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Mass Times & Intentions
Date Time Parish Mass will be offered for: Mass is offered by:

Mon., Nov. 29 7:30 a.m. SM †Deanie Wanek Ken & Carol Vincik
Tues., Nov. 30 7:30 a.m. SM †Emilye Thompson Greg & Jill Myers
Wed., Dec. 1 9:00 a.m. SJ †Jeff Happold Rita Obermeier

Thurs., Dec. 2 7:30 a.m. SM †Margaret Cadieux McCoy Family
Fri., Dec. 3 7:30 a.m. SM Intention of St. Mary’s Altar Society Members Altar Society
Sat., Dec. 4 8:00 a.m. SM Intention of the Celebrant
Sat., Dec. 4 5:00 p.m. SM †Carl Arent Carol Arent
Sun., Dec. 5 8:15 a.m. SM For the People of St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s

Parishes
Sun., Dec. 5 10:45 a.m. SJ †Esther Colburn Jim & Marilyn Happold

Confessions: 45 minutes before Saturday night and Sunday morning Masses; 35 minutes before daily Mass; and by
appointment with Father
The Holy Rosary: 20 minutes before Sunday Masses at both parishes; volunteers needed for every Saturday evening
Mass at St. Mary’s.
Prayer Chain- Call Diann Clay (402) 694-3832 or Jan Messman at (402) 694-2360 (janmessman@gmail.com)
Names of your loved ones will be removed from the prayer chain and the departed souls after one month. If
you would like your loved one to remain on the list for an extended time, please contact Diann or Jan to have
your loved one re-entered in the list.  Thank you.
Please pray for the following: Joni Oswald; Jacob Wiles; Zach Dady; Curt Carlson; Mary Ann McGrath; Tereasa
Payne; Caius Taylor; Eileen Eastman; Becky Rathman; Mike Peters; and world peace.
Please pray for the following departed souls : †Ron Cyboron, †Rollie Carter, †Jeff Happold, †Lauren Gibilisco,
†Theresa Seiker.

Volunteer Ministers
If in the past you were not comfortable returning to a monthly schedule as a lector/acolyte/or altar server and now
you would like to be added back onto the August schedule, or if you haven’t been on the schedule before but feel

called to do so please contact Navy the Parish Secretary at 308-289-3009 or by email at stmarysaurora@gmail.com
Thank you!

If you brought food for any recent funerals, please pick up your bowls and containers! Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENT
Advent with Spirit Catholic Radio:

How are you celebrating Advent this year? The four weeks of Advent are meant to give us hope and reassurance that the Lord is
coming, and also the opportunity to give hope to those around us. This year, Spirit Catholic Radio is focusing on a theme for

every week of Advent: Hope, Joyful Expectation, Prayer, and Peace. Follow us on social media, subscribe to our e-newsletter, The
Halo, and visit https://spiritcatholicradio.com/advent/ as we share with you ideas for bringing these themes to life in your own

special way either with your family, coworkers, or community. You can also tune in to Spirit Catholic Radio on weekday
mornings, during our Spirit Mornings show, to hear inspirational guests discuss what Advent can mean in our lives. Tune in on

Sundays for special Advent programming from EWTN. More info at https://spiritcatholicradio.com/

St. Mary’s Calendar of Events:
Mon., Nov. 29 RCIA 7:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 1 CCD 6:30 p.m. (First Communion Parents Meeting 6:30 p.m.)
Wed., Dec. 1 Godteens 7:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 1 Women’s Bible Study 8:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 5 Coffee & Rolls

St. Joseph’s Calendar of Events:
Mon., Nov. 29 CCD 3:45 p.m.

Collection St. Mary’s St. Joseph’s
Adult $5,180.00 $1,155.00
Plate $153.00 $42.00

Building $200.00
World Mission Sunday $100.00

All Saints Day $100.00
All Souls Day $100.00

Contemplative Sisters $10.00
Total Collected on 20th & 21st $5,833.00 $1,207.00

St. Mary’s Ministry Schedule:
Sat., December 4 Acolyte: Greg Bonifas Reader: Dr. Tim Widhalm, Greeters/Gift Bearers:

Volunteer, Altar Servers: Calan Darbro & Will Hoegh
Sun., December 5 Acolyte: Ron Elge, Reader: Volunteer, Greeters/Gift Bearers: Craig & Carol

Ratzlaff Altar Servers: Alex Anderson & Jackson Hanna
Christmas Letters to Father Marneni’s India Mission

The Knights of Columbus will be sending one package with all Christmas Letters to Father Marneni's India Mission
in early December.  Please return those to the Parish Office or mail them to Andrew Ostdiek (2080 Lewis St) by

Sunday, November 28th. Please do not include monetary gifts or tuition funds with your correspondence. Thank you
for your continued involvement with this project.

