
The Works of Mercy
Corporal Spiritual

Feed the hungry

Give drink to the thirsty

Clothe the naked

Visit the sick

Visit the imprisoned

Bury the dead

Shelter the homeless

Instruct the ignorant

Comfort the a�icted

Counsel the doubtful

Forgive o�enses

Admonish sinners

Bear wrongs patiently

Pray for the living & the dead
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The Works of Mercy

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40

When we remember that every 
person is made in the image and 
likeness of God, it becomes easier 
to share Christ’s love with others. 
We are all a part of God’s family.
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Feed the hungry: There are many people around 
the world without enough to eat.  We can donate 
our time and our money to help provide food for 

those in need.

Instruct the ignorant:  to be ignorant of something, 
means to now know about it!  We are called to 
share the Good News of Jesus with those who 

haven’t heard it.

Counsel the doubtful:  Everyone has doubts from time to 
time.  When someone approaches us asking for advice, 

we should try to remember to give the kind of advice 
Jesus would give.

Comfort the sorrowful:  When someone is struggling 
emotionally, it can be just as hard (sometimes harder!) 
than a physical illness.  Showing our love, compassion 

and concern can help.

Clothe the naked: People need food and water 
to surviive- but they also need other things too! It’s 
important to remember to help people who can’t 

a�ord things like clothes, toys, books, etc.

Shelter the homeless:  Having a safe place to sleep and 
rest is important for everyone.  We can donate our time, 
money and supplies to homeless shelters and programs 

that help people �nd homes.

Visit the imprisoned: When we visit those who have 
done wrong, and treat them with Christ’s love and 
respect we have an opportunity to change hearts. 

When we visit the wrongfully imprisoned, we can give 
them hope and courage to endure and not lose hope.    

Visit the sick:  When someone is sick and 
su�ering- it can be a very lonely experience.  
Visitiing them can help lift their spirits, which 

may help their physical body as well!

Give drink to the thirsty: We can give drink to the thirsty 
in our community- and we can also help globally by 
advocating for keeping pollution out of water that 
supplies the water needed by other communities.

Bury the dead: As Christians we believe the body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and deserves to be 
treated with respect always.  We bury the dead 
wtih love and respect, awaitng the resurrection.

Forgive o�enses:  When someone hurts us, it can be 
hard to forgive.  But when we are able, we free 
ourselves from anger and resentment which will 

ultimately hurt us. Jesus wants us to be free.

Admonish sinners:  When we see someone doing 
something wrong, we shouldn’t remain silent.  
With love and compassion, we should gentle 
encourage them to choose the better path.

Bear wrongs patiently: People will sometimes treat us unfairly 
or badly.  While we �nd a solution, it’s better for us to remain 
calm and patient.  Becoming angry or anxious is not good 
for us- we should seek help and trust that God will hear us.

Pray for the living and the dead: Prayer is a powerful 
tool.  When we pray for people, God hears us and 

acts in ways we see, and don’t see! 


