
 

Saint Mary’s Church 
Office: 
15164 Juniper Dr.—Marne, Mi 49435 
Office: 616-677-3934 / Fax: 616.677.5866 
Parish Hall: 616.677.5065  /  www.saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Our Cluster Parish: St Michael’s—Coopersville, MI 49404 
616.384.4026 / www.saintmichaels.us 
 

Pastor: Rev. Anton Tran / fratran@grpriests.org 
 

Parish Secretary:  Cathie VanGessel / secretary@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Business Manager: Todd Kline / businessmanager@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Pastoral Minister, RCIA and Marriage Programs,  
Director of Cemetery :  Dr. Allan Ten Eyck / ateneyck@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation:  Kim Lothschutz / kimlothschutz57@gmail.com 
 

Youth Minister—EDGE grade 6–8 /Life Teen grade 9-12 
Craig Bleckley / youthministry@saintmichaels.us 
 

Adult Faith Formation:   Rev. Anton Tran, Dr. Allan Ten Eyck 
 

Organist & Choir Director: John Vesbit 616.453.6689 
 

Martha League: Parish Office: 616.677.3934 
(assistance with meals during illness or injury) 
 

Pastoral Council:  Sharon Davis, Cheryle DeVries, Wendy Reffeor, Georgia Noel, Sarah 
Russell, Vito Dolci 
 

Finance Council: Arlyn Doornbos, Angie Hanks, Ruth Kasul,                                                              
Todd Kline, Cindy Sabo, Barb Forseman, Lois Lothschutz  
 

Care and Visitation of the Sick:  Parish Office: 677.3934 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saint Mary’s- 
Saturday 4:00 PM—5:00 PM (or anytime by appt.) 
Saint Michael’s–   
Wednesday 3:00 PM—4:00 PM (or anytime by appt.) 
 

Sacraments of Baptism & Matrimony:  
Parish Office-616.677.3934 
 

Mass Schedule:   
Saint Mary’s- Saturday 4:00 PM  /  Sunday 11:00 AM 
Tuesday 9AM  - Adoration begins after Mass until 4:00 pm 
Thursday 9:00 AM   
Saint Michael’s– Sunday 7:30 AM & 9:00 AM 
Wednesday 9AM - Adoration begins after Mass until 5:00 pm  
Friday 9:00 AM  
 

Prayer Line:  Parish Office 616.677.3934 or Linda at 677.3269 for evening requests call 
Darlene 616.453.0157 or bfa1414@yahoo.com 
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Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael. 

St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers for next week. 
Dec 20 7:30 a.m. Mass 9:00 a.m. Mass 

Altar  
Servers 

Mark Borek 
Kaisee Jonio 
Will Reames 

Eli Veneklase 
Lauren Sommers 
Grant Sommers 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Amy Hehl 
Amy Anderson-Tolar 
Anne Rumptz 
Dave Reames 
Jeremy Cusick 
Julie Reames 
NEED 1 MORE 

Cindy Bleckley 
Marissa Bleckley 
Greg Helsen 
Karen Helsen 
Lauren Helsen 
Peyton Helsen 
Maureen Russell 

Greeters 
Dave Tolar 
Amy Anderson-Tolar 

Jo Reens 
Carol Reens 

Lector Julie Reames Carol Reens 

Sacristan Amy Hehl Cindy Bleckley 

Ushers 

Peter Nielsen 
Tom Rumptz 
Dave Tronovich 
Deb Tronovich 

Herb Schoenborn 
Connor Helsen 
Greg Helsen 
Simon LeMieux 

Music Craig Bleckley Craig Bleckley 

Submissions to the bulletin must be made in writing and sent via 
mail or email to secretary@saintmichaels.us or  
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org.  The deadline is Monday at noon 
for the following Sunday’s Bulletin. Thank you! 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 
MA=St. Mary’s      MI=St. Michael’s 

Saturday December 12 

  4:00 p.m. MA  Bob Byrne by Mary Byrne 

Sunday December 13 
  7:30 a.m. MI    For our Parish Family 

  9:00 a.m. MI  Rodney Meeker by Steve & Eloise Carew 

  11:00 a.m. MA   For those on St Mary’s Prayer Line 

Monday December 14—No Mass 

Tuesday December 15—No Mass 
  9:00 a.m. MA –Communion & Prayer Service 
 Adoration begins after Mass until 4:00 p.m. 

