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When human beings face those deep realities which open out to mystery, every 
culture has devised ritual actions as a means of coping with the ineffable.  In the face of 
birth and death, tragedy and delight, words and actions don’t suffice to convey all that 
we feel and want to express.  But we want to do and say something as a means toward 
dealing with the mysteries of life and death.  Liturgy gives us symbolic words and actions 
which enable us to enter the “mystery of faith.”  “When we eat this bread and drink this 
cup, we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come again.” The mystery remains, 
but the ritual provides some tangible forms for expressing what cannot be seen or 
touched.

Likewise, when a loved one dies, the living cannot share the journey, nor really 
understand it.  We don’t know what to say or how to act—how to express our love, voice 
our grief, comfort those who mourn, or manifest our hope.

On the evening of All Saints Day, our confrere Fr. Peter Sharum died.  The same 
night, after midnight, Br. Jerome Heard died.  Within three weeks, Fr. Sebastian Be-
shoner followed them in death.  How does a monastic community act in the face of 
death?  What are the rituals we have devised, so that we have some words to say and 
actions to do, when no words or actions really suffice?  As we were expecting the first 
two deaths, Fr. Elijah composed a description of what monks do when a confrere dies.  
His summary was directed to the lay staff and students, so that they might understand 
what the monks are doing, and know some of the hidden rituals that they would not see. 
The list is extensive, giving the community many different times, places, and actions for 
grasping the mystery of human death and for expressing our hopes for our dear one and 
for ourselves. A condensed version of Fr. Elijah’s list, with some additions, follows.



1. Monks are reminded daily of death, as St. Benedict recommends (RB 4:47).  Pictures of deceased community mem-
bers line the hallway leading into the monks’ refectory (dining room).  Monks sometimes point out their expected spot among 
the empty slots within the large frames. Only the Abbot knows his spot for sure, since larger spaces are reserved for abbots’ 
pictures.

2. The monastic community celebrates the Sacrament of Anointing in choir four times annually.  Here those who are 
ailing, but still mobile, receive the Anointing of the Sick in the midst of their brothers.  As a monk’s condition worsens, and he 
is not able to come to choir, the sacrament is administered once again in the monk’s Health Center room.  Daily, Holy Com-
munion is taken to infirm monks who cannot celebrate the Eucharist in community.

3. In the days and then in the hours as death approaches,  monks will be visiting the room of a dying confrere, praying 
with and for him, and just being present to him.  The official Prayers for the Dying will be offered by one or more of these visi-
tors during the monk’s final hours.

4. When death comes, the church bell will toll for several minutes, alerting the community.  Some will come to the 
deceased monk’s room, where the prayers at the time of death are offered.  Other monks who hear the tolling will pause where 
they are or go to church to pray for their departed brother.

5. The funeral home will come for the body and prepare it for burial.  The body is clothed in a monastic habit and 
placed in a very simple pine casket, fabricated by Abbot Jerome. Prior Leonard coordinates the funeral arrangements with rela-
tives and monastery.  Publicity officer Br. Ephrem and the Development Office see to the printing of an obituary notice and 
memorial cards.  These are posted electronically and sent to newspapers and to other Benedictine houses.  Fr. Richard places 
the picture of the newly departed in the refectory hallway frame.

6. The body is brought back to the Abbey, where it is met by the monastic community in a simple but moving ceremony, 
at the door of the church.  The monk pallbearers roll the casket to the front of the nave, where the casket is opened.  The Rule 
of Benedict and the monk’s profession document are placed on the casket.  Monks file by the casket, often touching their con-
frere’s hand or tracing the cross on his forehead. Fr. Hugh arranges a table display of items that characterized the monk, along 
with pictures of his parents and the monk’s special events through the years.

7. A Vigil Service is held later that evening.  One of the monks who had a special connection with the deceased offers 
some reflections on his life.  This service concludes with the singing of the “Ultima”* in Latin, English, and German.
*When at last death’s hour is o’er us 
Pray thy Son may fashion for us 
Death anointed and serene 
Virgin, Mary, Mother, Queen.  
After the vigil service, a reception is held where friends 
socialize and share their remembrances of the deceased 
monk.  Some monks will keep vigil at the open casket 
for parts of the night.

8. The next day, at the funeral Mass, the bell 
tolls again as the community enters in silence.  The 
casket is closed and covered with the white pall.  Ab-
bot Jerome removes the profession document and 
places it on the altar, where the monk had signed it on 
the day of his profession.  Academy students attend 
monk funerals and provide the acolytes and some of 
the music for funeral liturgies.  After the Mass, the en-
tire community processes to the cemetery.  The monks 
sing a version of the Benedictus in three-part harmony.  
Our maintenance crew will have prepared the grave 
and Br. Joseph Koehler manufactures the tombstone.  
Those who wish sprinkle the grave with holy water or 
throw a bit of dirt onto the casket. Then monks and 
visitors enjoy a good meal together.

9. Besides the funeral day liturgy, a Mass is of-
fered for the departed brother on the 1st, 7th, and 30th day after his death, and on the one-year anniversary.  A prayer for the 
deceased is added onto Morning Prayer for thirty days following a death.  For one week, after his death, a plate at the monk’s 
usual refectory spot is banded in black, and his picture with a candle and a flower remain there.

10. Finally, the monk’s room is cleaned out.  Items found there might be given to family members, end up in the archives, 
or placed out, where confreres can select usable articles for their own use.  What is not removed within a week is then taken to 

Br. Jerome Heard was born 
November 10, 1940. He made 
his oblation on March 19, 1960. 
He died November 2, 2012. 

Fr. Peter Sharum was born 
February 2, 1927. He made his 
profession of vows on September 
16, 1947 and was ordained May 
31, 1952. He died November 1, 
2012.



Selling Jesus Short
An important part of the study of Christian theology is in investigation into the great Trinitar-

ian and Christological heresies of the first few centuries.  In a strange way, the heresies were a benefit 
to the Church, because they forced the struggle and ultimately the responses which clarified authen-
tic Christian teaching.  The official definitions of that early time have guided the Church ever since, 
but that does not mean that the same erroneous tendencies would not continue to crop up later on.  
The Trinity, three Persons in one God, and the Incarnation of the second Person of the Trinity, truly 
divine and truly human, are realities beyond human logic and will continue to raise questions.

The Christological heresies fall into two groups: those that minimize Jesus Christ’s divinity 
and those that minimize his humanity.  The most prominent example of the denial of the divin-
ity of Christ was the Arian heresy, named after Arius, a Christian preacher of the fourth century.  This challenge to orthodoxy 
prompted the convoking of the first Ecumenical Council, held at Nicaea in 325.  From this Council came not only the con-
demnation of Arianism but the adoption of the Nicene Creed, which is the basis for our Creed still recited at Mass on Sundays.

