
1 Cor 12: 12-27 … 12As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of 
the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ.  13For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one 
Spirit. 14Now the body is not a single part, but many.  15If a foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this reason belong any less to the body.  16Or if 
an ear should say, “Because I am not an eye I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this 
reason belong any less to the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  18But as it is, God 
placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he intended.  19If they were all one part, where 
would the body be?  20But as it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  21The eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I do not need you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I do not need you.”  22Indeed, the parts 
of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, 23and those parts of the body that 
we consider less honorable we surround with greater honor, and our less presentable parts are 
treated with greater propriety, 24whereas our more presentable parts do not need this.  But God 
has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to a part that is without it, 25so that there may 
be no division in the body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one another.  26If 
(one) part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.  
27Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it.

Mystical Body of Christ (the Church)



The origin of The Painting as witnessed, and told, by the Artist:
My thoughts were a long way from spiritual ones on the day it all happened.  I was very busy 

at the drawing board caught up in the RAT RACE we call success.  A home with a custom built 
swimming pool, the proper Cadillac and station wagon.  A lovely wife, seven great children, a 
live in Mother and Father-in-law, two dogs, three cats, fifteen snakes, four turtles, etc., etc.  When 
the phone rang and the caller introduced herself I remembered a promise I had made five months 
earlier, a promise to do a painting for a religious art show – promise I had forgotten minutes after 
I had made it.  I decided to tell a little white lie rather than to admit to my thoughtlessness.  I said 
I had not finished the painting.  She asked me how much more time I needed.  I lied “At least a 
whole day”.  (That, I hoped, should get me out of the task in as much as the preview dinner for the show 
was the very next day.)

But the lady persisted.  She asked me the size of the painting.  I deliberately mentioned an 
extra large size in the desperate hope that a large painting would disqualify me from the exhibit.  
I congratulated myself inwardly on what I considered a clever ploy.  She wasn't finished yet – she 
asked me to go ahead and complete the painting, “I will save a place for it”, she said.  I politely 
agreed and – I felt trapped – my heart sank at the thought of all the extra work, and for what?  
There was no money in it for me!



Angry at myself and the world, I grabbed the only stretched canvas in the studio.  It fit the 
frame in which I kept a favorite portrait of my wife, Mary, (it happened to be the same size I 
mentioned on the phone).  Since I was accustomed to working all night in order to meet deadlines, I 
decided to get started on a simple abstract painting and, as I said to myself, “get the whole thing 
done with and out of my hair”.  It was two o’clock in the afternoon as I started on one idea after 
another only to face failure after failure – not one idea worked.  These failures underscored 
flashes of my adult life – my preoccupation with the material things of life while turning my back 
on the spiritual life.  There crossed my mind flashes of get-rich-quick schemes that failed due to 
some shady associations culminating with hopes and dreams shattered by a near fatal accident in 
Canada which crippled my painting ability.  Coupled with that I lost my art service studio in New 
York.  Failure after failure came hurtling through my mind.

I looked at my watch, twelve hours had flown by, it was now 2:00 AM.  In utter desperation I 
cried out; “that’s what I get for lying, GOD, I’ll never lie again!”  Grabbing my brushes I jumped 
up and flung them to the floor.  At that instant a flash of light filled the room and for a split-
second His face appeared on the canvas.

The torment of all the years vanished with that flash and a tremendous surge of energy filled 
me – it was incredible – it was wonderful.  “That’s it!”  I cried out.  Picking up a brush I followed 
the oval of the face I had seen – I painted a “T” for the eyes and nose – then I rushed around the 
studio gathering up pictures of people’s faces – men, women, children, anybody, without rhyme 
or reason.  There was no preliminary sketch, no blocking or planning at all.  I started with the 
face that formed the end of the nose, then the face next to it, finishing each face as I moved along.  
Never before had I experienced such an ecstatic sensation.  It was as though every atom of mind 
and body flowed as one in a fast moving river of energy.

Fifteen hours later I stepped back from the canvas for my first overall look.  I was 
overwhelmed – all I could exclaim was; “My God, did I do that – ?”   William Zdinak (1973)
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The word “Church” (Latin ecclesia, from the Greek ek-ka-lein, to “call out of”) 
means a convocation or an assembly.  It designates the assemblies of the people, 
usually for a religious purpose.  (If you have anything further to investigate, let the matter be 
settled in the lawful assembly. Acts 19:39)  Ekklesia is used frequently in the Greek Old 
Testament for the assembly of the Chosen People before God, above all for their 
assembly on Mount Sinai where Israel received the Law and was established by 
God as his holy people.140

Mystical Body of Christ (the Church)

140 Cf. Ex 19 Therefore, I tell you that nobody speaking by the spirit of God says, "Jesus be accursed." And no
one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the holy Spirit.

