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Mass Times & Intentions    

Date Time Parish Mass will be offered for: Mass is offered by: 
Mon., Aug. 10 7:30 a.m. SM †Monsignor Dawson The McCoy Family 
Tues., Aug. 11 7:30 a.m. SM Intention of the Noah & Kara McNeese Family Andrew & Rene Ostdiek 
Wed., Aug. 12 9:00 a.m. SM †Helen Manion Estate of Helen Manion 
Thurs., Aug. 13 7:30 a.m. SM †Donna Rasmussen Dan Meier 

Fri., Aug. 14 7:30 a.m. SM Special Intention Jerry & Pat Chadwick 
Sat., Aug. 15 8:00 a.m. SM Intention of Celebrant  
Sat., Aug.15 5:00 p.m. SM †MaryAnn Thiele Family of MaryAnn Thiele 

Sun., Aug. 16 8:15 a.m. SM †Elaine Penner Family of Elaine Penner 
Sun., Aug. 16 10:45 a.m. SJ For the People of St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s Parishes Rita Obermeier 

 
Confessions:  45 minutes before Saturday night and Sunday morning Masses; 35 minutes before daily Mass; and by appointment 
with Father 
 

The Holy Rosary 
20 minutes before Sunday Masses at both parishes; volunteers needed for every Saturday evening Mass at St. Mary’s. 
 

Prayer Chain- Call Diann Clay (402) 694-3832 or Jan Messman at (402) 694-2360 (janmessman@gmail.com) 
 

Names of your loved ones will be removed from the prayer chain and the departed souls after one month.  If you would 
like your loved one to remain on the list for an extended time, please contact Diann or Jan to have your loved one 
re-entered in the list.  Thank you.  
 

Please pray for the following: Shari Krejci;Bishop Conley; Glen & Melva Green; Joni Oswald; Mary Ann Jackson; Linda 
Fangman; Mark Jost; Brian Green; Father Phan; Lynn Kinne; Brittany Oswald; Tom Newlun; Carolyn Solander; Colton 
Sorgenfrei; Fran Jeansonne; Jerry (Julie) Bartley Family; Nathan Widga; Ron Cyboron; Bob Peard; and world peace. 
 

Please pray for the following departed souls : †Rita Mack, †Marilyn Wortman, †Jim Leth, †Elaine Penner, †Tim Otto, †Kristine 
Washburn, †Father Don Larmore, †Ted Schlick, †Sheree Ott;  †Carl Arent. 

 
 

SEMINARIAN VOCATION PRAYERS: This week we pray for Rev.  Brian Robert Wirth from St. Mary & St. 
Benedict in Nebraska City.  He completed his studies at Mount St. Mary Seminary and was ordained a priest in May. 
He is the son of James and Cheryl Wirth as well as sibling to one brother. 

 
Parish Wide Communication 

St. Mary’s will be adding a new method of parish wide communication, using the Remind App. This is a free app 
that can be downloaded on your phone and by providing your cell phone number we can then send you parish 
updates or urgent announcements throughout the year. If you are interested in receiving communication in this 
manner please provide your name & cell number on the sign up sheet at the entrance of the church or email the 

information to our secretary at stmarysaurora@gmail.com. If you already use the Remind App for the St. Mary’s 
CCD or Godteens Program there is no need to sign up, we already have your contact information. See Jill Myers 

with any questions.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s are open for public Mass!  

The dispensation from the obligation to attend Holy Mass on Sundays remains in effect for our Diocese of Lincoln, as per 
Archbishop Lucas. If you are not feeling well or are at risk, please remain at home. Mass can be watched on the Sunday 

TV Mass in our area (KLKN TV Lincoln’s Channel 8 at 9:00 a.m. and KSNB TV Hastings’ Local 4 at 9:30 a.m. Also 
EWTN at 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.) 

 

CCD Registration- Start date for CCD will be August 26th, 2020. We have heard from the Diocese Office of Religious 
Education that we are able to plan and proceed with CCD as normal at this time. This will, of course, depend on the schedule and 
proceedings of the local schools. Safety and health measures will be presented at a later date as we have more concrete direction. 
We are in need of  5th and 6th  grade teachers, aids, and subs at this time. You may start to register your children for CCD 
for both St. Mary and St. Joseph Parishes at https://stmarysaurora.org/ccd-k-8. If you have questions, concerns, or would like to 
teach please contact CCD Coordinator Annie De La Cruz: anniewalt84@gmail.com or 314-629-2315. Look forward to a great 
CCD year! 

 

Marriage Encounter going Virtual- Enhancing our couple-love during the weekend Aug. 28-30 via virtual presentation. Contact 
Pat & Janelle Benson at 308-940-0670 or 308-940-1105 or via email pbjbben@yahoo.com 
 

While COVID-19 is still around we are trying to keep risk of exposure minimal, when it comes to the ministry schedule at 
this time we will not be in need of the help when it comes to helping at the Altar.  

 

Calendar of Events:  
Sun., August 9 First Holy Communion 10:30 a.m. 

Wed., August 26 CCD start date 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

Collection  St. Mary’s St. Joseph’s  
Weekly Offering (adult envelopes) $2,960.00 $285.00 

Loose Plate $23.00 $11.00 
Building $275.00  

Assumption $10.00  
Total Collected on 1st & 2nd $3,258.00 $296.00 

 
St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s would like to thank all of our parishioners at this time for their continual donations to help our 

church remain financially stable during this time. It is greatly appreciated!  
 