Among the heresies which minimized the humanity of Christ were Monophysitism (“one nature”), which said that Christ 
has only a single nature, his humanity being absorbed by his divinity, and Docetism (“to seem”), which said that Jesus only 
seemed to be human, but his physical body was an illusion and he could not suffer or die.   These heresies were condemned by 
the teaching of the Council of Chalcedon in 451.

Since the time of Chalcedon, the Christian Church has consistently professed, against all challenges, the doctrine of 
Christ’s thorough divinity and thorough humanity: he is truly God and truly man.  But that does not preclude our personal 
piety or imagination from over-emphasizing his divinity or humanity from time to time.  

Commentators have noted that in recent times it is easier for most Christians to deal with Christ’s divinity than with his 
humanity. We know the human condition and our weaknesses very well, and it is hard to imagine Jesus with the same strug-
gles.

This is where we may sell Jesus short. He did not just seem to be a human be-
ing like us, going through the motions, but he really was one of us.  That is precisely 
the point.  The Letter to the Hebrews is very strong on this: “We do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”  And because we know he understands 
our situation, we can be confident to approach him. “Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace” (4:15-16).  There is one in heaven who understands 
exactly what we are going through.

Because Jesus did not sin we may think he could not sin. We may think it an act 
of reverence to him to give more credit to his divinity than to his humanity.  But that 
would sell him short. A heresy similar to Monophysitism was Monothelitism (“one will”), which said Jesus had only one will, a 
divine will. This was condemned at the Third Council of Constantinople in 681.  As a human being Jesus had a free will sepa-
rate from his divine will.  If he did not have a choice in obeying his Father, it would not make sense for him to have prayed in 
the garden that his Father remove the cup of suffering, “yet not my will but yours be done“ (Mk 14:36), or to say “I have come 
not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me” (Jn 6:38).  If he had no free human will separate from his divine will, 
this would have been the kind of play-acting taught by Docetism.

If we have been accustomed to think that Jesus, because he was the son of God, always knew what he was going to do and 
did not have to struggle, the realization that his human experience was exactly like ours, except that he didn’t sin, may give us 
a new appreciation of what he went through in redeeming us and a deeper understanding of Christmas.  More importantly, it 
may increase our confidence to share with Jesus our own trials and needs, because he understands our situation from the inside.  
The Book of Revelation pictures the risen Christ in glory as a Lamb, “standing as if slain” (5:6), because the resurrection has 
not blotted out the marks of suffering, though they are now trophies of victory.  They are emblematic of the whole human 
experience of Jesus which is still alive to him.

“We may think it an act 
of reverence to him [Jesus] 
to give more credit to his 
divinity than to his hu-
manity.  But that would 
sell him short.”

Community Outreach Services in Paris, where they are recycled or placed for sale in the thrift shop.
These rituals, known by heart, enable us to move forward and have something to do or say, even when we don’t know what 

to say or what to do.  They provide a steadiness, a flow, even as death sunders familiar bonds.  And in this way we are able to 
“look forward to holy Easter (the departed brother’s, and our resurrection) with joy and spiritual longing.” (RB 49: 7).



Abbey

2 make first vows - 2 invested as novices
Br. Cassian Elkins and Br. Reginald Udouj made their first profession of 

vows as Benedictines on September 8, 2012, at a ceremony during Vespers. 
Br. Cassian [formerly Nov. Derrick] Elkins came to Subiaco from Church 

Point, LA. He earned a bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies and Philosophy 
from Our Lady of the Lake University.  Br. Cassian also spent five years with 
the Dominicans, during which time he studied Theology and Church His-
tory, and worked in Deaf ministry as a professional sign language interpreter. 
This work has been somewhat of an avocation for Br. Cassian since child-
hood.  His opportunities to work with the Deaf are few here at Subiaco, but 
he has found several other activities that exercise his talents. Abbot Jerome 
appointed Br. Cassian Assistant Junior High Tennis Coach, Manager of the 
Community Vestry and assigned him to work together with the Development 
Department. Recently he has taken on the job of caring for the Abbey’s Mass 
Intentions. 

Br. Reginald [formerly Nov. Richard] Udouj came to Subiaco from Ft. 
Smith, AR. He is a 1979 graduate of our Academy. After graduation he at-
tended the University of Arkansas for two years before joining the Air Force. When his tour of duty was completed he attended 
High Point College in North Carolina where he earned a degree in marketing. He then worked as a fabric and/or furniture 
salesman until coming to the Abbey as a candidate in February 2011. Abbot Jerome has appointed Br. Reginald an assistant 
to Fr. Richard in the Abbey Brittle and Monk Sauce operations. He is also studying theology in a program conducted by the 
Diocese of Little Rock in connection with St. Gregory University in Oklahoma. He was also appointed moderator of the Benet 
Club - a vocation awareness club in the Academy. He is the official Abbey bell-ringer.

Both Br. Cassian and Br. Reginald received new names at the ceremony during which they committed themselves to live 
the life of a monk for three years. At the end of this period they will be eligible to make solemn vows.

On the night before, September 7, also at Vespers, two candidates were invested with the habit of a novice. They will be 
novices for a period of one year, after which they will be eligible to make their first profession of vows. They are Novice Mi-
chael McClellan and Novice Christopher Cafaro.

Novice Mike McClellan comes to Subiaco from near Kansas City, Missouri, 
where he was working as a Commercial Analyst in a bank. 

Novice Chris Cafaro grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but after graduating 
from the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee with a bachelor’s in history he spent 
the next 20 years of his life in Colorado where he worked in the winter as a ski 
instructor and in the summer at a golf course. 

The period of novitiate is meant to introduce the novice to the way of life of 
a monk and give him the opportunity to both study and actually experience living 
the life that he feels called to. The mornings are generally given to classes in such 
subjects as St. Benedict’s Rule, the history of monasticism and Benedictine history, 
as well as the history of Subiaco Abbey. Other classes include Scripture, Prayer, Celi-
bacy, Music, Psalms and Spirituality. A unique class is called Varia Res which covers 
anything else that is not included in other classes. The name is Latin and actually means “various things.” 

One of the important decisions that a novice must make during his year of novitiate is whether or not he is called to live in 
this particular community. So it is important that he get to know the community and the work that we do. A novice is never 
assigned to a permanent job, say as guest master or teacher in the Academy. Rather he is to experience a balance of experience 
in all areas of the community’s work as he works with many different members of the community, thus preparing him for the 
day he will be asked to make his first vows as a member of this community.

