
Two Questions men of all times have asked. (CCC #282)

Creation

Where do we come from?   What is our Origin?
Where are we going?   What is our end?

These two questions are inseparable.

I. Catechesis on Creation

The question about the origins of the world and of man has been the object of many
scientific studies which have splendidly enriched our knowledge of the age and dimensions
of the cosmos, the development of life-forms and the appearance of man. These discoveries
invite us to even greater admiration for the greatness of the Creator, prompting us to give
him thanks for all his works and for the understanding and wisdom he gives to scholars and
researchers. (CCC #283)

The great interest accorded to these studies is strongly stimulated by a question of another
order, which goes beyond the proper domain of the natural sciences. It is not only a question
of knowing when and how the universe arose physically, or when man appeared, but rather
of discovering the meaning of such an origin: is the universe governed by chance, blind fate,
anonymous necessity, or by a transcendent, intelligent and good Being called “God”? And if
the world does come from God’s wisdom and goodness, why is there evil? Where does it
come from? Who is responsible for it? Is there any liberation from it? (CCC #284)
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I. Catechesis on Creation
Since the beginning the Christian faith has been challenged by responses to the question of
origins that differ from its own. Ancient religions and cultures produced many myths
concerning origins. Some philosophers have said that everything is God, that the world is
God, or that the development of the world is the development of God (Pantheism). Others
have said that the world is a necessary emanation arising from God and returning to him.
Still others have affirmed the existence of two eternal principles, Good and Evil, Light and
Darkness, locked, in permanent conflict (Dualism, Manichaeism). According to some of
these conceptions, the world (at least the physical world) is evil, the product of a fall, and is
thus to be rejected or left behind (Gnosticism). Some admit that the world was made by
God, but as by a watch-maker who, once he has made a watch, abandons it to itself (Deism).
Finally, others reject any transcendent origin for the world, but see it as merely the interplay
of matter that has always existed (Materialism). All these attempts bear witness to the
permanence and universality of the question of origins. This inquiry is distinctively human.
(CCC #285)
Human intelligence is surely already capable of finding a response to the
question of origins. The existence of God the Creator can be known with
certainty through his works, by the light of human reason,122

122 Cf. Vatican Council I, can. 2 § I: DS 3026.
123 Heb 11:3 [full quote ]

even if this
knowledge is often obscured and disfigured by error. This is why faith
comes to confirm and enlighten reason in the correct understanding of this
truth: “By faith we understand that the world was created by the word of
God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not appear.”123

(CCC #286)



The truth about creation is so important for all of human life that God in his
tenderness wanted to reveal to his People everything that is salutary to
know on the subject. Beyond the natural knowledge that every man can
have of the Creator,124

124 Cf. Acts 17:24-29 24The God who made the world and all that is in it, the Lord of heaven and earth, does not
dwell in sanctuaries made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands because he needs anything.
Rather it is he who gives to everyone life and breath and everything. 26He made from one the whole human
race to dwell on the entire surface of the earth, and he fixed the ordered seasons and the boundaries of their
regions, 27so that people might seek God, even perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far
from any one of us. 28For 'In him we live and move and have our being,‘ as even some of your poets have
said, 'For we too are his offspring.‘ 29Since therefore we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the
divinity is like an image fashioned from gold, silver, or stone by human art and imagination.
Rom 1:19-20 19For what can be known about God is evident to them, because God made it evident to them.

20Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity have been able to be
understood and perceived in what he has made. As a result, they have no excuse;

I. Catechesis on Creation

God progressively revealed to Israel the mystery of
creation. He who chose the patriarchs, who brought Israel out of Egypt,
and who by choosing Israel created and formed it, this same God reveals
himself as the One to whom belong all the peoples of the earth, and the
whole earth itself; he is the One who alone “made heaven and earth”.125

(CCC #287)



Thus the revelation of creation is inseparable from the revelation and
forging of the covenant of the one God with his People. Creation is
revealed as the first step towards this covenant, the first and universal
witness to God’s all-powerful love.126

126 Cf. Gen. 15:5 He took him outside and said: "Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so," he added, "shall
your descendants be.”
Cf. Jer 33:19-26 19Thus says the LORD: 20If you can break my covenant with day, and my covenant with night, so that day

and night no longer alternate in sequence, 21then can my covenant with my servant David also be broken, so that he will not
have a son to be king upon his throne, and my covenant with the priests of Levi who minister to me. 22Like the host of heaven
which cannot be numbered, and the sands of the sea which cannot be counted, I will multiply the descendants of my servant
David and the Levites who minister to me. 23This word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 24Have you not noticed what these
people are saying: "The LORD has rejected the two tribes which he had chosen"? They spurn my people as if it were no
longer a nation in their eyes. 25Thus says the LORD: When I have no covenant with day and night, and have given no laws to
heaven and earth, 26then too will I reject the descendants of Jacob and of my servant David, so as not to take from his
descendants rulers for the race of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will change their lot and show them mercy.

