
February 27th is the anniversary of  the death of  Father 
Ludwig Stutzer. Amandus Stutzer was born in Kubnacht, 
County Schwyz, Switzerland, on August 7, 1840.  After 
completing his elementary education, he entered the monas-
tery of  Maria Einsiedeln, professing his vows as a monk of  
that community on September 5, 1858, receiving the name 
Ludwig  He was ordained to the priesthood on September 
13, 1863. 

From 1863 to 1867 Father Ludwig taught music in the 
Einsiedeln school, and then was assigned to teach music at 
the Abbey of  Disentis, Switzerland, until 1870.  He re-
turned to Einsiedeln and became a Catechist in the nearby 
village of  Treschlau until 1872.  He taught natural history in 
the Einsiedeln school from 1872 to 1875, and then taught 
music again until 1882.

In 1882, Father Ludwig was assigned to St. Benedict 
Priory in Arkansas along with Father Vincent Wehrle and 
Brother Stephen Krucker.  Father Ludwig was hoping to 
call on his musical background to instruct pupils at the monastery, but there was only one musical 
instrument available at the time, an accordion, and soon he was occupied in pastoral assignments.

Almost immediately he was appointed pastor of  Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Morrison Bluff.  
His sister was his housekeeper and his brother Kasimir served as school teacher and parish choir di-
rector. After two and a half  years, he was assigned as the pastor of  Sacred Heart Church in Charles-
ton.  

Then in March, 1890, he was appointed pastor of  St. Scholastica Church in Shoal Creek, where 
he reorganized the church choir and also developed a parish band. In January, 1893, he was ap-
pointed pastor of  St. Mary Church in Altus.  He took advantage of  this time to explore the natural 
surroundings, taking daily walks and keeping diary notes on plants and their classification.

Father Ludwig was appointed the first Benedictine pastor of  St. Mary Church in Windthorst, 
Texas, in March, 1895.  Here, too, he organized a church choir, and also taught in the parochial 
school. After serving the parish for almost a decade, his faith began to fail, and when the church was 
destroyed by fire in January, 1904, Father Ludwig realized he would not be able to guide a recon-
struction program.  He resigned as pastor and after a few months returned to the Einsiedeln, where 
he continued to give music lessons until 1917.

Father Ludwig died on February 27, 1918.  At the time of  his death he was 78 years old.  He had 
been a monk for 59 years and a priest for 54 years. He is buried at the Abbey of  Maria Einsiedeln.
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