
15164 Juniper Dr., Marne MI  49435 
616.677.3934  •  www.saintmarysmarne.org 

17150 88th Ave., Coopersville, MI  49404 
616.384.4026  •  www.saintmichaels.us 

Saint Mary Parish Staff 
St. Mary Parish Office Hours 
Monday ......... 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Tuesday ......... 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Wednesday 9:00AM - 11:30AM 
Thursday .... 9:00AM to 4:30PM 
Friday ............................. Closed 
 
Deacon 
Tom Roberts 
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Business Manager 
Todd Kline 
businessmanager@ 
saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Parish Secretary 
Cathie VanGessel 
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Director of Faith FormaƟon 
Debbie Veneklase 
dre@saintmarysmarne.org 

 

Maintenance 
Jim Looks 
 

Custodian 
Marian Looks 
 

Liturgical Minister 
Gary Karr 
gkarr@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Music Director 
Dr. Bernie Stanko 
616.490.3836 
berniestanko@hotmail.com 
 
St Mary Prayer Line 
616.677.3934 or                                     
Linda at 677.3269                                   
For evening requests call 
Darlene 616.453.0157 or                          
email  bfa1414@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Saint Michael Parish Staff 
St. Michael Office Hours 
Monday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Tuesday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Wednesday ... 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Thursday ......................... Closed 
Friday .......... 9:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
Deacon 
Tom Roberts 
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Business Manager 
Todd Kline 
bsmgr@saintmichaels.us 
 
Parish Secretary 
Beki Rotman 
secretary@saintmichaels.us 
 
Director of Faith FormaƟon 
Debbie Veneklase 
childrensministry@saintmichaels.us 

Maintenance 
David Goosen 
 

Custodian 
Carol Reens 
 

Liturgical Minister 
Kevin Kilpatrick 
liturgy@saintmichaels.us 
 
Scrip Coordinator 
Brenda Kilpatrick 
616.837.6363 
 
St Michael 
Prayer Line 
Chris  
616-403-7110 
 

Judy Driedger 
616-899-2470 
 

Director of O.C.I.A 
Cliff Kozminski 
616.437.5318 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Hodges 
frmhodges@grpriests.org   ●  For emergencies please call: 616.745.1409 

Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon 
Tuesday and 
Thursday ........... 12:30PM to 1:30PM  ●  St. Mary 
Wednesday and 
Friday ............ 12:30PM to 1:30PM  ●  St. Michael 
Saturday .......... 3:00PM to 3:45PM  ●  St. Michael 
 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday .......... 4:00PM  ●  St Michael 
Sunday ............. 8:30AM  ●  St Michael 
Sunday ............... 10:30AM  ●  St Mary 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Tuesday ...................... 12:00PM  ●  St Mary 
AdoraƟon begins aŌer Mass unƟl 3:30PM 
Wednesday ........... 12:00PM  ●  St Michael 
AdoraƟon begins aŌer Mass unƟl 3:30PM 
Thursday .................... 12:00PM  ●  St Mary 
Friday .................... 12:00PM  ●  St Michael 

January 4, 2026  ●  The Epiphany of the Lord 



St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers 
 Jan 10—4:00PM Jan 11 —8:30AM 

Altar  
Servers 

Dylan Ranney 
NEED ONE 

Adalyn Taylor 
Clare Taylor 

Lincoln Taylor 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Sue Felicioni 
NEED TWO 

Deacon Tom 
Sharon Carlson 
Denise Nelson 
Chris Albrecht 
Joe Hitchings 

Cindy Lindberg 
Jennie Taylor 

Lector Mark Phillips Carl Pohlman 
Sacristan Cindy Bleckley Judy Driedger 

Ushers NEED TWO 

Ed Irwin 
Jim Ponshair 

Wade Lindberg 
Duane Snowdin 

Music Craig Bleckley Craig Bleckley 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

Saturday  January 3 
4:00PM   † Winnie Spencer by Marcy Goosen & Family ................. MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael 
 
 

Sunday    January 4 
8:30AM  † Margaret Jonio by the O’Bradovich Family ...................... MI 
10:30AM  † Jim Potts by M/M Duanne Perrin...................................... MA 

 
Monday  January 5   No Mass 
 
   

Tuesday  January 6  
12:00PM    †  Rory Byrne by M/M Jim May ... ……………...……….....MA 
              Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm  
           Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary  
 

Wednesday  January 7 
 12:00PM   † Edna Schumaker by Pam Raczkiewicz .................................. MI 
               Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm      
        Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Michael  
   
