
Parish Mission Statement—We, the Roman Catholic community of St. Mary's, by our baptism have become the People of God,        

dedicated to living and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are a community built on faith and the sharing of individual             

talents, abilities and skills for the sake of the Kingdom of God. Empowered by the Holy Spirit and strengthened by prayer and the 

sacraments, we continue the mission of Jesus to reveal God's presence in all of human life.  

Christmas — December 25, 2020 



St Mary’s Parish Office:   
15164 Juniper Dr., Marne, MI 49435 
616-677-3934  ~ www.saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Pastor:  
Rev. Ayub Francis Nasar / franasar@grpriests.org 
Emergency: 616.901.0974 
 

Parish Secretary:  
Cathie VanGessel / secretary@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Business Manager:  
Todd Kline / businessmanager@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Liturgical Minister: 
Gary Karr / gkarr@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Religious Ed Director:  
Annette Lown / dre@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Youth Ministry—grades 9-12  
Bob Jonaitis / youthministry@saintmichaels.us / 616-260-7429  
 

 

Maintenance/Custodian: 
Jim & Marian Looks 616.677.3934 
 

Director of R.C.I.A:   
Jill Brown-616.677.3934 
 

Pastoral Council:  
Sharon Davis, Becky Warners,  
Vito Dolci, Geary Farrell, Doug Frantz 
 

Finance Council:  
Jose Gomez, Ruth Kasul, Todd Kline,  
Scott Lampe, Mel Northup 
 

Martha League:  
Parish Office: 16.677.3934                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

(assistance with meals during illness or injury) 
 

Prayer Line:  
Parish Office 616.677.3934 or Linda at 677.3269 for evening requests 
call Darlene 616.453.0157 or email: bfa1414@yahoo.com 
 

Our Cluster Parish: 
St Michael’s—Coopersville, MI 49404 
616.384.4026 / www.saintmichaels.us 

WELCOME TO SAINT MARYS         
Thank you for joining us on this joyous day. 

The Nativity of the Lord - December 25, 2020 
 

 

 

 

Please come back again! You are always welcome here! 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN                       

MEMORY/HONOR OF 

Wishing Our Saint Mary’s Parish                      

Friends and Family a very Merry Christmas! 

May it be filled with Peace, Joy and Blessings. 

From all of us on the Parish Staff:   

Fr Ayub, Todd, Annette, Jim, Marian, Gary,                    

Bob & Cathie 

 

Lord God, may we, your  people, who look forward 
to the birthday of Christ  experience the joy of           
salvation and  celebrate that feast with love and  
thanksgiving. We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and  ever. Amen 

Parish Contacts 

“Like” St. Mary’s Catholic Church—

Marne   on Facebook   

Allan Boomgaard 

Floyd & Mary Bradley 

Tim DeBoer 

Mary Lou Kim Do 

Martin & Catherine Egan 

Louis & Rose Goosen 

Ralph & Pat Harlett 

Howard Dewayne Martin 

Anthony Duc Sinh Pham 
 

Joseph Con Sinh Pham 

Thank you for your donations.                                                                     

Printed as of: 12/15/2020 

Weekend Mass Schedule:   
Saturday 4:30PM St Marys  
Sunday 7:30AM & 9AM  St Michaels  (Mar-Oct) 
Sunday 8AM & 9:30AM St Michaels  (Nov--Feb) 
Sunday 10:30AM  St Marys  (Mar—Oct) 
Sunday 11:00AM  St Marys  (Nov—Feb) 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Tuesday 9AM St Marys                                                                                  
Adoration begins after Mass until 2:00 pm 
Wednesday 9AM - St Michaels                                                                         
Adoration begins after Mass until 5:00 pm  
Thursday 9:00 AM  St Marys 

Mass Schedule 



 

 

December 25, 2020                                  

                                                         

Dear Parishioners,          

                                                                      

“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to men of good will.”  On that first Christmas, the 

angels praised God, saying, the shepherds came and adored the newborn Savior. St. Luke wrote, 

“And Mary treasured all of these things and reflected on them in her heart.” We too need to pause 

and treasure the gift of Christmas in our hearts more than ever and that gift is simply Jesus, true 

God who became true man, who came to reveal perfectly God’s truth and love to us, and His pres-

ence continues in both Word and Sacraments. It is a time to treasure and reflect on the gift of Jesus 

and the faith you share in Him as a member of the Catholic Church. 