By calling itself “Church,” the first community of 
Christian believers recognized itself as heir to that assembly.  In the Church, God is 
“calling together” his people from all the ends of the earth.  The equivalent Greek 
term Kyriake, from which the English word Church and the German Kirche are 
derived, means “what belongs to the Lord.” (CCC #751) 



Mystical Body of Christ (the Church)
In Christian usage, the word “church” designates the liturgical assembly,141

141 Cf. 1 Cor 11:18 First of all, I hear that when you meet as a church there are divisions among you, and to a
degree I believe it;

Cf. 1 Cor 14:19,28,34,35. 19but in the church I would rather speak five words with my mind, so as to instruct
others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 28 But if there is no interpreter, the person should keep
silent in the church and speak to himself and to God. 34 women should keep silent in the churches, for they
are not allowed to speak, but should be subordinate, as even the law says. 35 But if they want to learn
anything, they should ask their husbands at home. For it is improper for a woman to speak in the church.

142 Cf. 1 Cor 1:2 to the church of God that is in Corinth, to you who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be holy, with all those everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.

143 Cf. 1 Cor 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God.

Cf. 1 Cor 16:1. Now in regard to the collection for the holy ones, you also should do as I ordered the churches
of Galatia.

Cf. Gal 1:13 For you heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it,

Cf. Phil 3:6.. Ex 19 in zeal I persecuted the church, in righteousness based on the law I was blameless.
Cf. Ex 19 (Moses and Israelites in desert of Sinai and on Mt. Sinai.)

but also 
the local community142 These 
three meanings are inseparable.  “The Church” is the People that God gathers in the 
whole world.  She exists in local communities and is made real as a liturgical, 
above all a Eucharistic, assembly.  She draws her life from the word and the Body 
of Christ and so herself becomes Christ’s Body. (CCC #751)

or the whole universal community of believers.143



Head of the Church = Jesus
Mystical Body of Christ (the Church)

SOULS in Purgatory (Church Suffering)
BAPTIZED on Earth (Church Militant)

SAINTS  in  Heaven (Church Triumphant)

Soul of the Church   = Holy Spirit
Heart of the Church = Blessed Virgin Mary
Body of the Church



SAINTS  in  Heaven (Church Triumphant)
The souls of those who die in the perfect state of grace, without
the least sin or reparation due to sin, go directly to Heaven.
(They are in the best state possible. We don’t need to pray for them.
They pray for us and they pray for the souls in Purgatory.)

Communion of the Saints

SOULS in Purgatory (Church Suffering)
The souls of those who die in the state of grace, but with venial
sin or with unpaid reparation due to forgiven sin?
(They cannot help themselves. They depend on the prayers of the
Saints in Heaven and the Baptized on Earth.)

BAPTIZED on Earth (Church Militant)
(They need the prayers of the Saints in Heaven and
the prayers of the Souls in Purgatory.)



Jesus
Images for the Church

Vine and the Branches
1I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  2He takes away every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit, and everyone that does he prunes so that it 
bears more fruit.  3You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.  
4Remain in me, as I remain in you.  Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me.  5I am 
the vine, you are the branches.  Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear 
much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.  6Anyone who does not 
remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them 
and throw them into a fire and they will be burned.  7If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. 8By 
this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  9As 
the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.  10If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love.  11I have told you this so that my joy may 
be in you and your joy may be complete.  12This is my commandment: love one 
another as I love you.  13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.  14You are my friends if you do what I command you.  15I no 
longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing.  I 
have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my 
Father.  16It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name 
he may give you. (Jn. 15:1-16)



Jesus
Images for the Church

Vine and the Branches (Jn. 15:1-16)

Bridegroom and the Bride
29The one who has the bride is the bridegroom; the best man, who stands and 
listens for him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice.  So this joy of mine has 
been made complete. (Jn. 3:29)
3I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the 
human race.  He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself 
will always be with them (as their God). (Rev. 21:3)
16The city was square, its length the same as (also) its width.  He measured the city 
with the rod and found it fifteen hundred miles in length and width and height.
(Rev. 21:16)



Jesus
Images for the Church

Vine and the Branches (Jn 15:1-16)

Bridegroom and the Bride (Jn 3:29) (Rev 21:3  Rev 21:16)