 Thursday  January 8 
12:00PM     † Donna Schwallier by K of C #11581… …….…..……MA 
                                     Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary 
                     
Friday       January 9   
  12:00PM   † Chuck Albrecht by Ruth Hecksel .......................................... MI 
                 Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Michael  
         
Saturday  January 10 
4:00PM   † Sherry Maslowski by the Maslowski Family .................... MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael 
 
 

Sunday    January 11 
8:30AM  † Maxine Albrecht by the Albrecht Family .......................... MI 
10:30AM  † Jim Potts by M/M  Jim May ................................................. MA 

 
 

MA=St. Mary          MI=St. Michael’s 
 

Scripture Readings for the Week of  January 4, 2026 
Sunday The Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday Memorial of St. John Neumann, Bishop 
 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52  
Thursday 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22 
Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday The Baptism of the Lord 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-2, 
3-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Mt 3:13-17 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers 
 January 11 —10:30AM 

Sacristan Gary Karr 

Altar  
Servers 

Noah Davis 
Calvin Davis 

Precious  
Body 

Deacon Tom 
Nettie Leale 
Bruce Kamp 

Precious 
Blood 

Margie Jirous 
Mary Kirkwood 
Becky Warners 
Geary Farrell 

Hospitality 
 Leonard Horter 

Lector Nicolette Looks 
Music Bernie Stanko 

Epiphany of the Lord 
The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek 
epiphainen, a verb that means "to shine upon," "to           
manifest," or “to make known.” Thus, the feast of the 
Epiphany celebrates the many ways that Christ has 
made Himself known to the world, mainly the three 
events that manifested the mission and divinity of 
Christ: the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), the           
baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at Cana 
(John 2:1-11). 

 

Epiphany Prayer 
Dear Jesus, as You led the Three Kings to You by the 
light of a star, please draw us ever closer to You by the 
light of Faith. Help us to desire You as ardently as they 
did. Give us the grace to overcome all the                    
obstacles that keep us far from You. May we, like them, 
have something to give You when we appear before 
You.  Amen 
 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Cluster News and Community News and Events

January 4, 2026 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN!

Is God calling you to consider
the permanent diaconate?

Has the Vocations Prayer moved you to question if God
is calling you to become a deacon? The Office of
Diaconate Formation invites men with interest or
questions about discernment and formation to a
“Discerning the Diaconate” information session.
Wednesday, Jan. 7 or Monday, May 4 6:30-8:30PM
Cathedral Square Center, Grand Rapids
To RSVP or learn more, contact Deacon Jerry Roersma,
director of Deacon Formation, at 616-288-0913 or
jroersma@grdiocese.org

Exploring Priesthood
Discernment Meetings

Discernment is a time of obtaining spiritual guidance
and understanding. If you are considering the priest-
hood, the Diocese of Grand Rapids invites you to meet
with other young men (ages 16+) to gather and discern
God’s will for your life.
Meetings will take place from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at St.
Luke University Parish, 10144 42nd Ave., Georgetown
Twp. and are offered on the following Sundays in
2026: Jan. 18, Feb. 15, March 22, Apr. 19, May 17
Just show up or email Pattie Reynolds,
preynolds@grdiocese.org, to RSVP or with questions.

Winter Weather Reminder
St Mary Winter Weather Policy-
When there is inclement weather and Coopersville and/or Kenowa
Hills Schools are closed. All Parish Events and Daily Mass will be
cancelled that day. The Mass intention for that day will be rescheduled
at our earliest opportunity. The Parish Office will be closed. Staff will
be working from home and respond to emails and voicemails through-
out the day.
St Michael Winter Weather Policy-
When there is inclement weather and Coopersville Schools are closed. All Parish
Events and Daily Mass will be cancelled that day. The Mass intention for that day will be
rescheduled at our earliest opportunity. The Parish Office will be closed. Staff will be
working from home and respond to emails and voicemails throughout the day.

Blessings on the 4th Anniversary Of your Diaconate Ordination
January 8, 2022 - January 8, 2026

Happy Anniversary, Deacon Tom! Thank you for your faithful service and
dedication to our parish cluster. Your commitment to God's people is inspiring. We
wish you continued blessings, good health and may you have many more years of
ministry.
Special thanks to Cindy, Thank you for being a supportive partner, a prayer
warrior, and a great example of faith and service in balancing family and ministry. your
patience and strength in supporting your deacon husband and serving our church com-
munity are deeply appreciated.