Br. Cassian Elkins, Abbot Jerome Kodell & Br. 
Reginald Udouj posing in the Abbey church after 
making their first profession

by Fr. Richard Walz, OSB

Nov. Mike McClellan Nov. Chris Cafaro



September

Well, hurricane Isaac did blow through Arkansas, bringing an inch of rain September 1. It seems that what was left of 
Isaac’s eye passed right over Subiaco.  Winds swirled from all directions with gusts approaching 40 miles per hour, and this 
went on from mid-afternoon until late at night.  An after supper visit to the East Park gazebo, through the horizontal mist, 
lashing limbs, and blowing leaves was pretty exciting.  This taste of a hurricane is about as much as we will ever get here, hope-
fully.  

The months-long burn ban was lifted—too soon, as it turned out.  St. Benedict’s parishoners lit a small brush pile on the 
parish grounds, and the fire immediately got into the adjoining pine grove. Local fire departments managed to suppress the 
fire, but hot spots smoldered on in the deep layer of pine needles.  Three days later, fanned by a strong wind in front of an ap-
proaching thunderstorm, the flames flared up again, and soon the whole grove was again in flames.  Pretty scary!  The thun-
derstorm arrived, dousing the flames with another inch of rain.  So this time we got just a taste of a forest fire. A taste is quite 
enough, thank you.  Finally, on September 8, the high for the day was in the low 80s.  The great drought and heat wave of 
2012 had been broken.  Thanks be to God!

Other reasons for thanking God were the investiture of Chris Cafaro and Mike McClellan as novices on Sept. 7, and the 
first profession of vows by Brothers Reginald Udouj and Cassian Elkins on Mary’s birthday, September 8.  Read about these 
men on page 3. One could easily see in the beautiful and refreshing weather for these events another sign of God’s favor.

Coaching junior high football must require the patience of Job.  Someone reported an exasperated (but patient) comment 
by Coach Ken Stovall.  It seems that the opposing team was in disarray for some reason and Coach Stovall tried to get the 
play started before the other team got organized. However, the Trojan quarterback courteously waited until the opponents got 
things sorted out and all set before he started his count.  Coach cracked:  “This is carrying Benedictine hospitality entirely too 
far.”

On September 17, our forest manager, David Reinhold, toured the Abbey timber with maintenance director Sam Little, 
Matt Stengel from the procurator’s office, and Fr. Mark.  He provided a wealth of forestry lore, including the three principles 
for deciding when to cut timber.  You cut, he says, (a) when you’ve got to have some quick income, (b) when the market is 
good, and (c) when the stand needs cutting.  He pointed out areas that need cutting, and predicted a continuing poor market.  
So if we don’t have to generate income right now, then it is best to wait—but not until mature trees start dying.  Nothing is 
simple.

October

My calendar notes say “very cool weekend” for October 5-7.  It was also a very full weekend, with Coury House packed 
with retreatants, football homecoming game and activities, the Day Dog picnic, and Benefactors Day on Monday.  And what is 
a “Day Dog picnic?”  Non-boarding day students of the Academy are referred to as “day dogs.”  No one knows just when this 
moniker was first used.  Originally it was a rather contemptuous tag used by the supposedly more urbane boarding students for 
the local farm boys.  Now it has become a term of honor and unity for this group.  The annual picnic involves barbeque grill 
cookery, silent and live auctions, and a lot of visiting and reminiscing.  Nearly all monks join the group in the “green room” 
(the indoor practice area in the gym).  

Benefactors Day fell on the observance of Columbus Day, and 
the Academy students had a free day.  However, their Deans shep-
herded them into church in their Sunday best for the Mass with 
Abbey and Academy benefactors.  Never before had they gotten 
this free day.  The price was getting up for church.  They seemed to 
accept the trade-off gracefully.

During October and November, Fr. Richard often comes 
to Noon Prayer smelling delicious.  That is because he has been 
hovering over the peanut brittle skillets all morning.  He does most 
of the actual cooking, and every skillet involves a decision:  when 
exactly is the confection ready to pull off the fire and add baking 
soda, the final ingredient? Only rarely does a batch fail to measure 
up to the standard. When it does, the less-than-perfect batch might 

by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB
Abbey Journal

l-r Nov. John, Artie Berry & Br. Francis at Volunteers luncheon



come up to the monastic recreation room, leading to this exchange:  “This doesn’t seem to be as good as I remembered it.”  “It’s 
not; why do you think it’s here?”

The Habanero pepper harvest was also in full swing during October.  Once we got some rain and the temperature cooled 
a bit, the plants began setting fruit.  As though impelled by a vegetal biological clock, which read “Hurry up!  Time is short!” 
the bushes did their utmost to reproduce before it was too late.  And they succeeded.  Br. Reginald, Fr. Bruno, Fr. Richard, Br. 
Michael, Novices John, Huy, Mike and Chris, and Candidate Kenny put in long afternoons picking, sorting and washing these 
fiery orbs.  Fr. Mark joined them toward the end of the harvest.  There was some good-natured murmuring around the sorting 
baskets about “the gulag” aspect of novitiate training.  Then someone showed up with a round of beer, and spirits revived.  (I 
was reminded of my own novitiate experience spreading silage in the upright silo.  As we novices exited the silo, streaming with 
sweat, there was Fr. Clement Schmidt with a water jug.  Greedily sucking at the spout, I was amazed and delighted to find that 
he had the jug filled with draft beer!) An early frost had knocked most of the leaves off the plants, but the peppers were still 
good, so the harvest continued to the end of the month.  Br. Reginald estimated that we had picked a ton of peppers; Fr. Rich-
ard doesn’t think it was quite that much.  At any rate, we WILL have Monk Sauce to sell this holiday season and far beyond.  A 
hard freeze halted the pepper season on October 28.

November

Abbot Jerome had said (in an insert in the fall TAM) that visitors to the cemetery for All Souls Day would see that earth 
moving had been done.  This happened barely in time for his prophecy to prove true.  A week earlier, Mr. Mike Otto of 
Lindsay, Texas, brought one of his bulldozers to do this work.  He made short work of the job of preparing a flat area for our 
proposed columbarium.  He positioned a rotating laser device at the cemetery entrance.  Its laser beam activated a receiver on 
a surveying pole when the receiver was level with the beam.  I’m sure the technology is accurate, but human eyesight, on this 
slope slanting toward the north and east, does not “see” the same levels.  Mr. Otto did some other volunteer work with the 
dozer while he was here.   Architect Wally Sprick has prepared detailed plans for the building to house the columbarium niches.