127 Cf. Isa 44:24 Thus says the LORD, your redeemer, who formed you from the womb: I am the LORD, who made all things,
who alone stretched out the heavens; when I spread out the earth, who was with me?
Cf. Psalm 104 (praise of God the Creator)
Cf. Prov 8:22-31 22"The LORD begot me, the first-born of his ways, the forerunner of his prodigies of long ago; 23From of

old I was poured forth, at the first, before the earth. 24When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no
fountains or springs of water; 25Before the mountains were settled into place, before the hills, I was brought forth; 26While as
yet the earth and the fields were not made, nor the first clods of the world. 27"When he established the heavens I was there,
when he marked out the vault over the face of the deep; 28When he made firm the skies above, when he fixed fast the
foundations of the earth; 29When he set for the sea its limit, so that the waters should not transgress his command; 30Then
was I beside him as his craftsman, and I was his delight day by day, Playing before him all the while, 31playing on the surface
of his earth; and I found delight in the sons of men.

I. Catechesis on Creation

And so, the truth of creation is also
expressed with growing vigor in the message of the prophets, the prayer of
the psalms and the liturgy, and in the wisdom sayings of the Chosen
People.127 (CCC #288)



Among all the Scriptural texts about creation, the first three chapters of
Genesis occupy a unique place. From a literary standpoint these texts may
have had diverse sources. The inspired authors have placed them at the
beginning of Scripture to express in their solemn language the truths of
creation - its origin and its end in God, its order and goodness, the vocation
of man, and finally the drama of sin and the hope of salvation. Read in the
light of Christ, within the unity of Sacred Scripture and in the living
Tradition of the Church, these texts remain the principal source for
catechesis on the mysteries of the “beginning”: creation, fall, and promise
of salvation. (CCC #289)

I. Catechesis on Creation



I. Catechesis on Creation
II. Creation – Work of the Holy Trinity

Creation



“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”:128

126 Gen. 1:1 In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,

129 Jn 1:1-3 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be.

II. Creation – Work of the Holy Trinity

“In the beginning was the Word ... and the Word was God ... all things were
made through him, and without him was not anything made that was
made.”129

130 Col 1:16-17 16For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him and for him. 17He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together.

131 Cf. Nicene Creed: DS 150; Hymn "Veni, Creator Spiritus"; Byzantine Troparion of Pentecost Vespers,
"O heavenly King, Consoler“.

three things
are affirmed in these first words of Scripture: the eternal God gave a
beginning to all that exists outside of himself; he alone is Creator (the verb
“create” - Hebrew bara - always has God for its subject). The totality of
what exists (expressed by the formula “the heavens and the earth”) depends
on the One who gives it being. (CCC #290)

The New Testament reveals that God created everything by the
eternal Word, his beloved Son. In him “all things were created, in heaven
and on earth ... all things were created through him and for him. He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together.”130 The Church’s faith
likewise confesses the creative action of the Holy Spirit, the “giver of life”,
“the Creator Spirit” (“Veni, Creator Spiritus”), the “source of every good”.131

(CCC #291)



The Old Testament suggests and the New Covenant reveals the creative
action of the Son and the Spirit,132

132 Cf. Ps 33:6 “By the Lord’s word the heavens were made; by the breath of his mouth all their host.”

II. Creation – Work of the Holy Trinity

133 St. Irenaeus, Adv. haeres. 2,30,9; 4,20,I: PG 7/1,822,1032.

Cf. Ps 104:30 “Send forth your spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the earth.”
Cf. Gen 1:2-3. 2the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind

swept over the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.

inseparably one with that of the Father.
This creative co-operation is clearly affirmed in the Church’s rule of faith:
“There exists but one God ... he is the Father, God, the Creator, the author,
the giver of order. He made all things by himself, that is, by his Word and
by his Wisdom”, “by the Son and the Spirit” who, so to speak, are “his
hands”.133 Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity. (CCC #292)
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Scripture and Tradition never cease to teach and celebrate this fundamental
truth: “The world was made for the glory of God.”134

III. “The World Was Created for the Glory of God”

This one, true God, of his own goodness and “almighty power”, not for increasing
his own beatitude, nor for attaining his perfection, but in order to manifest this
perfection through the benefits which he bestows on creatures, with absolute
freedom of counsel “and from the beginning of time, made out of nothing both
orders of creatures, the spiritual and the corporeal ...”137 (CCC #293)

134 Dei Filius, can. § 5: DS 3025. Dei Filius is the dogmatic constitution of the Vatican Council I on the Catholic
faith, which was adopted unanimously, and issued by Pope Pius IX on April 24,1870.

