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Hope Springs Eternal
Ed. Note:  Several days after receiving this article, a column by Fr. Andrew Greeley was placed in my mailbox with the comment 

“Here’s how a pro writes it!”  I feel that our readers will appreciate the “amateur” effort of a monk author – the first article – as well as 
the work of a professional – the second article.  Fr. Greeley’s column is used with permission. 

Hope is the word from our Pope.  And the word for hope is the Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ!
Pope Benedict XVI released his second encyclical letter, Spe Salvi, on December 2, 2007, the beginning of Advent, the sea-

son of hope.  The title comes from St. Paul to the Romans:  “Spe salvi facti sumus.”  (“In this hope we were saved.”)  (Romans 
8:34).

Pope Benedict’s first encyclical letter, released on Christmas Day, 2005, was entitled Deus Est Caritas, God is Love.
Hope, said the Pope, is a virtue that people today desperately need.  Whatever the present day crises of faith may be, what-

ever personal difficulties of faith we face, the virtue of hope assures us of a loving personal God and that we remain children of 
a Loving Father.  The Pope speaks of the setbacks, suffering, pain, and sorrow of this life as part of the human situation that we 
cannot avoid.  But the Pope points out that our hope in the face of these difficulties has much more to do with the life to come 
than with our lives here on earth.

The poet Alexander Pope gave us the famous line:  “Hope springs eternal in the human breast.”  While even our earthly 
lives are driven by hope, true hope is expressed in our Creed with the words:  “I look for (expect and earnestly long for) the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.”

Pope Benedict, in his encyclical, presents some heroes of hope.  One such heroine is the African Josephine Bakhita, canon-
ized by Pope John Paul II on October 1, 
2000.  Born in the Darfur region of Sudan 
in 1869, she was kidnapped at the age of 
nine, and sold into slavery.  Five masters and 
144 scars later, she was sold to an Italian, a 
different kind of padrone, where she met the 
Padrone, the Master of all masters, Christ the 
Lord.  Having met Love, she became a Canos-
sian Sister and spread “living hope to many 
people without hope.”  She found her Master 
against extraordinary odds, under deprived 
and depraved conditions.

The saints help to “make the word of 
the Gospel more believable and attractive,” 
says the Pope.  “They are our light of hope.”  
Mary, the Mother of God, is presented by 
the Pope as the chief shining star of hope, the December 2007 Nativity scene in Abbey Church



The Surprise of Mother Teresa
Last August, Time magazine published a cover story for the tenth anniversary of the death of 

Mother Teresa, revealing that during the years of her renowned ministry as a servant of Christ to 
the poor she had experienced an almost unrelieved interior darkness. This was not new informa-
tion – Catholic News Services had reported it in 2002 – but this time the news sent a shock wave 
inside and outside the Church.  Shortly afterward, a book of her spiritual letters and other writings 
was published by Father Brian Kolodiejchuk, M.C., the postulator of her cause for sainthood and a 
member of the religious order she founded.

Reactions in the media were generally respectful; but there were on the one side defenders of 
Mother Teresa who downplayed her spiritual darkness as poetic exaggeration, and on the other those 
who interpreted it as a sign of her self-deception or, worse, dishonesty in playing a fraudulent role.  

But there is no sign of fraud in what Mother Teresa reported (which, by the way, she didn’t intend for the world’s eyes); 
rather, it underscores the integrity of a life of deep faith.  We had been impressed by her selfless ministry, her dedication to 
prayer, her witness to gospel values on the streets of Calcutta and in the halls of government.  She was a force for good wher-
ever she went.  The gift she has given us after her death is more precious and will be more effective for good than all that the 
world experienced from her during her life. 

As a young member of the missionary Sisters of our Lady of Loreto, Sister Teresa was committed, happy, and effective in 
her religious life and her ministry of education.  She was not looking for something different, but she began experiencing vivid 
communications from Jesus calling her to a new ministry, one which would require her to give up her present life and work 
and relationships.  “I want Indian nuns,” he said to her, “who will be my fire of love among the poor, the sick, the dying, and 
the little children.”  During the time of discernment with her community and through all the canonical issues and explana-
tions, she felt Jesus very close to her.  But soon after she stepped out into the streets of Calcutta with no clear plans of how she 
would accomplish the new mission for Jesus, the warmth of this intimacy ceased.  She did not experience spiritual consolation 

Stella Maris, who sustains us in Hope.
“Keep hope alive,” says our Pope, “just as Peter reminds us ‘We have been born anew into a living hope.’” (1 Peter 1:13).

Why Christmas Season Is Time of Hope
By Rev. Andrew Greeley
Reprinted from the Chicago Sun-Times, December 19, 2007.

There are but two answers to the question of whether hope is valid during this season when we reassert our hope.  The first 
was expressed by Shakespeare’s Macbeth:  “Life is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury and signifying nothing.”  The 
alternative was expressed by Jesuit Pierre Teilhard de Chardin:  “There is something afoot in the universe, something that looks 
like gestation and birth.”

There is either purpose and goodness in our world, or our existence is absurd.  To assert the existence of God is to express 
hope.  To deny that there is an overwhelming Presence at the root of things is to deny hope.  In the first case, this “joyous sea-
son” makes perfect sense.  In the opposite case, Christmas is nothing but a cruel deception.

The atheist argues that if there were a good and just God, He would not permit the terrible evil in the world.  It is an argu-
ment that is hard to refute.  Patently much evil goes on.  Moreover, the atheists argue, those who embrace hope are deceiving 
themselves.  They believe in goodness because they so very much want there to be goodness even if the evidence points in the 
opposite direction.  Hope is then simply genetically programmed.  Those who hope are more likely not to give up on life and 
more likely to have children.  Those who wisely despair see no reason to continue the species.

The argument for hope is equally strong.  Why in fact is there good, if there is no underlying principle of good?  Why do 
love, dedication, generosity, loyalty, beauty, and affection persist?  If there is love – in all its many and diverse manifestations 
– might there not be Love?

I am not trying to “prove” the existence of God.  Rather I am appealing to the poetic and narrative dimension of the hu-
man personality, that aspect of humanity that is re-enacted every year when the days get shorter and the  nights grow longer.  
Our story of hope, a story of gestation and birth, is a better story than the pessimistic story of the atheists.

As the Pope has argued in his new letter, “Saved by Hope,” all our hopes fail if not grounded in an ultimate principle of 
hope.  Our hopes that the war will end, that our children will grow up to be healthy and responsible, rest ultimately on the 
hope that when all is said and done, goodness is marginally stronger than evil.  Good in the long run – perhaps the very long 
run – will triumph. Life finally is about Christmas. 



Abbey Journal
by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

October

The notes for this Journal record, on October 9th:  “Finally!  Nice weather:  clear, cool, highs around 80, lows near 50.”  
Fall had begun two weeks earlier, but the “feel” of fall comes with the first spell of cooler weather, lower humidity, and clear 
blue skies instead of the summer haze.  The change of weather brings with it a flurry of activity on all fronts.  Projects deferred 
for “later, after it cools off,” get cranked up.   