We had an additional two names to call out when we visited the cemetery for 
All Souls.  Fr. Peter Sharum died shortly before midnight on November first, and 
Brother Jerome Heard died in the early morning of November second.  Fr. Sebas-
tian Beshoner followed them to glory on November 17.  These three deaths, in less 
than three weeks, are the big November story.  Their full obituaries are available on 
line at:  www.countrymonks.org/Obit and brief accounts are given below left and 
on page 16 of this issue.  Their deaths were fairly sudden, but not a shock.  All three 
had a steep decline of less than a month before succumbing.  So we, and they, had 
time to prepare, and were spared a lengthy lingering helplessness.

St. Benedict Parish has begun Perpetual Adoration, or at least pretty close to it.  
This began on November 4, with a special afternoon Mass and procession to the 
adoration chapel in Coury House.  At this point, the morning hours from 7 to 12 
are not covered, but someone is present in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament the 
rest of the day and night.  Some monks are participating, and people from all the 
surrounding parishes fill out the roster.  Perhaps this is the major story for Novem-
ber, rather than the three deaths.  Hopefully, the effort can expand to become really 
perpetual.

On Saturday, November 17, Abbot Jerome, Fr. Aaron, Fr. David, and Fr. Mark 
travelled to Rogers, Arkansas, for the ordination of 18 deacons.  Fr. Mark’s brother 
Kenny was among the ordinands.  The bilingual service took almost exactly three 
hours!  I’ve often said that, if a liturgy is done well, I’d just as soon be doing that as 
anything else I can think of, so it did not seem too long.

November weather was very tranquil.  Night time lows around 30˚ and day-
time highs  in the 50s and 60s made for perfect fall weather—except that we still 

need rain, badly.  The autumn rains have been just enough to maintain some surface moisture, but there has been no runoff 
to replenish the water supply lakes.  Cane Creek, and even larger streams, such as Shoal Creek, are dry and have been dry for 
months.  Notices around campus sum up the situation:  “Please Conserve Water and Pray for Significant Rain.”

Fr. Sebastian Beshoner was born 
Oct. 7, 1930. He made his profession 
of vows on Sept. 16, 1950 & was or-
dained May 28, 1955. He died Nov. 
19, 2012.



Shine, Jesus, Shine
The longest night of winter approaches.  In our hemisphere, the cold of winter deepens.  Yet in 

Advent we Christians “look to the East,” for the coming of new light, the birth of Emmanuel.  A 
popular song expresses well the clash of darkness and light:
Lord the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness shining.
Shine, Jesus, shine.
Fill this land with the Father’s glory.  Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word, and let there be light.

We may sing this song with full voice and desire.  Yes, we want this, and we know that the world 
desperately needs Jesus’ light and love. How is it to happen?  The final verse of the song reveals the path.
 As we gaze on your kindly brightness, so our faces display your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine, Jesus, shine.

This issue of The Abbey Message tells of “points of light”, where Jesus’ light shines forth so that the Father’s glory is 
revealed.  The lives of our three departed monks certainly provided a kindly and gentle light to all who knew them.  Many 
people joining to pray before the Blessed Sacrament provide another powerful beacon of peaceful light for the entire area.  The 
joyful liturgies of Diaconate ordinations brighten the faith community of the entire diocese.

   Yes, there is darkness, but the light shines on in the darkness, in faithful Christian lives, in steady prayer for others, in 
lives of ministry.  

Shine, Jesus, Shine.



Academy

Outstanding Educator

On November 1, 2012, Headmaster Rob Loia presented Rob Pugh 
the 2012-2013 Outstanding Educator Award during a gathering of 
the Academy Board of Trustees and the Academy staff. The framed 
certificate said “In recognition of his longstanding commitment to 
the students of Subiaco Academy and for regularly going above and 
beyond the call of duty in service to them, developing their gifts to the 
best of his ability, the Subiaco Academy Board of Trustees recognizes 
Rob Pugh.”

12 Angry Men
The Subiaco acting troupe, The King’s Men, presented the fall performance of 12 Angry Men on Saturday, November 10, 

at 2 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center. The play is a stage adaptation of an older black-and-white film about a group of jurors 
deciding the fate of one man on trial for murder. Throughout discussions and arguments, they begin to discover there may be 
more to the story than they might have realized. “The show is about complex themes of racism, judgment, and humanity,” ac-
knowledged Ms. Dempsey. “The students have been extremely mature with the material. It’s a difficult show to do at the high 
school level. I’m very proud of how they have grown up a bit on the stage.”

Parents came from near and far to confer with teachers 
and administrators, and to enjoy a variety of activities on the 
Subiaco campus. Parents had the opportunity to see the Trojan 
football team earn a decisive victory at Dover. On Saturday 
morning Headmaster Rob Loia welcomed the group before the 
parents met with teachers in the classroom venues. Presenta-
tions by the Parents Association, by Deacon Roy Goetz, and 
by Br. John Paul Richey took place in the Performing Arts 
Center prior to performances by the Academy Choir and the 
Jazz Ensemble. 
Many parents 
saw the Trojan 
basketballers 
compete in the 
annual Orange 
& Blue game 
in Oskar Rust 
Gymnasium. 
Sunday Mass 
in the Ab-
bey Church 
concluded 
the weekend 
activities. 

Parents’ Weekend - Nov. 2-4

12 Angry Men: Nicholas Felix and Nathan Mabry (left photo) & Will Owens, Conan Osborne, Mike Vangaasbeek, Victor Obiri (right photo)

Science teacher Gary Kinney conferring with Felicia 
Hollis, mother of Academy student Kelly Hollis



Students in the British Literature 
course have completed the annual Coat 
of Arms project. The assignment is 
designed to teach students the impor-
tance of symbolism and to create a 
cultural connection with the Medieval 
Period when family characteristics were 
portrayed by certain colors, shapes, and 
animals with specific significance. The 
coats of arms created by the students 
were to be original and could not simply 
be replicas of a pre-existing coat of arms. 
Students were evaluated based on origi-
nality, workmanship, effort, show of 
research, and the oral presentation. The 
students were also taught to research the 
symbolism behind the Subiaco Abbey 
crest.

Coat of Arms project

In the October 24 quiz bowl competition Subiaco 
Academy won both games against Ft. Smith North-
side, 280 – 140 and 270 – 140.  Coach Larry Per-
reault described the action: “In the first match, we 
dug ourselves a hole, trailing by as much as 20 – 80 
at one point in the first quarter.  Our boys remained 
calm, and came back steadily, gaining ground to come 
within 10 points at the halfway mark, an ideal posi-
tion given that the trailing team gets first choice in the 
decisive Lightning Round for 3rd quarter.  We per-
formed well here, building a 190 – 140 lead after this 
round, and then finished strong in the 4th quarter.”

