
 
 

uesday, hursday: m 
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  9am & 11am 

Fr. George Darling, Pastor  OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Friday, 8:00am–4:00pm 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is  

required.   Preparation session required.  
Contact the parish office for details. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of 

six months prior to the preferred wedding 
date.   Marriage preparation sessions are 

required. 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 
Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 
in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 
members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 
membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 
First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 
TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 

FAX: (616) 447-7548 
E-MAIL: church@bsacrament.net                                                Website: www.bsacrament.net 

ASA telephone:  (616) 447-2997 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Dan Armock 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Scott Ware, Chair. 
Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Kelly Garbacik 
Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 
Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 
Donna Wrona 

1st Sunday - Hope 
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Sat, Nov 27 VIGIL: 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

4:30 pm Gary Goad 
Sun, Nov 28 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9:00 am Emma Kennedy 
11:00 am Parish Family 
Mon, Nov 29 ADVENT WEEKDAY 
 **No Mass** 
Tues, Nov 30 ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE 
8:30 am Maxine Melinn 
Wed, Dec 1 ADVENT WEEKDAY 
10:30 am Marian Czachorski 
Thurs, Dec 2 ADVENT WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Roger Veneklase 
Fri, Dec 3 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST 

 **No Mass** 
Sat, Dec 4 VIGIL: 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
4:30 pm Parish Family 
Sun, Dec 5 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9:00 am Sr. Kathy Przybylski 
11:00 am Anna Swart 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 
 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
                                                      ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 
 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 
 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
    ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst….…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 
 
 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
    ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 
 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA….……………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Masses for the Week 

Sacred Scripture 
Readings for the Week of November 28, 2021 
Sunday 1st Sunday of Advent 
 Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14; 1Thes 3:12– 

4:2; Lk 21:2-28, 34-36 
Monday Is 2:1-5; ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday St. Andrew, Apostle 
 Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 
 24-27 
Friday St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
 Is 29:17-24; ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 
 6-8 
Sunday 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Bar 5:1-9; ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday printing 
schedule, collection information from the 
weekend of November 27th & 28th will be 

published in next week’s bulletin. 

 

BY GEORGE…. 

As we begin the season of Advent I would like to share 
the following reflection with you: 
    
 "Human beings cannot live without hope.  Unlike the 
animals, we are blessed - or cursed - with the ability to 
think about the future and to fear our actions to shaping 
it.  So essential is this to human life, that human beings 
cannot live without hope, without something to live for, 
without something to look forward to.  To be without 
hope, to have nothing to live for, is to surrender to death 
in despair.  But we can find all sorts of things to live for 
and we can hope for almost anything: for some measure 
of success or security or for the realization of some 
more or less modest ambition; for our children, that they 
might be saved from our mistakes and sufferings and 
find a better life than we have known; for a better world, 
throwing ourselves into politics or medicine or technolo-
gy so that future generations might be better off.  Not all 
of these forms of hope are selfish; indeed, they have 
given dignity and purpose to the lives of countless gen-
erations. 
    But one of the reasons why we read the Old Testa-
ment during Advent is to learn what to hope for.  The 
people of the Old Testament had the courage to hope 
for big things: that the desert would be turned into fertile 
land; that their scattered and divided people would even-
tually be gathered again; that the blind would see, the 
deaf hear, the lame walk; that not only their own people, 
but all the peoples of the earth, would be united in the 
blessings of everlasting peace.  Clearly, their hopes 
were no different from ours or from any human being's: 
lasting peace, tranquil lives, sufficiency of food, an end 
to suffering, pain and misery. 
    Thus we hope for the same things as the Old Testa-
ment people, for their hopes are not yet realized.  But 
we differ from them in two ways.  First, the coming of 
Jesus in history, as a partial fulfillment of God's promis-
es, immeasurably confirms and strengthens our hope.  
Secondly, we differ from the Old Testament people be-
cause Jesus has revealed to us that God is not afar off, 
but is already in our midst.  Hence the importance in the 
Advent liturgy of John the Baptist and of Mary: because 
they recognized the new situation, they serve as models 
for the Church in discerning the presence of our Savior 
in the world." 
 