Volunteers showed up for heavy-duty projects on the grounds and farm.  Oblate Sal Sclafani and his sidekick Scott LaC-
roix painted the laundry roof.  This tin roof was showing extensive rusted areas.  Sal and Scott applied a rust converter which 
chemically bonds with the rust to form a solid surface for painting.  Then they painted the roof a tile-red color.  Now all our 
metal roofs match.  Brother Francis saw 
to their lodging and kept them supplied 
with Gatorade during this project.

At the same time, three men from 
the Lindsay area of North Texas came 
to do some dredging and bulldozing 
work on the farm.  Over the past fifty 
years, Cemetery Pond and Klaeger Pond 
had silted up extensively.  The shallow, 
hot waters no longer supported fish nor 
provided clean water and a cooling-
off spot for the cattle.  Paul and Eddie 

“Her radiance was not a 
charade but a spiritual 
reality coming from deep 
inside her, where her daily 
dying to self was giving 
birth to the resurrected life 
of Christ.”

again, up to her death fifty years later, except for one short period.
Spiritual darkness is nothing new in the history of Christian spirituality.  The 

phrase “dark night of the soul” from St. John of the Cross is so familiar that it is 
used loosely today to label any time of difficulty.  But John describes the dark night 
of the soul as an extreme kind of divine purification given to only very few.  What 
is more common is the experience he called a “dark night of the senses,” a painful 
time of spiritual dryness and emptiness, which might last weeks or even months, 
but usually not years.  God remains present in all of these trials though without 
relieving the sense of loss and separation and meaninglessness.  The dark night of 
the soul is not a sign that God does not love the individual, just the opposite; he is 
offering chosen disciples the opportunity to be completely emptied of self-will and 
self-centeredness, and to be filled with the grace of interior freedom.  Only a few 
with intense trust in and desire for God have the spiritual strength to hold on during this purification.  We saw it a hundred 
years ago in St. Therese of Lisieux, and now we see it in Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.

Now we know what was really going on in the life of Mother Teresa and it is a gift to us.  Her public image was of some-
one who was very good and was being rewarded for it by the warmth of God’s closeness in her life.  When we saw her pictured 
in prayer, we didn’t realize she had the same struggles we have to remain focused amid distractions, to remain faithful to the 
daily time of prayer without the props of spiritual feelings.  When she smiled, we thought it was because she felt good, but 
it was because of her unyielding conviction in the loving presence of Christ. She did not have a head start on any of us, but 
was actually struggling as hard as anyone.  Her radiance was not a charade but a spiritual reality coming from deep inside her, 
where her daily dying to self was giving birth to the resurrected life of Christ.  She continued this to the end of her life and 
now, as with all the saints, the heart she opened to God has become a special channel of grace for those who are still seeking 
God here on earth. An author of books on the saints said recently that the evidence of her secret struggle reveals Mother Teresa 
to be “one of the greatest of the saints.”

Mother Teresa gives us new hope for our own struggle to be faithful.  She seemed to be above us, to be swept up in a mys-
tical union while bending down to serve the dying poor, but now we know that she was going forward in darkness, not coast-
ing on a kind of spiritual cloud but driven from the inside by an intense love and desire for God which was her only light. 

Cemetery pond “before” (L) with six inches of water and “after” (R) with eight feet of water



One of the hay barns full of round bales for winter feeding

Fuhrmann, along with Michael Otto, used a trackhoe to drag the eight-feet-deep muck out of the ponds.  With a bulldozer, 
they then deepened the ponds and repaired the dams.  The dredged-out sediment, deposited behind the dam, formed an 
interesting mud flow.  A curious monk, investigating the work several days later, had to scramble off the quaking crust over the 
mud.  The next visit found signs installed:  “Danger!  Quick Mud!”  Brother Tobias lamented that the cows couldn’t read, and 
at least one animal had to be pulled out.

Subiaco Abbey is generally not on the regular circuit of “big-name” speakers, so it was a welcome treat to hear Fr. Mi-
chael Casey, a Trappist monk and well-known writer and lecturer from Australia, speak to the community on three successive 
evenings in October.  He had just finished an assignment as presenter for the National Vocation Directors Conference at St. 
Scholastica Monastery in Fort Smith, and was taking a few days of “R and R” before returning home to his Abbey of Tarrawar-
ra.  He told us about one of the Desert Fathers teaching that regular exposure to the Word of God and regular attempts to live 
it, should make the practitioner beautiful.  We checked our mirrors.  Nope, not yet.

Amazingly, that same week, Fr. Ron Rolheiser was here as the retreatmaster for the priests of the Tulsa Diocese.  Maybe we 
should be expecting Pope Benedict sometime soon!

Visitors during the run-up to the Trojan Homecoming on October 6 may have wondered what was going on.  “Spirit 
Week” includes a different dress theme each day, including “come as you are day,” cowboy day, sports hero day, and orange and 
blue day. It seems inevitable that a bus load of retirees, here for a tour, will be getting off the bus just as students in pajamas 
change classes.

Phase II of the repair of the north retaining wall got underway.  This section, closest to Coury House, had not collapsed; 
but was sagging, bulging, buckling – in a slow-motion collapse.  The same method was used as for Phase I, but the workers 
successfully produced a smoother outer surface.  

At month’s end, the ISACS visitation team arrived for the Academy accreditation process.  The team consists of teachers 
and administrators of similar independent and parochial schools.  These educators take a close look at the actual day-to-day 
operations, and compare what they see to the Academy Mission Statement and the self-study document prepared over the past 
two years.  After 3½ days of intense work, the team produced a list of commendations and recommendations, which are pre-
sented to the Independent Schools Accreditation Committee for a vote in January.  All schools must be re-accredited every 5-7 
years.  My impression was that the Academy students want their school to look good in such assessments, and so they display 
their best behavior and performance.

November

The first frost came on October 30, yet four days later, on November 3, Br. Tobias was still baling hay!  With the Angus 
herd now up to the carrying capacity of the land, it is clear that the balance between pastureland and hay meadows is rather 
delicate.  In other words, we need favorable 
conditions in order to produce enough hay 
to feed these hungry animals during the 
winter months.  Last spring’s late freeze 
and the August dry weather made the hay 
situation pretty tight.

On November 3, All Souls Day, the 
monastic community visits the Abbey cem-
etery in the late afternoon.  The ceremony 
we have been using for some years now 
is quite distinctive.  A procession begins 
at the front doors of St. Benedict Church.  During the procession to the cemetery, the litany of the saints is sung, with the 
response “Pray for the Faithful Departed.”  In the cemetery, after a reading, while all the graves are sprinkled and censed, the 
names of all departed monks are read out with the response “Grant him eternal rest.”  Meanwhile, vigil candles flicker on top 
of each grave marker.  These candles continue burning, producing a pretty sight after nightfall.  This year’s ritual was enlivened 
by the antics of a puppy that kept dashing in and out of the procession, and an equally lively little girl who was chasing after 
the dog.  It turned out that she was the young sister of an Academy senior.  Becca later wrote a sweet note of apology to the 
community.  I myself thought it provided an interesting contrast between the exuberant life of pup and girl, and the apparent 
lack of life of those who, “in the view of the foolish, seemed to be dead.”

