
Prayer�to�St.�Mark�the�Evangelist.�
O�Glorious�St�Mark,�through�the�grace�of�God�our�Father,�you�became�a�great�Evangelist,�������������������������������
preaching�the�Good�News�of�Christ.�May�you�help�us�to�know�Him�well,�so�that�we�may��������������������������
faithfully�live�our�lives�as�followers�of�Christ.�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Amen.�

Sacrament�of�ReconciliaƟon�
Tuesday�and�
Thursday�...........�12:30PM�to�1:30PM��●��St.�Mary�
Wednesday�and�
Friday�............�12:30PM�to�1:30PM��●��St.�Michael�
Saturday..........�3:00PM�to�3:45PM��●��St.�Michael�
�

Weekend�Mass�Schedule�
Saturday�...........�4:00PM��●��St�Michael�
Sunday�.............8:30AM��●��St�Michael�
Sunday�...............�10:30AM��●��St�Mary�

Weekday�Mass�Schedule�
Tuesday�......................�12:00PM��●��St�Mary�
AdoraƟon�begins�aŌer�Mass�unƟl�3:30PM�
Wednesday�...........�12:00PM��●��St�Michael�
AdoraƟon�begins�aŌer�Mass�unƟl�3:30PM�
Thursday�....................�12:00PM��●��St�Mary�
Friday�....................�12:00PM��●��St�Michael�

St.�Mark�the�Evangelist�Parish�

Deacon�
Tom�Roberts�
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org�
�

Business�Manager�
Todd�Kline�
businessmanager@�
saintmarysmarne.org�
�

St�Mary�Secretary�
Cathie�VanGessel�
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org�
St�Michael�Secretary�
Beki�Rotman�
secretary@saintmichaels.us�

St�Mary�Liturgical�Minister�
Gary�Karr�
gkarr@saintmarysmarne.org�
St�Michael�Liturgical�Minister�
Kevin�Kilpatrick�
liturgy@saintmichaels.us�
�

Director�of�O.C.I.A�
Cliff�Kozminski�
616.437.5318�
�

Director�of�Faith�FormaƟon�
Debbie�Veneklase�
dre@saintmarysmarne.org�
�

St�Mary�Maintenance�
Jim�Looks�
St�Michael�Maintenance�
Open�
�

St�Mary�Custodian�
Marian�Looks�
St�Michael�Custodian�
Carol�Reens�
�

Music�Director�
Dr.�Bernie�Stanko�
616.490.3836�
berniestanko@hotmail.com�
�

St�Mary�Prayer�Line�
616.677.3934�or�������������������������������������
Linda�at�677.3269�����������������������������������
For�evening�requests�call�
Darlene�616.453.0157�or��������������������������
email��bfa1414@yahoo.com�
�

St�Michael�Prayer�Line�
Chris�616-403-7110�
�

Judy�Driedger�616-899-2470�
�

Scrip�Coordinator�
Brenda�Kilpatrick�616.837.6363�
�
�

Pastor:�Rev.�Michael�Hodges�
frmhodges@grpriests.org���●��For�emergencies�please�call:�616.745.1409�

St�Michael�Worship�Site�
17150�88th�Ave.,��Coopersville,�MI��49404�
616.384.4026�.�www.saintmichaels.us�

St�Mary�Worship�Site�
15164�Juniper�Dr.,�Marne,�MI��49435�

616.677.3934�.�www.saintmarymarne.org�

St.�Mary�Office�Hours�
Monday.........�9:00AM�-�4:00PM�
Tuesday�.........�9:00AM�-�4:00PM�
Wednesday�.�9:00AM�-�11:30AM�
Thursday�.....�9:00AM�to�4:00PM�
Friday�.............................�Closed�

St.�Michael�Office�Hours�
Monday�.........�9:00AM�-�4:00PM�
Tuesday�.........�9:00AM�-�4:00PM�
Wednesday�...�9:00AM�-�4:00PM�
Thursday�........................�Closed�
Friday�.........�9:00AM�to�4:00PM�

