
2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 

TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 
FAX: (616) 447-7548 

E-MAIL: church@bsacrament.net                                                Website: www.bsacrament.net 
ASA telephone:  (616) 447-2997 

 
  

,  
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

 

Fr. George Darling, Pastor  SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday  

8:00am–4:30pm 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is  
required.   Preparation session required.  
Contact the parish office for details. 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of 
six months prior to the preferred wedding 
date.   Marriage preparation sessions are 
required. 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 
Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 
in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 
members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 
membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 
First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Scott Ware, Chair. 

Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Kelly Garbacik 

Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 

Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 

Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Dan Armock 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 
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Sat, Aug 7 VIGIL: 19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4:30 pm Leo Boruta 
Sun, Aug 8 19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Parish Family 
11:00 am Esther Szotko 
Mon, Aug 9 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Tues, Aug 10 ST. LAWRENCE, DEACON 
 **No Mass** 
Wed, Aug 11 ST. CLARE, VIRGIN 
 **No Mass** 
Thurs, Aug 12 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Fri, Aug 13 WEEKDAY 

 **No Mass** 
Sat, Aug 14 VIGIL:  ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 
 VIRGIN MARY 
4:30 pm Jean, Emmit & Ken Amidon 
Sun, Aug 15 ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED 
 VIRGIN MARY 
9:00 am Marcia VanKrimpen 
11:00 am Parish Family 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 
 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
                                                      ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 
 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 
 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
    ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst….…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 
 
 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
    ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 
 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA….……………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Masses for the Week 

Sacred Scripture 
Readings for the Week of August 8, 2021 
Sunday 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps34:2-9; Eph 4:30—5:2; Jn 6:41-51 
Monday Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday St. Lawrence, Deacon 
 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 
Wednesday St. Clare, Virgin 
 Dt 34:1-12; Ps 66:1-3a, 5, 8, 16-17; Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; ps 114:1-6; Mt 18:21—19:1 
Friday Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 24; Mt 19: 
 3-12 
Saturday St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest 
 Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a, 5,  7-8, 11; Mt 19:13-15 
Sunday The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 Cor 

15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

 

BY GEORGE…. 

 This week my niece from Colorado is in town as 
she has come to visit her mother, my sister.  In conversa-
tions that we have had in the past my niece has explained 
to me that Colorado is not like Michigan insofar as in Colo-
rado the State recognizes "common law" marriage.  What 
this means is that if a couple lives together in what is pub-
licly recognized as a marital relationship of life even if they 
have not had a wedding or do not have a marriage license, 
the State of Colorado recognizes them as being married.  I 
guess the logic of the powers that be in the State of Colora-
do is that if it looks like a duck and quacks like a duck then 
it is a marriage.  We do not recognize such marriages in the 
State of Michigan, nor do we recognize such marriages in 
the Roman Catholic Church.  In the Catholic Church mar-
riage is something that doesn't just happen if enough time 
has elapsed but rather is an intentional choice made by the 
parties in marriage to do what the Church calls marriage.  
From my niece my understanding is that even if the couple 
living together in Colorado is not intending to consider 
themselves as a married couple, the State of Colorado may 
well consider them to be a marriage couple if they live in 
the commonly recognized relationship of sharing a home 
and life together as do normally husbands and wives.  In 
the Catholic Church that cannot happen as the ministers of 
the Sacrament of Matrimony are the bride and the groom 
themselves and if they are not giving their free consent to 
do what the Church calls marriage then no one can make 
them married against their wills. 
 To explain this further, if one were to ask most 
Catholic married couples the question of "who married you" 
most of individuals would answer by naming the priest or 
deacon who assisted them at their wedding.  But if we turn 
the question around and ask him or her the question of 
"whom did you marry" of course they would give the name 
of their spouse not the name of the priest or deacon from 
their wedding.  This reminds us that in the Catholic Church 
the ministers of the Sacrament of Matrimony are the bride 
and the groom -- not the priest or deacon.  I like to say that 
in the Catholic Church marriage is a "self-inflicted wound" 
not intending to denigrate marriage but rather to point out 
that it is the bride and groom who state their intentions to 
be with their spouse even if their life becomes "worse", 
"poorer" or that spouse becomes "sick".  It is easy for peo-
ple to love one another in the "better" times, when life is 
"richer", and in good "health".  But the reason why each of 
the spouses is willing to commit to the worse and poorer 
and sick part of marriage is that in their willingness to sacri-
fice themselves out of love for the spouse we see a sign of 
Christ's unconditional love for each of us and hence come 
to understand the true meaning of the Sacrament of Matri-
mony.  That is what the Catholic Church holds marriage to 
be unlike any of the 50 states including Michigan and Colo-
rado.  That is why we would never recognize as valid a 
marriage of a Catholic before a civil judge because if you 
look at the bottom of your Michigan marriage license it will 
state that "the above named couple was joined in marriage 
by me" meaning whoever is the official who signs the mar-
riage license.  That cannot happen in the Catholic Church 
as the only one who can join an individual in marriage is 
that individual not the priest or deacon.  We only assist the 
couple at the wedding to join themselves by the giving of 
their free consent or saying of their marriage vows. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