After a warm week, temperatures dropped dramatically by mid-month and we enjoyed several weeks of ideal fall weather 
– bright crisp days and chilly nights.  This is the kind of weather that produces beautiful fall colors.  The lingering warm 
weather earlier had kept everything green, and so now the leaves changed quickly and were gone quickly.  Fr. Paul likes to rake 



Retaining wall by Coury House nearing completion

leaves, and then to burn his piles.  At 92, he is not as agile as he 
used to be, so we keep an eye cocked when he’s got a fire going.

The retaining wall was basically finished and the maintenance 
crew leveled up the metal fence at the top.  “There’s more than one 
way to skin a cat,” they say; and the fence work proved the adage.  
Instead of resetting the posts, Tom Newman and Joe Craeger dug 
down around the posts, cut them off below ground level, and 
welded extensions into place to bring the fence back up to level.  It 
looks like new and the concrete bases remained solidly in place.

November 6 was “Renaissance Day” in the Academy, when all 
teachers provide some sort of learning experience outside the class-
room.  Fr. Hugh, Academy Chaplain, would not have to partici-
pate, but this “renaissance man” likes to keep his hand in.  He led 
a group of students on what sounds like a fascinating itinerary on 
Mount Magazine:  Dripping Spring, Needle’s Gap, The Window, 
Fat Man Squeeze, Fern Cave, Sunset Point, Bear Gap, and Buffalo 
Jump.  Other students constructed a 40-meter antenna and talked 
to ham radio operators in Arkansas, Illinois, Nebraska, Massachu-
setts, and Florida.  Teachers Walt Geels, Shirley Kiefer, and her 
husband Jim provided this activity.

On November 13, volunteers were invited for the noon meal 
with the monks.  This fills our refectory with good friends and 
helpers.  A good number of ladies regularly assist with large mailings.  Perhaps this operation could be automated, but then 
we and they would miss all the shared work and camaraderie of those “stuffing days.”  Others help in offices, on the farm, 
the grounds, in publications, in the health center, and guest house.  Our volunteers enrich our life, and indeed, go a long way 
toward making our life possible.

December

Centenary Hall gallery featured artwork by monks from December 2-20.  The newspaper announcement said:  “All are 
invited to view photography, calligraphy, needlepoint, crochet, metal sculpture, woodcuts, segmented wooden bowls, rosaries, 
and stained glass done by priests and brothers of the Abbey.  Quoting The Rule of Benedict, Insights for the Ages, ‘The function 
of the artist in the monastery – and in the life of us all – is to make the transcendent visible; to touch the soul in ways that 
match the soul; to enshrine beauty so that we may learn to see it; and to make where we live places of wonder.’”  These annual 
displays always surprise and inspire me.  It’s good to be reminded that we have such talent among us.  Thanks to all you artsy 
monks!

Advent observances began on December 2 with the blessing and lighting of Advent wreaths in the Abbey Church and in 
the monastic refectory.  Another monastic tradition is the singing of the “Rorate Caeli” before the evening meal.  The refrain, 
sung in Latin, is the familiar “Drop down dew, you heavens from above, and let the clouds rain the Just One.”  The four verses, 
each one sung for a week, are from Jeremiah.  They start out lugubrious and depressing:  “Sion, your city is left abandoned.  
Jerusalem now is desolate. We know our sin and are burdened as with some loathsome thing.  You have broken us by laying the 
debt of our sins upon us.”  There is a change of tone as we progress into the third week:  “Send down him who is to come, that 
he may bring pardon, freeing us captives of our burden.”  And in the fourth week:  “Be comforted. … Why do you give way 
to sorrowing?  Your Savior comes, do not be fearful.”   This year I think I finally got it.  God doesn’t want us to stay fearful and 
guilty, but that certainly is our starting point.

Mid-December was cold, dreary, and wet, but at least not icy.  One more good rain is needed to fill the water supply lake; 
and it might as well come now while the pastures are already a swamp. The area around the farm office and corral gets very 
boggy in wet weather, making hay delivery to the cattle an adventure.  

The monastery does not follow the commercial culture in beginning Christmas decorating right after Thanksgiving, so our 
physical preparations came in a whirlwind of activity on December 23rd and 24th. We had done the spiritual housecleaning 
with a Penance Service on the 19th.  Br. James Casey and Br. Dominic deserve special commendation for their extra efforts in 
decorating the Church, the refectory, and the recreation area.  Of course, many others contribute, so that, beginning with First 
Vespers on Christmas Eve, everything plays out pretty much according to long-established script.  Sometime before midnight, 
a bottle of wine appears at each monk’s door, our Lady of Einsiedeln and her little Niño are all decked out in their Christmas 



The Reason for your Hope (1 Peter 3:15)
This issue of The Abbey Message leads off with the title “Hope Springs Eternal.”  A spring is just 

“there,” continuing to flow in unlikely times, places and circumstances.  If hope is like a spring, then 
we don’t have to do anything to produce it and can do little to stifle it. 

Hope is one of the theological virtues, which has been understood to mean that it is simply a 
gift of God, not dependent on human will or desire or cooperation – like a spring.  The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church gives a different understanding of the term “theological virtue.”  Numbers 
1812-1813 say that faith, hope, and love are given to humans by God in the sense that we are created 
in the likeness of the Trinity, with an affinity for sharing in the divine life.  By creation, we have the 
capacity for acting as God’s children, and the practice of these virtues demonstrates that God truly is 
present in our being.  Practicing the virtue of hope is a chosen stance, bringing forth the water of life, 
God’s life, like channeling a spring or bringing it to the surface.

Hope takes some effort.  Fr. Greeley says that by hope we are able to trust that good really is, at least in the long run, more 
powerful than evil.  Mother Teresa clung to hope and kept on smiling, like a drowning person clinging to a spar – and Mother 
Teresa’s spar was the cross of a felt separation from God.

A retreatmaster recently said that, by the age of 30, we have all experienced enough senseless pain, injustice, and failure 
that by all logic we should give up in despair. At this point, three options present themselves:  to sink into depression and de-
spair with suicide as a likely outcome, to act out in mindless pleasure seeking, or – and hope makes this possible – to let go, to 
forgive ourselves and others and go on.  This was the choice Mother Teresa made.  She trusted that “he who promised is faith-
ful (Hebrews 10:23).”  “The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every 
person; … it opens up his/her heart in expectation of eternal beatitude.”  (CCC # 1817).

finery, and the “corona lucis” will doubtless jerk and dump wax onto someone 
below.  We expect these things, but Br. James Lindsey got an unexpected “time 
out” on Christmas Eve.  He was between floors in the elevator when we lost 
power and he remained trapped in the elevator for an hour and a half.  Good 
thing he’s not claustrophobic.