 

Moreover, we must not let Christmas just be a passing day. Live in the spirit of Christmas each day. 

Reflect upon how to better treasure this gift of joy each day by making prayer a critical part of your 

day life, by continuing to read Sacred Scripture and the teachings of our Church, by having a strong-

er devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and the Mass, by regularly making a self-examination of con-

science and going to Confession and doing those good works for those entrusted to our care and for 

those in need. May such reflection of the gift of Christmas, move us by God’s grace to an even more 

intimate relationship with our Lord this year of pandemic. May our souls be like the stable in Bethle-

hem where Christ first made His dwelling among us.  

 

Finally, as your pastor, I treasure the gift of you and the dedication, sacrifices, and hard work you 

have shown to make this parish a beacon of Christ’s love during the challenging time. In particular, I 

thank those who serve in the various ministries and organizations. I wish each of you a blessed and 

joyous Christmas and New Year.  Please be assured of my prayers for your intentions and a re-

membrance at Holy Masses. May the peace, joy, and love of the Holy Family be present in your 

lives each day of the New Year. With gratitude for all you have been and done to grace St. Mary’s 

and St. Michael parish, I hold you in my heart and Wish you Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

2021.  

      

                                                                                           
Sincerely,      
                                                                                                              
Rev. Ayub Francis Nasar                                                 

 



 

 

 

December 25, 2020  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Rejoice! Our Savior is born! I wish you glad tidings on this holiest and exultant day. While our Christmas 

celebration looks very different this year, Christmas is not canceled. No pandemic can cancel the light, hope, 

and salvation that our Savior brings.  

“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 

came to be through him, but the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own peo-

ple did not accept him. But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those 

who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s de-

cision but of God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the 

glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1: 9-14)  

That light reveals Good News. The birth of Jesus is God’s gift to us. We do not earn or deserve such a Sav-

ior, but we can accept this sheer gift of divine love with joy! The gift of salvation, the gift of faith, is not an 

inactive or passive thing. Faith is above all a relationship with a personal God, one that is meant to be both 

treasured and shared. Every relationship calls for a response, for an exchange of attentiveness and ongoing 

interest, and even love.  

The first response we can make to God’s gift of Himself is authentic gratitude. From gratitude can arise the 

conviction that we want to live in harmony with the wisdom of God and Jesus’ example of selfless love. No 

better commandment can be found than the Great Commandment that Jesus taught: to love God with all 

our heart, soul, mind, and strength; and our neighbor as ourselves. This time of pandemic has brought us 

examples of this selfless love. We have witnessed how lovingly our doctors, nurses, and health care workers 

have cared for the sick and dying; people have increased their donations to food pantries and other charities 

to help those in need; people have run errands for their neighbors who may not safely leave the house. 

There are also the many acts that go unnoticed day to day.  

Christmas is about who makes these acts of love possible: Jesus Christ. He has redeemed us from the self-

centeredness that pulls us toward sin. He enables us to live his life in the world, making the gift of his love 

present to our time and place.  

I encourage you to view the diocesan website (grdiocese.org) and social media channels (Facebook, Twitter, 

and Instagram) for Christmas resources and to stay connected to your faith and what is happening in the 

diocese. During this Christmas season, let us reflect on God’s unsurpassable love, and through our actions 

share our joy that Jesus, the Savior of the world, is born.  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak  

 

 

Bishop of Grand Rapids  