Feeling overwhelmed this holiday season? We’re here for you.
The Franciscan Life Center counselors are accepting new clients—including adults,
children, families, and couples. (at both the Grand Rapids and Lowell Campuses)
If you need a little extra support, we would be honored to walk alongside you. Please
contact us at 616-897-7842 to schedule an appointment and take the first step toward
peace and healing

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Mary’s Parish News

Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael

Giving Back to God

St Mary Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW):
Pre-School thru 2nd Grade During 10:30 AM Mass.
Today is The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. On
this day we remember the Wise Men from the East
arriving to see baby Jesus and his family. Merry
Christmas!

1st-7th Grade Faith Formation Classes -
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm
8th Grade - Confirmation Classes -
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm

Classes will resume on January 7, 2026.
Our Second-grade students: Aliza, Ayven, Ella,
Genevieve, Harper and Marcus will make their First
Reconciliation on Wednesday, January 14, 2026. at 6:00
pm in the church.
Please keep them in your prayers as they continue to
prepare to receive the sacrament of forgiveness.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Christmas
Celebration! Thank you to everyone who so generously
donated their time and talents to help make this year’s
Christmas celebration such a success! Thank you, may
God bless you and your family this Christmas season!
May God bless your New Year!

For more information or any questions on any of
these programs Please contact Debbie Veneklase at
dre@saintmarysmarne.org or 616.677.3934

Looking Ahead- Save the Dates

Jan 1-8 K of C-Pilgrim Icon Program

Jan 4 Cookies after Mass (Need Volunteers)

Jan 8 Deacon Tom 4 Year Diaconate Anniversary

Jan 10 COR- 7AM Community Room

Jan 24 COR- 7AM Community Room

Feb 1 Community Breakfast and Blood Drive

Feb 14 COR- 7AM Community Room

Feb 18 Ash Wednesday-Lent Begins

Knights of Columbus #11581 News
How to become a Knight: You can enroll in the Knights of Columbus
immediately as an “Online Member” by scanning the QR Code. Once
you complete and submit the form on that page a local council will
contact you. For additional information or to learn more about what
the Knights do, Contact Grand Knight: Bruce Kamp
b.kamp@charter.net / Phone 616-780-4941
Next Blood Drive & Breakfast will be Feb 1, 2026
Pre-Register here:
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/11622258

Knights of Columbus Pilgrim Icon Program
The Knights of Columbus are honored by receiving a Catholic Icon
“ Most Sacred Heart of Jesus” which will serve as a center piece for
prayer services, January 1-8. This is a parish & community
program to foster greater devotion to the Sacred Heart. of Jesus
and pray for Our Lord to make his heart our own, so that we may
see and love in others what he sees and loves in us. More details
will be announced soon.

Thank you for your continued support and generosity!
To donate now, open your phone camera, scan the QR code and

follow instructions.

Happy New Year
Wishing Our Saint Mary’s Parish Friends and
Family a very Happy New Year!
May it be filled with Peace, Joy and
Blessings.
From all of us on the Parish Staff: Fr Mike,
Deacon Tom, Gary, Todd, Debbie, Jim, Marian,
Bernie and Cathie

A New Year's Prayer: Lord, You make all things
new. You bring hope alive in our hearts and cause
our Spirits to be born again. Thank you for this new
year, For all the potential it holds. Come and kindle
in us a mighty flame, So that in our time, many will
see the wonders of God and live forever to praise Your glorious name.
Amen

Mass Date / Mass Attendance
Dec 21– 183

Dec 24-4PM
Dec24-7PM

Dec 25-10:30AM Dec 28

Adult Contributions $4758.57 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Children Contributions $55.00 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Loose Contributions $215.00 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Capital Improvement $20.00 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Online Giving $1050.00 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Total $6098.57 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5,697.73 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD-Actual -$6,768.68 Unavailable due to holiday deadlines

2025 Church Contributions
2025 Contribution Statements will be available in the
Narthex no later than January 25. Please pick up after
Mass or during parish open office hours. If you would
like yours mailed or emailed, please call the parish office.
Thank You.
Please Note: In an effort to save money on postage

we will only mail statements if requested.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Today, January 4, from 9:30—11:30 a.m.
Adults, $12.00; Children 6-12, $7; Under 6, free;
Immediate Family Max: $33
Come make plans to attend and support the Knights and
their efforts!

What CAN go in the bins?
Newsprint

Catalogs/Magazines
Junk Mail

Phone Books
Office/School paper

Hard and soft cover books

What CANNOT go in the bins?
Paperboard

(Grocery Item boxes)
Plastic
Metal
Trash
Glass

Cardboard

What is it? The PaperGator® is a fundraiser
where St. Michael’s is paid to collect paper

products for recycling.

