
FROM FR. MARK SEIKER … Mar. 6, 2022  
COVID-19 Concerns and Caution … due to the rise 
in Community Transmission Dial and the difficulties in having enough 
hospital beds for persons who are sick with various illnesses, we are 
invited to consider keeping a “social distance” and/or wearing a mask 
during Saturday/Sunday Masses.   

At St. Mary Church, one of the projectors will be turned on in the 
Parish Hall & chairs have been set up (spaced a distance from other chairs).  
Fr. Seiker will be wearing a mask while distributing Holy Communion.   
Lent and Life … “By our gracious gift each year, your 
faithful await the sacred paschal feasts with the joy of minds 
made pure” (Preface of Lent 1).  The purpose of Lent is succinctly 
expressed by this preface.  Catechumens prepare for baptism 
into the paschal mystery.  The faithful are reminded of their 
baptism, and will renew their baptismal vows at the Easter 
liturgy.  Baptism initiates us into the eternal life Christ gives 
us.  The baptized are sons and daughters of God and are 
members of the Church, the People of Life. 

The choices of the baptized are therefore to be shaped by 
their new identity (see Rom 6:6; Eph. 4:17-24).  Christ calls the 
Samaritan woman to repent as she accepts the waters of new 
life (see John 4:15-24).  Lenten repentance is necessary so that 
God's people may more deeply become who they are.  They are 
called to see their sins more clearly.  Hence baptism is known 
as “illumination.” 

Anyone who makes the Lenten journey is called to be more 
alert to the attacks on human life and dignity around them.  The 
people of life are called to reject sin and all the devil’s works 
and empty promises (Renewal of Baptismal Promises, Easter Liturgy).  
The “pro-choice” and “right to die” mentalities are two of those 
“empty promises” which are firmly rejected by the baptized.  A 
firm rejection of these positions is integral to repentance.  Lent 
is the perfect time for us to call our congregations to a clearer 
understanding of why this is true, and to lead them to a deeper 
affirmation of life, both natural and eternal, in the celebration 
of the Paschal Mystery.     
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS …  
March:  For a Christian response to bioethical 
challenges:  We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may 
they continue to defend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action.   
FORMED.ORG … St. Mary Parish and St. Joseph Parish 
have had a joint subscription to FORMED.ORG for a number of years.  If 
you have NOT logged into or signed up at FORMED.ORG, it is really easy 
to do.  In your web browser go to www.formed.org/  Click Sign Up.  From 
the three options choose Parishioner.  Click Create a New Account.  Enter 
the Aurora Zip Code (68818).  Click Find.  Click Next.  Enter your Name 
and your email address.  Click Sign Up.  If you were ever signed up 
before, you are still only into the system one time.  Please Bookmark this 
page, & the next time you come to the FORMED.ORG page, click on Sign 
In.  There are many great Catholic programs, videos, audios, ebooks.   
RCIA Classes … (Inquiry class in Faith) on Mondays in the 
Parish Hall, 7:00pm – 9:00pm.  Classes for Catholics & non-Catholics.  
Come, learn more about your faith.  It is possible to participate in RCIA 
through ZOOM.  Meeting ID: 629 734 5912; Passcode: RCIA2021.   
Congratulations New Acolytes ... Michael 
Bullerman, Jesse Hines, Kurt Johnson, and Jason Schneider 
were installed as Acolytes by Bishop Conley, on Saturday, 
February 19.  We welcome them to the service of God’s people 
in St. Mary Parish. 

The Search … The Search from FORMED is an 
innovative video-based journey that tackles the key 
questions of every human heart.  In seven beautifully filmed 
episodes, Chris Stefanick and experts from the fields of 
science, medicine, psychology, art, and religion examine our 
place in the larger story of existence.  Watch the trailer on 
St. Mary webpage (https://stmarysaurora.org/).  Please come to 
spend time sharing your faith with other Catholics and learn 
from the presenters & other parishioners.  The cost of each 
participate guide is $10.00.   

For each of the seven (7) weeks, there will be three options 
of when you can participate.  You may come to any of the three 
sessions in person, or you may ZOOM into the Session.  It is 
possible to participate in “The Search” through ZOOM.  Meeting ID: 629 
734 5912; Passcode: Search2022. 
Note: On Thursdays & Friday, there will be 7:00pm Stations of the Cross 
in Church, followed by The Search (7:30pm) in the Hall. (come to one or both)  

 7:00pm – 8:15 / 8:30pm 7:00pm 
St. Mary 

7:30pm 
St. Mary 

7:30pm 
St. Joseph 

#1 What Do You 
Seek? 

Thursday 
Mar. 3 

(7:30pm) 

Saturday 
Mar. 5 
(7:00pm) 

Friday 
Mar. 4 

#2 Who Are You? Tuesday 
Mar. 8 

Saturday 
Mar. 12 
(7:00pm) 

Friday 
Mar. 11 

#3 Why a God? Tuesday 
Mar. 15 

Thursday 
Mar. 17 

Friday 
Mar. 18 

#4 What’s Our Story? Tuesday 
Mar. 22 

Thursday 
Mar. 24 

Friday 
Mar. 25 

#5 Who is Jesus? Tuesday 
Mar. 29 

Thursday 
Mar. 31 

Friday 
Apr. 1 

#6 Am I Saved? Tuesday 
Apr. 5 

Thursday 
Apr. 7 

Friday 
Apr. 8 

Will Not Meet in Holy Week (April 10 - 16) 

#7 Why a Church? Tuesday 
Apr. 19 

Thursday 
Apr. 21 
(7:00pm) 

Friday 
Apr. 22 
(7:00pm)  

Southern Nebraska Register ... In your Jan–Feb packet 
of envelopes, there is an envelope for the Southern Nebraska Register.  
The subscription rate for the Southern Nebraska Register is $15.00 for 
one year.  At $15.00, this is an incredible bargain.  Please use the 
envelope for your subscription to the Register.  If you are not receiving 
your copy, please let the office know so we can add you to the list.  Please 
make checks payable to St. Mary Church or St. Joseph Church.  
SOUND SYSTEM UPDATE … For a number of 
months (since July / August 2021), Andrew Ostdiek & Father Seiker have 
been working on possible upgrades to the Sound System.  With the 
recommendation of the Parish Council and the permission of Bishop 
Conley, St. Mary Church has entered into a contract with Electronic 
Contracting Company of Lincoln (branch of Omaha), for an AV System 
Upgrade to our Church and Hall sound system as specified by 
Diversified Design Group Inc (from Lincoln) for a cost of $45,943.55 
(which includes the base bid of $38,600.03, and Alternate #1 [wireless 
microphones] at a cost of $2,309.86 and Alternate #2 [two (2) 86-inch LG TV’s for 
the Hall to replace the existing projectors] at a cost of $5,033.66) to update our 
existing sound system.  This project will be paid for with money that is 
available in the Parish Checking Account.  However, if anyone would like 
to make a donation to help with the cost, please use the envelope stapled 
to last week’s bulletin insert or available on the table by the Bulletins.   
MagnifiKID ... This is a monthly publication similar to 
Magnificat but for children 6 to 12.  Copies of MagnifiKID are 
available on the table in the Hall for FREE!   
Consider Praying at Daily Mass during Lent … 
join in the best prayer of all … the Mass. In addition to the 
regular Mass schedule, on most Friday evenings during Lent 
there will be a 5:30pm Friday Mass at St. Mary Church. 