135 St. Bonaventure, In II Sent. I,2,2,1.
136 St. Thomas Aquinas, Sent. II, Prol.
137 Dei Filius, I: DS 3002; cf. Lateran Council IV (1215): DS 800.

St. Bonaventure
explains that God created all things “not to increase his glory, but to show it
forth and to communicate it”,135 for God has no other reason for creating
than his love and goodness: “Creatures came into existence when the key of
love opened his hand.”136 The First Vatican Council explains: (CCC #293)



The glory of God consists in the realization of this manifestation and
communication of his goodness, for which the world was created. God
made us “to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace”,138

138 Eph 1:5-6 5he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his will, 6for
the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved.

III. “The World Was Created for the Glory of God”

139 St. Irenaeus, Adv. haeres. 4,20,7: PG 7/1,1037.

140 AG 2 (Ad Gentes: Decree on the Missionary Activity of the Church; [12/07/1965])

cf. 1 Cor 15:28. When everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will (also) be subjected to the one
who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all.

for “the glory of God is man
fully alive; moreover man’s life is the vision of God: if God’s revelation
through creation has already obtained life for all the beings that dwell on
earth, how much more will the Word’s manifestation of the Father obtain
life for those who see God.”139 The ultimate purpose of creation is that
God “who is the creator of all things may at last become ‘all in all’, thus
simultaneously assuring his own glory and our beatitude.”140 (CCC #294)
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We believe that God created the world according to his wisdom.141

141 Cf. Wis 9:9 Now with you is Wisdom, who knows your works and was present when you made the world; Who
understands what is pleasing in your eyes and what is conformable with your commands.

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God creates by wisdom and love

142 Rev 4:11 "Worthy are you, Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things;
because of your will they came to be and were created."

143 Ps 104:24 “How varied are your works, Lord! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures.”
Ps 145:9 “The Lord is good to all, compassionate toward all your works.”

It is not
the product of any necessity whatever, nor of blind fate or chance. We
believe that it proceeds from God’s free will; he wanted to make his
creatures share in his being, wisdom and goodness: “For you created all
things, and by your will they existed and were created.”142 Therefore the
Psalmist exclaims: “O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom
you have made them all”; and “The LORD is good to all, and his
compassion is over all that he has made.”143 (CCC #294)



We believe that God needs no pre-existent thing or any help in order to
create, nor is creation any sort of necessary emanation from the divine
substance.144 God creates freely “out of nothing”:145 (CCC #296)

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God creates “out of nothing”

147 2 Macc 7:22-23, 28 [Full Quote above]

If God had drawn the world from pre-existent matter, what would be so
extraordinary in that? A human artisan makes from a given material whatever he
wants, while God shows his power by starting from nothing to make all he
wants.146 (CCC #296)

Scripture bears witness to faith in creation “out of nothing” as a truth full of
promise and hope. Thus the mother of seven sons encourages them for
martyrdom: (CCC #297)

I do not know how you came into being in my womb. It was not I who gave you
life and breath, nor I who set in order the elements within each of you. Therefore
the Creator of the world, who shaped the beginning of man and devised the origin
of all things, will in his mercy give life and breath back to you again, since you
now forget yourselves for the sake of his laws ... Look at the heaven and the earth
and see everything that is in them, and recognize that God did not make them out
of things that existed. Thus also mankind comes into being.147 (CCC #297)

144 Cf. Dei Filius, can. 2-4: DS 3022-3024. Dei Filius is the dogmatic constitution of the Vatican Council I on the
Catholic faith, which was adopted unanimously, and issued by Pope Pius IX on April 24,1870.

145 Lateran Council IV (1215): DS 800; cf. DS 3025
146 St. Theophilus of Antioch, Ad Autolycum II, 4:PG 6, 1052.

God creates freely “out of nothing”:145 (CCC #296)



Since God could create everything out of nothing, he can also, through the
Holy Spirit, give spiritual life to sinners by creating a pure heart in them,148

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God creates “out of nothing”

148 Cf. Ps 51:12 “A clean heart create for me, God; renew within me a steadfast spirit.”
149 Rom 4:17 as it is written, "I have made you father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into being what does not exist.
150 Cf. Gen 1:3 Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.