Scrip News— Thank
you to our 12 families who
purchased Scrip last week.
Our total profit was $100.95.

St. Michael’s Parish Family
Remembers in Their Prayers: Kevin Johnson, Anne Pols,
Alexandria Gordon, Carol Tasker, Brooke Campbell, Linda

Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, Dennis Goosen, Jean Mayse, Debbie
Veneklase, Ken Heflin, Marvin Hecksel, Payton Patterson, Pat Harlett,

the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military.

St. Michael’s
Sanctuary Lamp

for +Carl Goosen
by Marcy Goosen

St. Michael’s Parish News

January 4, 2026 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: CLW program is
offered on Sunday during 8:30 Masses. Children 3-9
years old are welcome to join us each week as we pray,
read and explore the Sunday Gospel from a child’s view-
point. We include the Gospel Acclamation so children
understand the importance of preparing our mind and
heart for the Gospel reading. CLW will be on break
until January 11, 2026. Merry Christmas! May
your family share special moments celebrating
the New Year!

Elementary Faith Formation: The elementary pro-
gram is for students in grades 1-5. We meet on
Wednesday from 6:00- 7:30 pm. Elementary faith
Formation is on break and will resume this
Wednesday January 7, 2026. Have a safe and
blessed Christmas Season!

Middle School Faith Formation: Grades 6, 7 and 8
meet on Sundays from 9:45-11:15am in the Youth
Room. The 8th Grade students will also receive Confir-
mation Preparation. Contact Debbie if you have any
questions (616) 384-4026. Middle School Faith For-
mation will be on break and will resume on Janu-
ary 11, 2026. May you and your family experience
the true meaning of Christmas and keep it with
you throughout the New Year!

The Giving Tree – Thank you to
all of St. Michael’s parishioners who
so generously donated to our Giving
Tree. Your help in supporting Coop-
ersville Cares is greatly appreciated.
May God bless you as you have
blessed others.

St. Michael’s Faith Formation

Giving Back to God
December 20/21

Mass Attendance: 12/20– 4:00 PM: 102

Mass Attendance: 12/21: 8:30 AM 155

Adult Envelopes $3,030.00

Loose Cash $208.00

Children’s Envelopes $13.00

Holy Day $10.00

Total $3,261.00

Christmas Flower Memorials $220.00
Cemetery $100.00
Retirement for Religious $100.00

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5,760.66

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD Actual -$6,619.33

Thank you for your continued support!

All men are welcomed to join us for our
Annual Men’s Retreat at St. Francis Retreat
Center in DeWitt, Michigan. Our retreat
will be hosted the weekend of January 23-
25. The retreat theme this year is Good & Holy:
Why "Good" isn't Good Enough. Suggested
Donation is $215.00. Car pooling will be
available. For more information about the
Retreat house. https://www.stfrancis.ws/
mensretreats. If you are interested in at-
tending , please contact Mark Phillips 616-
550-2766. Or Joe LeMieux 616-888-9106.

Online Giving — Now there’s an even more con-
venient way to contribute to St. Michael’s! To donate now, open
your phone camera, scan the QR code and follow instructions. Or
text the word GIVE to: 616-384-5011.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LIVING 
GOD’S 
WORD

DAVID M. 
KNIGHT

What Is the Glory of God?
The story of the Magi or wise men was included 

in Matthew’s Gospel to show that from the be-
ginning God intended to call the Gentiles 

(non-Jews) into unity with the Chosen People. �is 
story was probably an answer to the fundamentalists 
of the early Church, who opposed Paul’s work with the 
Gentiles on grounds that this was just a “human deci-
sion” of the Church; and that “Jesus himself ” never 
preached to non-Jews.

�e problem was that the Jews—like everyone 
else —were tempted to be nationalistic. �ey could say 
“Israel  rst” the way we might say “America  rst.” Isa-
iah’s prophecy, “Arise, shine; for your light has come 
/ Nations shall come to your light. �e wealth of the 
nations shall come to you” could mean that Israel 
would dominate the earth with a universally respected 
Jewish culture. In reality, this prophecy meant that by 
the light which came to earth through the Jews, every 
nation would be enlightened 
without being absorbed; ev-
ery human culture would be 
transformed without losing 
its identity. All the human 
“wealth of the nations”— 
both material and cultural—
would be shared among all 
without being lost to any.

God’s plan from all eter-
nity was to “gather up all 
things in him [Christ], 
things in heaven and things 
on earth” (see Ephesians 1:10). Jesus did not come to 
make one nation or culture dominant over others but 
instead to glorify the entire human race by bringing 
everything human, in all its variety and diversity, to its 
full potential—not only to its natural perfection, but 
to the glory it can have when transformed by grace.