  7:00 p.m. MI  For our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday December 16—No Mass 
  9:00 a.m. MI   Communion & Prayer Service  

Adoration begins after Mass until 5:00 p.m. 

Thursday December 17 
  9:00 a.m. MA  For our Parish Family 

 
Friday December 18 
  9:00 a.m. MI  Ladonna Whitman Jonio  

                          by Roger & Madonna hitman 
 

Saturday December 19 
  4:00 p.m. MA  Don Wiest by Margaret Wiest 

 
Sunday December 20 
  7:30 a.m. MI  Ken Laug by Mary Ann Laug 
  9:00 a.m. MI  Bob & Erika Schmidt  

                          by Jack & Janet Riordan 
 
 

MA  For our Parish Family 

December 13, 2015 
3rd  Sunday in Advent 

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2015 
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 
 Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3,4,5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 
Monday Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9; 
 Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 
 and 23; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, and 10, 
 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17 
Friday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
 Lk 1:5-25 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 
 Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers for next week. 

 Dec 19— 4:00 pm                    Dec 20— 11:00 am  

Altar  
Servers 

Michael Wood 
Jack Kluting 

Alicia Rogers 
Danny Rogers 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 
Host 

Rita Carmody 
Vito Dolci 
Cindy Sabo 

Lynn Schoenborn 
Dave Benedetti 
Vicki Benedetti 

Eucharistic 
Ministers  
Cup 

Allan TenEyck 
Don Fritz 
Edna May 
Jim May 

Donna Raap 
Cheryle DeVries 
Rick DeVries 
Sharon Kailing 

Hospitality 
Ministers 

Jim Schwallier 
Joyce Schwallier 
Matt Karr 
Jeff Schnieder 
Duane Jingle 
Jon Long 

Leo Raap 
Jim Looks 
Marian Looks 
Wendy Reffeor 
Mary Hendershot 
Mary Rose Johnson 

Lector 1 Nancy Fritz Gary Karr 

Lector 2 Kurt Kline Vince Schoenborn 

Donuts n/a Mike & Sherry Magnotta 

Music Maureen Carmody John Vesbit / Choir 

BISHOP DAVID J. WALKOWIAK ASKS US TO  

 PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS 
 

Loving God, Raise up dedicated leaders who will 
shepherd your people and guide them to your Son.  
Give generous and willing hearts to the seminarians 
of our Diocese who have heard your call to live a life 
of service to the Church.  Help us to encourage and 
support them as they strive to become priests who 
are models of discipleship, possessors of wisdom 
and on fire with love for your people. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

We especially pray for: Colin J. Mulhill 



ST. MARY’S PARISH NEWS PLEASE REMEMBER THESE ST. MARY’S 

Third Sunday of Advent December 13, 2015 

Diane Barron, William Brown, Gordy Dietrich, Pat Goodwin, 
Doris Kowalczyk, Jon Perrin, Jim Poley, Mabel Siemen,               
Kathleen Sobie, and the personal intentions that St Mary’s 
Parish parishioners hold close to their hearts.  If you or a 
loved one would like to be added to this prayer list, please 
contact the parish office at 677.3934 or Linda at 677.3269 for 
evening requests call Darlene 616.453.0157 or email: 
bfa1414@yahoo.com 

Visit www.saintmarysmarne.org for all church            
happenings! “Like” St. Mary’s  Catholic Church—
Marne  on  Facebook and  “Follow “ us on Twitter. 

DATE EVENT 

Dec 13 K of C Community Breakfast  

Dec 14 Icons of God’s Mercy: Emmanuel, Pope     
Francis and You / Fr. Phil Shangraw Presenta-
tion followed by Refreshments & Discussion 

Dec 16 Ferguson Apartment Christmas Delivery 

Dec 17 Reconciliation Service (at St Michaels) 

Dec 31 New Years Eve Dance / Parish Hall 

Jan  10, 2016 Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

Jan 30, 2016 BINGO in the Parish Hall 

Jan 30/31, 2016 Blessing of the Throats after Masses 

Feb 6, 2016 Valentine Dinner & Dance / Parish Hall 

Feb 19, 2016 Healing Mass (at St Michaels) 

Feb 27, 2016 BINGO in the Parish Hall 

Mar 19, 2016 Soup Supper 

ST MARY’S FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

PRESCHOOL & Kindergarten Sunday 11:00AM                                                                               
GRADES 1-7  Wed 6:15 – 7:30 PM  
GRADE 8 ~ Confirmation Prep classes                                             
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. at St. Mary's Community Room .  
 