From "The Spirit of Advent" by Mark Searle. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Blessed Sacrament Parish 

Advent Season 2021 

Advent is a time of anticipation, but anticipation of what?  Surely we are waiting 
for more than the celebration of Christmas, a major feast of the church year.  
Nor are we awaiting the coming of Christ into history, for Christ entered history 
hundreds of years ago.  So what are we anticipating? 
 

We do look forward to Christmas.  However, we do so not merely because it is 
the anniversary of a past event, but because these promises made so long ago 
have burst open in human history with the birth of Jesus, and ever since that 
first Christmas they have been struggling to take shape in the lives of women 
and men. 
 

Advent is the time when this future time of peace, a time that broke into history 
with a past event, has the power to transform our lives in the present. 

As announced in last week’s bulletin, our annual Advent Giving 
Tree is now up in the narthex.  We will be giving to the same or-
ganizations this year, Arbor Circle, The Grand Rapids Home for 
Veterans, the Prison and Jail Ministry, and Meijer gift cards for par-
ish families in need.  Last year we offered the opportunity for pa-
rishioners to purchase items online and have them mailed directly 
to two of our organizations.  If that worked well for you, we would 
like to offer that same option again this year.   Again, if you are 
taking a tag from the tree and returning it to Church, please re-
member that the gift should not be wrapped and the tag should be 
attached.  Gifts being brought back to Church will need to be here 
no later than Sunday, December 19th.  We will include a list for 
these two organizations in next week’s bulletin, also it will be on 
our website.  The direct addresses for these two organizations are: 
 
The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans 
Attn:  Deanna Reames 
3000 Monroe NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 
Arbor Circle 
Attn:  Janell Hill, Homeless Youth Services 
1115 Ball Ave NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

We are also in need of volunteers who might like to help deliver 
our gifts.  Please call Lori in the Parish Office at 616-447-7554 if 
you would like to help! 

We will keep you 
posted as to 
Mass times for 
Christmas Eve 
and Christmas 
Day. 

We will again be offering 
the Little Blue Book and 
they are available to be 
picked up in the Church 
narthex or by the side 
door in the back of 
Church. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Be hopeful!  Week  1.  “Hope 
does not disappoint us…”  
Romans 5:5 
The first Advent candle urges you 
to be full of hope.  Hope is not 
wishful thinking or a pipe dream.  
Hope is more.  It bespeaks a con-
fidence that what you yearn for is 
happening. God is coming! Real-
ly.  Be Hopeful! 
 

Be Ready!  Week  2.  “Prepare 
the way of the Lord…”  Isaiah 
40:3 
The second candle of Advent 
urges you to prepare for the sec-
ond coming of our Lord.  We pre-
pare our homes for the holidays 
but are we preparing our hearts?    
 

Be  Joyful!  Week  3.  “Good 
News of great JOY to all peo-
ple…”  Luke 2:10 
The third candle of Advent urges 
you to be full of joy.  It is a personal emotion.  It spread from an angel to shepherds and finally to 
you.  Be joyful! 
 

Be Love!  Week  4.  “God sent his Son…”  Galatians 4:4 
The fourth candle of Advent candle urges you to love everyone.  Love itself came to earth on Christ-
mas Day.  Emmanuel was born.  God gave us the ability to be “love” in this world.   

Be vigilant, for the Son of Man is coming 
soon.  Let us greet him with songs of joy! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 BSTRIP Program 

Do you regularly shop at Meijer, 
Speedway or many other local ven-
dors?  If so, you can help turn that into 
a donation to the Church or help a 
school family with tuition.  You can 
contact Darrell Beckwith at dbeck-
with@bsacrament.net for more infor-
mation about this program and how 
you can get started.  Each year the 
Church receives a check from this pro-
gram—every little bit helps! 