Senior High Quiz Bowl
Junior High Quiz Bowl

Coach Sarah Perreault noted that, prior to the Novem-
ber 12 matches with Trinity Junior High, the Subiaco Quiz 
Bowl players “were apprehensive and excited going into the 
Trinity matches, taking on their biggest rival in our region.  
. . . . They helped prepare by taking on the faculty last week 
in a practice match, and it paid off.” 

The first match was close with Trinity pulling ahead 
to a victory (335-255) in the fourth quarter. The Subiaco 
team didn’t take this as a loss, but as a challenge. They were 
leading for a portion of the game and they realized Trinity 
was beatable. In the second match the teams went back and 
forth during round one, with Subiaco taking a lead after 
the bonus round. Axel Ntamatungiro and Adam Musgrove 
maintained the lead throughout the rest of the match, tak-
ing a victory (265-215) in the end.

Senior High team with Coach Larry Perreault Junior High team with Coach Sarah Perreault

Mason Goodson with his coat of arms

Sung Soon Yim showing his coat of arms



“Senior Patrick Leavey and freshman Jack Moser proved to be mentally tough,” stated Br. Adrian Strobel, OSB, (Subiaco 
Academy tennis coach) in winning the 4A State Doubles championship at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia. Leavey 
and Moser defeated the Hudson brothers of Dumas in the doubles final 6-3, 7-6, winning the tie-breaker 7-3. In the semi-
final match on the campus of nearby Henderson State University, the Subiaco duo came from behind to overcome Adams and 
Lindley of Valley View 5-7, 7-5, 6-3. Harper and McNerlin of Arkansas Baptist fell to Leavey and Moser in the first round. Be-
fore the doubles final, Dumas resident Lawrence Hudson, himself a former Subiaco Academy student, visited with Br. Adrian 
before watching the Subiaco team defeat his grandsons.

State Championship Tennis

Pig Roast is an annual event spon-
sored by the Parent Association under 
the leadership of Dean of Men Greg 
Timmerman. Many would deem it the 
social event of the fall. The event tradi-
tionally begins with Mass, followed by 
dinner and games, under the tent west 
of Michael’s Pond.

According to Greg Timmerman, the 
Eighth Annual Pig Roast on October 
21 was a big success. The winners of the 
various competitions are as follows: 

Karaoke – Matt Waguespack, 
Pie Eating – Adam Musgrove, 
Egg Toss – Greg Kelley and Mike 

VanGaasbeek, and; 
Drunk Bat Spin – Chris Reed. 

Eighth Annual Pig Roast

above: senior Beau Lacerte and Marc Lacerte ’82 
displaying 4A-4 district championship trophies, 
singles and team

at left: doubles team Jack Moser and Patrick 
Leavey pose with Beau Lacerte and Tennis Coach 
Br. Adrian Strobel



The meaning of Giving
Webster defines giving as a verb used to indi-

cate that somebody presents or delivers something 
that he or she owns to another person or group to 
keep or use. To pass, grant, communicate, convey 
or impart are other forms often used to describe the 
act of giving. 

Truly giving something from the heart is an ac-
tion which will fill your life with joy. This is where 
the expression to “give whole heartedly” comes 
from. Gifts come in many forms to all of us; some 
we recognize easily and some require us to look 
more deeply, but ALL come from God.

At Subiaco, we are truly blessed to be on the 
receiving end of so many different forms of giving. 
Our wonderful benefactors support the ministries 
of Subiaco through prayer, volunteerism, incred-
ible acts of kindness and generosity, and of course 
financially. The acts of giving and receiving are a 
continuous process of circulation that continues the 
flow of one’s life energies. For one person to receive, 
someone else has to give. It’s a cycle of energy that 
flows continually onwards. The consistent encour-
agement we receive from our donors boosts that 
cycle of energy among the monks and lay employees 
of Subiaco on a daily basis. 

Giving might cost us time, money, stepping 
out of our comfort zone, or sacrificing our own 
needs, but the rewards of giving are priceless. When 
we give, we reap the joy of seeing a bright smile, 
laughter, tears, joy, and gratitude. Giving is one of 
the best ways to share our joy, love, and gratitude 
for life! Bless someone today and you will be blessed 
with the true joy of giving!

Development

Why Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)? 
Recently, one of our faithful sup-

porters asked if he could make his 
annual contribution with a monthly 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) instead 
of sending a check.  The answer is: 
Absolutely!  

Simply, an EFT is a way for you to 
donate to Subiaco directly from your 
bank account to ours without the hassle 
of mailing a check.  It is also a simple 
way to spread your donation out over 

An appreciation gathering was held recently for the many volun-
teers of Subiaco Abbey. On November 13, 2012, approximately 30 
volunteers attended Mass in the Coury House Chapel and then enjoyed 
a luncheon with the monks. 

The ministries of Subiaco are helped in various ways by our 
dedicated group of volunteers. On any given day, you might find them 
helping out with large mailings, lending a hand with the peanut brittle 
operation or Abbey Angus herd on the farm, assisting the staff at Coury 
House or helping with any number of campus and grounds improve-
ments. 

Repaying their generosity is not easily done, but the monks show 
appreciation annually to them with this gathering and by giving them a 
small token of that appreciation. This year, the volunteers were treated 
to a Christmas ornament handmade by Br. Jude Schmitt. Volunteers 
were asked to make their choice from the display tree, also a creation of 
Br. Jude’s, shown in the photo above.

Giving Thanks

Several volunteers gathered around the display tree choosing a gift Christmas 
ornament made by Br. Jude in the carpentry shop

time, which has the advantage of your 
being able to make a larger gift than 
you might have if you were to write a 
one-time check.  Say you typically give 
$500 each year to Subiaco.  Instead of 
writing one check you could set up a 
$50 per month EFT and your annual 
contribution could be $600 (a 20% 
increase).  Another option is to set up a 
$150 quarterly donation.  

Being an EFT donor allows you 

the flexibility to stay within your budget 
while making a direct impact at Subiaco 
at the same time.  Receiving dona-
tions via EFT allows Subiaco to retain 
100% of your gift (no transaction fees 
incurred) and to spread the revenue out 
over the course of the year which helps 
our budget.  Please contact the develop-
ment office (479-934-1001) for ques-
tions or to set up your Electronic Funds 
Transfer. 



Alumni book project
With the help and inspiration of Zack Hebert ’01, the Alumni Association is beginning a book project.  Zack believes 

that he and other alumni can band together and help students with their important transition after Subiaco to “the real world.”  
Another goal is to inspire students to think of the library as more than a place to do research but, also as a place to explore 
career and life ideas.