Shepherd and the Sheep
1“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate 
but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.  2But whoever enters through the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  3The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice, as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4When he 
has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they recognize his voice.  5But they will not follow a stranger; they will 
run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.“  
6Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they did not realize what he was trying 
to tell them.  7So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the 
sheep.  8All who came [before me] are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
listen to them.  9I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will 
come in and go out and find pasture.  10A thief comes only to steal and slaughter 
and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.”
(Jn. 10:1-10)



Images for the Church

Mystical Body of Christ
12As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are 
one body, so also Christ.  13For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.  14Now 
the body is not a single part, but many.  15If a foot should say, “Because I am not a hand I do 
not belong to the body,” it does not for this reason belong any less to the body.  16Or if an ear 
should say, “Because I am not an eye I do not belong to the body,” it does not for this reason 
belong any less to the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  18But as it is, God 
placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he intended.  19If they were all one part, 
where would the body be?  20But as it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  21The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I do not need 
you.”  22Indeed, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, 
23and those parts of the body that we consider less honorable we surround with greater 
honor, and our less presentable parts are treated with greater propriety, 24whereas our more 
presentable parts do not need this.  But God has so constructed the body as to give greater 
honor to a part that is without it, 25so that there may be no division in the body, but that the 
parts may have the same concern for one another.  26If (one) part suffers, all the parts suffer 
with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy.  27Now you are Christ’s body, and 
individually parts of it.  28Some people God has designated in the church to be, first, 
apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, 
assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues.  29Are all apostles?  Are all prophets?  
Are all teachers?  Do all work mighty deeds?  30Do all have gifts of healing?  Do all speak in 
tongues?  Do all interpret?  31Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.  But I shall show 
you a still more excellent way.  (1 Cor 12:12-31; Col 1:18; 2:18-20; Eph 1:22-23; 3:19; 4:13)

St. Paul



Images for the Church

Mystical Body of Christ
18He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things he himself might be preeminent. (Col 1:18)
18Let no one disqualify you, delighting in self-abasement and worship of angels, taking his 
stand on visions, inflated without reason by his fleshly mind, 19and not holding closely to the 
head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and bonds, 
achieves the growth that comes from God.  20If you died with Christ to the elemental powers 
of the world, why do you submit to regulations as if you were still living in the world?  
(Col 2:18-20)
22And he put all things beneath his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,
23which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. (Eph 1:22-23)
19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God. (Eph 3:19)
12to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until
we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to
the extent of the full stature of Christ, (Eph 4:13)

St. Paul



Images for the Church

Mystical Body of Christ (Eph 4:13)

St. Paul

Temple
9For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  10According 
to the grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and 
another is building upon it.  But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, 
11for no one can lay a foundation other than the one that is there, namely, Jesus 
Christ.  12If anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, or straw, 13the work of each will come to light, for the Day will 
disclose it.  It will be revealed with fire, and the fire (itself) will test the quality of 
each one’s work.  14If the work stands that someone built upon the foundation, that 
person will receive a wage.  15But if someone’s work is burned up, that one will 
suffer loss; the person will be saved, but only as through fire.  16Do you not know 
that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17If 
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person; for the temple of 
God, which you are, is holy.  18Let no one deceive himself.  If any one among you 
considers himself wise in this age, let him become a fool so as to become wise.  
19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in the eyes of God, for it is written: 
“He catches the wise in their own ruses,”  20and again: “The Lord knows the 
thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.”  21So let no one boast about human 
beings, for everything belongs to you, 22Paul or Apollos or Kephas, or the world or 
life or death, or the present or the future: all belong to you, 23and you to Christ, 
and Christ to God.  (1 Cor 3:9-22)



Images for the Church
Church … Vatican II (Second Vatican Council [1962-1965])

