat
 24-26 Subiaco Academy Parents Weekend
 31-Apr. 2 Diocese of Tulsa Deacon’s Retreat
April
 7-9 Palm Sunday Retreat
 13-16 Holy Week, Easter Tridium
 17-23 Benedictine Novice Masters Conference
 28-30 Serra Club Retreat

Coury House Weekend Retreat rates include two nights and six meals.  
A shared room: $95. Private room: $130.  Married Couple: $175.

Rates for private retreats, days of recollection, 
and special groups are available upon request.

For more information or reservations, contact us at: 
479-934-4411 or 479-934-1290 

The Coury House Book Store and Gift Shop
offers quality religious articles and books for spiritual growth and direction.

Call Donna Forst at: 479-934-4041 or 479-934-1292
Check our web site: www.subi.org or e-mail us at: couryhouse@subi.org 

or chgifts@subi.org 

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House