�
�

May�31,�2026��●��The�Most�Holy�Trinity��



St.�Michael’s�Liturgical�Ministers�
� June�6�—�4:00PM� June�7�—�8:30AM�

Altar��
Servers�

Kassidy�Britt�
MaKaelyn�Britt�

Bryson�Lindberg�
Reid�Lindberg�

Eucharistic�
Ministers�

Deacon�Tom�
Sue�Felicioni�
NEED�ONE�

Cindy�Lindberg�
Denise�Nelson�
Rob�Guilbault�
Mary�Guilbault�
Joe�Hitchings�
Jennifer�DeMull�
Chris�Albrecht�

Lector� Sue�DeVos� Carol�Reens�
Sacristan� Jane�Vitunskas� Jane�Vitunskas�

Ushers� Ray�Maka�
NEED�ONE�

Wade�Lindberg�
Joe�Meerman�
Duane�Snowdin�
NEED�ONE�

Music� Craig�Bleckley� Craig�Bleckley�

Mass�Schedule�&�Intentions�
�

Saturday��May�30�
4:00PM� � †�Dennis�Goosen�by�Marcy�Goosen�.....................................�MI�
� � Sacrament�of�Reconciliation:��3:00�PM—3:45�PM�-�St�Michael�
�
�

Sunday����May�31�
8:30AM� � †�Marie�Johnson�by�Ted�Johnson�...........................................�MI�
10:30AM� � For�Our�2026�Graduates��......................................................�MA�
�
Monday��June�1����No�Mass�
�
���

Tuesday��June�2�
12:00PM���� �†�Rory�Byrne�by�Marcy�Goosen�……………………..…..MA�
���� � ���������Adoration�begins�after�Mass�until�3:30pm��
� � ���������Sacrament�of�Reconciliation:��12:30-1:30PM�-�St.�Mary��
�

Wednesday��June�3�
�12:00PM� �†�Sherry�Maslowski�by�Jeff�&�Denise�Parish�………………MI
� � ���������Adoration�begins�after�Mass�until�3:30pm��
� � ���������Sacrament�of�Reconciliation:��12:30-1:30PM�-�St.�Michael�
�

Thursday��June�4��
12:00PM�� †�Gordon�Blackmer�by�Charlene�Alt……………………MA�������
� ����������� ���������Sacrament�of�Reconciliation:��12:30-1:30PM�-�St.�Mary��

� � �
Friday�������June�5�
�12:00PM� †�Deceased�members�of�Wing�&�Hoffman�Families�……....�MI�
� � Sacrament�of�Reconciliation:��12:30-1:30PM�-�St.�Michael�
�
Saturday��June�6�
4:00PM� � †�Otto�Nemecek�by�Ray�&�Kathy�Maka�...............................�MI�
� � Sacrament�of�Reconciliation:��3:00�PM—3:45�PM�-�St�Michael�
�
�

Sunday����June�7�
8:30AM� � †�Bob�VanDragt�by�the�Albrecht�Family�..............................�MI�
10:30AM� � †�Gordon�Blackmer�by�Charlene�Alt�..................................�MA�
�
�
�

MA=St.�Mary����������MI=St.�Michael’s�
�

Scripture�Readings�for�the�Week�of��May�31,�2026�
�
Sunday� Solemnity�of�the�Most�Holy�Trinity�

Ex�34:4b-6,�8-9;�Dn�3:52,�53,�54,�55,�56;�2�Cor�13:11-13;�Jn�
3:16-18�

Monday� Memorial�of�Saint�Justin,�Martyr�
� 2�Pt�1:2-7;�Ps�91:1-2,�14-15b,�15c-16;�Mk�12:1-12�
Tuesday� 2�Pt�3:12-15a,�17-18;�Ps�90:2,�3-4,�10,�14�and�16;�Mk�12:13-17�
Wednesday� Memorial�of�Saint�Charles�Lwanga�and�Companions,��Martyrs�
� 2�Tim�1:1-3,�6-12;�Ps�123:1b-2ab,�2cdef;�Mk�12:18-27�
Thursday� 2�Tim�2:8-15;�Ps�25:4-5ab,�8-9,�10�and�14;�Mk�12:28-34�
Friday� Memorial�of�Saint�Boniface,�Bishop�and�Martyr�
� 2�Tim�3:10-17;�Ps�119:157,�160,�161,�165,�166,�168;�Mk�2:35-
� 37�
Saturday� 2�Tim�4:1-8;�Ps�71:8-9,�14-15ab,�16-17,�22;�Mk�12:38-44�
Sunday� Solemnity�of�the�Body�and�Blood�of�Christ�

