
2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 

TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 
FAX: (616) 447-7548 

E-MAIL: church@bsacrament.net                                                Website: www.bsacrament.net 
ASA telephone:  (616) 447-2997 

 
  

,  
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

 

Fr. George Darling, Pastor  SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday  

8:00am–4:30pm 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is  
required.   Preparation session required.  
Contact the parish office for details. 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of 
six months prior to the preferred wedding 
date.   Marriage preparation sessions are 
required. 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 
Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 
in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 
members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 
membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 
First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Scott Ware, Chair. 

Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Kelly Garbacik 

Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 

Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 

Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Dan Armock 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 
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Sat, Aug 28 VIGIL: 22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4:30 pm Esther Szotko 
Sun, Aug 29 22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Parish Family 
11:00 am Al & Marilyn Bleimiller 
Mon, Aug 30 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Tues, Aug 31 WEEKDAY 
8:30 am John Leatherman 
Wed, Sept 1 WEEKDAY 
10:30 am Mahlon Matzen 
Thurs, Sept 2 WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Fri, Sept 3 ST. GREGORY THE GREAT, POPE 

 **No Mass** 
Sat, Sept 4 VIGIL: 23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
4:30 pm Leo Boruta 
Sun, Sept 5 23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Parish Family 
11:00 am Hank & Judy Gorkowski Anniversary 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 
 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
                                                      ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 
 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 
 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
    ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst….…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 
 
 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
    ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 
 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA….……………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Masses for the Week 

Sacred Scripture 
Readings for the Week of August 29, 2021 
Sunday 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; Mk 

7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Monday 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13; Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10-11; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-6; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday St. Gregory the Great, Pope 
 Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8; Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37 

 

BY GEORGE…. 

 One of the things that Covid-19 has taken from us 
is the physical signs we use to greet one another as we no 
longer offer a handshake or a hug or a kiss when we greet 
one another.  Back 40 years ago when I was in graduate 
school in Belgium we Americans were always confused 
because we couldn't remember if it was two kisses or three.  
There they didn't offer a handshake when greeting some-
one but rather kisses on the cheek.  This was done in both 
Belgium and France -- in one you kissed twice in the other 
you offered three kisses.  The problem for some of us 
Americans was that we couldn’t remember how many kiss-
es in which country, so we would just offer our hand for a 
handshake and then blame the lack of proper social eti-
quette on the fact that we were from the United States. 
 When we offer these signs of greeting the particu-
lar sign we use, i.e., a handshake, a hug, etc. is supposed 
to be a statement about the depth of that relationship.  
Would you walk up to a total stranger and give them a hug?  
Would you extend your hand in a friendly handshake to one 
who is your sworn enemy?  Would you give a former ro-
mantic interest of yours a big kiss on the lips?  The physical 
sign that we use is supposed to be a truthful statement of 
the relationship we have with that other person.   
 The same is true when it comes to marital rela-
tions.  St. Thomas Aquinas defined chastity as "proper rela-
tions in sexual matters".  In this definition he is talking 
about the appropriate physical sign that a person uses to 
express the affection level of the relationship between that 
person and another.   Recently my cousin and his wife from 
Syracuse, New York, were here and when they walked into 
church I gave Eric a handshake and Mary and I hugged 
one another.  I looked up to see a couple of ladies looking 
at me with looks of surprise and so I introduced my cousin 
and his wife and then the ladies said "oh" and smiled, no 
longer looking as if I had done something inappropriate.  
They may have thought that I was being "unchaste" by hug-
ging this strange lady that they didn't recognize.  (we can 
get into "minding one's own business" in a later column). 
 The Catholic Church teaches that the only relation-
ship in which marital relations would be a "chaste" or prop-
er expression of the depth of the relationship would be 
within marriage.  The reason for this teaching is twofold 
given the twofold purposes of that act of intercourse.  One 
purpose would be the procreation of children.  The only 
place where the conception of a child would be a true act of 
love would be in the context of the happy marriage.  That is 
not to say that if a child is conceived outside of marriage 
that that child would not be loved by the parents, but rather 
that in the act of conceiving that child outside of the loving 
marital relationship that act  would not be a loving act as it 
would not be for the best of the child to be conceived out-
side of the stable marriage relationship.  The second pur-
pose of marital relations would be to physically express the 
total giving of one person to another which only can hap-
pen once a couple has pledged their marriage vows.  Only 
in marriage has the couple made the permanent pledge of 
themselves to one another and only there would marital 
relations be a truthful statement of the depth of their com-
mitment to one another.  For these two reasons then it is 
that the Catholic Church teaches that chastity states that 
the only proper place for marital relations is within the sta-
ble and happy marriage between husband and wife. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