The Giving Tree
St. Mary’s Altar Society is organizing a Giving Tree again this year.  We volunteered to purchase gifts for 18 children
this year and need your help again.  The gift tags are on the tree.  If you are able to help, please take a tag, purchase

and WRAP the gift and put it back under the tree by Monday, December 13th at 5:00 p.m.

mailto:stmarysaurora@gmail.com
https://spiritcatholicradio.com/advent/
https://spiritcatholicradio.com/


FROM FR. MARK SEIKER … Nov. 28, 2021 NEW Parish Picture Directory ...
Thanks to all who  came to have their picture taken for our new Parish Picture Directory.  If you have not turned in the 1/3

page of paper with your census  update, please do that so that we can keep our census up to date. Pray for our
Seminarians: Jonah Alexander Brox, from St. Teresa Parish (Lincoln). He entered the Seminary in  2017; &

he is in Theology 2 at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary. From someone who had an abortion … “[The
abortion] gave me grief and sorrow beyond expression. I was  petrified to tell anyone. I have committed the most
heinous of all  crimes. Yet, the Lord forgave me, just as he forgave Paul. Yet I  will always regret what I did and
will probably always feel grief.  But I pray that my experience can somehow prevent other women  from making
the same fatal mistake. I’m a nurse now, so I wear  my uniform to all the pro-life things I do! It helps.” Forgiveness
and healing are available. Visit www.RachelsVineyard.org. CONTEMPLATIVE SISTERS (Pink Sisters &
Carmelite Sisters) COLLECTION ... If you missed  making a donation on Thanksgiving Day, you may put

your donation in  the collection basket in a separate envelope. Please help financially  support these communities who

spiritually support us with their prayers!

From the Book “The Holy Souls” … “The souls in Purgatory are in the state of grace. Their
salvation assured, the resurrection of their bodies to eternal life is a certainty. What a happy certitude for them!
But; for us this happy certitude may have an unhappy result: It may lessen our concern for them. It may lead us
to forget another certainty: their need for help and their utter helplessness. Their eventual bliss may obscure their
present plight. We may lose sight of the fact that they are suffering and that it is within our power to ease and even
to end that suffering. We are part of the Communion of Saints, so we must surely help them. Let us not forget the
Poor Souls in our daily prayers & Masses, and in our little sacrificial acts. Maybe one day, from their place of joy
in Heaven, those same souls will intercede  with God for us and ask Him to bring us into their company.

Thank You to Knights of Columbus … There were eight Knights who gave of their time on Saturday,

Nov. 20, to install two new Pro-Life Signs on the West side of Hwy 14 halfway between Aurora & I-80. Your time and

commitment to Life are much appreciated.

Priests’ Deanery Day (Tue, Nov. 30) ... at York 3:00pm–7:30pm.

Monthly Jesus Caritas Meeting (Monday, Nov. 29) ... with 5 other Priests in a Jesus Caritas Group (that means,

the love, the heart, the charity of Jesus) to pray, share our lives, and enjoy each other’s company. I will be leaving around 1:00pm,

& return for 7:00pm RCIA.

RCIA Classes … (Inquiry class in Faith) on Mondays in the Parish Hall, 7:00pm – 9:00pm. Classes for Catholics

& non-Catholics. Come, learn more about your faith. It is possible to participate in RCIA through ZOOM. Meeting ID: 629 734

5912; Passcode: RCIA2021.

ADVENT RESOURCES … available for FREE on table in Hall. ∙ Five Minutes With the Word … Brief Word Among Us

reflections. ∙ Magnificat Advent Daily Companion … Brief daily reflections. ∙ Rejoice! Finding Your Place in the

Advent Story … What

does God want this Advent? Simple. He wants you. He want a personal encounter with you. This year, as we journey

through Advent with Rejoice! Finding Your Place in the Advent Story, we'll learn about the places, people, and events that

shaped the story of the very first Advent and shape our own lives today. Find resources at:

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/rejoice-finding-your-place-in-the-advent-story downloadable-resources An ebook journal is available for

$10.00 .