Br. Anthony is our resident snow lover, ever hopeful for a White Christmas.  
It missed by one day.  On the 26th, for about two hours, snow fell dramatically, 
in huge, thick flakes.  The ground was too warm to retain it, but the intensity 
caused a temporary buildup, enough to produce a snowman.  Coury House 
worker Donna Forst got some pictures to prove it.

Fr. Mark admiring his snowman



Academy

Opportunities abound for religious involvement

Accreditation an on-going process
Eleven representatives of the Nonpublic Schools Accrediting Association (ANSAA) and Independent Schools Association 

of the Central States (ISACS), visited the campus Oct. 28-31 as part of the accreditation process for Subiaco Academy.  
 The accreditation process began in April of 2005 with a constituent survey, which is compiled by various committees 

made of members of the student body, Board of Trustees, alumni, parents, and the monastic community.
Mrs. Cheryl Goetz, ISACS teacher representative and steering committee chairperson, said, “The Academy is on a 7-year 

cycle.  The process never really ends. We are either making the recommended improvements or completing a new self-study.”
Most of the visitors represented Catholic and/or private schools across America, with several visitors from Minnesota, 

Michigan and Indiana.  Fr. Leon Olszamowksi of Notre Dame Preparatory School in Michigan said, ”We are the eyes and ears 
of the ISACS.  We are very grateful to spend time [here] and pull back the covers of your school.”

The visitors reviewed the school’s self-study and made recommendations.  Some of the areas looked at were the admissions 
policies, parent and student involvement, the school climate, residential life, finances, academics and special services.

“Overall the visiting team was positive about our students, faculty, curriculum and all aspects of school life,” said Mrs. 
Goetz.  

A report will return in February listing the recommendations and commendations.  The school is then expected to work to 
improve in the areas recommended by the committee.

The religious influence upon student lives is evident in the participation and involvement in several religious activities.  
Currently, about 25 students are active servers and six to eight are in training. 

Br. Mel Stinson, Master of Ceremonies and Director of the Coury House, organizes St. Benedict Church’s weekend Masses 
as well as special occasions. “We have some very excellent students,” he said. “[Serving] gives them the opportunity to work 
with other students and it is something they will remember from their academy days.”   

Seth Buckman, a senior who has served at Subiaco since his freshman year, said, “Serving is a way for me to be closer to 
God by dedicating my personal time to Him.” 

Servers from Subiaco Academy participate in weekday Masses as well as Sunday Masses. 
Br. Mel coordinates the servers on weekends and special occasions, while Fr. Hugh Assenmacher, the Subiaco Academy 

school chaplain, guides the servers during weekday Masses.
Fr. Hugh also teaches confirmation classes.  About 20 students, mostly freshmen and sophomores, are expected to be con-

firmed March 2.
Fr. Hugh is preparing one student 

for baptism and one for his first com-
munion.  Also, three students plan to be 
received into the Catholic Church.

Participation in the Benet Club, 
a prayer club sponsored by Br. Fran-
cis Kirchner, allows students to get a 
behind-the-scenes glimpse of monastic 
life. Students in the Benet Club meet 
once a week and discuss religious ques-
tions, associate with the monks, and 
take tours of the Abbey.

Some students dig deeper in their 
relationship with the monks. Student 
attendance has increased at prayers and 
the 6:30 a.m. Mass. Some students have 
expressed an interest in pursuing a mon-
astic life.

Jonathan Seaver (10) and Seth Buckman (12)  
during the All Souls cemetery visitation

Junior Jackson Worden lighting the advent 
candle during a prayer service led by the school 
chaplain Fr. Hugh Assenmacher



Martin Schriver 
Award recipients

Student Council raises funds for mascot uniform
One of the projects for the ’07-08 Student Council was the purchase of a Trojan mascot uniform. The 2-foot tall, 10-

pound head alone cost nearly $800.  Mrs. Cheryl Goetz, Student Council sponsor, sewed a cape to complete the outfit.  
William Kern (12) was selected as mascot for the Subiaco Trojans.  In the tryouts, he recited an original cheer and sang the 

fight song in front of a panel of seven judges.  “I really want to be involved, but I have no amazing athletic ability,” said Kern.  
“I tried out to be mascot because I knew I could do a good job.”

His duties as mascot include attending home games for football and basketball.  He also must care for and clean the uni-
form.

As mascot, Kern cannot talk.  “He loses his personal identity and becomes Trojan Man,” said Mrs. Goetz.
The mascot’s first appearance was at the student assembly Nov. 9 before leading cheers at a home basketball game Nov. 13. 
Funding for the mascot came from the Trojan Cafe.  Once a week during Teachers Assistance, students purchased cookies, 

brownies and other treats baked by the faculty.

Two students were recognized for 
their character and contribution to 
school and dorm life by being awarded 
the Martin Schriver Award.  This award 
is given each quarter to a student who 
embodies the Subiaco Academy ideal of 
prayer, work and service to others. 

Andrew Yuk, a four-year senior 
from South Korea, was chosen as the 
recipient of the Martin Schriver Award 
for the first quarter.  

Yuk is a proctor on the second floor, 
has been on honor roll for all 4 years, 
and is a tutor in study halls. He is also a 
parliamentarian on the executive coun-
cil, and is the senior class treasurer.

For the second quarter the award 
went to Jacob Didion, a three-year 
senior from Fort Smith, AR.  

Jacob Didion is the Reporter for the 
National Honor Society and is the Vice-
President of the Senior Class.

Career Day speakers share insights
Career Day was held Wednesday, Nov. 2, and featured fourteen guest speakers.  

The occupations of the alumni included entrepreneurs, politicians, an explosives 
expert and even a two-star general. 

All had experiences and valuable insights to share with the students during 
the two panel discussions held in the afternoon on stage in Centenary Hall.  Each 
group had one hour to share stories and insights. 

Most speakers emphasized doing what is right and what makes you happy.  The 
speakers also described their hardships and how they overcame them. “Not every-
thing will be rosy.  You’ll have to find your way through those obstacles,” said Mr. 
Richard Ardemagni, Class of ’63.

Another element of their success, according to several, was realizing the im-
portance of God in their lives. “All things I did were blessings from God,” said Dc. 
Mathew Post, Class of ’43.  

Many alumni also stressed the importance of giving back to the community 
and contributing to charity.  

Other speakers included Ralph Bock ’56, Jay Bradford ’58, Pat Wardlaw ’46, 
Abbot Jerome Kodell ’57, Chris Robinson ’01, Danny Saleh ’73, Tom Sanders ’58, 
Dr. Jason Seiter ’93, Perry Trachier ’87, Jack Kimble ’69, General William Wofford 
’67 and Mickey Bradley.