Cf. 2 Cor 4:6 For God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to bring to light the
knowledge of the glory of God on the face of (Jesus) Christ.

and bodily life to the dead through the Resurrection. God “gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.”149 And since God
was able to make light shine in darkness by his Word, he can also give the
light of faith to those who do not yet know him.150 (CCC #298)
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Because God creates through wisdom, his creation is ordered: “You have
arranged all things by measure and number and weight.”151

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God creates an ordered and good world

151 Wis 11:20 Even without these, they could have been killed at a single blast, pursued by retribution and winnowed out by
your mighty spirit; But you have disposed all things by measure and number and weight.

152 Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.

153 Cf. Ps 19:2-5 ?? Job 42:3 I have dealt with great things that I do not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I cannot know.
154 Gen 1:4,10,12,18,21,31 4God saw how good the light was. God then separated the light from the darkness. 10 God called the

dry land "the earth," and the basin of the water he called "the sea." God saw how good it was. 12the earth brought forth every kind
of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it. God saw how good it was. 18to
govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was. 21God created the great sea
monsters and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged birds. God saw how good it
was, 31God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good. Evening came, and morning followed - the sixth day.

Gen 1:26 Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground.”

The universe,
created in and by the eternal Word, the “image of the invisible God”, is
destined for and addressed to man, himself created in the “image of God” and
called to a personal relationship with God.152 Our human understanding,
which shares in the light of the divine intellect, can understand what God tells
us by means of his creation, though not without great effort and only in a spirit
of humility and respect before the Creator and his work.153 Because creation
comes forth from God’s goodness, it shares in that goodness – “And God saw
that it was good ... very good”154 - for God willed creation as a gift addressed
to man, an inheritance destined for and entrusted to him. On many occasions
the Church has had to defend the goodness of creation, including that of the
physical world.155 (CCC #299)
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God is infinitely greater than all his works: “You have set your glory above
the heavens.”156

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God transcends creation and is present to it

156 Ps 8:1; cf. Sir 43:28. More than this we need not add; let the last word be, he is all in all!
157 Ps 145:3. “Great is the Lord and worthy of much praise, whose grandeur is beyond understanding.”
158 Acts 17:28. For 'In him we live and move and have our being,' as even some of your poets have said, 'For

we too are his offspring.'
159 St. Augustine, Conf. 3,6,11: PL 32,688.

Indeed, God’s “greatness is unsearchable”.157 But because
he is the free and sovereign Creator, the first cause of all that exists, God is
present to his creatures’ inmost being: “In him we live and move and have
our being.”158 In the words of St. Augustine, God is “higher than my
highest and more inward than my innermost self”.159 (CCC #300)



With creation, God does not abandon his creatures to themselves. He not
only gives them being and existence, but also, and at every moment,
upholds and sustains them in being, enables them to act and brings them to
their final end. Recognizing this utter dependence with respect to the
Creator is a source of wisdom and freedom, of joy and confidence: (CCC #301)

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God upholds and sustains creation

160 Wis 11:24-26. 24For you love all things that are and loathe nothing that you have made; for what you
hated, you would not have fashioned. 25And how could a thing remain, unless you willed it; or be
preserved, had it not been called forth by you? 26But you spare all things, because they are yours, O
LORD and lover of souls,

For you love all things that exist, and detest none of the things that you have
made; for you would not have made anything if you had hated it. How would
anything have endured, if you had not willed it? Or how would anything not
called forth by you have been preserved? You spare all things, for they are yours,
O Lord, you who love the living.160 (CCC #301)
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Creation has its own goodness and proper perfection, but it did not spring
forth complete from the hands of the Creator. The universe was created “in
a state of journeying” (in statu viae) toward an ultimate perfection yet to be
attained, to which God has destined it. We call “divine providence” the
dispositions by which God guides his creation toward this perfection:
(CCC #302)

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God Carries Out His Plan: Divine Providence

By his providence God protects and governs all things which he has made,
“reaching mightily from one end of the earth to the other, and ordering all things
well”. For “all are open and laid bare to his eyes”, even those things which are yet
to come into existence through the free action of creatures.161 (CCC #302)

161 Vatican Council I, Dei Filius 1: DS 3003; Dei Filius is the dogmatic constitution of the Vatican Council I on the
Catholic faith, which was adopted unanimously, and issued by Pope Pius IX on April 24,1870.
cf. Wis 8:1 Indeed, she reaches from end to end mightily and governs all things well.

cf. Heb 4:13. No creature is concealed from him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whom we must render an account.