As you know, Subiaco alumni are all over the world.  One way to make a positive impact on a student’s life from afar is 
through this book project.  Alumni can help by looking at the books in their home or office libraries - what books shaped 
YOU; helped you to be more successful or gave you clear career guidance and a better understanding of the world around 
you?  What works of non-fiction made an impact on your life; books which focus on choosing a career or college, psychology, 
networking, social communication, self-exploration and/or making life decisions?

To participate in this project send us the title and author of a book (or books) along with a short paragraph about how 
each book made an impact on you.  Give us your name and year of graduation and we will display this information in the 
library along with suggestions from other alumni.  Consider donating $15 to cover the cost of each book you suggest.  If you 
would like to donate more than the cost, of course, the donation is welcome.  In the event that more than one person suggests 
a particular book, your donation will be used to purchase other books needed for the library.

Joining in this project is a small, but direct, way alumni across the country can potentially impact current students in a 
huge way.  Take a moment to think about what your contribution to a young mind could be.  You have no idea the lives you 
could touch by suggesting a life-changing book.  For more information contact the Development Office, 479-934-1001 or 
development@subi.org.   

Academy Admissions announces Shadow Days

Subiaco Academy will host four spring Shadow Days for prospective students 
and their parents who are interested in exploring the Academy’s junior and 
senior high college prep program. 2013 events are scheduled for January 11, 
February 8 & 15, and April 5. 
Sessions are open to boys in grades 6-10. All activities, including overnight stays 
and meals, are free of charge. 

Shadow Days are a great way to get to know Subiaco. Activities include:
 •  Campus tours
 •  Shadow students 
 •  Meet faculty, coaches, and current parents
 •  Prospective boarders are welcome to spend Thursday night in a dorm. 
Overnight accommodations are available for parents. 

Call for Reservations: 1-800-364-7824 or
Email:  admissions@subi.org

405 N. Subiaco Ave., Subiaco, AR  72865
www.subiacoacademy.us

Margaret D. Hoberock Endowment Fund
If you are not an alumnus or relative of one of the monks, how does one get connected to this place we call Subiaco? 

For Dr. Tom and Margaret Dianne Hoberock of Harrison, AR, it began nearly 35 years ago when they attended a retreat at 
Subiaco’s Coury House Retreat Center. The retreat was part of Marriage Encounter, a weekend spiritual retreat for married 
couples. The Hoberocks quickly became attached to the community of Subiaco and especially to a number of the monks here 
at that time. They enjoyed attending Mass and vespers with the monastic community and felt their spiritual life was fostered 
because of the relationship with Subiaco. 

Tom and Dianne, as Mrs. Hoberock prefers to be called, were married in 1966 and have been active in the Catholic 
Church throughout their married life. Dr. Hoberock is a member of the Knights of Columbus and also serves on the Subiaco 
Abbey Advisory Committee.

In November 2011, the Hoberocks 
established the Margaret D. Hoberock 
Endowment Fund with a donation to 
the Subiaco Foundation. The $100,000 
principle is invested by the Foundation 
and the annual earnings are available to 
support Subiaco Abbey and its minis-
tries. 

Gifts like this endowment fund help 
sustain the work of Subiaco for many 
years to come. If you are interested in 
getting more information about setting 
up such a fund, contact the Develop-
ment Office at 479-934-1001. 



On December 11, 2011, the Robbins Family Foundation, created by Kay Robbins of Little Rock, AR, widow of John, and 
her six children, initiated a grant to establish a Student Aid Fund in memory of John J. Robbins, Sr.  John passed away Febru-
ary 22, 2011.  John was a four year student at Subiaco Academy, graduating in 1965.  At Subiaco, he was known as an excel-
lent athlete, fierce competitor and was awarded the Coury Cup at his graduation.  

The gift to memorialize John will benefit Academy students in the form of tuition assistance. Nominations for the scholar-
ship are made each year by the academy administration and presented to the family prior to the start of the academic year for 
the approval of the Foundation. Nominations are based on the following criteria:

1. Financial need
2. Recommendation from minister or pastor
3. Exhibit Christian values and good academic standing
4. Essay required answering questions related to leadership and personal growth in faith, family and community, and how 

attending Subiaco Academy will impact this process
5. Involvement in community service activity during the academic year
These criteria seem very fitting as John had focused his entire life on his desire to know, love and serve God and to encour-

age others to come into their full potential as God created them. Funds such as these serve as a continuing honor to the life and 
legacy of those who knew and loved Subiaco in their lifetime. John looked for the best in everyone and his acts of kindness to 
those in need are legend.

John Robbins Memorial Scholarship Fund

Subiaco Abbey and Academy development department recently welcomed two 
new additions to the staff. Due to restructuring of the work flow, Mrs. Kerri Franz has 
been hired in the front office. Kerri is the wife of Mr. Pat Franz ’78, Subiaco Academy 
Director of Institutional Advancement, and she comes to us with a strong connection 
to and knowledge of Subiaco Abbey and its ministries. We are blessed to have her as 
part of the development effort.

Also joining the development team is Br. Cassian Elkins, 
OSB.  A native of Church Point, LA, Br. Cassian made tem-
porary profession at Subiaco Abbey on September 8, 2012. 
Prior to coming to Subiaco, he graduated from Our Lady of 
the Lake University and worked as a nationally certified sign 
language interpreter. He has lectured on topics concerning 
deaf-blind issues, deaf ministry and interpreting in the reli-
gious setting throughout the United States and Canada. His 
duties in the development office include Custodian of Masses 
and making thank you calls to Subiaco supporters. He also 
receives and posts prayer intentions and acts as the liaison to 
the monks on development efforts and events. In additions to 
these duties, Br. Cassian is serving as Academy Jr. High Ten-
nis Coach and Manager of the Abbey Supply Room. He has 
become a great asset in these areas and in building relation-
ships with Subiaco’s friends and benefactors. 

Other members of the development team are Steve 
Wilmes, Director of Development; Gina Schluterman, front 
office manager; Linda Freeman, Development Associate and 
Campaign Coordinator; George Lensing ’95, Alumni De-
velopment Coordinator; and Br. Ephrem O’Bryan, OSB, 
Public Relations and Development Associate. In the box at 
right you will find contact information for the development 
team. Please feel free to contact any of us with questions or to 
discuss development topics. 

Addition to Development Department

Steve Wilmes
479-934-1027
swilmes@subi.org 

Gina Schluterman
479-934-1133
gschluterman@subi.org 

Linda Freeman
479-934-1029 
lfreeman@subi.org

George Lensing ’95
479-934-1199 (office)
479-438-3360 (cell)
glensing@subi.org

Kerri Franz
479-934-1001
kfranz@subi.org

Br. Cassian Elkins, OSB
479-934-1132
brcassian@subi.org

Br. Ephrem O’Bryan, OSB
479-934-1022
brephrem@subi.org

Br. Cassian Elkins

Mrs. Kerri Franz



Alumni

South Louisiana Area
As we watch the rockets 

launch into space and the 
images from Mars appear 
on our television screen, we 
need to give a little credit 
to our own, Todd Bologna 
’87, a chemist in Aerospace 
(aviation) at NASA.  Todd 
really enjoys being a part 
of the NASA team.  When 
he is not working, you will 
find him swinging the sticks 
on the local TPC golf course in New 
Orleans, LA.