Andrew Yuk Jacob Didion
Career Day presenters gathered in Centenary Hall (l-r) Pat Wardlaw ’46, Danny Saleh ’73, 
Richard Ardemagni ’63, Jay Bradford ’58, Ralph Bock ’56, Tom Sanders ’58



Academy Christmas card a community project

Traveling a part of Academy education

When Mrs. Chandra Rush, sponsor of the Cultural Awareness at Subiaco Academy Club, stumbled on the concept of 
Human Geometry, she had an original idea for the CASA Club’s next big project: to send a message using the student body, 
literally. The student body was asked to form the word peace to be used in Christmas cards for the Academy.

The CASA Club usually has one project during the school year, a presentation for local schools in the spring. However, 
they wanted to have a fall project this year as well. Mrs. Rush came up with the idea of forming the word peace with the stu-
dent body after hearing about Human Geometry, the idea of making shapes out of people. The CASA Club loved the idea and 
the plan was set into motion.

Two pictures were taken, one with the student body and the other with the student body holding flags. The flags are a re-
flection of the diversity of Subiaco Academy’s students. Mrs. Rush pinned the 50 flags together to create each of the five letters. 

Headmaster Roy Goetz was asked to help with the project and made substantial contributions. He was the eye in the 
sky, the person in charge of taking the picture. Mrs. Rush believes that “Ever since the stadium lights were put up, Mr. Goetz 
wanted to climb them. This gave him an excuse to do so.”

On Nov. 1, the student body lined up on the football field, with the seniors and freshmen in blue uniforms and the 
sophomores and juniors in orange uniforms, to take the picture. After several tries, the student body successfully spelled peace 
with and without the flags. Ho Jun Hwang, president of the CASA Club, thought the project was “Cool. Awesome. Special. 
Authentic.”

 Mrs. Rush and the CASA club provided peace cards to every student and faculty member. “We chose [the word] peace 
because Christmas is a time when people are hoping for peace,” she said.  

Mrs. Shirley Kiefer’s economics class visited Mt. Magazine Dec. 5.   This trip was funded by Economic Education Teacher 
Grants Program.  

Mt. Magazine is not the only trip planned for the economics class. Mrs. Kiefer said, “We have trips planned to Petit Jean 
State Park, Hot Springs National Park, and Lake Fort Smith State Park as well.” Students will have hands-on experience of the 
different economical developments surrounding the development of a park.

The recent release of Beowulf disappointed most of the 20 seniors who viewed it Nov. 19 at a Fort Smith theater. 
Instead of a realistic take on dragons and undersea monsters, the producers opted to go with a “cartoony,” animated ap-

proach.  
The trip was funded by an anonymous alumni donor.
According to the senior class, the movie did not follow the epic poem’s storyline, which for many who had read the epic 

tale of heroism, ruined the movie.  
College representatives continue to visit the campus even as many seniors complete their college applications.  The visits 

allow students to ask questions, be notified of a college they never heard of, or to get more information about a college.  
Colleges which have visited include St. John’s in Minnesota, University of Arkansas, Lyons College, University of Dallas 

and others.

Subiaco students, about 35 per letter, line up to create a message of peace using state and 
national flags. The photo above, taken by Headmaster Roy Goetz, was then used as the cover 
design for the Academy Christmas card. In the photo at right Roy is gearing up to climb the light 
pole to take the picture.



Alumni

Alumni Hall: 56 years of service
by Don Berend

In 1945 the Print Shop (now known as the Fine Arts Building) was completed and Abbot Paul Nahlen encouraged the 
Alumni Association to put their efforts toward establishing a fund for a new abbey church. And during 1945 the Association 
raised $4,476.35 for that purpose.  

At the 1946 reunion the Little Rock District proposed the building of a residence hall, to be called Alumni Hall, to be 
used by students during the school year and to be available to alumni at reunion time. The proposed budget was $150,000.00. 
The motioned passed and fundraising was begun. 

At the time of the 1949 reunion only $21,857.00 had been raised. Some members were discouraged and proposed that the 
project be scrapped, saying that the amount needed was beyond the reach of the 800 member organization. Nevertheless, plans 
were made to push ahead with the project under the leadership of E. A. Steinberger, the new President of the Association.

 It was at this point that the decision was made to change the project to a classroom building instead of a residence hall as 
the greatest need of the Academy was modern classrooms. It was agreed that the Main Building, which housed classrooms at 
the time, would be converted to living space and guest rooms. The proposed cost of the classrooms would be considerably less 
than a residence hall.  

Fund raising programs began and groundbreaking ceremonies were scheduled for the 1950 reunion. The various dis-
tricts held activities and direct appeals were made to the Alumni. A Century Club was established for all those giving at least 
$100.00 and their names were placed on a plaque installed in the lobby of Alumni Hall. 

An architect, Max Sutton of Paris, was engaged and building started on schedule with Fr. Maurus Gerke, along with Mar-
tin Schriver of the abbey staff, supervising construction. Some local labor was hired but monks did the bulk of the work. 

Top photo shows Alumni Hall during construction in the early 1950s. 
The bottom photo is of Martin Schriver and Fr. Maurus Gerke who were 
the builders.

According to the April 1952 Peri-
scope, “The constant preoccupation of 
those in charge of construction was to 
keep cost at a minimum.” The final cost 
of the project was between seventy-five 
and eighty thousand dollars. 

Dedication was planned for the 
spring of 1951, but due to the slowness 
of funds the building was not ready for 
occupancy until February 4, 1952. The 
reunion in 1952 had a double focus; the 
fortieth anniversary of the organization 
and the dedication of the new Alumni 
Hall. 

Student response to the new facility 
was glowing in the April 1952 Peri-
scope. Ryan Carroll ’55: “I know that 
it is a great contribution to modern 
education. It should set an example of 
what a good school ought to be.” Walter 
Edwards ’54: “It seems to have a good 
effect on our studies. I am really proud 
to be one of the first students to attend 
classes in it.” Tom Maslanka ’53: “It 
seemed strange at first because it felt too 
new to me, but now that I am settled 
down it’s just like home.” Bill Kent ’52: 
“I just don’t feel as if I belong there for 
it seems too good for me. I want to ex-
press my thanks for those who built it.”



Where are they now?
Paul Breaux ’74 and his wife 

Leslie, along with their two children, are 
still living “off-the-grid” in their solar 
home in the Texas Hill Country near 
Austin where Paul does consulting in 
solar energy/energy efficiency.

Chris Criner ’74 has been pro-
moted to Project Manager over the 
construction of four Jack-Up Drilling 
rigs his employer is building in Singa-
pore. Chris seems to be enjoying his job 
outside of the United States.

Phil Sontag ’74 is now the Direc-
tor of Marketing in the Automotive 
Products in the lubricants group of 
Conoco-Phillips.

An article in Financial Times noted 
that “Vidoop has figured out how to 
make money off the least likely Web 
transaction of all: that annoying log-in.” 
The article quotes Luke Sontag ’99, 
Vidoop’s founder, “Security has always 
been a cost center. We’re turning it into 
something that makes you money.”