“Like”  St. Mary's-Marne Religious Education 
on FACE BOOK &  “follow”  on  TWITTER  
@StMarysRelEd 
 
All Saint Mary’s 6th grade  through 12th grader are welcome to 
join YOUTH MINISTRY LifeTeen & Middle School.                                        
The groups meet on Sundays at St Michaels 
Middle School-4:30 pm—6:00 pm /                                                      
High School-7:00pm—8:30pm 
See Cluster Page for More Information! 

Giving Back to God 

SAVE THE DATES 

ST MARY’S NEW YEARS EVE DANCE                                                                                 
Tickets: $60.00 a Couple, Price includes: Hot & Cold Appetizer 
Buffet, Beer & Wine, Soda, Party Favors and  Music Provided 
by The Shotman Band! FRIENDS & FAMILY WELCOME                              
(must be 21 to attend) Tickets available to purchase at the 
Parish Office or after Masses                                                                     
(Come As You Are ~ No Dress Code) 

Ticket Sales end Dec 20! Get yours now! 

Communal Reconciliation Service with individual con-
fession and absolution will be at 7PM  on Thursday,                           
December 17 at St. Michael’s. There will be other 
priests from the area joining us to allow everyone in                     
attendance to receive absolution.  Everyone is welcome to 
come receive the forgiveness that God so desperately 
wants to give you!!! 

Advent - Waiting for Jesus - the annual Religious      
Education Christmas Program  will be held on Wed, 
Dec 16th beginning at 6:15 p.m.  This is a regular class 
night and parents and/or grandparents are invited to                 
participate in the various activities selected to prepare         
ourselves for the season of repentance and joy! 

St. Mary’s Contributions from Dec 5/6 

Adult  (162) $7057.00 

Loose $325.11 
Total $7382.11  

Capital Improvement $83.00  
Thank you for your continued support!  

Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs Time spent driving to 
and from work, doing dishes, or just relaxing could be time 
used for spiritual growth. Our church now has over 50 titles 
of Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs available in the narthex 
for free borrowing. With a variety of inspirational and                   
educational speakers and a wide array of topics, there is 
something to assist everyone on their faith journey. Check 
out the collection! 

VOLUNTEERS FOR GODS KITCHEN                                        
Volunteers are needed from 10AM to 2PM,                     
Jan 9, Feb 13, Mar 12 & Apr 9. Sign-Up forms 
available in the Narthex.    

Good news! We added an Advent button to our phone 
app! These daily reflections along with the 
Mass readings in the READINGS button are a 
great way to prepare our lives for the coming 
of Our Lord.  PLEASE NOTE:  To get it you 
will need to tap the three horizontal lines top 
left, tap "change parish" and select St. Mary's again. 

SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday, Feb 6 ~              
Valentine’s Dinner & Dance—                        
Watch for more information to come.  

THE SAINT MARY’S ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY   
would like to THANK everyone who attended and who made 
donations to the 41st Annual Christmas by Candlelight  Dinner. 
A great time was had by all . Because of your generosity, 
$450.00 will be sent to Coopersville Cares, and 
$450.00 will be sent to Kids Food Basket.                       
Congratulations to Ruth Brown who was the Grand 
Prize Winner of the Quilt!  Special Thanks to                   
Fr. Anton for his blessings, and to all of the                    
volunteers for your hard work.  We are looking for 
additional volunteers next year. If you are interested 
in helping at this event, please contact the Parish Office.  



Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY (YM)2 

St. Michael’s Council #9909 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS:  

The St. Michael’s Knights meets on the 
1st Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 

ST. MICHAEL’S SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

PHIL’S LAWN SERVICE 
Lawn Care & Snowplowing 
Nunica, MI  -  616-292-1587 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN! 

CLUSTER  NEWS 

PRAY FOR OUR ENGAGED COUPLES  

Cara Schmidt & Justin Allison / June 18, 2016 (St. Michael) 
Kelli Bouchard & Doug Ferguson / Sep 30, 2016 (St. Michael) 
Lindsi VanGessel & Trevor Shillinger / Oct 1, 2016 (St Mary) 
Elizabeth DeWitt & Kenneth Emery / Oct 15, 2016 (St Mary) 
Lindsay Latimer & Aaron DeVos / Oct 22, 2016 (St Mary) 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY... 