Having lunch with Richard Millet 
’80 and Chris Guidry ’80 at Antoine’s 
in New Orleans, LA, is a great place to 
talk Subiaco.  Richard is an attorney in 
LaPlace, LA.  He enjoys traveling, as 
well as spending time with his children.  
He plans on being a Camp Subiaco 
counselor when his son is old enough 
to attend.  Chris is a lobbyist in south 
Louisiana with Guidry & Associates. 
Chris and Richard are always up for a 
visit with fellow Subiaco alumni; give 
them a shout when you’re in the area.   

Dot’s Diner in Kenner, LA, is the 
place to go for a good home-cooked 
breakfast, especially if you’re going with 
Subiaco alumnus Lee Guidry ’91.  
George Lensing ’95 was able to catch 
up with Lee and talk Subiaco.  Lee is 
currently an engineer for Corrosion 
Consultants in LaPlace, LA.  Lee is in 
the deaconate program, studying to be-
come a deacon in the Catholic Church.  
He and his wife, Courtney, have three 
children that keep them on their toes. 

St. Louis, Missouri Gathering     
Thanks to John and Crystal 

Beuerlein ’71, St. Louis alumni had a 
fantastic time attending the St. Louis 
Cardinals-vs-Pittsburgh Pirates MLB 
game in mid-August.

Where are they now?

Seattle, Washington Area  
While in Seattle, WA, George 

Lensing ’95, Alumni Development 
Coordinator for Subiaco Academy and 
Coach Tim Tencleve ’76, Athletic 
Director and Head Basketball Coach for 
Subiaco Academy, had a great visit with 
Coach Chris Carlisle at his home in 
Bellevue, WA.  Coach Carlisle is a for-
mer head football coach for the Trojans 
from the mid to late 90s.  Currently he 
is the head strength and conditioning 
coach for the NFL’s Seattle Seahawks.  
Coach Carlisle sends his greetings. 

Finley Ledbetter ’06 joined us 
for lunch at Duke’s Chowder House in 
Seattle, WA.  Fin was in preparation for 
his first wedding anniversary.  Congrat-
ulations, Fin, and we wish you many 
years of married bliss!

The Apple Diner in Bremerton, 
WA, was a great place to visit with fel-
low alumnus, John Burton ’73.  John 
is currently an engineer for the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard.  When John is 
not busy at the shipyard, you will catch 
him either riding his motorcycle or 
steering a sailboat out of Puget Sound.  

Julian and Doris DelCiello ’53 are 
enjoying retired life in Lynnwood, WA. 
“Del” is looking forward to connecting 
with his classmates at his 60th class re-
union this summer at the 2013 Alumni 
Reunion.

California Area
David Gupton ’56 and his wife, 

Valerie Brown live busy lives in Lincoln, 
CA.  Valerie is an attorney and David 
stays busy with their rental properties.  

Just because Mike Leonard ’89 
isn’t on the hardwood anymore doesn’t 
mean he isn’t active.  Mike and Shirley 
Leonard live in San Jose, CA, staying 
busy with their two Japanese Akita dogs, 
Mochi and Miko.  They love traveling 
together and being outdoors.  Above all, 
the thing they would love the most is to 
be parents.  Family is very important to 
them and welcoming a baby into their 
lives would be over-the-top in complet-
ing their family.  If you are or know 
someone that is interested in helping 
Mike and Shirley with the adoption 
process please feel free to contact them 
at leonardsadopt@yahoo.com 

While traveling along the Pacific 
Coast Highway to Los Angeles, CA, 
Coach Tim Tencleve ’76 and George 
Lensing ’95 made a stop in San Luis 
Obispo, CA, to visit with Subiaco great 
Greg Gormley ’92.  Greg is married 
and they have one beautiful baby girl.  
When Greg is not busy teaching tennis 
he may be kicking a football around.  
And if you’re up for a good football 
movie, check out “Varsity Blues” where 
you will find Greg starring as the kicker 
for Gilmore, the opposing team.  

The views of Santa Barbara, CA, are 
spectacular, especially from the city hall 
tower in the downtown area.  Thanks to 
classmate, Jonah Blossom ’95, we were 
able to see the beauty of this great city 
in southern California.  Jonah is staying 
busy in the computer world as a web 
designer.

While having dinner with Joe 
Blake ’86 at the Rusty Pelican in Los 
Angeles, CA, he informed us that he 
is currently Director of Admissions at 
Southwestern Academy in San Marino, 
CA.  He is still quite the globetrotter.

by George Lensing ’95, Alumni Development Coordinator

l-r Richard Millet, George Lensing & Chris Guidry



As Assistant Curator for the Broad 
Art Foundation, Ed Schad ’97 keeps 
plenty busy traveling the country to 
scope out art for the museum.  When 
not traveling, he is grounded in Santa 
Monica, CA, helping the Foundation 
build a new museum in downtown Los 
Angeles. 

Jeff and Dawn Gray ’85 are loving 
life in California.  Jeff stays busy as VP 
of Customer Experience for Oakwood 
Temporary Housing.  When 
not at the office, you will find 
Jeff spending time with his 
family, quite possibly on the 
beach. 

Life in San Diego, CA, is 
as grand as the sights for Bob 
and Helen Kropp ’53.  Both 
are retired and enjoy the re-
laxed pace of San Diego living. 

North Central Arkansas Area 
This 1943 Subiaco alumnus is still 

roaring and ready for the Trojans.  If 
given the opportunity, I believe you 
would see Eddie Herlein ’43 back on 
the gridiron racing for the end zone 
to carry the Trojans to victory.  Eddie 
lives in Cherokee Village, AR, enjoy-
ing retirement.  If plans work out, he 
is expecting to make his 70th Alumni 
Reunion.  We look forward to seeing 
you Eddie; Onward Trojans!

Where are they now?
Over dinner, George Lensing ’95, 

Alumni Development Coordinator 
for Subiaco Academy and Br. Francis 
Kirchner, OSB of Subiaco Abbey en-
joyed visiting with Omar Goss ’96 and 
Bob Goss ’69.  Omar and his wife, Val 
are living in Mountain Home, AR, be-
ing wonderful parents to their newborn.  
Bob informed us that Omar was named 
after his classmate, Omar Greene ’69.  
Very interesting story I must say! 

