
Fr. George Darling, Pastor 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is required.   
Preparation session required.  Contact the parish 
office for details. 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of six 
months prior to the preferred wedding date.   
Marriage preparation sessions are required. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Scott Ware, Chair. 

Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Kelly Garbacik 

Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 

Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 

Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Jim Frey, Vice Chair. 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 

Steve Stoddard 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New  members  are  always  welcome  to  our  
Parish.   Parishioner  status  is  maintained  by 
registration in  the  parish,  active  participation  
in  weekend  liturgies  and  full  participation in 
the parish stewardship program.   All family 
members 18 years  and  older  should  be  indi-
vidually  registered  with  the  parish.   Parish  
membership  and participation is required  of  
those  desiring  the  Sacraments  of Baptism,  
First  Eucharist,  Confirmation  and  Matrimony. 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Friday, 8:30am–4:00pm 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Weekday Mass: 

Tuesday — Friday:  8:30am 
Weekend Mass: 

Saturday:  4:30pm 
Sunday:  9:00am & 11:00am 

2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 
Telephone: (616) 447-7554 
(616) 447-7629 
Fax: (616) 447-7548 
E-Mail:  church@bsacrament.net 
www.bsacrament.net 
ASA telephone: 616-447-2997 
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Due to the Thanksgiving holiday printing 
 schedule, collection information from the 
weekend of November 23rd & 24th will be 

published in next week’s bulletin. 

 

BY GEORGE…. 
 
 
 

 

Sat, Nov 30 VIGIL: 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
4:30 pm Harry & Jeremy Waranica 
Sun, Dec 1 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9:00 am Parish Family 
11:00 am Jerry Strahan 
Mon, Dec 2 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Tues, Dec 3 WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Dorothy Windak 
Wed, Dec 4 WEEKDAY 
10:30 am Clayton Waters 
Thurs, Dec 5 WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Marian Czachorski 
Fri, Dec 6 WEEKDAY 

 **No Mass** 
Sat, Dec 7 VIGIL: 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
4:30 pm Emily Rosendall; intention of John 
 Rosendall 
Sun, Dec 8 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9:00 am Cindy Smith 
11:00 am Parish Family 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 
 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
                                                      ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 
 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 
 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
    ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst….…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 
 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
    ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 
 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA….……………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Masses for the Week 

~In Our Thoughts &  Prayers~ 
Homebound Parishioner  of the Week 

I would like to share with you the following letter from the 
bishop: 

“Dear Friends in Christ,  

 Our parishes will hold the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious collection, an annual appeal that benefits some 
30,000 senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
on December 7-8, 2019. 

 As Christians, we are called to “serve the Lord with 
gladness” (Ps 100:2). Our elderly religious offer a shining 
example of what it means to answer this call. During their 
days of active ministry, they worked tirelessly to build Cath-

olic schools and hospitals, promote social justice, and em-
brace the neediest among us. In retirement, many continue 
in volunteer ministry, and all pray for the needs of our 
Church and world. Inspired by love, their service—past and 
present—is marked by joy and a deep desire to do the will 
of God. 

 As you may know, many religious communities find 

it increasingly difficult to provide for aging members. Most 
older religious worked for little or no pay. Today, their com-
munities do not have enough retirement savings. At the 
same time, health-care costs continue to rise, and fewer 
members are able to serve in compensated ministry. 

 Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious pro-
vides vital funding for medications, nursing care, and more. 

It also helps religious congregations plan for future retire-
ment needs, even as they continue to serve the People of 
God. 

 I understand you are asked to support many wor-
thy causes. I invite you only to give what you can. Most 
importantly, please pray for God’s continued blessing on all 
our women and men religious. Rest assured, they are pray-

ing for you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak 
Bishop of Grand Rapids” 

Sacred Scripture 
Readings for the Week of  December 1, 2019 
Sunday 1st Sunday of Advent 
 Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
Monday Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21,  
 24-27 
Friday Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday St. Ambrose, Bishop 
 Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 
 6-8 
Sunday 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Is 11:1-0; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; 
 Mt 3:1-2 
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Blessed Sacrament Parish 
Advent Season 2019 

 

Advent is a time of anticipation, but anticipation of what?  Surely we are 
waiting for more than the celebration of Christmas, a major feast of the 
church  year.  Nor  are  we  awaiting  the  coming  of  Christ  into  history, 
for Christ  entered  history  hundreds  of  years  ago.  So  what  are  we  
anticipating? 
 