The witness of Scripture is unanimous that the solicitude of divine
providence is concrete and immediate; God cares for all, from the least
things to the great events of the world and its history. The sacred books
powerfully affirm God’s absolute sovereignty over the course of events:
“Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he pleases.”162

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God Carries Out His Plan: Divine Providence

164 Prov 19:21. Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the decision of the LORD that endures.

162 Ps 115:3 “Our God is in heaven and does whatever he wills.”
163 Rev 3:7. "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia, write this: "'The holy one, the true, who holds the key of

David, who opens and no one shall close, who closes and no one shall open, says this:

And so it is
with Christ, “who opens and no one shall shut, who shuts and no one
opens”.163 As the book of Proverbs states: “Many are the plans in the mind
of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will be established.”164

(CCC #303)

And so we see the Holy Spirit, the principal author of Sacred Scripture, often
attributing actions to God without mentioning any secondary causes. This is not a
“primitive mode of speech”, but a profound way of recalling God’s primacy and
absolute Lordship over history and the world,165

165 Cf. Isa 10:5-15; 45:51; Deut 32:39; Sir 11:14.
166 Cf. Ps 22; 32; 35; 103; 138; et al.

and so of educating his people to
trust in him. The prayer of the Psalms is the great school of this trust.166 (CCC #302)



Jesus asks for childlike abandonment to the providence of our heavenly
Father who takes care of his children’s smallest needs: “Therefore do not be
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’... Your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”167

(CCC #305)

IV. The Mystery of Creation
God Carries Out His Plan: Divine Providence

167 Mt 6:31-33 31So do not worry and say, 'What are we to eat?' or 'What are we to drink?' or 'What are we
to wear?‘ 32All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But
seek first the kingdom (of God) and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides.
cf. Mt 10:29-31 29Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without

your Father's knowledge. 30Even all the hairs of your head are counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are worth
more than many sparrows.
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God is the sovereign master of his plan. But to carry it out he also makes
use of his creatures’ co-operation. This use is not a sign of weakness, but
rather a token of almighty God’s greatness and goodness. For God grants
his creatures not only their existence, but also the dignity of acting on their
own, of being causes and principles for each other, and thus of co-operating
in the accomplishment of his plan. (CCC #306)

IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and secondary causes

168 Cf. Gen 1:26-28 26Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on
the ground.“ 27God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them.
28God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the
sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth.”

169 cf. Mt 10:29-31 29Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your
Father's knowledge. 30Even all the hairs of your head are counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are worth more than
many sparrows.

To human beings God even gives the power of freely sharing in his
providence by entrusting them with the responsibility of “subduing” the
earth and having dominion over it.168 God thus enables men to be
intelligent and free causes in order to complete the work of creation, to
perfect its harmony for their own good and that of their neighbors. Though
often unconscious collaborators with God’s will, they can also enter
deliberately into the divine plan by their actions, their prayers and their
sufferings.169 They then fully become “God’s fellow workers” and co-
workers for his kingdom.170 (CCC #307) 170 1 Cor 3:9; 1 Thes 3:2; Col 4:11.



The truth that God is at work in all the actions of his creatures is
inseparable from faith in God the Creator. God is the first cause who
operates in and through secondary causes: “For God is at work in you, both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.”171

IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and secondary causes

171 Phil 2:13 For God is the one who, for his good purpose, works in you both to desire and to work.

173 Cf. Mt 19:26; Jn 15:5; 14:13

cf. 1 Cor 12:6. there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.
172 GS 36 § 3. Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church in the Modern World) [12/07/1965]

Far from diminishing the
creature's dignity, this truth enhances it. Drawn from nothingness by God’s
power, wisdom and goodness, it can do nothing if it is cut off from its
origin, for “without a Creator the creature vanishes.”172 Still less can a
creature attain its ultimate end without the help of God’s grace.173 (CCC #308)



If God the Father almighty, the Creator of the ordered and good world,
cares for all his creatures, why does evil exist? To this question, as pressing
as it is unavoidable and as painful as it is mysterious, no quick answer will
suffice. Only Christian faith as a whole constitutes the answer to this
question: the goodness of creation, the drama of sin and the patient love of
God who comes to meet man by his covenants, the redemptive Incarnation
of his Son, his gift of the Spirit, his gathering of the Church, the power of
the sacraments and his call to a blessed life to which free creatures are
invited to consent in advance, but from which, by a terrible mystery, they
can also turn away in advance. There is not a single aspect of the
Christian message that is not in part an answer to the question of evil.
(CCC #309)

IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and the scandal of evil



But why did God not create a world so perfect that no evil could exist in it?
With infinite power God could always create something better.174

IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and the scandal of evil

174 Cf. St. Thomas Aquinas, STh I,25,6. (Summa Theologiae, 1274)
175 Cf. St. Thomas Aquinas, SCG III,71. (Summa Contra Gentiles: Providence, [Book by St. Thomas] 1274)

But with
infinite wisdom and goodness God freely willed to create a world "in a state
of journeying" towards its ultimate perfection. In God's plan this process of
becoming involves the appearance of certain beings and the disappearance
of others, the existence of the more perfect alongside the less perfect, both
constructive and destructive forces of nature. With physical good there
exists also physical evil as long as creation has not reached perfection.175

(CCC #310).