Bruce Reeves ’84 is doing a tour 
of duty in Kuwait.  Instead of weather 
forecasting, his usual field, he is working 
in deployments/redeployments. He in-
sures that transportation is available for 
troops when they are coming or going.

Major Paul Frederick ’86 is getting 
used to looking at the green instead of 
all the sand at his new assignment in 
Korea. Melissa and family are living in 
Midway, allowing son Gregory to be 
part of the class of 2011.

The end of October found Tom 
Foster, Michael Friske, Ted Kelley, 
Bob Matzinger, Eddie Ruesewald, 
Chris Ranallo, Frank Sprick and Bill 
Torp, all from the class of ’81, gath-
ered at Cedar Creek Lake in Texas for 
a weekend of fishing.  The weather was 
good and the fishing excellent. After a 
fish fry the group enjoyed an evening of 
college football, pool and poker.

Kevin Wiederkehr ’83 has cel-
ebrated his twentieth anniversary with 
Data-tronics Corp. in Ft. Smith. He 
isn’t alone, working with him are Leo 
Sharum ’79, David Sharum ’83 and 
Glynn Frederick ’88. 

Joe Darr ’78 and Ted Ruesewald 
’80 took Subi students on a dove hunt 
in Haskell, Texas, during the fall break. 
Joe noted that “Over 2400 shots were 
fired…a few birds were brought down, 
a few got away. The boys were good and 
got even better at breasting and cleaning 
dove. Ted prepared and cooked the dove 
over a hot mesquite fired pit till they 
were finger licking good; then the dove 
disappeared one by one.”

Steve Padberg ’80 is living in Ari-
zona and spends his spare time cycling. 
He is a member of a team that rides for 
Banner Children’s Hospital in Mesa. It 
is a non-profit hospital, so they ride to 
raise awareness and funds for the hospi-
tal and the kids.

 Tom Assenmacher ’57 visited with 
his brother Fr. Hugh ’51.

Don Goetz ’07 performed a guitar 
recital December 2 at the Stella Boyle 
Smith Auditorium on the University of 
Arkansas campus.

Steve Schmitz ’91 and Dale 
Schumacher ’71, along with Knights of 
Columbus from Gainesville, TX, helped 
Fr. Nicholas dismantle an old shed on 
the Abbey farm in mid-November.

Cecil (Gene) Burdick ’53 is 
making plans to be back for his 55th 
reunion next year. Gene is spending part 
of his retirement as a volunteer, writing 
handicap parking citations for the City 
of Houston. He is also an avid blood 
donor having given 38 gallons of blood 
and plasma over the last 50 years.

Lt. Ben Freeman ’99 is on his way 
home from Iraq where he had served for 
the last fourteen months.

Rev. Dr. William Lawbaugh ’60 
was ordained to the priesthood in the 
Episcopal Church, December 22, 2007, 
at Williamsport, VA.

The Amerines, Lee ’99, Travis ’01 
and Denver ’03 were home for Thanks-
giving. The flying stories surely filled the 
air. Lee, flying FA-18e Super Hornets, 
has completed a six-month deployment 
to Iraq having flown 20 combat mis-
sions while aboard the USS Nimitz. 
He will return in January for another 4 
months of duty.  Travis has five months 
before completing Advanced Strike 
Fighter Training and being awarded his 
Naval Aviator wings. He and his wife 
Lauren are living in Meridian, MS. 
Denver is 2 months into Primary Flight 
Training at NAS Whiting Field in Pen-
sacola, FL. Just think of three Amerines 
in the air at one time. Is that scary or 
what?

Jeremy Morris ’98 has completed 
10 years with JB Hunt Transport as 
a Business Development Executive. 
Jeremy lives in Kansas City and covers 
the Midwest. He just finished his first 
year of racing IMCA modifieds and 
last month was awarded “Rookie of the 
Year.”

Andres Ramirez ’06 is now in his 
3rd semester of medical school in Gua-
dalajara. Besides studying he continues 
to play guitar and has formed a rock 
band.

Jacob Post ’05, while attending 
the University of Arkansas, attended 
a retreat at Missouri State University 
called Awakening. This is a peer-led re-
treat designed to help Catholic students 
through their faith journey by provid-
ing both direction and a strong base of 
support from other students who are 
like-minded. 

Dr. Ken Seiter ’91 is currently 
completing a one year Foot and Ankle 
Reconstructive Surgery and Trauma 
Fellowship in Indianapolis, IN. He was 
recently awarded one of 200 positions 
worldwide to attend a 6-week AO/ASIF 
Trauma and Reconstructive fellowship 
in Europe. Later this year he will return 
to Ft. Smith to join his father Ken ’68 
and brother Jason ’93 at Sparks Foot 
and Ankle Center.

96TH ALUMNI 
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Michael Leonard ’89 is currently 
stationed at Ali Al Salem Air Base in 
Kuwait. Michael is a Company Com-
mander of a group handling Customs at 
the base. They deal with 1,200 soldiers 
and 3,000 bags daily performing cus-
toms inspections so the troops can be 
released as soon as they reach stateside.

Will and Sandi Pearson ’57, after 
21 years of retirement, have opened a 
bookstore at Stagecoach Crossing in 
Cave Creek, AZ. They will specialize in 
children’s books and rare, antiquarian 
books.

Gonzalo Gonzalez ’81 is still work-
ing in the coffee industry in Costa Rica. 
He says that with the rainy season over 
it’s time to start harvesting coffee. He 

Obituaries

Gene Geesing ’49 died September 15, 2007, in Tucson AZ. He is survived by his wife Doris, a son Michael, a daughter 
Marian and six grandchildren.

Boniface Geels ’52 died September 9, 2007, in New Blaine, AR. He was a veteran of the Korean War and retired from 
Chicopee Manufacturing after 33 years of service. He was a member of St. Scholastica Catholic Church in New Blaine and a 
member of New Blaine VFW Post 8383. 

He is survived by six sons; Brad, Brent, Sam Keeling, Anthony Keeling, Randy Keeling and Bryant Keeling; one daughter 
Vickey Arender; two brothers Butch Geels ’56 and Cletus Geels. 

Joseph Ralph Sacra ’43 age 80, passed away on the 1st of October 2007.  He entered Texas A&M University in 1943 at 
the age of 16. While at Texas A&M, Joe was a three year letterman in football. After a two-year enlistment in the U.S. Navy he 
graduated with a civil engineering degree from Texas A&M University as a member of the class of 1948. In 1952 he began a 
long and productive career in the mechanical contracting business in Houston. This included a truly committed involvement 
with the Mechanical Contractor’s Associations of Texas and nationally. He served as President of the Houston chapter on two 
different occasions. He also served as President of the state chapter and was a board member of the Mechanical Contractor’s 
Association of America.  He coached Little League baseball and FUN football for 15 consecutive years and won many league 
titles. He truly loved youth athletics and continued nurturing each of his grandchildren through their sporting endeavors. 
Joe was preceded in death by his wife of 43 years, Janet. He is survived by his sons Ralph, Jerry and Mark; his daughter Susie 
McConn; grandchildren Sarah, Katie, Joseph and Jill, Lauren, Caroline, Richard and Michael, Christiana, Mark and Stephen, 
Daniel, Meg and Matthew. He is also survived by his sister Ellen, brother, Gerald ’38 and several nieces and nephews. 