Jesus came that we might “have life and have it 
abundantly” through the life of grace (see John 10:10). 

Saint Irenaeus says, “As those who see light are in the 
light sharing its brilliance, so those who see God are 
in God sharing his glory, and that glory gives them 
life.” He adds that, if we persevere in love, obedience 
and gratitude to God, “we will receive greater glory 
from him, a glory which will grow ever brighter until 
we take on the likeness of the one who died for us.” 

Saint Paul spoke of build-
ing up the Body of Christ, 
“until all of us come to the 
unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of 
God...to the measure of the 
full stature of Christ” (see 
Ephesians 4:13).

�e glory of God and 
the glory of the human 
race become one and the 
same reality in “the full 
Christ”—head and mem-

bers—and that glory is “all humanity, fully alive.” Ac-
cording to Saint Paul, we are called, consecrated and 
commissioned to bring about the glory of God, shin-
ing through a glori ed human race united, with all 
its individual and cultural diversity, into one Body in 
Christ.

To celebrate Epiphany is to celebrate not just the 
light of Christ but the revelation of that light to the 

January 4, 2026
Epiphany of the Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; 
Matthew 2:1-12

We are called to be  
one with each other in faith, 

in hope and in love,  
without suppressing 

diversity or differences.
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whole world. To celebrate this means to rejoice in it, 
to “single out for grateful remembrance” that people 
of every race, culture and nation are called to be one 
Church, one assembly. We are called to be one with 
each other in faith, in hope and in love, without sup-
pressing diversity or di�erences. We are called to re-
joice in the fact that our Church is catholic—that is, 
a composite of cultures and nations, and does not ex-
press itself in the same way all over the world.

Above all, this feast calls us to reach out to others 
and invite them to celebrate with us the light of Christ. 
Epiphany reminds us that it is not catholic to want to 
keep a parish homogeneous—a community of peo-
ple comfortable with each other because they share 
the same language, customs, culture or social back-
ground. We should not be comfortable until we have 
invited everyone to join us as believers in Jesus.

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Week A�er Epiphany

Pray daily: Lord, you took �esh as a human be-
ing so that all might see the glory of God shining 
through the humanity you created. And you have 
called every human being to become your Body 
through Baptism. Pour out your life into every 
heart, and open our eyes to see your glory shin-
ing in every person of every race and nation and 
temperament. Amen.

Monday: Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25. “He le! Nazareth 
and made his home in Capernaum...so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be ful-
 lled.” Jesus lived in the mixed culture of Galilee to 
show he came for all people. How much do you reach 
out to di�erent ethnic groups and races?

Tuesday: Mark 6:34-44. “As Jesus went ashore, he saw 
a great crowd, and he had compassion for them.” Do 
you feel a kinship with the whole human race that 
makes you want to help every person you see, regard-
less of race, nationality or social status?

Wednesday: Mark 6:45-52. “But when they saw him 
walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost.” Do 

you look for Jesus to come to you in unexpected per-
sons, thoughts or other ways?

�ursday: Luke 4:14-22. Jesus said to them, “Today 
this scripture has been ful lled in your hearing.” How 
have you experienced Jesus as glad tidings to the poor, 
liberty to captives, sight to the blind and freedom for 
the oppressed?

Friday: Luke 5:12-16. �e man covered with leprosy 
said, “Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.” 
Jesus touched him and said, “I do choose. Be made 
clean.” What has Jesus shown that he wants to do for 
you? What are you asking him to do?

Saturday: John 3:22-30. John answered, “No one can 
receive anything except what has been given from 
heaven.” Do you realize that God is constantly giving 
light and inspiring love to all the people with whom 
you live and work? Do you deal with each person ac-
cordingly?

Living This Week’s Gospels
As Christian: Write down three things you like most 
about the customs, ceremonies, and so on, of the 
Church. How many of these are essential and how 
many are cultural, changeable, particular ways of ex-
pressing Christianity?

As Disciple: Read something (in the New Catholic 
Encyclopedia, for example, or search on the internet) 
about the Eastern rites in the Catholic Church. Do any 
have parishes where you live?

As Prophet: Identify one way the glory of God shines 
through your lifestyle and behavior, a way that is par-
ticularly, personally, uniquely your own.

As Priest: Invite someone of a di�erent religion, race 
or perspective to come to Mass with you one Sunday.

As King: For a day count how many times you or 
those around you speak negatively about other races, 
ethnic groups, political parties or people in other de-
partments at work.
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