Theresa Seiker – May she rest in peace! ... Mom has been gradually declining this past year, but on

10/19 her heart rhythm went from a paced rhythm of 80 into Atrial Fibrillation with a faster rate of 120. She tolerated it pretty

well most days but was quickly getting weaker & walking less & less. On Saturday 11/6 at 5:30am it appeared that she had a

small stroke & from that point she declined more quickly & died at 1:45am Sunday morning. Dad & Susan were both with her

when she died.

While she will be greatly missed, we are consoled by the fact that she was so well prepared to meet Jesus! As is normal

for Vince & Theresa, they received the First Friday Sacraments of Reconciliation & Anointing of the Sick by their Assistant

Pastor, Fr. Bedient, on 11/5. Later that afternoon, Fr. Leo offered Mass for them in their home. After Mom’s decline on

Saturday morning, Fr. Leo anointed Mom again & gave her the Apostolic Pardon & Holy Communion. Susan prayed the

Rosary &  several Chaplets at her bedside on Saturday afternoon & evening.

Theresa Helen (Trausch) Seiker, of Lincoln, passed away at the age  of 93 on Sunday, November 7, 2021 at her home in

Lincoln.  Theresa Helen was born December 29, 1927 at home to Susan  (Berres) and John Trausch in Roseland, NE. Theresa

attended Silver  Lake Grade School and graduated from Roseland High School in 1945.  She attended Mount Marty College,

Yankton, SD for 2 years. She was a  secretary at the Army Engineer Office, Omaha before her marriage.  Theresa and Vincent

Seiker were married at Sacred Heart Catholic  Church in Roseland, NE on August 7, 1954 with her brothers, Father  Anthony

and Father Robert officiating.

Theresa was preceded in death by her parents; sisters: Irene Matyka & Margaret Kresha; & brothers: Father Anthony, Albert,

Wilfred, Raymond,  Father Robert, Maurice, Ralph, Louis, Gerald & Francis Trausch.

Theresa is survived by her husband, Vincent; Daughter, Susan (Mike) Foley, Lincoln, NE; Sons: Steven (Roma), Omaha,

NE, Father Mark, Aurora, NE, Msgr. Daniel, Lander, WY, and Father Leo, Friend, NE; Grandchildren: Justin (Tia) Connelly,

Timothy (Kristina) Seiker, Benjamin Seiker, Laura (Tyler) Golden, Matthew Foley, Marie Foley, Elizabeth Foley, Peter Foley

and Andrew Foley; Great Grandchildren: Makayla Connelly, Charlotte Connelly, Joseph Connelly, Ellie Golden, Harlee

Golden, Baby Golden, Baby Seiker.

A Mass of Christian burial was held 11:00am Tue., Nov. 23, 2021 at St. Peter Catholic Church in Lincoln, NE with a

lunch following in the parish hall, and 3:30pm burial at St. Mary Catholic Cemetery, Elmwood. A Vigil (Rosary) was held

7:00pm Monday, November 22, 2021 at St.  Peter Catholic Church in Lincoln, NE.

The family asks that instead of flowers, donations / financial contributions / memorial contributions may be made to any of

the following: St. Gregory the Great Seminary, St. Peter Catholic Church, St. Gianna’s Women’s Home, Women’s Care

Center.

The Funeral Home live streamed both the Rosary & Mass: https://www.facebook.com/BMLFuneralStreaming/live.

Both videos will be accessible for two weeks after the Funeral for viewing at this same site. Please pray for the happy

repose of mom’s soul!

Thank You … to all who sent came to the Birthday gathering for me last Sunday at St. Mary Hall. Thanks to all who

sent Birthday cards and/or gifts. Thanks also to those who sent Sympathy or Condolence cards and requested Masses for

Mom. Your presence, thoughtfulness,  and your support are very much appreciated.

Active Waiting … The Second Vatican Council reflects upon the relationship between the coming of
Christ and our activity to prepare for it. In the Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, we read, “Far
from diminishing our concern to develop this earth, the expectancy of a new earth should spur us on, for it is here
that the body of a new human family grows, foreshadowing in some way the age which is to come. ... When we
have spread on earth the fruits of our nature and our enterprise - - human dignity, brotherly communion and
freedom -- according to the command of the Lord and in his Spirit, we will find them once again, cleansed this
time from the stain of sin, illuminated and transfigured, when Christ presents to his Father an eternal and
universal kingdom...” (#39). In other words, the spirit of Advent should naturally bolster our pro-life efforts, and
the  progress we make in promoting human dignity becomes the  “building blocks” for the eternal kingdom.