Week 7 & 8/52                           8/14 - 15                8/21 - 22 
 

Adult Envelopes (176) $7,696.00 $9,648.00 
Automatic Envelopes (102) $5,106.00 $1,391.00 
Youth  $6.00 $20.50 
Loose Stewardship $210.00 $600.00 
 

Total Stewardship this week $13,018.00 $11,659.50 
 

  YTD $102,428.35 
  Budget YTD $106,000.00 
  Last YTD $108,507.05 
 

  5% Tithe this week $582.98 
  YTD Tithe $5,121.42 

BSTRIP Program 

Do you regularly shop at Meijer, Speedway or many 
other local vendors?  If so, you can help turn that 
into a donation to the Church or help a school family 
with tuition.  You can contact Darrell Beckwith at 
dbeckwith@bsacrament.net for more information 
about this program and how you can get started.  
Each year the Church receives a check from this 
program—every little bit helps! 

Have you had a change of address, phone number 
or email address? 

Please let us know by calling the Parish Office, send an 
email to church@bsacrament.net or you can go to our 
website, under the tab “About Us” and use the form there 
to get us that  info.  Thanks  for  helping  us  keep  our 
Parish records up-to-date. 

~This Week in our Parish~ 

Sponsor of the Week 
This week’s sponsor is  Arsulow-
icz Brothers Mortuaries.  
Please see this ad on the back of the 
bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please patron-
ize the sponsors on the back of this 
bulletin and thank them for their kind 
generosity. 

~In Our Thoughts & Prayers~ 
Homebound Parishioner  of the Week 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asagr.org 

 
 

The New School Year Begins! 
The first day of school, Wednesday, 
August 25th, was one of joy, excite-
ment, and nerves as students came 
back from their summer break.  The 
halls, lunch rooms, and classrooms 
were filled with conversation, laugh-
ter, and lots of learning! We have 
346 students enrolled for the year 
with 179 of those students in Kinder-
garten - 8th grade.  Please keep all 
our ASA families and students in 
your prayers as we start the new 
year! 
 
Welcome Mr. Joe Gietzen 
We are excited to welcome Mr. Joe 
Gietzen as our new Upper Campus 
Principal.  Mr. Gietzen began his 
new role on August 17, 2021.  Since 
2018, Mr. Gietzen has served as 
Dean of Students at West Catholic 
High School.  Mr. Gietzen holds two 
Bachelor’s degrees from Aquinas 
College in business administration 
and physical education and a mas-
ter’s degree in educational leader-
ship from the University of Notre 
Dame.  Mr. Gietzen replaces Ms. 
Abby Giroux as Upper Campus Prin-
cipal.  As you may know, Ms. Giroux 
accepted the position of Associate 
Director for the Alliance of Catholic 
Education’s (ACE) Program for Inclu-
sive Education (PIE) at the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame after leading the 
Upper Campus for the past six 
years. 

We need your help! 

If any one is interested in helping to decorate the Church on a 
regular basis, we are still looking for someone to fill this spot.  
You can contact Lori in the Parish Office or talk with Fr. George.  
This volunteer position deals with putting up the banners, deco-
rating the Church with flowers during the year, plus ordering 
flowers and decorating the Church for the Christmas and Easter 
seasons. 

Haiti Relief Collection 

The Dioceses is accepting donations to help the people 
of Haiti after they were hit with a  hurricane on August 
14th.  You can put your donation in an envelope marked 
Haiti Relief and we will forward the money to the Diocese 
and they will in turn send the money to Catholic Relief 
Services.  You can make a credit card donation on the 
link on the website for the Diocese of Grand Rapids. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



TA K I N G  C A R E  O F  E A C H  O T H E R is what community is all about.
616-363-7755 

ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Arsulowicz
Brothers
MORTUARIES

458-1297
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS  AVAILABLE

Compliments of

Two Friends

Michael Boruta 616-291-7823

Proudly Serving Blessed Sacrament
Licensed Electrical Contractor

ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL

616-453-8263

Carrie Vos
Realtor®  |  ABR, e-PRO, IREP
cell: 616-460-7109
carrie@carrievos.com

Singlehandedly serving all
your real estate needs!

Director on the Greater Regional Alliance 
of Realtors (GRAR) Board of Directors

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr
Ste 104

Belmont, MI 49306
TEAMVOS

Blessed Sacrament Council 13391

Membership or Questions
call David Wrona (616)361-0437

Knights of Columbus

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

GRAND RAPIDS 
616-363-9821

GREENVILLE 
616-225-2730

HERREMANS
ORTHODONTICS
ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

stannshome.com

 
616-453-7715

Renovated Assisted
Living Rooms.

Rehabilitation | Assisted Living
Nursing

 Hospice | Memory Care

Call for a tour.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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