Henry Anhalt ’39 died in Paris, AR, October 28, 2007. Henry was valedictorian of his class at Subiaco. He retired from 
the Paris Fire Department serving as assistant chief.

He was a retired tavern owner and over the years served as bookkeeper for Dixie Coal Mine, Shirley Ford, Raney Drug 
Store and the City of Paris. He was Scoutmaster of Troop 39 and an avid crappie fisherman.

He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Hermina; three daughters, Janie Calvert, Sissi Bennett, and Sheila Williams; sons, 
Bill ’64 and Randy ’68; twelve grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren.

John Stehle ’48 of Paris died November 25, 2007. He was a retired dairy, poultry and cattle farmer. He served as a Eucha-
ristic Minister at St. Benedict Church and was a member of the Catholic War Veterans and a US Army veteran of the Korean 
Conflict. 

He is survived by wife Mary; six daughters, Theresa Rogers, Pam Stehle, Janet Glass, Barbara Edquist, JoAnn Kraus and 
Ruth Conrad; three sons, Stephen, Carl, and Brian; two sisters, Ann Martin and Rose Spanel and 13 grandchildren.

Drew Daniel at Xmas party

is also excited about the announcement 
that Pope Benedict will soon visit Costa 
Rica.

Tom Maslanka ’53, a retired 
Commercial Loan Officer, now spends 
his time working with his wife who 
volunteers with the Kansas City Royals 
baseball team. She sells season tickets 
and helps with advertising. He is also 
active with the Knights of Columbus.

Tech. Sergeant Brendan McHugh 
’88 is deployed to Iraq with the Air 
Force. He was originally a Security Spe-
cialist but now is working in Structural 
Maintenance. They take care of any 
metal damage done to planes, be it the 
skin or the structural frame.

Drew Daniel ’76, chef extraordi-
naire, provided food for a Christmas 
meal for the monks and staff December 
21. Drew also emceed the event, pre-
senting door prizes provided by himself 
and various monk artisans.



Development

Development Director’s Message
Happy New Year! The greeting might be a little late by the time it reaches you, but it is very 

appropriate at the time I am writing. God has blessed us during the past year with many wonderful 
benefactors and friends who have continued to join with us in the many works that we do here at 
Subiaco. 

Our Mission Statement spells out the works that Subiaco Abbey and we monks hold dear to our 
hearts:  we proclaim the gospel through public and private prayer, monastic community living, hospitality, 
education, parish, diocesan and special ministries, retreats and spiritual guidance. 

Without the support of all of you we simply would not be able to do all this work, or would have 
to do it poorly. 

When we began the Journey of Faith Capital Campaign we set as one of our goals increasing the 
endowment of the Abbey and Academy. Fifty years ago when I was in school here, the monks were the endowment that the 
school depended on, and little effort was made to increase our endowment in invested monies. Now that there are fewer monks 
to work in the school the need for this endowment is brought home to us every year in working out the budget for the Acad-
emy. If the school is to remain strong and continue to educate young men as leaders for tomorrow, then this endowment must 
be put into place. 

I am happy to say that many of you have been pushing us in that very direction. 
During the past year we completed the Fr. Robert Lazzari and Abbot Jerome Kodell Faculty Chairs – each in the amount 

of $250,000. A year before that it was the Fr. Harold Heiman scholarship completed in the same amount. We continue to 
receive donations to the Br. Ephrem O’Bryan and Fr. Hugh Assenmacher Faculty Chairs. We expect both of these to be com-
pleted in the amount of $250,000 during the current year.

Recently other funds have been established that have the same or similar goals. Members of the Knittig family made a sub-
stantial donation to begin a scholarship honoring Fr. Herbert Vogelpohl. Their hope is that others will be interested in contrib-
uting to this scholarship so that it will reach a total of $100,000. 

Members of the Class of 1991 have set a goal of $100,000 for a scholarship. Their plan is to reach this goal by the Alumni 
Reunion of their 30th anniversary in 2011. They are well on their way with donations and pledges.

Members of the extended family of Fr. Paul Hoedebeck have established a fund honoring Fr. Paul. They are near their goal 
of $100,000 and we hope to be able to match that amount to bring its value to $200,000. This fund is for the maintenance of 
the Abbey Church which was completed in large measure due to the development work of Fr. Paul during the difficult years of 
the late 1940s and 1950s. Next year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the consecration of our Abbey Church in 1959 and it 
is hoped that we will be able to do some needed repairs before that celebration begins. This fund will make that possible.

Another scholarship fund has been established by the Fuhrmann family to honor Fr. Joseph Fuhrmann, a Subiaco monk 
and uncle of many other Subiaco monks. Fr. Joseph, who died in the early 1970s, had an important role in the education of 
monks and students during his years as a monk of Subiaco Abbey. He also spent many years in parish ministry. 

 All of these efforts fullfil the need we have to increase our endowment. At the same time they honor past and present 
members of the Abbey who have had such a big impact on the ministry of the Abbey over the years. 

May God bless all of you and your loved ones during this new year. 
In St. Benedict,

PRAYER HOTLINE
Let us join you in praying for your needs. 

The telephone number to call is:

1-800-350-5889



Annual Report of Stewardship is online

During the calendar year 2007 the Abbey produced over 4300 two pound tins 
of Abbey Brittle. That is over 4 tons of brittle! The brittle has become for many a 
tasty answer to the problem of Christmas shopping. 

But the success of Abbey Brittle has created a problem as well. The brittle con-
tains no chemical preservatives and as a result must be in the hands of the consumer 
soon after it is made. Most of those who order naturally want the brittle mailed 
within a week or two of either Thanksgiving or Christmas and so most of it must 
be made within a relatively short period of time, which means an all-hands-on-deck 
operation from October to December. 

Our problem is manpower: not that we don’t have monks willing and able to 
make the brittle, but we cannot continue to take them away from other commit-
ments to create a crew for this short-term intensive work.  We are brainstorming to 
find a solution so that we don’t have to cut back on production for next Christmas.  

At Subiaco we are surrounded by natural beauty – the woods, the 
hills, the streams.  This doesn’t make us unique among monasteries, which 
throughout the world are located in beautiful environments.  God is sought 
in the silence of prayer, but also in the world he has created.

But when you look more closely at any monastery, usually you notice 
that there is more to the beauty of the location because the monks or sisters 
are there. They try to be careful custodians of the natural environment while 
building a beautiful place to live in and to invite others to share.  Besides 
seeking ways to reveal the natural beauty, they are also alert to enhancing the 
living environment by their own creativity and the art of others.