Dt�8:2-3,�14b-16a;�Ps�147:12-13,�14-15,�19-20;�1�Cor�10:16-
17;�Jn�6:51-58�

Prayer�for�The�Most�Holy�Trinity�
Trinity�Sunday�is�a�moveable�feast�
celebrated�a�week�af-
ter�Pentecost�Sunday.�Also�
known�as�Holy�Trinity�Sunday,�
Trinity�Sunday�honors�the�most�
fundamental�of�Christian�beliefs—
belief�in�the�Holy�Trinity.�The�
human�mind�can�never�fully�un-
derstand�the�mystery�of�the��Trinity,�but�we�can�sum�it�
up�in�the�following�formula:�God�is�three�Persons�in�one�
Nature.�There�is�only�one�God,�and�the�three�Persons�
of�God—the�Father,�the�Son,�and�the�Holy�Spirit—are�
all�equally�God,�and�They�cannot�be�divided.��
Glory�be�to�the�Father,�
Who�by�His�almighty�power�and�love�created�me,�making�me�
in�the�image�and�likeness�of�God.�
Glory�be�to�the�Son,�
Who�by�His�Precious�Blood�delivered�me�from�hell,�and�
opened�for�me�the�gates�of�heaven.�
Glory�be�to�the�Holy�Spirit,�
Who�has�sanctified�me�in�the�sacrament�of�Baptism,�
and�continues�to�sanctify�me�by�the�graces�I�receive�daily�
from�His�bounty.��
Glory�be�to�the�Three�adorable�Persons�of�the�Holy�
Trinity,�now�and�forever.���Amen��

St.�Mary’s�Liturgical�Ministers�
� June�7�—�10:30AM�

Sacristan� Gary�Karr�

Altar��
Servers�

Lauren�Serge�
Madeline�Serge�

Precious��
Body�

Mary�Kirkwood�
Nettie�Leale�
Geary�Farrell�

Precious�
Blood�

Michelle�Lampe�
Christina�Withers�
Austin�Lampe�
June�Stevenson�

Hospitality�
� Leonard�Horter�

Lector� Nicolette�Looks�

Music� Bernie�Stanko�
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St. Mark the Evangelist Parish News & Community News and Events

May 31, 2026 ~ The Most Holy Trinity

Catholic Service Appeal - 2026
If you have already turned in your CSA pledge card,
thank you! If you haven’t had the chance yet, please
return your CSA pledge card this week to the parish
office or make your pledge online at GRdiocese.org.
Our participation in the CSA as individuals and as a
parish enables us to unite with all Catholics in the
Diocese of Grand Rapids. Through the blessings we’ve
received, together we can fund important work that
benefits our parish and diocesan programs that support
individuals, families, and communities throughout our
11 counties. Every gift, regardless of the amount, is
important in this effort. Our parish goal for 2026 is:

and 100% participation, which means every
parishioner should return their pledge card. Please join
us in this important work!

St Michael
CSA 2026 Pledge Goal: $56,349.00
Total Pledges Made: $19,770.00 (35%)
Balance: $36,579.00
Participation: 31 of 248 Active
Households (13%)
Totals as of May 26, 2026

St Mary
CSA 2026 Pledge Goal: $52,482.00
Total Pledges Made: $26,710.00 (51%)
Balance: $25,772.00
Participation: 50 of 232 Active
Households (22%)
Totals as of May 26, 2026