Lifeteen this Sunday—7pm—St. Michael’s 
(There will be no Lifeteen on Dec 20 or 27) 
 

High School Service opportunities:  
 

December 13—after 11:00 Mass at St. Mary’s – help sort 
gifts for Ferguson Apt Christmas 
 

December 16 – Ferguson Apartment Christmas Celebration 
(meet at St. Mary’s at 6pm)   

Communal Reconciliation Service with individ-

ual confession and absolution will be Thursday, December 
17 at 7:00 pm at St. Michael’s.  There will be other priests 
from the area joining us to allow everyone in attendance to 
receive absolution.  Everyone is welcome to come receive 
the forgiveness that God so desperately wants to give you!!! 

ICONS OF GOD’S  MERCY:                                                             
Emmanuel, Pope Francis and You                            
Dec 14, 2015 ~ 7PM / St Mary’s Church-Marne 
Just in time for Christmas, Pope Francis has 
declared a Jubilee Year of Mercy. Here is a  
present you can give yourself: Discover again a 
God who is kind and merciful in the pages of 
the Old Testament and the Gospels, in the 
teachings and ministry of Pope Francis, and in 
the compassion of the parishioners of St Mary’s 
& St Michael’s. Fr. Phil Shangraw is a priest of 
the Diocese of Grand Rapids who lives like a 
monk and serves as needed in parishes around 
our diocese. He is highly sought after for his ability to inspire. 
The evening will begin with Evening Prayer, followed by Father 
Shangraw’s presentation and will conclude with refreshments 
and discussion.  Everyone in the community is invited to attend 
this FREE event!               

Christmas & New Year Mass Schedule 
Dec 24—4PM St Mary with Fr Anton / Music St Mary’s Band 
Dec 24—4PM St Michael with Fr Mel Fox / Children’s Choir 
Dec 24—9PM St Mary with Fr Anton / Music Adult Choir 
Dec 25—12AM (Midnight) St Michael, Fr Anton / Adult Choir  
Dec 25—9AM St Mary with Fr Anton / Music Children’s Choir 
Dec 31—6PM St Mary with Fr Norm Droski 
Jan 1—   9AM St Michael with Fr Norm Droski  

Liturgical Ministers needed for Christmas Eve &                          
Christmas Day! AT BOTH PARISHES                                                

Please call Your Parish Office if you can Help or 
Sign up On-Line. Thank You. 

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus Council # 11581 

The Knights meet on the 1st Thursday of the month at 
8:00PM.  For more info please contact Grand Knight: 
Chris Booth: cboothx6@gmail.com.  

Community Breakfast-Dec 13                                                         
The menu is French toast, scrambled eggs, potatoes, 
Sobie’s sausage & ham, Jose’s homemade salsa, & 
Lori’s homemade applesauce.   

Church Chuckle   

Q. What did Adam say on the day before Christmas?  
A. It's Christmas, Eve.  

Day of Reflection for Men- Join other Men at Mara-

natha Conference Center in Muskegon on Saturday, Janu-
ary 9 from 9-3 p.m. for a Mini-Retreat with Father Phil 
Shangraw. The titled of the day is "A Year of Mercy with St. 
Luke, Pope Francis and You." The cost is $20 and includes 
lunch. We will begin with Mass, hear inspiring talks and 
have time for personal prayer. For questions or to register, 
call Pam Hill at 616-842-8230, Ext. 125. Sponsored by St. 
Patrick-St. Anthony Parish, Grand Haven. 

Cub Scout Retreat: On Saturday, January 9, the 

Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting will host a spir-
itual enrichment retreat for cub scouts and their families, 
from 8:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. at St. Ann’s Home (2161 Leonard 
NW, Grand Rapids). Lunch will be provided. This event is 
also open to Girl Scouts and American Heritage Girls.  Ad-
vanced registration is encouraged. For registration and 
more details, see our web site at Grand Rapids Catholic 
Committee on Scouting – www.grccscouting.org.  You can 
also contact, Bob Ungrey, Cub Scout Retreat Chair by 
phone, 616-824-8718 or email, bobungrey@ymail.com.   

ST. MARY’S SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
THE PICKLE BACK 

Your Neighborhood Bar 
Downtown Marne, 616.677.5180 

 THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN! 

tel:616-842-8230%2C%20Ext.%20121
http://www.grccscouting.org
mailto:bobungrey@ymail.com


Preschool meets M/W/F from 8:45—11:45 
a.m.  See the insert in the bulletin this week-
end for a glimpse of what Preschool has been 
doing. For more info, please call our  Pre-
school Director, Annette Lown at 616-384-4026. 