Pilgrim People of God (Lumen Gentium “Light of the Nations” [Dogmatic Constitution on the Church] Chapter II)
9. He therefore chose the race of Israel as a people unto Himself. … That messianic people has Christ for its head,
… The state of this people is that of the dignity and freedom of the sons of God, in whose hearts the Holy Spirit
dwells as in His temple. … the new Israel which while living in this present age … is called the Church of Christ.
11. Fortified by so many and such powerful means of salvation, all the faithful, whatever their condition or state, are
called by the Lord, each in his own way, to that perfect holiness whereby the Father Himself is perfect.
13. All men are called to belong to the new people of God. Wherefore this people, while remaining one and only
one, is to be spread throughout the whole world and must exist in all ages, so that the decree of God's will may be
fulfilled. … It follows that though there are many nations there is but one people of God, which takes its citizens from
every race, making them citizens of a kingdom which is of a heavenly rather than of an earthly nature. All the faithful,
scattered though they be throughout the world, are in communion with each other in the Holy Spirit,
14. … Catholic faithful. … Christ, present in the Church, is the one Mediator and the unique way of salvation.
16. … those who have not yet received the Gospel are related in various ways to the people of God. [Jews] … But
the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator. In the first place amongst these there are the
Mohammedans, who, professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore the one and merciful God, who on the
last day will judge mankind. Nor is God far distant from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, for it
is He who gives to all men life and breath and all things, and as Saviour wills that all men be saved. …. Or some there
are who, living and dying in this world without God, are exposed to final despair.
17. As the Son was sent by the Father, so He too sent the Apostles, saying: "Go, therefore, make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you. And behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of the world".
The Church has received this solemn mandate of Christ to proclaim the saving truth from the apostles and must carry
it out to the very ends of the earth.
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Mystical Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-31; Col 1:18; 2:18-20; Eph 1:22-23; 3:19; 4:13)

Temple (1 Cor 3:9-22)

St. Paul

Vine and the Branches (Jn 15:1-16)

Bridegroom and the Bride (Jn 3:29) (Rev 21:3  Rev 21:16)

Shepherd and the Sheep (Jn 10:1-10)

Church … Vatican II (Second Vatican Council [1962-1965])
Pilgrim People of God

(Lumen Gentium “Light of the Nations” [Dogmatic Constitution on the Church] Chapter II)



One

Four (4) Marks of the Church

Holy

Catholic

Apostolic



Apostles Creed Nicene Creed
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.12

11

(33 A.D.) (325 A.D.)



“This is the sole Church of Christ, which in the Creed we profess to be one,
holy, catholic and apostolic.”256

The Church is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic

256 LG 8.

These four characteristics, inseparably
linked with each other,257 indicate essential features of the Church and her
mission. The Church does not possess them of herself; it is Christ who,
through the Holy Spirit, makes his Church one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic, and it is he who calls her to realize each of these qualities.
(CCC #811)

257 Cf. DS 2888.











From the time of Diotrephes (3 John 1:9-10) there 
have been continual schisms, of which the 
greater number were in the East.  Arianism
produced a huge schism; the Nestorian and 
Monophysite schisms still last.  However, the 
Eastern Schism always means that most 
deplorable quarrel of which the final result 
is the separation of the vast majority of 
Eastern Christians from union with the 
Catholic Church, the schism that produced 
the separated, so-called “Orthodox” Church. 

East-West Schism (The Great Schism)

Great Western Schism - Western Church from 1378 to 1417
The schism began owing to the disputed election of Pope Urban VI in 1378. There were many reasons for the schism to 

erupt, but the chief one is usually ascribed to the effort of the French cardinals to retain the strong French influence over the 
papacy that had characterized parts of the 14th century. French cardinals rejected the election of the Italian Bartolomeo 
Prignano and instead chose Robert of Geneva who took the name of Clement VII and is counted among the antipopes. 

There followed various efforts to heal the schism, but these failed and, ultimately, there were three claimants to the 
papacy: the legitimate pope, Gregory XII and two antipopes, Benedict XIII and Alexander V. Alexander was succeeded as 
antipope by John XXIII (not, in any way to be confused with the legitimate pope and blessed of the 20th century). To find some resolution to the 
crisis, Emperor Sigismund and many Church leaders proposed a general council.  The result was the Council of 
Constance, 1414-1417. After long deliberations, the antipopes John and Benedict were deposed and Pope Gregory, for 
the good of the Church, voluntarily resigned.  Oddone Colonna was then elected and took the name Pope Martin V, at last 
ending the schism and uniting the Church. Avignon Papacy



Causes of the Protestant Reformation

1. Explosive Growth in Literacy (tremendous increase in the number of 
persons who could read).  Printing Press mid-15th Century
a. Johannes Gutenberg (1398 – 1468) 
b. 1447 – movable type  [Gutenberg born in German city of Mainz] 
c. 1455: Biblia Sacra

2. An Explosion of New Theological Ideas
3. Colleges & Universities and faculties of theology were 

springing up throughout Catholic Europe
4. Rise of Humanism (Renaissance Humanism … “ad fonts” … “to the 

sources”)
5. Rise of Individualism in Religion (Erasmus??)  Rise of 

Nationalism
6. Church in Desperate Need of Spiritual Reform 

(Indulgences)