Angels and men, as intelligent and free creatures, have to journey toward
their ultimate destinies by their free choice and preferential love. They can
therefore go astray. Indeed, they have sinned. Thus has moral evil,
incommensurably more harmful than physical evil, entered the world. God
is in no way, directly or indirectly, the cause of moral evil.176

IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and the scandal of evil

176 Cf. St. Augustine, De libero arbitrio 1,1,2: PL 32,1221-1223.
St. Thomas Aquinas, STh I-II,79,1.

He permits it,
however, because he respects the freedom of his creatures and,
mysteriously, knows how to derive good from it: (CCC #311)

For almighty God …, because he is supremely good, would never allow
any evil whatsoever to exist in his works if he were not so all-powerful
and good as to cause good to emerge from evil itself.177 (CCC #311)

177 St. Augustine, Enchiridion 3,11: PL 40,236.



In time we can discover that God in his almighty providence can bring a
good from the consequences of an evil, even a moral evil, caused by his
creatures: “It was not you”, said Joseph to his brothers, “who sent me here,
but God ... You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring
it about that many people should be kept alive.”178

IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and the scandal of evil

From the greatest moral
evil ever committed - the rejection and murder of God’s only Son, caused
by the sins of all men - God, by his grace that “abounded all the more”,179

178 Gen 45:8 So it was not really you but God who had me come here; and he has made of me a father to Pharaoh,
lord of all his household, and ruler over the whole land of Egypt.

brought the greatest of goods: the glorification of Christ and our
redemption. But for all that, evil never becomes a good. (CCC #312)

Gen 50:20 Even though you meant harm to me, God meant it for good, to achieve his present end, the survival of
many people.
cf. Tob 2:12 (Vulg.).

179 Cf. Rom 5:20 The law entered in so that transgression might increase but, where sin increased, grace overflowed
all the more,



IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and the scandal of evil

180 Rom 8:28 We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
181 St. Catherine of Siena, Dialogue On Providence, ch. IV, 138.

“We know that in everything God works for good for those who love
him.”180

St. Catherine of Siena said to “those who are scandalized and rebel
against what happens to them”: “Everything comes from love, all is
ordained for the salvation of man, God does nothing without this goal
in mind.”181

St. Thomas More, shortly before his martyrdom, consoled his
daughter: “Nothing can come but that that God wills. And I make me
very sure that whatsoever that be, seem it never so bad in sight, it
shall indeed be the best.”182

Dame Julian of Norwich: “Here I was taught by the grace of God that
I should steadfastly keep me in the faith ... and that at the same time I
should take my stand on and earnestly believe in what our Lord
shewed in this time - that ‘all manner [of] thing shall be well.’”183

(CCC #313)

182 The Correspondence of Sir Thomas More, ed. Elizabeth F. Rogers (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1947), letter 206, lines 661-663.

183 Julian of Norwich, The Revelations of Divine Love, tr. James Walshe SJ (London: 1961), ch. 32,99-100.

The constant witness of the saints confirms this truth: (CCC #313)



IV. The Mystery of Creation
Providence and the scandal of evil

184 1 Cor 13:12. At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At present I know partially; then I
shall know fully, as I am fully known.

We firmly believe that God is master of the world and of its history. But
the ways of his providence are often unknown to us. Only at the end, when
our partial knowledge ceases, when we see God “face to face”,184

185 Cf. Gen 2:2. Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he had been doing, he rested on the
seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.

will we
fully know the ways by which - even through the dramas of evil and sin -
God has guided his creation to that definitive sabbath rest185 for which he
created heaven and earth. (CCC #314)



Two Questions men of all times have asked. (CCC #282)

Creation
Where do we come from?   What is our Origin?

I. God created angels   (CCC #328-336)
Augustine: “Angel” is the name of their office, not of their nature.

If you seek the name of their nature, it is ‘spirit’ (from what they do)
If you seek the name of their office, it is ‘angel’ (from what they are)

Where are we going?   What is our end?
These two questions are inseparable.

Purely spiritual creatures that have intelligence & will; a free intelligent being that
lives & acts without matter (bodies); they surpass in perfection all visible creatures.

