
2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 

TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 
FAX: (616) 447-7548 

E-MAIL: church@bsacrament.net                                                Website: www.bsacrament.net 
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,  
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

 

Fr. George Darling, Pastor  SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday  

8:00am–4:30pm 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is  
required.   Preparation session required.  
Contact the parish office for details. 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of 
six months prior to the preferred wedding 
date.   Marriage preparation sessions are 
required. 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 
Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 
in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 
members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 
membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 
First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Scott Ware, Chair. 

Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Kelly Garbacik 

Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 

Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 

Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Dan Armock 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 
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Sat, July 31 VIGIL: 18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4:30 pm Parish Family 
Sun, Aug 1 18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Rose Wepman 
11:00 am Harry & Jeremy Waranica 
Mon, Aug 2 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Tues, Aug 3 WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Larry Lawrence 
Wed, Aug 4 ST. JOHN VIANNEY, PRIEST 
 **No Mass** 
Thurs, Aug 5 WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Leo & Patricia Antor 
Fri, Aug 6 THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

 **No Mass** 
Sat, Aug 7 VIGIL:  19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
4:30 pm Leo Boruta 
Sun, Aug 8 19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Parish Family 
11:00 am Esther Szotko 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 
 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
                                                      ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 
 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 
 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
    ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst….…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 
 
 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
    ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 
 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA….……………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Masses for the Week 

Sacred Scripture 
Readings for the Week of August 1, 2021 
Sunday 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54; Eph 4:17, 20-

24; Jn 6:24-35 
Monday Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday Nm 12:1-3; Ps 51:1, 3-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36 or 15: 
 1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday St. John Vianney, Priest 
 Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; Ps 106:6-7b, 

13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Mt 16:13-23 
Friday The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mk 

9:2-10 
Saturday Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 27/51; Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps34:2-9; Eph 4:30—5:2; Jn 6:41-51 

 

BY GEORGE…. 

 Summer time is often the time when couples cele-
brate their weddings.  Over the years I watch more Roman 
Catholic individuals not following the directives of the 
Church with regard to weddings and the Sacrament of Mat-
rimony.  Puzzling is when the bride or groom to be are 
graduates of a Catholic High School or College or Universi-
ty where they would have studied the Sacrament of Matri-
mony in one of their Religious Studies courses.   So to help 
those of you who might be of a marriageable age, or those 
of you who are parents with children to whom you are sup-
posed to be imparting our Roman Catholic faith, here is a 
brief summary of what the Roman Catholic Church teaches 
about weddings and the Sacrament of Matrimony and why.  
  The most basic summary is that a Catholic is to 
marry another Catholic in the Catholic Church in the pres-
ence of a Catholic priest or deacon.  Now the question you 
want to ask is why is this a basic rule of the Church.  The 
answer to that question is because of what we believe mar-
riage to be.  We believe marriage not to be something cre-
ated by some government or political entity but rather to be 
something created by God.  The Genesis creation story 
tells us that God created them male and female and said 
two things -- that they should be one, and that they should 
be fruitful and multiply.  Hence since God is at the founda-
tion of marriage we therefore call it a "Sacrament" since in 
the unconditional love of the spouses for one another we 
are supposed to be able to see the unconditional love of 
God for them and us.  The invisible God becomes visible to 
us as we see husband and wife love one another as God 
loves us.  Hence we celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony 
not on the beach as it is not a recreational activity, nor on 
the golf course as it is not a sporting event, but rather in the 
Church building as it is ultimately a spiritual event based on 
God's love for us.  From this understanding comes the di-
rective that a Catholic should marry a Catholic such that 
they have the same understanding and faith as the founda-
tion to their married life together.  The problem comes in for 
us here that we live in a pluralistic society where a minority 
of people are Catholic.  Therefore our odds are greater to 
meet a non-Catholic to be a spouse rather than a Catholic.  
So in a situation like that the couple would work with their 
parish priest and request from the Bishop a "dispensation" 
or exception to the rule that a Catholic marry another Cath-
olic.  The dispensation is routinely granted as long as on 
the part of the non-Catholic party there is no opposition to 
the Catholic faith or to the Catholic party practicing their 
Catholic faith.  Also in the case of what we call a "mixed" or 
"ecumenical" marriage - i.e. between a Catholic and non-
Catholic, the request is sometimes granted that the wed-
ding itself not be in the Catholic church building  but in the 
church building of the non-Catholic party, for instance if the 
non-Catholic is the bride and the tradition is to have the 
wedding in the church of the bride, or if the non-Catholic 
party has a family member or close friend who might be a 
non-Catholic minister.  In that case it would not be the 
Catholic priest or deacon who would assist the couple at 
the wedding but rather the minister of the non-Catholic 
church.  If the proper dispensations or permissions are giv-
en by the Bishop then that marriage is considered to be a 
valid Catholic marriage even though celebrated not in the 
Catholic church nor in the presence of a Catholic priest or 
deacon.  (more next week ) 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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~This Week in our Parish~ 
 
 
 

   Thurs Aug 5: 6:30pm Knights of Columbus Meeting, MPR 

Sponsor of the Week 
This week’s sponsor is  Mikula 
Chiropractic PC.  Please see 

this ad on the back of the bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please patron-
ize the sponsors on the back of this 
bulletin and thank them for their kind 
generosity. 