Annual Baby Bottle Drive!
Please take a Baby Bottle and fill it with your “extra change!” (dollar bills and checks are
also welcome) Supporting the drive will benefit HELP Pregnancy’s ministry in so many
ways: Keeping them supplied with some of the most needed baby essentials such as
pack-n-plays, diapers, wipes, formula, bottles, baby wash, lotion etc. It will also help
them provide walk-in hours for a free ultrasound with a qualified ultrasound technician
for those who may be considering abortion. Begins Mother’s Day and ends Father’s Day.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 27-30, 2026 - 6-8:30PM
at St. Michael’s Get kids ready to
embark on a wild, creature-filled
adventure at Rainforest Falls where
kids learn that God is Creator,
All-knowing, our Refuge, Love, and
Forever.
Please contact Debbie Veneklase at
dre@saintmarysmarne.org or 616.677.3934

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN!

Congratulations to our 2026 High School Graduates

St Mary & St Michael parish families would like to extend our
prayerful best wishes to you and your future endeavors. This is a
time to be thankful for all that God has helped you achieve and to
pray for his continual guidance as you prepare for your future.
Prayer for Our Graduates :
May you have WISDOM in heart and mind, SUCCESS in every
challenge you find, COURAGE to seek life’s purpose for you, BELIEF
in yourself to make it come true, STRENGTH to do your best and
endure, and the guiding light of FAITH to ensure that wherever you
go, whatever you do, God’s LOVE will always see you through.
Amen

Hannah Davis
Hannah is a 2026 Seton
Home study Graduate.
She plans to pursue a ca-
reer in The United States
Coast Guard.
Congratulations and God
Bless You Hannah!

Calleigh Finkler
Calleigh is a 2026
Coopersville Public
Schools Graduate. In the
fall she plans to attend
Adrian College, in their
pre-architecture program,
and to play volleyball.
Congratulations & God
Bless You Calleigh!

Craig Kutchin
Craig is a 2026
Coopersville Public
Schools Graduate.
He plans to go to work
for S. Hecksel Farm
Drainage. Congratulations
and God Bless You Craig!

Robby Mathews
Robby is a 2026
Coopersville Public
Schools Graduate. He
plans to pursue a career in
agriculture & diesel
machinery.
Congratulations and God
Bless You Robby!

Allison McCarthy
Allison is a 2026
Coopersville Public
Schools Graduate. She
plans to attend Calvin
University to study Civil
Engineering in the fall.
Congratulations and God
Bless You Allison!

Sam McDonald
Sam is a 2026
Coopersville Public
Schools Graduate.
He plans to attend
Adrian College to play
football and major in
mechanical engineering.
Congratulations and
God Bless You Sam!

Aaron Richard Ricord
Aaron is a 2026
West Catholic Graduate.
He plans on becoming an
electrical lineman and
will join the work force
after high school.
Congratulations and God
Bless You Aaron!

Brody Rotman
Brody is a 2026
Coopersville Public
Schools Graduate. He
plans to attend GRCC to
play basketball and
pursue a business
degree. Congratulations
and God Bless You
Brody!
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St�Mary�Faith�Formation �

Children’s�Liturgy�of�the�Word�(CLW):����������������
Pre-School�thru�2nd�Grade�During�10:30�AM�Mass.�
Today�is�The�Solemnity�of�the�Most�Holy�Trinity.�The�
Solemnity�of�the�Most�Holy�Trinity�celebrates�the�central�
Christian�belief�in�one�God�in�three�divine�Persons—
Father,�Son,�and�Holy�Spirit—and�is�observed�on�the�first�
Sunday�after�Pentecost.�
�

1st-7th�Grade��Faith�Formation�Classes�-����������������������
Wednesdays�at�Hall�/�6:00-�7:30pm��
8th�Grade�-��Confirmation�Classes�-����������������������������������������������
Wednesdays�at�Hall�/�6:00-�7:30pm�.���������������

For�more�information��or�any�questions�on�any�of�
these�programs�Please�contact�Debbie�Veneklase�at�
dre@saintmarysmarne.org��or�616.677.3934�

VACATION�BIBLE�SCHOOL���
July�27-30,�2026��-���6-8:30PM�at��St.�Michael’s����
See�more�Information�on�Cluster�Page����������������������������

St.�Mary’s�News�

Welcome�to�the�Parish�of�St.�Mark�the�Evangelist� �

�

Giving�Back�to�God�
Thank�you�for�
your�continued�
support�and������������������������
generosity!�To�
donate�now,�open�
your�phone�camera,�
scan�the�QR�code�
and�follow��������������������
instructions.�

Faith�Formation�classes�will�be�on�break�until�the�fall.�
Thank�you�to�all�of�the�Catechist�and�helpers.�Your�
help�is�greatly�appreciated.�Have�a�fun�and�safe���������
summer.�Keep�your�eye�on�the�bulletin�for�next�
year’s�registration�information

�������St�Mary�Adult�Bible�Study�
Wednesdays�9:00-10:30�in�the�community�room������������������
Newcomers�are�invited�to�join�at�any�time.��For�more�
info�contact�Jill��616.947.2054.��

Save�the�date!�September�19,�2026��������������������������
Golf�Outing—Terra�Verde�Golf�Course.���

This�outing�is�reserved�for�Knights�of�Columbus�
members,�their�family�members�and�friends�of�the�

KoC�(Councils�#11581�&�#9909)��
Please�contact�Carl�Spence�for�more�information.�

carlspence62@gmail.com�248-807-3567��
(leave�a�voice�mail�message)�

Knights�of�Columbus��#11581�News�
How�to�become�a�Knight:�You�can�enroll�in�the�Knights�of�Columbus��������������
immediately�as�an�“Online�Member”�by�scanning�the�QR�Code.�Once�you��
complete�and�submit�the�form�on�that�page�a�local�council�will���contact�you.��
For�additional�information�or�to�learn�more�about�what�the�Knights�do,�Contact�Grand�
Knight:�Bruce�Kamp�b.kamp@charter.net�/��Phone�616-780-4941�
�

Upcoming�Blood�Drives�–��June�14���
Pre-Register:�https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11622155��

�

May�24�—�Mass:�Attendance:�������������
�

132�
Adult�Contributions� $3131.22�

Children�Contributions� $32.00�

Loose�Contributions� $149.00�

Capital�Improvement� $100.00�

Online�Giving� $565.00�

Total� $3977.22�
� �

Weekly�Offertory�Needed�for�Budget� $5065.34�

Offertory-YTD�Budget�vs�YTD-Actual�� +$1952.30�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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What CAN
go in the bins?

Newsprint
Catalogs/Magazines

Junk Mail
Phone Books

Office/School paper
Hard and soft cover books

What CANNOT
go in the bins?

Paperboard
(Grocery Item boxes)

Plastic
Metal
Trash
Glass

Cardboard

What is it? The PaperGator®
is a fundraiser

where St. Michael’s is paid to
collect paper

products for recycling.

Scrip News— Scrip
totals will be updated next
week.

St. Michael Campus Family
Remembers in Their Prayers: Kevin Johnson, Anne Pols,

Alexandria Gordon, Carol Tasker, Brooke Campbell, Marcy Fortin,
Linda Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, Jean Mayse, Debbie Veneklase, Ken
Heflin, Marvin Hecksel, Payton Patterson, Pat Harlett, Anne Walker,

the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military.

St. Michael’s
Sanctuary Lamp

for +Deceased loved ones of
St. Michael’s Parishioners

St. Michael’s News

May 31, 2026 ~ The Most Holy Trinity

Children’s Liturgy
of the Word: CLW
program is offered on
Sunday during 8:30
Mass for children 3-9
years old. We are
currently on summer
break. We will see
you in September.
You often see “John
3:16” signs at sport-
ing events because
it’s one of the most well-known Bible verses, and it has become a visible sym-
bol of Christian faith in public life. The verse itself John 3:16 reads: “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.” It’s a summary of the Gospel message — God’s
unconditional love, the gift of Jesus, and the promise of eternal life to those
who believe.