Archangels (bring more important messages)
Michael (from Hebrew Mikha'el meaning “who is like God?”)

leads angels in battle against Satan
Gabriel (from Hebrew: Gavri'el meaing “God is my strength”) 

(brings important messages to Elizabeth, Zechariah, Mary, Joseph)
Raphael (from Hebrew: Rāfāʾēl meaing “It is God who heals”, “God Heals”)

(heals Sarah and Tobit)



Creation

II. God created the visible world   (CCC #337-349)
Nothing exists that does not owe its existence to God the Creator
Each creature possesses its own particular goodness and perfection
God wills the Interdependence of creatures
The Beauty of universe
The Hierarchy of creatures
Man is the summit of the Creator’s work
There is a solidarity among all creatures because all have the

same Creator, and are all ordered to his glory.

Guardian Angels (each person has one)
(also each family, each Parish, each Town, each State, each Country)

9 Choirs of Angels (Col 1:16; Eph 1:21)
3 Orders: (3 choirs in each order)

1 Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones
2 Dominations, Principalities, Powers
3 Virtues, Archangels, Angels



•First Account of Creation  (Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a)

1st Day  (Genesis 1:1-5)
1In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was 
a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind 
swept over the waters.  3Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light.  4God saw how good the light was. God then separated the light from the 
darkness.  5God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” 
Thus evening came, and morning followed - the first day. 



•First Account of Creation  (Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a)

2nd Day  (Genesis 1:6-8)
6Then God said, “Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate 
one body of water from the other.” And so it happened: 7God made the dome, 
and it separated the water above the dome from the water below it.  8God 
called the dome “the sky.” Evening came, and morning followed - the second 
day. 



3rd Day  (Genesis 1:9-13)
9Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, 
so that the dry land may appear.”  And so it happened: the water under the sky 
was gathered into its basin, and the dry land appeared.  10God called the dry 
land “the earth,” and the basin of the water he called “the sea.”  God saw how 
good it was.  11Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth vegetation: every kind 
of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit 
with its seed in it.”  And so it happened:  12the earth brought forth every kind 
of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit 
with its seed in it. God saw how good it was.  13Evening came, and morning 
followed - the third day. 



4th Day  (Genesis 1:14-19)
14Then God said: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day 
from night. Let them mark the fixed times, the days and the years, 15and serve 
as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth.”  And so it 
happened: 16God made the two great lights, the greater one to govern the day, 
and the lesser one to govern the night; and he made the stars. 17God set them 
in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth, 18to govern the day and the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was.  
19Evening came, and morning followed - the fourth day.



5th Day  (Genesis 1:20-23)
20Then God said, “Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, 
and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky.”  And so it 
happened: 21God created the great sea monsters and all kinds of swimming 
creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged birds.  God saw 
how good it was, 22and God blessed them, saying, “Be fertile, multiply, and fill 
the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on the earth.”  23Evening came, 
and morning followed - the fifth day. 



6th Day  (Genesis 1:24-31)
24Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, 
creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds.”  And so it happened: 25God 
made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping 
things of the earth.  God saw how good it was.  26Then God said: “Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness.  Let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all 
the creatures that crawl on the ground.”  27God created man in his image; in the 
divine image he created him; male and female he created them.  28God blessed 
them, saying: “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things 
that move on the earth.”  29God also said: “See, I give you every seed-bearing 
plant all over the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be 
your food; 30and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all 
the living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give all the green plants for 
food.”  And so it happened.  31God looked at everything he had made, and he 
found it very good.  Evening came, and morning followed - the sixth day. 



7th Day  (Genesis 2:1-4a)
1Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.  2Since on 
the seventh day God was finished with the work he had been doing, he rested 
on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.  3So God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work he had 
done in creation.  4Such is the story of the heavens and the earth at their 
creation. 



First Account of Creation  (Genesis 1:1  - 2:4a)

Day Work Works of Division

1 Light Light / Darkness
2 Firmament waters above / waters below
3 earth, plants sea / land

4 Luminaries sun, moon, stars
5 fish, birds fish (in waters), birds (in sky)
6 animals, man animals, man (in the image of God)

7 Sabbath … rest





•Second Account of Creation  (Genesis 2:4b  – 3:24)
4bAt the time when the LORD God made the earth and the heavens - 5while as 
yet there was no field shrub on earth and no grass of the field had sprouted, for 
the LORD God had sent no rain upon the earth and there was no man to till the 
soil, 6but a stream was welling up out of the earth and was watering all the 
surface of the ground - 7the LORD God formed man out of the clay of the 
ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, and so man became a living 
being.  8Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and he 
placed there the man whom he had formed.  9Out of the ground the LORD 
God made various trees grow that were delightful to look at and good for food, 
with the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and bad.  10A river rises in Eden to water the garden; beyond 
there it divides and becomes four branches.  11The name of the first is the Pishon; it is the one 
that winds through the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.  12The gold of that land is excellent; 
bdellium and lapis lazuli are also there.  13The name of the second river is the Gihon; it is the one that winds 
all through the land of Cush.  14The name of the third river is the Tigris; it is the one that flows east of Asshur.  
The fourth river is the Euphrates. 