~In Our Thoughts & Prayers~ 
Homebound Parishioner  of the Week 

Due to  Lori’s scheduled vacation 
in the Parish Office, we had to 
send this bulletin in for publication 
early.  The collection information 
from the weekend of July 24 & 25 
will be published in next week’s 
bulletin. 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asagr.org 

 
 

ASA’s Core Value of Serving 
Did you know that students are asked 
to complete 1-20 hours of service 
during the school year? One of the 
ways ASA lives out our core value of 
serving is through asking our stu-
dents to fulfill a range of service 
hours. These service hours can be 
done at ASA, one of our four parish-
es, or within the local community. Ad-
ditionally, teachers are highlighting 
this core value within their teaching 
and conversations with students, and 
our 8th graders complete a service 
day together at the end of each 
school year.  As our school communi-
ty forms saints to serve all, we find it 
a top priority to ensure our students 
are gaining experience serving our 
community early in their foundation. If 
you are interested in enrolling your 
family at ASA or donating to provide 
financial support for our ASA families, 
reach out to us today! 
 
Support ASA with Amazon Smile! 
If you shop on Amazon, please con-
sider using Amazon Smile (https://
smile.amazon.com), and designating 
your support for All Saints Academy. 
With no other effort on your part, a 
portion of your purchases will be sent 
to ASA. Just remember to login to 
your Amazon Smile site each time 
you order - the prices are the same. 

You can make your CSA donation by 
credit card online by visiting our parish 
website.  On the main page there is a 
link to the Diocese of Grand Rapids 
website, grdiocese.org.  That link will 
tell you how to make your donation.  
Don’t forget to reference Blessed Sac-
rament when filling out the form. 

Summer Tithing 
With summer here and many of you away on vacation, have you remembered 
to drop off your contribution envelopes?  If not, automatic giving might be a 
good solution for you.  You can make your weekly or monthly Parish contribu-
tion via an automatic deduction from your checking or savings account.  You 
can find a form in the stewardship tower in the narthex or in the Parish Office.  
Fill out the form and return it to the Parish office by mail, hand deliver it, or you 
can drop it in the collection basket at Mass on the weekend.  There is also a 
form on the parish website that can be filled out and submitted through the site. 

We need your help! 

If any one is interested in helping to decorate the Church on a 
regular basis, please contact Lori in the Parish Office or talk with 
Fr. George.  This volunteer position deals with putting up the 
banners, decorating the Church with flowers during the year, 
plus ordering flowers and decorating the Church for the Christ-
mas and Easter seasons. 

We are also in need of someone to help organize our funeral 
luncheons.  After a number of years of dedicated service, Mary 
Jo Hoving and Ann Kalanta have stepped down from heading 
up this important ministry.  Please speak with Father George or 
contact Lori in the Parish Office if you think you might be inter-
ested in taking control of the Funeral Luncheon Committee. 

Thank you for considering helping with either of these worthwhile  
ministries for the Parish. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TA K I N G  C A R E  O F  E A C H  O T H E R is what community is all about.
616-363-7755 

ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Arsulowicz
Brothers
MORTUARIES

458-1297
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS  AVAILABLE

Compliments of

Two Friends

Michael Boruta 616-291-7823

Proudly Serving Blessed Sacrament
Licensed Electrical Contractor

ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL

616-453-8263

Carrie Vos
Realtor®  |  ABR, e-PRO, IREP
cell: 616-460-7109
carrie@carrievos.com

Singlehandedly serving all
your real estate needs!

Director on the Greater Regional Alliance 
of Realtors (GRAR) Board of Directors

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr
Ste 104

Belmont, MI 49306
TEAMVOS

Blessed Sacrament Council 13391

Membership or Questions
call David Wrona (616)361-0437

Knights of Columbus

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

GRAND RAPIDS 
616-363-9821

GREENVILLE 
616-225-2730

HERREMANS
ORTHODONTICS
ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

stannshome.com

 
616-453-7715

Renovated Assisted
Living Rooms.

Rehabilitation | Assisted Living
Nursing

 Hospice | Memory Care

Call for a tour.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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