St. Michael’s Parish family remembers in their prayers:  
Bill Corner, Rose Vargo, Margaret Langlois, Erin Plagge-
mars, Al Spencer, Marcia Meyers, Ruth Langlois,  Alexandria 
Gordon, Charles Benkert, George and Gladys Langlois, 
Brooke Campbell, Linda Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, the 
victims of  abortion,  the men and women in the military. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 

ST. MICHAEL’S PRESCHOOL NEWS 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH NEWS 

St. Michael’s Capital  
Campaign for our 
Building Fund  

Thank you to everyone who already made a dona-
tion or pledge. We have received $209,189.00 so 
far.  Our goal is to raise $250,000.00.  The Monthly 
Orange Building Fund Envelopes also go into 
this campaign.  We are getting closer to our goal!  
Please turn in your pledge card if you have not 
already done so. 

The Dennison Federal Credit Union   

Open on Sunday’s in the Parish Office.  The Credit Union 
will be closed for Christmas and New Years.  If you have 
any questions please call Chris Albrecht at 997-6980.   

St. Michael’s Sanctuary Lamp 

For the Raczkiewicz Family 
By Pam Raczkiewicz 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  Sunday during 

the 9:00 Mass.  This is the Third Sunday of Advent. We 
also call this day Gaudete Sunday, which means “rejoice”!  
 

Elementary Faith Formation for Grades 1-5 

meets on Wednesday from 6:00- 7:30 pm.  As we enter 
into the third week of Advent, we light two violet candles 
and the one rose- colored candle on your advent wreath.  
Congratulations to all our 2

nd
 graders that made their 

First Reconciliation on December 9, 2015.  

Giving Back to God 
St. Michael’s Contributions from last weekend. 

Adult Envelope $4,859.90 

Loose Cash $192.00 

Children’s Envelopes $1.00 

Total $5,052.90 

Budgeted Income $5,790.00 

Surplus/Deficit ($737.10) 

Cemetery Fund $65.00 

CCHD $115.00 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Third Sunday of Advent December 13, 2015 

Scrip News: Thank you to out 26 families that pur-

chased Scrip this week. Our total earnings were $532.14. 

We are carrying smaller denominations of Amazon $10, 
Barnes & Noble $5, and Target $10 for Christmas! 

There is Middle School Youth Ministry   
this Sunday at St. Michael’s from 4:30—6:00 pm. 
(There is no MSFF on December 20 or 27) 
 

8th Grade Confirmation (St. Mary’s and St. 

Michael’s Combined) - Class is this Wednesday, December 
16 from 7:00—8:30 at St. Mary’s, Marne. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 

RCIA meets every Sunday at 10:15 a.m. (after the 

9am Mass). It is not to late to join.  Interested in the Catho-
lic faith? Please join us!!!! If you have any questions con-
tact Deb Wiggins at mwiggins5142@charter.net . 

ST. MICHAEL’S FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

GIVING TREE –  Thanks to all who donated 

to the Giving Tree, Jail Ministry, and the Mitten Tree, 
you have made Christmas brighter for many! 
 
 

Midnight Mass Choir Practice is held every Sun-
day from 10am—Noon in the church. You must be high 
school age or older.  It’s not too late to join! 

 

Christmas Eve Children’s 
Choir Grades 3-8 

We need your voices to help cele-
brate the Christmas Eve Mass.  It is 
time to start preparing and practicing 

for the Mass to be held on Thursday, Dec. 24 at 4:00 p.m. 
The children will be the “musicians” for the Mass.  We will 
be holding two practices:  Saturday, Dec. 12, and Dec 
19 at 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in the church. Please con-
tact Sue Smith at 446-6390 if you have any questions. 
 

Christmas Flower Memorial Envelopes  
are available in your pews.  The names of your loved ones 
will be listed in the Sunday Bulletin after Christmas. The 
funds received will help offset the cost of the Poinsettias 
purchased to beautifully decorate our sanctuary.  Donations 
and names are due no later than: Sunday, December 20. 
 

Communal Reconciliation Service with individ-

ual confession and absolution will be  Thursday, December 
17 at 7:00 pm at St. Michael’s.  
 

For 2015 charitable deductions and tax credits,  
the IRS has ruled that charitable gifts are deductible only in 
the year the organization received the donation.  To be con-
sidered a charitable donation for 2015, gifts may be 
dropped off at the parish office no later than Thursday,  
December 31.  Mailed contributions must have a Dec. 31, 
2015 postmark. 

mailto:mwiggins5142@charter.net



