
FROM FR. MARK SEIKER … Jan. 2, 2022  
Life: An “Epiphany” of God … “Life is always a good.  
…  Why is life a good?  This question is found everywhere in the 
Bible, and from the very first pages it receives a powerful and 
amazing answer.  The life which God gives man is quite different 
from the life of all other living creatures, inasmuch as man, 
although formed from the dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7, 3:19; Job 34:15; 
Ps 103:14; 104:29), is a manifestation of God in the world, a sign of 
his presence, a trace of his glory (cf. Gen 1:26-27; Ps 8:6).  This is what 
Saint Irenaeus of Lyons wanted to emphasize in his celebrated 
definition: ‘Man, living man, is the glory of God’.  Man has been 
given a sublime dignity, based on the intimate bond which unites 
him to his Creator: in man there shines forth a reflection of God 
himself” (St. John Paul II, The Gospel of Life, n. 34).   
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS …  

The prayer intentions are entrusted to the Pope’s Worldwide 
Prayer Network, which Pope Francis officially established as a 
pontifical work on 17 November 2020. 

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network is a pontifical work 
with the mission of mobilizing Catholics through prayer and 
action, in the face of the challenges confronting humanity and the 
mission of the Church.  These challenges are addressed in the form 
of prayer intentions entrusted by the Pope to the entire Church.  Its 
mission is inscribed in the dynamic of the Heart of Jesus: a mission 
of compassion for the world. 

Formerly known as the Apostleship of Prayer, the network 
was born as a Jesuit initiative in 1844 in a house of formation for 
young Jesuits in Vals, in the south of France.  Fr. Francis Xavier 
Gautrelet SJ, the spiritual director of the young men, suggested 
them a way of being apostles and missionaries in their daily lives 
by offering to God everything they were doing and striving to be 
available to Jesus in order to carry out their everyday duties well. 

The fervour of the spiritual initiative spread far and wide in 
the Catholic Church and in 1890, Pope Leo XIII entrusted his 
monthly prayer intentions to the Apostleship of Prayer, assigning 
the job of running the network to the Jesuits.  In 1915, its youth 
section, the Eucharistic Crusade, was born, today known as the 
Eucharistic Youth Movement. 

In 2016, Pope Francis renamed the Apostleship of Prayer as 
the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network.  He raised it to the status 
of a pontifical work in 2018 and made it a Vatican Foundation with 
a canonical and juridical status in 2020.  The Network, with its 
headquarters in Vatican City Jesuits, continues to be led by the 
Jesuits.  

In recent years, the Network has been popularizing the Pope’s 
monthly prayer intentions through its Video of the Pope, across its 
presence in 98 countries with more than 35 million Catholic 
members.  
(January)  For True Human Fraternity:  We pray for 
all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may 
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being 
brothers and sisters in the human family.   
RCIA Classes … (Inquiry class in Faith) on Mondays in the 
Parish Hall, 7:00pm – 9:00pm.  Classes for Catholics & non-Catholics.  
Come, learn more about your faith.  It is possible to participate in RCIA 
through ZOOM.  Meeting ID: 629 734 5912; Passcode: RCIA2021.   
The Christmas Season … lasts from the Christmas Vigil 
Mass on Christmas Eve to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Jan. 10).  
It has been a custom of the Church to celebrate ADVENT during the 
Advent Season without any Christmas decorations, & to celebrate 
CHRISTMAS during the Christmas Season, by leaving the manger scene 
& trees up until the end of the Christmas Season (Jan 9).  May we all walk 
the path of God, not the path of man!  May each of you have a HOLY 
Christmas season and a Blessed New Year! 

New LED Lights in Church Nave … for a 
number of months, some of our parishioners have been  looking 
for other options of light bulbs to replace the fluorescent light 
bulbs that were on the “ledge” on the right and left side of the 
Nave (where the pews are and the people set) above the Stations of the 
Cross.  This past week (Tue., Dec. 28 and Thu., Dec. 30), one of the 
workers from Juzyk Electric from Aurora removed the old 
fluorescent fixtures and lights and installed eighteen (18) new 
40 watt LED lights which are able to be dimmed when needed.  
These lights use 35% of the energy of the previous fluorescent 
lights.  The approximate cost of the lights and installation is 
about $3,650.00.  It is hoped that parishioners will like the 
looks of these new lights and especially that the light will be 
better, as well as more efficient and economical.   
New HVAC “hotel type unit” in SW Sacristy … 
sometime during the 2021 Summer months, the little HVAC 
unit in the SW Sacristy quick working.  We are not sure how 
long that unit has been in the Church, but it is definitely before 
the 2014 remodel or “flip” of the Church.  Jerry’s Sheet Metal 
Heating-Cooling from Grand Island, gave us a $200 Church 
discount on a new Amana unit.  The whole unit cost us $750.00 
and parishioners installed it for us.  
FORMED.ORG … St. Mary Parish and St. Joseph Parish 
have had a joint subscription to FORMED.ORG for a number of years.  If 
you have NOT logged into or signed up at FORMED.ORG, it is really easy 
to do.  In your web browser go to www.formed.org/  Click Sign Up.  From 
the three options choose Parishioner.  Click Create a New Account.  Enter 
the Aurora Zip Code (68818).  Click Find.  Click Next.  Enter your Name 
and your email address.  Click Sign Up.  If you were ever signed up 
before, you are still only into the system one time.  Please Bookmark this 
page, & the next time you come to the FORMED.ORG page, click on Sign 
In.  There are many great Catholic programs, videos, audios, ebooks.  
Rediscover Your Marriage … Retrouvaille 
(pronounced retro-vi) simply means ‘rediscovery’.  The program 
offers the chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a loving 
relationship in your marriage.  Tens of thousands headed for 
divorce have successfully saved their marriages by attending.  
Retrouvaille is a not spiritual retreat, not a sensitivity group, not a 
seminar, not a social gathering.  Retrouvaille helps couples 
through difficult times in their marriages.  It is designed to provide 
the tools to help get your marriage back on track.  It will give you 
the opportunity to rediscover each other and examine your lives 
together in a new and positive way.  This program has helped tens 
or thousands of couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels 
including disillusionment and deep misery.  For confidential 
information about or to register for the February program 
beginning with a weekend on February 11-13, 2022, call 1-888-
317-5654 or 308-986-2351 or www.retrouvaille.org on the web.  
A Catechism in Song … Did you ever wonder why the 
carol “A Partridge in a Pear Tree” is sung at Christmas?  It’s 
because the twelve days between Christmas & Epiphany (originally 
Epiphany was always on Jan. 6), were used by the English Catholics in 
1558 after the religious persecutions, to explain their faith without 
exciting suspicion.  The “true love” of the carol is God; the 
partridge is a symbol of Christ.  The two turtle doves represent the 
sacrifice Jewish parents made in the Temple -- the Mass is the new 
sacrifice.  The three French hens symbolize the Magi and their 
gifts, but also Faith, Hope, and Charity, the prime virtues.  Four 
calling birds mean the four Gospels, while the five gold rings hint 
at the first five books of the Bible.  The six geese a-laying are the 
six days of creation.  The seven swans a-swimming are the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit & the seven works of mercy.  The eight 
milk maids are the eight beatitudes, while the nine ladies dancing 
are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit.  The ten lords a-leaping 
symbolize the ten commandments & the eleven pipers, the eleven 
apostles without Judas. The twelve drummers point to the twelve 
(Articles) beliefs of the Apostles’ Creed.  How is that for a Catechism? 


