
2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 

TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 
FAX: (616) 447-7548 

E-MAIL: church@bsacrament.net                                                Website: www.bsacrament.net 
ASA telephone:  (616) 447-2997 

 
  

,  
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

 

Fr. George Darling, Pastor  SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday  

8:00am–4:30pm 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is  
required.   Preparation session required.  
Contact the parish office for details. 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of 
six months prior to the preferred wedding 
date.   Marriage preparation sessions are 
required. 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 
Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 
in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 
members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 
membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 
First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Scott Ware, Chair. 

Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Kelly Garbacik 

Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 

Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 

Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Dan Armock 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 
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Sat, Aug 21 VIGIL: 21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4:30 pm Parish Family 
Sun, Aug 22 21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Fr. Eugene Golas 
11:00 am Jeremy & Harry Waranica 
Mon, Aug 23 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Tues, Aug 24 ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE 
8:30 am Byrne/Banka families 
Wed, Aug 25 WEEKDAY 
10:30 am Joseph Monroe 
Thurs, Aug 26 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Fri, Aug 27 ST. MONICA 

 **No Mass** 
Sat, Aug 28 VIGIL: 22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
4:30 pm Esther Szotko 
Sun, Aug 29 22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Parish Family 
11:00 am Al & Marilyn Bleimiller 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 
 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
                                                      ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 
 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 
 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
    ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst….…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 
 
 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
    ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 
 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA….……………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Masses for the Week 

Sacred Scripture 
Readings for the Week of August 22, 2021 
Sunday 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34:2-3, 16-21; Eph 5:21-

32 or 5:2a, 25-32; Jn 6:60-69 
Monday 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
 Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12b; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17; Mt 24:42-51 
Friday St. Monica 
 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1-2b, 5-6, 10-12; Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday St. Augustine, Bishop 
 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; Mk 

7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

BY GEORGE…. 

 It seems over the years that more and more cou-
ples planning to get married are living with each other prior 
to marriage.  When I ask them why they are living together 
prior to marriage given that the Church teaches that cou-
ples shouldn't live together prior to marriage I always have 
been given the same answer.  It is because they are too 
poor to be able to afford a second apartment, condo, 
parent's house, or place to live.  Most of the time when I am 
given this answer the couple is earning around $100,000 a 
year in income and still claim that they are too poor to af-
ford a second living place.  So I always offer them that giv-
en their poverty I would do them the favor of raising money 
from their fellow parishioners to provide them a second 
apartment or place to live.  No one has ever taken me up 
on that offer over all of these years.  When they tell me that 
their present living place has multiple bedrooms I ask them 
why then when they could each have their own bedroom to 
lessen the temptations of forsaking a life of chastity I am 
told that I must be crazy or that I just don't understand 
these things since I am a priest because why would they 
want to have separate bedrooms when they could be shar-
ing a bed.  When I bring up the life of chastity they tell me I 
am old fashioned because "everybody is doing it" now.  
What they ultimately tell me is that the teachings of Christ, 
St. Paul, the Church don't matter to them as they have for-
saken their Catholic faith for what appears to them to be 
the ways of the world.  I try to explain to them that statistics 
teach us that couples who live together prior to marriage 
have a higher divorce rate than couples that don't.  They 
tell me that they don't really care about statistics since they 
know what they want and will do as they please.   
 Having worked at the Diocesan Tribunal for many 
years auditing cases for applications of nullity of marriage 
and having read many stories saying if only we weren't liv-
ing together prior to our wedding we would probably have 
broken up and not gotten married I shake my head in sad-
ness as I listen to the stories of couples who try to convince 
me that the wisdom of the ages no longer applies in these 
our modern progressive times.  The problem for me is that I 
see our times regressing not progressing as our animal 
appetites have overruled our reason.  For instance, if a 
woman is willing to live with me in a marital relationship 
before we have a wedding and are married why then would 
I want to be married to her?  If she believes that it is ac-
ceptable to have marital relations with me prior to our wed-
ding then she must think that the rule of not having marital 
relations outside of marriage doesn't apply to her.  If she 
believes that the rule that marital relations outside of mar-
riage doesn't apply to her then why would I want to be mar-
ried to her if she thinks it is acceptable for her to have mari-
tal relations with someone other than me after we are mar-
ried, since the rule of having marital relations only in mar-
riage doesn't apply.  The same question could be asked of 
her why she would want to be married to me if I don't be-
lieve in the rule of marital relations only in marriage as well. 
In 37 years though sadly I have never found any couple 
planning a wedding who would agree with my logic.  Per-
haps the lack of logic is why we have the number of divorc-
es we have — couples being ruled by their emotions or 
appetites instead of by their rationality and settling for 
something less than the ideal—two people loving one an-
other unconditionally as Christ loves each of us. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Have you had a change of  
address, phone number or  

