
March 9 is the anniversary of  the death of  Father George Binkert.     
Sigismund Binkert was born on December 1, 1869, in the town of  

Littau, Canton Luzern, Switzerland.  He professed his vows as a monk 
of  Einsiedeln on September 8, 1893, receiving the name George. He 
was ordained to the priesthood on June 4, 1898.

From 1898 to 1904 he taught in the Abbey School at Einsiedeln .  
On April 7, 1904, he was sent as a missionary to our monastery, travel-
ing to the United States in the company of  Father Matthew Saettele. 
He would eventually serve at Subiaco for 30 years before returning to 
Einsiedeln.

Father George quickly became a mainstay of  the community, being 
assigned immediately as a professor of  moral theology in the semi-
nary.  In 1906, he and Fathers Boniface Spanke and John Nigg created 
a monthly community newsletter in German, which they called Mer-
curius after Mercury, the god of  communication.  Father George was the editor until 1916, produc-
ing a printed collection of  installments which is an invaluable source of  information for those early 
years of  the community.

In 1909, Father George became the Abbey librarian, a service he continued for almost twenty 
years.  From 1919 to 1927 he was pastor of  St. Benedict parish.  He continued to teach in the semi-
nary, and in the early 1920s he was also Oblate Director and Director of  Brothers.

In 1928, Father George was assigned as theology professor and spiritual director at the Josephi-
num seminary in Columbus, Ohio.  He remained there for six years, and during that time was an 
influence on seminarian Joseph Marbaugh, who came to Subiaco and became our Father Meinrad.  

In 1934, Father George returned to the Abbey of  Einsiedeln, but he kept in contact with Subiaco 
monks for several years until his death on Wednesday, March 9, 1949.  At the time of  his death, Fa-
ther George was 79 years old and in the 56th year of  his monastic profession, the 51st of  his priest-
hood.  He is buried at the Abbey of  Maria Einsiedeln in Switzerland.
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