
FROM FR. MARK SEIKER … Jan. 9, 2022  
Baptism and Life … “Whoever is moved by love begins 
to perceive what “life” really is.  He begins to perceive the 
meaning of the word of hope that we encountered in the Baptismal 
Rite: from faith I await “eternal life” - the true life which, whole 
and unthreatened, in all its fullness, is simply life.  Jesus, who said 
that he had come so that we might have life and have it in its 
fullness, in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10), has also explained to us what 
“life” means: “this is eternal life, that they know you the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (Jn 17:3).  Life in its 
true sense is not something we have exclusively in or from 
ourselves: it is a relationship.  And life in its totality is a 
relationship with him who is the source of life.  If we are in relation 
with him who does not die, who is Life itself and Love itself, then 
we are in life.  Then we ‘live’” – Pope Benedict XVI, Encyclical on Hope, 
November 30, 2007.   
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS …  

The prayer intentions are entrusted to the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network, which Pope Francis officially established as a pontifical work on 
17 November 2020. 

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network is a pontifical work with the 
mission of mobilizing Catholics through prayer and action, in the face of 
the challenges confronting humanity and the mission of the Church.  
These challenges are addressed in the form of prayer intentions 
entrusted by the Pope to the entire Church.  Its mission is inscribed in the 
dynamic of the Heart of Jesus: a mission of compassion for the world. 

Formerly known as the Apostleship of Prayer, the network was born 
as a Jesuit initiative in 1844 in a house of formation for young Jesuits in 
Vals, in the south of France.  Fr. Francis Xavier Gautrelet SJ, the spiritual 
director of the young men, suggested them a way of being apostles and 
missionaries in their daily lives by offering to God everything they were 
doing and striving to be available to Jesus in order to carry out their 
everyday duties well. 

The fervour of the spiritual initiative spread far and wide in the 
Catholic Church and in 1890, Pope Leo XIII entrusted his monthly prayer 
intentions to the Apostleship of Prayer, assigning the job of running the 
network to the Jesuits.  In 1915, its youth section, the Eucharistic 
Crusade, was born, today known as the Eucharistic Youth Movement. 

In 2016, Pope Francis renamed the Apostleship of Prayer as the 
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network.  He raised it to the status of a 
pontifical work in 2018 and made it a Vatican Foundation with a canonical 
and juridical status in 2020.  The Network, with its headquarters in Vatican 
City Jesuits, continues to be led by the Jesuits.  

In recent years, the Network has been popularizing the Pope’s 
monthly prayer intentions through its Video of the Pope, across its 
presence in 98 countries with more than 35 million Catholic members.   
(January)  For True Human Fraternity:  We pray for 
all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may 
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being 
brothers and sisters in the human family.   
RCIA Classes … (Inquiry class in Faith) on Mondays in the 
Parish Hall, 7:00pm – 9:00pm.  Classes for Catholics & non-Catholics.  
Come, learn more about your faith.  It is possible to participate in RCIA 
through ZOOM.  Meeting ID: 629 734 5912; Passcode: RCIA2021.   
Ordinary Time … the Christmas Season ends on 
January 9, as we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  
Monday, begins the Season of Ordinary Time.  When we allow 
the Lord’s graces which we have received during the Christmas 
Season to change us and fill us with His light, we then are better 
able to living extraordinary lives of virtue and grace, relying on 
God and not on ourselves and allowing Him to work through 
us to others that we meet each day. 

New LED Lights in Church Nave … for a 
number of months, some of our parishioners have been  looking 
for other options of light bulbs to replace the fluorescent light 
bulbs that were on the “ledge” on the right and left side of the 
Nave (where the pews are and the people set) above the Stations of the 
Cross.  This past week (Tue., Dec. 28 and Thu., Dec. 30), one of the 
workers from Juzyk Electric from Aurora removed the old 
fluorescent fixtures and lights and installed eighteen (18) new 
40 watt LED lights which are able to be dimmed when needed.  
These lights use 35% of the energy of the previous fluorescent 
lights.  The approximate cost of the lights and installation is 
about $3,650.00.  It is hoped that parishioners will like the 
looks of these new lights and especially that the light will be 
better, as well as more efficient and economical.    
New HVAC “hotel type unit” in SW Sacristy … 
sometime during the 2021 Summer months, the little HVAC 
unit in the SW Sacristy quick working.  We are not sure how 
long that unit has been in the Church, but it is definitely before 
the 2014 remodel or “flip” of the Church.  Jerry’s Sheet Metal 
Heating-Cooling from Grand Island, gave us a $200 Church 
discount on a new Amana unit.  The whole unit cost us $750.00 
and parishioners installed it for us.   
FORMED.ORG … St. Mary Parish and St. Joseph Parish 
have had a joint subscription to FORMED.ORG for a number of years.  If 
you have NOT logged into or signed up at FORMED.ORG, it is really easy 
to do.  In your web browser go to www.formed.org/  Click Sign Up.  From 
the three options choose Parishioner.  Click Create a New Account.  Enter 
the Aurora Zip Code (68818).  Click Find.  Click Next.  Enter your Name 
and your email address.  Click Sign Up.  If you were ever signed up 
before, you are still only into the system one time.  Please Bookmark this 
page, & the next time you come to the FORMED.ORG page, click on Sign 
In.  There are many great Catholic programs, videos, audios, ebooks.   
Marriage Saving – the Weekend Phase … 
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) simply means 
‘rediscovery’.  During the weekend phase of Retrouvaille a 
series of presentations are given by a team of three couples and 
a priest.  The team presents a technique of communication that 
enables you to take a good look at most areas of your 
relationship.  After each presentation you have time in the 
privacy of your room to discuss the previous presentation.  For 
confidential information about or to register for the February 
program beginning with a weekend on February 11-13, 2022, 
call 1-888-317-5654 or 308-986-2351 or www.retrouvaille.org 
on the web.   
Nebraska Walk for Life … The 49th Annual Nebraska 
Walk for Life will be held on Saturday, January 29, 2022.  The outdoor 
event begins on the north steps of the State Capitol at 10:00am where 
there will be speakers & greetings from elected officials.  The Walk 
proceed to Newman Center (16th & Q St).  Guest Speaker, Ashley Bratcher, 
Award-winning actress of “Unplanned” and “Princess Cut”.  Ashley 
starred in “Unplanned” despite being told that Hollywood would blacklist 
her for doing an openly pro-life role.  Later, when Hollywood stars 
threatened to boycott her home state of Georgia because of a new pro-
life law, Ashley fought back, even calling boycott leader Alyssa Milano 
personally.  In addition, Ashley, whose own mother visited an abortion 
clinic before changing her mind and carrying her to term, has partnered 
with Heartbeat International for a scholarship program so women with 
unplanned pregnancies can continue their education. 

Come support the pro-life cause and listen to this brave woman’s 
heart-lifting story!  For more information, see www.nebraskarighttolife.org or 
call 402-438-4802. 