Parish Council Election- We are seeking name recommendations for our Parishes upcoming Parish Council Election. If you 
have a member in mind that you would recommend to help serve our Parish for the next Parish Council term please contact Jill 

Myers at korthja@yahoo.com  
 

*Wearing masks is encouraged during Mass if comfortable* 
 

St. Joseph’s CCD- This year St. Joseph’s will start having their very own CCD program! It will be hosted Mondays after school 
from 3:45-5:00 p.m. with transportation available! The secretary will be making registration forms and if you register online in the 

notes section type in St. Joseph’s so we know that is the Parish CCD you would like to attend! 
 

Hall Rentals- In regards to Hall Rentals, right now the hall is open to be rented. Forms are set out by the secretary’s office. 
Within the form it has all of the guidelines and recommends, and it discusses the $50 disinfectant fee, this fee insures proper 
sanitary measures are taken to keep our parishioners safe and healthy. If you have any questions feel free to contact Navy, the 
Parish Secretary! 

 
We pray for the family and friends of Carl Arent that God will give you strength and 

courage in the time of bereavement.  
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From the Pastor—August 9, 2020 

 
Spiritually Starving—No. 8 Paragraph 1335 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church            

states: The miracles of the multiplication of the loaves, when the Lord says the blessing, breaks and                 
distributes the loaves through his disciples to feed the multitude, prefigure the superabundance of              
this unique bread of his Eucharist. The sign of water turned into wine at Cana already announces                 
the Hour of Jesus' glorification. It makes manifest the fulfillment of the wedding feast in the Father's                 
kingdom, where the faithful will drink the new wine that has become the Blood of Christ. 

The Catechism puts together the above two Scriptural accounts of miracles of the Lord              
Jesus. The one involved the loaves and multiplying a few into many. The other miracle was                
changing water into wine. Think of it: taking water and making it become wine! This should amaze                 
us! One of the saints has said, paraphrasing, that if we can believe that Jesus turned water into                  
wine then we should understand how he can change wine into his Blood and bread into his Body.  

1336 The first announcement of the Eucharist divided the disciples, just as the             
announcement of the Passion scandalized them: "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?" The                 
Eucharist and the Cross are stumbling blocks. It is the same mystery and it never ceases to be an                   
occasion of division. "Will you also go away?": the Lord's question echoes through the ages, as a                 
loving invitation to discover that only he has "the words of eternal life" and that to receive in faith the                    
gift of his Eucharist is to receive the Lord himself.  

Do we understand how the Eucharist and the Cross are stumbling blocks? People see the               
crosses we carry and they may wonder if being a Christian is what they truly want. Our attitude is                   
that with the Eucharist to nourish us, we can overcome any cross; we can carry our crosses with                  
integrity for as long as God calls us. 

Jesus’ question, “Will you also go away?” is haunting. Have you ever felt persecuted for               
your Christian beliefs, perhaps has someone pressed you on why you believe a certain doctrine?               
Most any questions we have, or that others have, can circle around and be addressed and/or                
answered by the Holy Eucharist. As 1336 of the Catechism states, Jesus has the words of eternal                 
life. When he gives us his Body and Blood for nourishment, and if we are serious and devout,                  
people will see eternal life shine from our countenance and they will be drawn to these same words                  
of eternal life. 

“Will you also go away?” There have been times in my life where I question why I believe,                  
why I even bother. But in those times, which are probably attributable to the evil one, I think, “NO! I                    
won’t go away! The Eucharist is true, the Church is true, my God is true. How could I fail to believe                     
this?” The Eucharist thus becomes the rock foundation upon which we base our faith. I think that                 
for many who are going without the Eucharist due to Covid-19, they are truly spiritually starving as                 
they see how a non-Eucharistic lifestyle is led. 

I hope to continue these Catechism paragraphs and commentary into the future. My             
commentary is in regular print, while the precise text of the Catechism is italicized. 

Family Wedding A cousin to me through my mother’s side of the family invited me to her                 
wedding. It was held in Kearney at the newly-built Prince of Peace Church. The church is very                 
beautiful. My cousin had worked it out with the pastor of Prince of Peace that I could preach. So,                   
that was very special. After the wedding, the reception was at the new hall in Doniphan, on the                  
south end of town. The groom is from Doniphan; my cousin is from Odell. I am privileged to work                   
with many who have long, happy marriages. It helps me to go to a wedding, or to have a wedding                    
here in our parishes, and see that the beauty of marriage is still being lived out in freshly-minted new                   

marriages. 
BXVI has Shingles On Catholic media this week, it was reported that retired Pope Benedict               

XVI has a case of shingles. For any of you who have had this ailment, as I have, you will join me in                       
saying a big “Ouch!” The pain is so intense; it strikes at the nerves; it is difficult to treat. Emeritus                    
Pope Benedict XVI is reported to have shingles around his face. But he is also reported as being                  
healthy otherwise.  Please keep him in your prayers. 

New Day Off Each priest receives a day off each week. This is because we work on the                  
weekends (which we are blessed to do). Each priest is asked to choose a day, Monday through                 
Friday, in which he occupies himself with something other than the prescribed responsibilities of his               
assignment. In my priesthood, I have taken Tuesdays as my day off for about the first 10 years.                  
When I served at Lawrence, it became advantageous to take Monday as my day off. For a variety of                   
reasons, I have decided as of August, 2020, to return to Tuesdays as my day off. I am at peace with                     
the change. It seems like quite often there will be some important parish event that almost demands                 
my time on a Monday.  It will be a change, yet a good thing. 

Saturday On Saturday, August 8, I will be attending a wedding. I have asked Father Chris                
Barak to come and offer Mass in my place.  I will not be away overnight. 

Assumption is Non-obligatory This Year The Holy Day of the Solemnity of the             
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary does not carry an obligatory call to attend Mass this year,                 
since August 15th falls on a Saturday. I will celebrate the Assumption by offering Mass in both                 
parishes. 

God Bless You!!! 
Father Grell 