We do look forward to Christmas.  However, we do so not merely because 
it is the anniversary of a past event, but because these promises made so 
long  ago  have  burst  open  in  human  history  with  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
and ever since that first Christmas they have been struggling to take 
shape in the lives of women and men. 
 

Advent is the time when this future time of peace, a time that broke into history with a past event, has 
the power to transform our lives in the present. 
 
 

Please consider taking part in our Blessed Sacrament Advent programs: 
 

The Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree is located in the Church narthex.  It is adorned with ornaments representing the 
groups that will benefit from your generosity this season, including tags for Meijer gift cards to benefit 
our fellow parishioners in need throughout the year.  On the tag is a suggestion from the organization of 
what is needed.  Please place your gift, unwrapped with tag attached under the tree when you are here 
for Mass.  They can also be dropped by the Parish Office during the week.  The gifts are due back by 
Sunday, December 8th or they can be dropped off to the Parish office the following day. 
 

The Little Blue Book 
The Little Blue Book is again available to help us prepare throughout the Advent Season for the two 
comings of Jesus:  His coming at birth and His second coming at the end of time.  Please pick one up 
in the Church Narthex. 
 

Thursday, December 5th, Parish Family Advent Night 
Please join us in the Church at 6:30pm as we listen to a story that will help us remember what Jesus 
calls us to do this Advent.  After the story we move to the church multi-purpose room for fellowship and 
crafts. 

 
Monday, December 16th, All Saints Academy Christmas Program 

Please join us for the All Saints Academy’s Elementary School Christmas Program.  This will take 
place at 6:30pm in the Church.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

Monday, December 16th, Communal Penance Service 
St. Alphonsus Parish will host a communal penance service at 6:30pm.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

Tuesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Caroling 
Please join the choir for caroling before both Masses on Christmas Eve.  Caroling will begin at 4:00pm 
before the 4:30pm Mass, and 9:30pm before the 10:00pm Mass. 
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One way to spend time preparing for the coming of Christ is to follow the Advent wreath tradition of 
lighting the candles of hope, light, joy and love.  The ceremony is simple.  It starts at the evening meal 
on the Saturday before the first Sunday in Advent with the blessing of the wreath. 
 

Blessing:  Today we begin the season of Advent, when the days grow short and darkness closes in.  
We are preparing to celebrate at Christmas the birth of Jesus, who is the light of the world.  Let’s spend 
some quiet time being aware of the darkness and longing for the light.  (Pause for a moment and then 
make the sign of the cross.)  Lord God, bless this wreath and bless us as well.  May this wreath remind 
us of the hope and joy that Jesus brings into the world.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The First Week:  The scriptures remind us to stay awake for we know not when the Lord will come. 
Advent Wreath Prayer:  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”  (Isaiah 9:1) 
God of compassion, be with us these long and dark days as we await the birth of your son, Jesus.  
Amen 
Light the first purple candle. 
 

The Second Week:  John the Baptist proclaims the coming of the Messiah.  How will we prepare? 
Advent Wreath Prayer:  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”  (Isaiah 9:1) 
God of Salvation, help us give voice to the voiceless as we cray out in the name of your son, Jesus.  
Amen. 
Light the first and second purple candle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Third Week:  “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I shall say it again:  rejoice!”  (Phil 4:4).  On this Sun-
day we celebrate and rejoice in the eternal power of God. 
Advent Wreath Prayer:  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”  (Isaiah 9:1) 
God of blessings, we celebrate your good gifts and rejoice at the gift of your son, Jesus.  Amen. 
Light the first two purple candles and the rose candle. 
 