email address? 

Please let us know by calling the Parish Office, 
send an email to church@bsacrament.net or you 
can go to our website, under the tab “About Us” and 
use the form there to get us that  info.  Thanks  for  
helping  us  keep  our Parish records up-to-date. 

Papergator 

Just a reminder to use our papergator. All money received goes toward the 
Blessed Sacrament Scholarship Fund.  It’s located to the right of the garage be-
hind the school building.  We raise approximately $400 a year.  We recently re-
ceived a check for $190.36.  Thank you for supporting this program! 

~This Week in our Parish~ 
 
 
  Tues Aug 24: 1:00pm Stitched with Love Ministry, Church MPR 
  Wed Aug 25:  6:30pm Finance Council Meeting, Church MPR 

Sponsor of the Week 
This week’s sponsor is  Diocese 
of Grand Rapids Catholic 
Cemeteries.  Please see this ad 

on the back of the bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please patron-
ize the sponsors on the back of this 
bulletin and thank them for their kind 
generosity. 

~In Our Thoughts & Prayers~ 
Homebound Parishioner  of the Week 

Due to  Lori’s scheduled vacation 
in the Parish Office, we had to 
send this bulletin in for publication 
early.  The collection information 
from the weekend of August 14 & 
15 will be published in next week’s 
bulletin. 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asagr.org 

 
 
 
 

Welcome 
 

Back 
 

ASA 
 

Students! 
 

 
 

School starts 

Wednesday, August 

25th! 
You can make your CSA donation by 
credit card online by visiting our parish 
website.  On the main page there is a 
link to the Diocese of Grand Rapids 
website, grdiocese.org.  That link will 
tell you how to make your donation.  
Don’t forget to reference Blessed Sac-
rament when filling out the form. 

A memorial for Lorraine LaVigne is 
being held on Sunday, September 
26

th
 from 1:00-3:00 PM at the Casino 

Club.  Light appetizers and desserts 
will be served with a balloon release 
scheduled for 2:30 PM.  Please RSVP 
to Laurie at 616-293-9143 by August 
25

th
.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TA K I N G  C A R E  O F  E A C H  O T H E R is what community is all about.
616-363-7755 

ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Arsulowicz
Brothers
MORTUARIES

458-1297
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS  AVAILABLE

Compliments of

Two Friends

Michael Boruta 616-291-7823

Proudly Serving Blessed Sacrament
Licensed Electrical Contractor

ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL

616-453-8263

Carrie Vos
Realtor®  |  ABR, e-PRO, IREP
cell: 616-460-7109
carrie@carrievos.com

Singlehandedly serving all
your real estate needs!

Director on the Greater Regional Alliance 
of Realtors (GRAR) Board of Directors

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr
Ste 104

Belmont, MI 49306
TEAMVOS

Blessed Sacrament Council 13391

Membership or Questions
call David Wrona (616)361-0437

Knights of Columbus

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

GRAND RAPIDS 
616-363-9821

GREENVILLE 
616-225-2730

HERREMANS
ORTHODONTICS
ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

stannshome.com

 
616-453-7715

Renovated Assisted
Living Rooms.

Rehabilitation | Assisted Living
Nursing

 Hospice | Memory Care

Call for a tour.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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