The Neighbor’s Mill in Harrison, 
AR, is a fabulous place to have some 
lunch, especially when you are in the 
company of fellow Subiaco alumnus 
Ben Krone ’86 and his wife Lucia.  
When Ben isn’t busy at FedEx Freight, 
or helping out at his local parish, Mary 
Mother of God Catholic Church, you 
will find him spending time with his 
family. 

Zach Hebert ’01 is currently in 
Eureka Springs, AR, but has near-future 
plans to move to Omaha, NE.  He asks 
that fellow alumni participate in his 
Subiaco Academy book project.  (See pg 
11 for story)

Houston, Texas Gathering
Mark and Dawn Willis ’87 sure 

know how to have a great time while 
hosting a Subiaco Alumni Gather-
ing in Houston, TX, tailgating for the 
Houston Texans-vs-Jacksonville Jaguars 
NFL game.  Thank you for hosting and 
Onward Trojans!

Fabian Geels ’52 died in Clarks-
ville, AR, October 15, 2012. Fabian’s 
professional career took him to Wichita, 
Kansas City, St. Louis and Chicago, 
where he was partner in a public ware-
housing firm. He was a manager for 
Kelly Tire Company for a number of 
years. Returning to Subiaco to assist in 
caring for his parents, he ran “Timmies” 
Tavern in Paris for a while.

He is survived by his wife, Teresa 
(Timmie); four daughters, Tina Engels, 
Terri Tarzi, Rene Kiefer and Colleen 
Geels; three sons, Ronald, Gary and 
Gregory; three sisters, Patsy Schluter-
man, Theresa Klein and Carol Geels; 
three brothers, Daniel ’54, James ’60 
and Gerald ’63; thirteen grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 

Richard Willis ’57 died in Ft. 
Smith, AR, on July 25, 2012. He was a 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force and gradu-
ated from the University of California 
at San Bernardino. He was active in the 
Boys Scouts of America, where he was 
an executive, a fundraiser and a camp 
counselor. He was a security guard at 
Mac steel for PSI Corp.

He is survived by his wife of 30 
years, Patricia; two daughters, Gina 
Willis-Wood and Alaina Willis; two 
sisters, Angie Vangelisto and Theresa 
McGeehee; four grandchildren, Rebecca 
and James Aranda, Holla Perkins and 
Jeremy Allen Wood; and one great-
granddaughter, Lilly Perkins.            

Charles “Charlie” Huston Row-
land ’83 of North Little Rock passed 
away September 18, 2012. He was a 
member of St. Patrick Catholic Church 
and worked at Mainstream Technolo-
gies. He enjoyed his work, golf, moun-
tain biking, hacky-sack, playing piano, 
writing poetry and was a talented artist.

He is survived by his mother 
Henrietta Paladino Rowland; daughter, 
Brittany Rowland; grandson, Kaeden 
Fulton and sister, Patty Echols.

Obituaries

l-r Bob Goss, Omar Goss, Br. Francis and George Lensing

Br. Francis with Eddie Herlein



Robert Auringer ’67 passed away 
on December 3, 2010, in Kennedale, 
TX.  

James Elsken ’40 died in his home 
in Savannah, GA, on July 21, 2009. 
He served in WWII in the Army Air 
Corp. After graduating from University 
of California at Berkley with a degree 
in chemical engineering, he spent his 
working career with Dorr-Oliver in 
California, Connecticut and Illinois. Af-
ter retiring he enjoyed a long retirement 
golfing on Skidaway Island. 

He is survived by his wife of 60 
years, Catherine Ann; two daughters, 
Martha Keizur and Lynn Brynes and 
her children Sophie and Abby; five sons, 
Bob, Larry, Paul, Mike and Dan; ten 
grandchildren, Annie, Tyler, Rachel, 
Jene, Chris, PJ, Andrew, Nicholas, Brian 
and Emily; one great-grandchild, Tyler.

John Lloyd Gage ’51 of Fayette-
ville passed away on October 22, 2012. 
He served in the U.S. Marine Corp dur-
ing the Korean War and was a member 
of the Ridgeview Baptist Church. He 
worked with his father for many years at 
Tri States Sales.

He is survived by his wife Helen 
(Gerry); two sons, John Otto and Den-
ton Ray; one sister, Helen Sandor; three 
grandchildren, Jessica, Amanda and 
Hannah Gage; four great-grandchildren 
and three nieces.

Obituaries The Building that didn’t happen
At the Alumni reunion in 1948, thirty five years after the association’s found-

ing, Leo Krebs ’20 and a group of Little Rock alums approached the alumni gath-
ered with the idea of the Association building a dormitory that could also be used 
to house alumni at reunions. Housing had long been a problem at reunions and 
was certainly limiting attendance. Having just completed a successful campaign to 
raise funds for the Press Building, now called the Fine Arts Building, Leo felt that 
the association was ready to tackle bigger things. After much discussion the meeting 
adjourned with no decision. In the afternoon session, after some intensive lobbying, 
the motion was approved. 

By the reunion of 1950 some $21,000 in funds had been raised, far short of 
the needed amount. Some thought that the building was beyond the capacity of the 
association, but cooler heads prevailed. At that reunion E. E. Steinberger ’12 took 
over the reins of the association promising to get the project off the ground.

At the discussions held by a committee appointed by Abbot Paul, made up of 
Abbey members, alumni and faculty, it came to light that there was a greater need 
for modern classrooms and laboratories than dormitories.

It was also agreed a classroom building would be cheaper to construct. 
The Association agreed providing that facilities were made for more accom-

modations for guests and alumni. All agreed, and Alumni Hall was built not as a 
dormitory but as a classroom building. Additional dorm space and guest facilities 
were built, but not for another twelve or fourteen years.

Alumni Hall under construction in the early 1950s

Information taken from the Winter 2008 issue of The Abbey Message.
At the 1946 reunion the Little Rock District proposed the building of a residence hall, to be called Alumni Hall, to be 

used by students during the school year and to be available to alumni at reunion time. The proposed budget was $150,000.00. 
The motioned passed and fund-raising was begun. 

However, little money was raised and eventually the alumni project turned into a classroom building - Alumni Hall.
According to the April 1952 Periscope, “The constant preoccupation of those in charge of construction was to keep cost at 

a minimum.” The final cost of the project was between seventy-five and eighty thousand dollars. 
Dedication was planned for the spring of 1951, but due to the slowness of funds the building was not ready for occupancy 

until February 4, 1952. The reunion in 1952 had a double focus; the fortieth anniversary of the organization and the dedica-
tion of the new Alumni Hall. 
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