Week 4 & 5/52                           7/24 - 25               7/31 - 8/1 
 

Adult Envelopes (206) $8,436.00 $14,566.00 
Automatic Envelopes (97) $4,430.00 $1,391.00 
Youth  $42.00 $7.00 
Loose Stewardship $346.85 $270.00 
 

Total Stewardship this week $13,254.85 $67,094.85 
 

  YTD $67,094.85 
  Budget YTD $66,250.00 
  Last YTD $63,101.05 
 

  5% Tithe this week $811.70 
  YTD Tithe $3,354.74 

Have you had a change of  
address, phone number or  

email address? 
Please let us know by calling the 
Parish Office, send an email to 
church@bsacrament.net or you can go 
to our website, under the tab “About 
Us” and use the form there to get us 
that  info.  Thanks  for  helping  us  
keep  our Parish records up-to-date. 

~This Week in our Parish~ 
 
 
     Mon Aug 9: 1:00pm Book Club, Church MPR 
  Tues Aug 10: 1:00pm Stitched with Love Ministry, Church MPR  

Sponsor of the Week 
This week’s sponsor is  MLB 
Electric.  Please see this ad on 

the back of the bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please patron-
ize the sponsors on the back of this 
bulletin and thank them for their kind 
generosity. 

~In Our Thoughts & Prayers~ 
Homebound Parishioner  of the Week 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asa org 

 
 

ASA Employment Opportunities 
There are two ASA employment op-
portunities available for our upcoming 
school year: 
—All Saints Academy is seeking an 
enthusiastic adult to join our Early 
Childhood Team as an Early Child-
hood Assistant in our Preschool 5 
room Ideally, we are in need of assis-
tance Monday through Friday from 
7:00am - 1:00pm; however, we do 
have some flexibility with these hours. 
This school calendar position may 
require working on some non-school 
days including snow days. The option 
of summer employment would also 
be available if desired. ASA tuition 
discounts are included in the benefits 
package. Candidates must be at least 
18 years of age. Interested candi-
dates should email Beckie Patterson 
at bpatterson@asagr.org or call (616)
447-2997. 
—West Catholic & ASA is looking for 
a part-time food service assistant to 
help Mrs. Hardy and ASA with the 
National School Breakfast & Lunch 
program in the 2021-22 school year. 
There is potential for flexibility for an-
yone who may be interested only in a 
few days a week. Contact Mary Jo 
Jones at 616-233-5923 or maryjojo-
nes@grwestcatholic.org with ques-
tions. 
 
Prayer Request 
In your personal, family, or even 
small group prayer this next week, 
please consider offering your prayers 
for our ASA teachers and staff as 
they prepare for a new school year. 

You can make your CSA donation by 
credit card online by visiting our parish 
website.  On the main page there is a 
link to the Diocese of Grand Rapids 
website, grdiocese.org.  That link will 
tell you how to make your donation.  
Don’t forget to reference Blessed Sac-
rament when filling out the form. 

Book Club 

The Blessed Sacrament Book Club 
will meet on Monday, August 9th at 
1:00pm in the Church multi-purpose 
room.  If you  have any questions, you 
can contact Kathy Schwartz at 616-
459-4728. 

Euchre 

Join us on Monday, August 16th at 
6:00pm in the multi-purpose room 
for an enjoyable evening of cards!  
Snacks are welcome.  RSVP to Ma-
rie LeMire, text at 616-260-4685 or 
email at mlemire@bsacrament.net, 
so we have an idea of how many 
gamers we will have.  Come solo or 
come with a partner.  We will re-
sume our regular Saturday evening 
Euchre in the fall.  You can also 
contact Marie at the above number 
or email if you’d like to learn how to 
play Euchre. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TA K I N G  C A R E  O F  E A C H  O T H E R is what community is all about.
616-363-7755 

ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Arsulowicz
Brothers
MORTUARIES

458-1297
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS  AVAILABLE

Compliments of

Two Friends

Michael Boruta 616-291-7823

Proudly Serving Blessed Sacrament
Licensed Electrical Contractor

ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL

616-453-8263

Carrie Vos
Realtor®  |  ABR, e-PRO, IREP
cell: 616-460-7109
carrie@carrievos.com

Singlehandedly serving all
your real estate needs!

Director on the Greater Regional Alliance 
of Realtors (GRAR) Board of Directors

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr
Ste 104

Belmont, MI 49306
TEAMVOS

Blessed Sacrament Council 13391

Membership or Questions
call David Wrona (616)361-0437

Knights of Columbus

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

GRAND RAPIDS 
616-363-9821

GREENVILLE 
616-225-2730

HERREMANS
ORTHODONTICS
ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

stannshome.com

 
616-453-7715

Renovated Assisted
Living Rooms.

Rehabilitation | Assisted Living
Nursing

 Hospice | Memory Care

Call for a tour.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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