Scattered throughout our Annual Report are pictures of some of the art 
which surrounds us at Subiaco, from the new Suscipe cross on the cover to 
statues and windows which have been here a long time.  This created beauty 
lifts us up in our daily rounds.  St. Benedict has a chapter in his Rule on the 
place of artisans in the monastery, but in a broader vision he is insistent on 
showing respect for the buildings and living areas by keeping them clean, 
and he says the utensils and other goods are to be treated like sacred vessels 
of the altar.

We are very aware that we are able to live in this beautiful place and to 
carry on our mission only because of the constant blessing of God, and that 
an important part of this blessing is sending people like you to join with us 
and to help us.  As we look at the names in this report we are very grateful, 
and we hold you in our prayers to God every day.

Gratefully in Christ,
Abbot Jerome Kodell, OSB

The Subiaco Abbey 2006-2007 
Report of Our Stewardship is available 
online this year. It can be found by go-
ing to: www.subi.org/annualreport.pdf

If you prefer a copy to be sent to 
your home please call the Development 
Office at (479)-934-1001.

The cover of this year’s Annual Re-
port is a picture of a St. Benedict Cross 
of walnut by Abbot Jerome Kodell, OSB 
with stained glass Abbey coat of arms by 
Br. James Casey, OSB, and lettering by 
Bill Wright, Academy art teacher. This 
work hangs on the second floor main 
stairs of the Academy.

Abbey sells record amount of Peanut Brittle 

The following letter by Abbot Jerome is 
from the 2006-2007 Annual Report.



Why give to Subiaco in 2008 and beyond?

“There is one pleasure that the human being cannot tire of, and that is the pleasure 
that comes from helping someone who really needs you.”—Author Unknown

Giving to Subiaco will always meet the spirit of this quote. The ultimate return 
on an investment made to Subiaco Abbey and Academy is measured by changed 
lives. I am often asked the question, what is the next project?  As you might expect 
we are currently undergoing an extensive capital needs assessment that in the end 
will be the framework of a possible capital campaign coinciding with our 130 year 
anniversary.

Just a few of the projects being considered include the monks’ recreation area 
in what was called “the new annex,” when it was completed in 1961, together with 
some monks’ living quarters in that annex that were not part of the renovation 
completed two years ago. This would include new energy-efficient windows and 
HVAC for the entire area. Other projects being considered are improved fencing 
and gates at the farm, a new elevator for the health center, Coury House room 
upgrades, Academy main building upgrades, including dorm rooms and headmas-
ter residence, water plant upgrades, improved technology hardware/software and 
Information Technology leadership.  These are just a few of the various kinds of 
items that likely will find their way into the campaign. The initial response to the 
prospects of such a campaign has been strong. We are resolved to move forward 
only with the blessing and support of our friends who, with us, wish to embrace the 
future while honoring our rich past. Henri Nouwen says it well in his book Here 
and Now, “Ministry is, first of all, receiving God’s blessing from those to whom we 
minister. What is this blessing? It is a glimpse of the face of God.”

Abbot Jerome writes in his letter accompanying our Annual Report of our 
Stewardship; “We are very aware that we (monks) are able to live in this beautiful 
place and carry on our mission only because of the constant blessing of God, and 
that an important part of that blessing is sending people like you to join with us 
and to help us.” 

In proclaiming what we believe, we are offering you and others an opportunity 
to participate with us in our vision and mission. We are inviting you to invest your-
self through the resources that God has given you – your energy, your prayers, and 
your money – in this work to which God has called us.

DEVELOPMENT 
TOOL CHEST

As you consider giving and support-
ing the ongoing ministries of Subiaco 
Abbey and Academy, please know the 
Development office is here to help you 
be the best steward possible. Listed 
below are several “typical” ways that our 
friends use to support the ongoing work 
of Subiaco. 

1. Cash
2. Appreciated stock/bonds
3. Appreciated Real-Estate
4. Insurance policies
5. Annuities
6. Charitable Trusts
7. IRA’s
8. Mutual Funds

In addition to these options chari-
table bequests are often made by leaving 
a legacy through a planned gift/estate 
planning – your last will and testament. 
This form of bequest is available to all 
friends of Subiaco Abbey, regardless of 
the size of their estate or their present 
financial position.

 For all estate planning, our legal 

name is Subiaco Abbey.

For further information contact the 
Subiaco Abbey Development office at 
(479)-934-1001 or ...

Ken Sutterfield, Chief Development 
Officer by e-mail at                        
 ksutterfield@subi.org 

by Ken Sutterfield, Chief Development Officer

Giving opportunities that will make an impact today 
and for generations to come…

ABBEY    ACADEMY
Annual Fund   Annual Fund
Abbot’s Discretionary Fund Academics
Coury House    Athletics
Farm          Br. Ephrem Faculty Chair
Health/Fitness Center  Fr. Hugh Faculty Chair
Memorials    Special Projects
Monk Education   Student Aid
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Coury House Weekend Retreat rates include two nights and six meals.  
A shared room: $100. Private room: $150. Married Couple: $195.

Rates for private retreats, days of recollection, 
and special groups are available upon request.

For more information or reservations, contact us at: 
479-934-4411 or 479-934-1290 or FAX: 479-934-4040

The Coury House Book Store and Gift Shop
offers quality religious articles and books for spiritual growth and direction.

Call Donna Forst at: 479-934-4411 or 479-934-1292
Check our web site: www.subi.org or e-mail us at: couryhouse@subi.org 

or chgifts@subi.org 

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House
February
 1-3 Diocesan Knights of Columbus
 8-10 World-Wide Marriage Encounter Retreat
 15-17 Diocesan Council Black Catholics Retreat
  St. James Episcopal Retreat
 21-24  Tulsa Confraternity of Christian Mothers Retreat
 27-29 Arkansas Juvenile Officers Workshop
 29-Mar. 2 Subiaco Academy Parents Weekend
  Discovery Weekend
March
 3-7 Connected in Christ Methodist Ministers Workshop
 7-9 Diaconate Retreat, Diocese of Tulsa
 12 Catholic Women’s Union Day of Recollection
      14-16 Men’s Retreat (open to all men.)
      20-23 Easter Triduum (Guests welcome to join monks for Holy Week.)
 28-30 Inner Healing Retreat
  Bella Vista Community Church Christ Care 
      31-Apr. 4 Connected in Christ Methodist Ministers Workshop
April
       4-6 Serra Club Retreat
 9 Community of Hope Retreat
 11-13 “Living Mindfully” with Sister Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB
 18-20     Religious Ramblers Retreat
 25-27 Oblate Retreat
  Subiaco Academy Parents Weekend

Coming Coury House Retreat 
April 11-13, 2008

Living Mindfully: the Medicine of Deep Listening 
with Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB  

This silent retreat, open to all, is an invitation to pause from your busy schedule for the medicine of 
deep listening, keeping vigil with the hours of the day.  Based on her coming book, Seven Sacred Pauses. 

For reservations or information regarding this or any other retreat, please call 479-934-4411, 
or email: couryhouse@subi.org