•Second Account of Creation  (Genesis 2:4b  – 3:24)
15The LORD God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to 
cultivate and care for it. 16The LORD God gave man this order: “You are free 
to eat from any of the trees of the garden 17except the tree of knowledge of 
good and bad. From that tree you shall not eat; the moment you eat from it 
you are surely doomed to die.”  18The LORD God said: “It is not good for the 
man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him.” 19So the LORD God 
formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air, and 
he brought them to the man to see what he would call them; whatever the man 
called each of them would be its name. 20The man gave names to all the cattle, 
all the birds of the air, and all the wild animals; but none proved to be the 
suitable partner for the man.  21So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the 
man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh.  22The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he 
had taken from the man. When he brought her to the man, 23the man said: 
“This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; This one shall be 
called ‘woman,’ for out of  ‘her man’ this one has been taken.”  24That is why a 
man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them 
become one body.  25The man and his wife were both naked, yet they felt no 
shame.



•Second Account of Creation  (Genesis 2:4a  – 3:24)
Chapter 3:   1Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the 
LORD God had made.  The serpent asked the woman, “Did God really tell you 
not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?”  2The woman answered the 
serpent:  “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3it is only about 
the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, ‘You shall not eat 
it or even touch it, lest you die.’”  4But the serpent said to the woman:  “You 
certainly will not die!  5No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and 
what is bad.”   6The woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to 
the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom.  So she took some of its fruit and 
ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  
7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  
8When they heard the sound of the LORD God moving about in the garden at 
the breezy time of the day, the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9The LORD God then called to the 
man and asked him, “Where are you?”  10He answered, “I heard you in the 
garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.”



•Second Account of Creation  (Genesis 2:4a  – 3:24)
11Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked?  You have eaten, then, 
from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!” 12The man replied,  “The 
woman whom you put here with me - she gave me fruit from the tree, so I ate 
it.”  13The LORD God then asked the woman, “Why did you do such a thing?”  
The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.”  14Then the 
LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you shall be 
banned from all the animals and from all the wild creatures; On your belly 
shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your life.  15I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers;  He will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel.” 16To the 
woman he said: “I will intensify the pangs of your childbearing; in pain shall 
you bring forth children.  Yet your urge shall be for your husband, and he shall 
be your master.”  17To the man he said: “Because you listened to your wife and 
ate from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat, Cursed be the ground 
because of you!  In toil shall you eat its yield all the days of your life.  
18Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to you, as you eat of the plants of the 
field.  19By the sweat of your face shall you get bread to eat, Until you return 
to the ground, from which you were taken;  For you are dirt, and to dirt you 
shall return.”



•Second Account of Creation  (Genesis 2:4a  – 3:24)
20The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all the 
living.  21For the man and his wife the LORD God made leather garments, with 
which he clothed them.  22Then the LORD God said: “See!  The man has 
become like one of us, knowing what is good and what is bad!  Therefore, he 
must not be allowed to put out his hand to take fruit from the tree of life also, 
and thus eat of it and live forever.”  23The LORD God therefore banished him 
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he had been taken.   
24When he expelled the man, he settled him east of the garden of Eden; and he 
stationed the cherubim and the fiery revolving sword, to guard the way to the 
tree of life. 



Second Account of Creation  (Genesis 2:4b  - 3:24)

God makes man
places him in the Garden of Eden

creates the Tree of Life

creates animals; told Adam to name the animals

creates the Tree of knowledge of good and bad
puts Adam in the Garden of Eden

God creates Eve from Adam’s rib
(for the Jews, to name something means you have power over it.)



ORIGINAL  SIN
Original comes from “origin” the starting point

Adam and Eve realize they are naked,
and they hide from God. 

Genesis 3:15  Protoevangelium = “first Good News”
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring  
and hers;  He will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel.

God created everything from nothing.
God created everything good, without effort.
Everything depends on God for existence.
Everything is for the glory of God.



Sin comes into the world from Adam & Eve (humans)

EVOLUTION … can be believed AS LONG AS YOU 
Say that GOD CREATED THE SOUL (immortal soul)

Effects of Original Sin
Everyone is going to die
We get sick
We are tempted to sin

God created the Angels good.
Some of the Angels chose not to love God, not to serve 
Him.  They became the Devils … Good angels, created by 
God, but they chose to turn in on themselves.  I will not serve.
Lucifer means “Light” … one of the brightest, best angels.