Elementary Faith Formation: The elementary program is for students in
grades 1-5. We meet on Wednesday from 6:00- 7:30 pm. Our program ended
for this school year. We are on summer break. Thank you, catechist and help-
ers, for your dedication in sharing our Catholic faith with the Faith Formation
students! Your generosity of giving your time and talent is greatly appreciated!
Thank you! Contact Debbie if you have any questions (616) 384-4026.

Middle School Faith Formation: Grades 6, 7 and 8 meets on Sundays after
the 8:30am Mass from 9:45 to 11:15 AM in the Youth Room. We are on sum-
mer break. Contact Debbie (616)384-4026.

St. Mark the Evangelist
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL (VBS) — Save the Date:
July 27-30, 2026, from 6-8:30 pm. at St.
Michael’s. Worship Site. More information to
come. Get kids ready to embark on a wild,
creature-filled adventure at Rainforest Falls
where kids learn that God is Creator, All-
knowing, our Refuge, Love, and Forever.

St. Michael’s Faith Formation

Giving Back to God
May 23/24

Mass Attendance: 5/23: 4:00 PM 53

Mass Attendance: 5/24: 8:30 AM 124
Adult Envelopes $1,866.00
Loose Cash $217.00

Children’s Envelopes $6.00
Holy Day $40.00
Total $2,129.00

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $7,929.07

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD Actual -$17,378.66

Thank you for your continued support!

Online Giving — Now
there’s an even more convenient way to
contribute to St. Michael’s! To donate
now, open your phone camera, scan the
QR code and follow instructions. Or text
the word GIVE to: 616-384-5011.

Save the
Date for
Festival:
August 30, 2026
Now is the time to
begin thinking about
how you can volun-
teer or contribute
to the festival! Stay tuned to the bulletin for more
information in the coming months.

Festival News

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LIVING�
GOD’S�
WORD

DAVID�M.�
KNIGHT

"That Everyone Who Believes ..."
God sent his Son, not “that we might have life,” 

but “so that everyone who believes” might have 
eternal life. Even while rescuing us, God re-

spects us. In the act of redeeming human nature 
wounded by sin, he uses the human nature he created. 
Jesus came “that everyone who believes” “might not die 
but might have eternal life.”

John wrote, “And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent” (John 17:3). Eternal life is knowing and 
believing in the God whom Jesus preached: the God 
who revealed himself to Moses as “merciful and gra-
cious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6).

When John wrote the Good News of Jesus Christ, he 
picked up these two theme words which appear togeth-
er repeatedly in the Hebrew Scriptures: hesed, which 
we translate as “steadfast love,” “kindness” or “grace”; 
and emet, which we translate as “faithfulness,” “%delity” 
or “truth’.’ �e 1970 edition of the New American Bible 
translated them together as “enduring love” (see John 
1:17). Eternal life, according to John, is to know God as 
the God of “enduring love.” Jesus came that “everyone 
who believes” in this God of kindness and faithfulness, 
this God of enduring love, might have eternal life. �e 
key is: “everyone who believes.”

God did not “send the Son into the world to con-
demn the world.” �is doesn’t mean that Jesus does not 
denounce sin. �ere would be no greater condemnation 
of the world than for God to write o# human nature as 
hopeless and therefore accept any human behavior as 
the best that can be expected from poor, miserable crea-
tures like us. On the contrary, Jesus revealed God as a 
God of mercy and compassion so that we might extend 
mercy and compassion to one another. Jesus showed us 
God’s love li'ed up to the height of self-giving on the 
cross; Jesus commanded us to “love one another as I 
have loved you” (John 15:12). He came “that everyone 
who believes” may have eternal life in love.

To love as Jesus loves is hard for us because we think 
everything about us is so important. And, in truth, we 
are more important than we can even dream of, but no 
particular thing about us is important enough to %ght 
over. Jesus showed us God’s love carried to the depths 
of humility when he “did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, tak-
ing the form of a slave” (Philippians 2:6). Jesus accept-
ed the reality of human nature. He took &esh, and was 
born in nakedness and poverty, in human vulnerability, 
to unite us with himself. And everyone who believes 
must do the same.