The Fourth Week:  “The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God.  Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.  He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High’” (Lk 1:3032). 
Advent Wreath Prayer:  “The people who walked in darkness have a seen a great light.”  (Isaiah 9:1) 
God of wisdom, bless us with Mary’s “yes” as we welcome Emmanuel into our hearts and homes.  
Amen. 
Light all four candles. 

Advent Wreath 
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~This Week in our Parish~ 
 
 
    Tues Dec 3:  9:15am-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Church 
  9:15am Adult Bible Study, MPR 
  noon Card Making, MPR 
  6:00pm Zumba, School music room #208 
  6:00pm Pickleball, Family Center 
  6:20-6:50pm Children’s Choir rehearsal, MPR 
  6:50-7:20pm Honor Choir rehearsal, MPR 
  7:30pm Adult Choir rehearsal, MPR 
     Wed Dec 4:  6:30pm Finance Council Meeting, Rectory conference room 
   Thurs Dec 5: 1:00pm Stitched with Love, MPR 
  6:30pm Parish Family Advent night, Church & MPR 
      Sun Dec 8: noon Adult Choir rehearsal, MPR 

Sponsor of the Week 
This week’s sponsor is  St. Ann’s 
Home. Please see this ad on the 

back of the bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please patron-
ize the sponsors on the back of this 
bulletin and thank them for their kind 
generosity. 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asagr.org 

 
 

Middle School Christmas 
Band Concert 

ASA students in grades 5-8 
attend band every day, and will 
be showcasing their musical 
gifts this week. You are invited 
to come listen to the joyful 
sounds of Christmas at the 
Middle School Christmas Band 
Concert 7:00-8:30 pm Thurs-
day, December 5, at West 
Catholic HS. 
 

Please Pray for Us 

We ask all parishioners of our 
founding parishes to pray for 
the faculty and staff at ASA as 
we strive to form saints to 
serve all. We also ask that you 
keep our students in your pray-
ers, as well, as they grow in 
Christ. Through Christ all things 
are possible! 

~Outside the Parish~ 

Advent Giving Tree 

Again this year we will be support-
ing Arbor Circle, The Veterans 
Home, Prison & Jail Ministry and the 
Parish Family gift cards. 

Please return the unwrapped gifts, 
with the tag attached, no later than 
Monday, December 9th so the 
gifts can be processed and delivered 
in time for Christmas. 

As always, thank you for your sup-
port and generosity with this yearly 
community outreach project. 

Stewardship engenders a spirituali-
ty that deepens our relationship with 
Jesus.  Stewardship involves intention-
al, planned and proportionate giving of 
our time, talent and treasure. 

West Catholic  
Arts & Craft Show 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
9am to 3pm 

 
West Catholic High School 

1801 Bristol Ave NW, Grand Rapids 
Free parking 

Food, snacks and shopping fun! 
200+ booths represented 

$2 Admission 

The Chamber Choir of Grand Rapids 

announces its next concert: “Sounds 

of Christmas”, on Saturday, November 

30
th

 at 7:30pm and Sunday Decem-

ber 1
st

 at 3:00pm at the Basilica of 
St Adalbert’s at 654 Davis Ave NW. 

“Sounds of Christmas” offers a festive 

evening of holiday classics, refreshing 
new carols and sing-a-long favorites 
that will be a highlight of this year’s 
Christmas season. Concert Tickets: 
$20 adults; $15 seniors $10 students 
can be purchased early at Schuler 
Books for $5 off the adult price or at 
the door. For more information: 
www.chamberchoirgr.org. 

Painting with Vicki 

Discover your inner artist! Parishioner, 
Vicki Glynn, will guide you through 
painting your very own 16 x 20 can-
vas.  Bring an hors d’oeuvre to share 
and your own beverage. 

This  event,  which  takes  place  on 
December 13th at 6:30pm in the 
church multi-purpose room, is limited 
to 20 person and cost $25.  Please call 
or text Marie LeMire at 616-260-4685 
by Monday, December 9th to reserve 
your canvas. Our Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

begins a new four week Advent 
Study.  Join us as we walk through 
the Nativity Story.  Class is from 9:30
–10:45am.  We hope you can join 
us. 

http://www.chamberchoirgr.org/