~This Week in our Parish~ 
 
 
 

   Mon Nov 29:  5:30pm Advent by Candlelight, MPR 
  Tues Nov 30:  9:15am-1pm Eucharistic Adoration, Church 
  9:15am Adult Bible Study, MPR 
  5:30-6pm Children’s Choir rehearsal, MPR 
  6-6:30pm Honor Choir rehearsal, MPR 
  6:00pm Pickleball, Family Center 
  6:00pm Walk the Halls, ASA school building 
  6:45pm Adult Choir rehearsal, MPR 
Thurs Dec 2:  6:30pm Knights of Columbus Meeting, conference room 
  6:30pm Parish Family Advent Night, Church and MPR 

Sponsor of the Week 
This week’s sponsor is  MLB 
Electric.  Please see this ad on 

the back of the bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please patron-
ize the sponsors on the back of this 
bulletin and thank them for their kind 
generosity. 

~In Our Thoughts & Prayers~ 
Homebound Parishioner  of the Week 

Have you had a change of  
address, phone number or 

email address? 

We are always looking to keep our 
database updated.  If you have had a 
change of address, phone number or 
email address, please let us know by 
calling the Parish Office, emailing us 
at church@bsacrament.net, or you 
can go to our website, under the tab 
“About Us” and use the form there to 
get us that info.  Thanks for helping 
us keep our Parish records up-to-
date. 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asagr.org 

 
 

Service at ASA 
Did you know students at ASA are 
required to fulfill a certain number of 
service hours? Service is one of the 
core values of ASA and a core com-
ponent of helping our students learn 
to live out the Gospel in our lives. By 
the time our students graduate, we 
expect them to put into action  
Christ’s teaching through service 
and offer joyful service to various 
opportunities in both the internal and 
external communities. Every two 
years All Saints Academy picks a 
new organization to partner with. 
The previous two years we part-
nered with Help Pregnancy Crisis 
Aid. This year we are starting a new 
partnership with be nice., the mental 
health organization of West Michi-
gan. One of the first ways our com-
munity will partner with be nice. is by 
donating the money raised from our 
upcoming $1 jean day to them. We 
look forward to sharing more about 
our partnership with be nice. during 
these next two years! 

~Outside the Parish~ 

West Catholic Christmas  
Art and Craft Show 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 
9am to 3 pm 

West Catholic High School 
1801 Bristol Ave NW, Grand Rapids 

Food, snacks, and shopping fun! 
Over 200 crafters for your pleasure! 

$3.00 admission donation 

Tax Assistance Program 

The Volunteers in Tax Assistance pro-
gram is a FREE program for low/
moderate income individuals in Kent 
County.  This year the program will be 
located on the westside of Grand Rap-
ids at Trinity Reformed Church.  Vol-
unteer tax preparers are greatly need-
ed! Free certification training will be 
provided online in early January.  
Please contact Sandy Stuckhardt at 
sandy.newdevelopmentcorp.org          
if interested.  

Walk the Halls 

As days are getting shorter and the 
weather is getting colder, we are offer-
ing a place to come and walk indoors.  
On Tuesdays from 6-7:30pm, you can 
walk the school halls.  Please enter 
the building through the family center 
door (across from the Church). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://sandy.newdevelopmentcorp.org/


TA K I N G  C A R E  O F  E A C H  O T H E R is what community is all about.
616-363-7755 

ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Compliments of

Two Friends

Michael Boruta 616-291-7823

Proudly Serving Blessed Sacrament
Licensed Electrical Contractor

ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL

616-453-8263

Carrie Vos
Realtor®  |  ABR, e-PRO, IREP
cell: 616-460-7109
carrie@carrievos.com

Singlehandedly serving all
your real estate needs!

Director on the Greater Regional Alliance 
of Realtors (GRAR) Board of Directors

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr
Ste 104

Belmont, MI 49306
TEAMVOS

Blessed Sacrament Council 13391

Membership or Questions
call David Wrona (616)361-0437

Knights of Columbus

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

GRAND RAPIDS 
616-363-9821

GREENVILLE 
616-225-2730

HERREMANS
ORTHODONTICS
ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

stannshome.com

 
616-453-7715

Renovated Assisted
Living Rooms.

Rehabilitation | Assisted Living
Nursing

 Hospice | Memory Care

Call for a tour.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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