Jesus came down to us, he met us where we were-
in our woundedness, in our need. He did not let our 
rejection of him or our sins against him keep him from 
coming to us, from o#ering us the hand of friendship. 
But he requires us to believe-to recognize, to decide, to 
accept the love he o#ers us-and to o#er it to one anoth-
er. “�is is eternal life”: to know God’s self-abasing love 
revealed in Jesus Christ and to believe that in his emp-
tying of himself for us and in our emptying of ourselves 
for one another, we come to life in its fullness.

Truth revealed took &esh in Jesus Christ. Truth re-
ceived must take &esh in all those who believe. “Every-
one who believes” is commissioned to bear prophetic 
witness to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ by em-
bodying in human words and actions the divine life of 
God’s Son, the life present in his Body on earth. “Every-
one who believes” is consecrated a priest to mediate the 

May 31, 2026
Trinity Sunday
Exodus�34:4b-6,�8-9;��

2�Corinthians�13:11-13;�John�3:16-18
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love of God to others, to take on the priestly o$ce of 
expressing constantly the life-giving, nurturing love of 
the Father, to be the channel through which the Father 
continues to give life to the world.

Finally, “everyone who believes” is sent as a steward 
of Christ’s kingship to bring everything in heaven and 
on earth together into unity in the “fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit”—so that “they all may be one... so that the 
world may believe” and “everyone who believes may 
have eternal life.”

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Ninth Week of the Year

Pray daily: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your 
apostles, “Peace I leave to you, my peace I give to 
you. “ Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and grant us the peace and unity of your 
kingdom, where you live for ever and ever. Amen.

Monday: Mark 12:1-12. “Have you not read this scrip-
ture: ‘�e stone that the builders rejected/ has become 
the cornerstone...’?” Have you rejected Jesus as a teach-
er of peace? With whom are you willing to %ght? Over 
what? Did Jesus teach this?

Tuesday: Mark 12:13-17. Jesus said, “Give to the em-
peror the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” Which of your other loyalties 
may cause con&ict with your loyalty to God? Do you 
ever hurt some people out of loyalty to others?

Wednesday: Mark 12:18-27. Jesus said to the Saddu-
cees, “Is not this the reason you are wrong, that you 
know neither the scriptures nor the power of God?” 
Can you think of any mistakes you made in the past be-
cause you did not keep God’s power in mind? Because 
you failed to think about what is in Scripture? Could 
anything in your attitudes or decisions today be distort-
ed for the same reason?

�ursday: Mark 12:28-34. When asked what is the 
%rst commandment, Jesus replied: “�e %rst is, ‘Hear, 
0 Israel: the Lord our God...is one; you shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart,...soul,...mind, and...
strength.’ �e second is this, ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.”’ How can you build peace in yourself 
and among those around you by keeping these com-
mandments?

Friday: Mark 12:35-37. Jesus said, “David himself calls 
[the Messiah] Lord; so how can he be [David’s] son?” 
How do you think of Jesus? What is he for you?

Saturday: Mark 12:38-44. “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all those who are contrib-
uting to the treasury. For all of them have contributed 
out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has 
put in everything she had, all she had.” Do you ever 
hold back from o#ering your service or help because 
what you have to o#er seems insigni%cant?

Living This Week’s Gospels
As Christian: Whenever anything disturbs your peace, 
stop for a moment and remember that Jesus dwells in 
your heart as helper, guide and friend. Fear is the enemy 
of peace. Trusting in God is the foundation of peace.

As Disciple: Read Scripture every day this week, asking 
speci%cally how Jesus’ teaching can establish peace and 
unity in your home, at work, in your city and in the 
world.

As Prophet: Reconsider whether anything you do or 
your group does expresses an attitude of division from 
other people. Decide what you can do to express unity.

As Priest: Identify %ve people who are hurting in some 
way. Do one thing this week just to show love to each 
of them.

As King: Divide a piece of paper into two columns. 
Write “Us” at the top of one column and “�em” at the 
top of the other. List the people or groups you think of 
as “us” and “them.” �ink of one thing you can do to 
help yourself and those you think of as “us” to begin to 
think of “them” as “us,” too.
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