
2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 
TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 
FAX: (616) 447-7548 
email:  church@bsacrament.net 
www.bsacrament.net 
ASA telephone:  (616) 447-2997 

 

Fr. George Darling, Pastor 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Friday, 8:00am–4:00pm 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 

Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 

in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 

members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 

membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 

First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Kelly Garbacik, Chair. 
Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 
Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 
Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Dan Armock 
Tim Callery 

Tammy Chartier 
Bob Dean 

Barb Lawrence 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is required.   

Preparation session required.  Contact the 
parish office for details. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of six 

months prior to the preferred wedding date.   
Marriage preparation sessions are required. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Weekday Mass: 

Tuesday, Thursday:  8:30am 
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  9am & 11am 

Parish: 
@Blessed Sacrament Parish Grand Rapids 
Rel ious Ed:  
@Blessed Sacrament - Religious Education 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 
 
“I came into this world for judgment, 
so that those who do not see might see, 
and those who do see might be blind.” 
 

                                                           John 9:39 
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Sat, Mar 18 VIGIL:  4th SUNDAY OF LENT 
4:30 pm James & Margaret Leonard 
Sun, Mar 19 4th SUNDAY OF LENT 
9:00 am Gene Borek 
11:00 am Parish Family 
Mon, Mar 20 ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF MARY 

**No Mass** 
Tues, Mar 21 LENTEN WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Patrick Murray 
Wed, Mar 22 LENTEN WEEKDAY 
10:30 am Fr. Joseph Kelly 
Thurs, Mar 23 
8:30 am 
Fri, Mar 24 

Sat, Mar 25 
4:30 pm 
Sun, Mar 26 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 
Patricia Wisneski 
LENTEN WEEKDAY 

**No Mass** 
VIGIL:  5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

Wendelin Schmich 
5th SUNDAY OF LENT 
Parish Family 
James Donahue 

Pastoral Team 
Father George E. Darling, Pastor…..…father@bsacrament.net 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
    ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
       ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 

Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst  .…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
       ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 

Michael Debri, Principal ASA………………..mdebri@asagr.org 

Week 37/52 
Adult Envelopes (100 used) $7,547.00 
Automatic Envelopes (37 used) 1,391.00 
Youth 14.80 
Loose Stewardship 470.00 

Total Stewardship this week $9,422.80 

YTD $472,347.02 
Budget YTD $490,961.54 

Last YTD $498,811.47 

5% Tithe this week $471.14 
YTD Tithe $23,617.35 

Sacred Scripture 

Masses for the Week 

Readings for the Week of March 19, 2023 
Sunday 4th Sunday of Lent 

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 
9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Monday St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom 
4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

Tuesday Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13c-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-

30 
Saturday The Annunciation of the Lord 

Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-
38 

Sunday 5th Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 or 
11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

Stewardship - Week of March 11 & 12 

By George…. 

During Lent we practice our three disciplines 
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  We practice them 
for six weeks so that practice will make them perfect.  
The first of these disciplines on which we reflect is 
prayer. 

We teach the children in our parish school 
that there are four types of prayer -- adoration, con-
trition, petition, and thanksgiving.  We teach them 
that prayer is "communicating with God."  We know 
that good communication involves both talking and 
listening.  Sadly for how many people do we have 
just as poor listening skills when it comes to God as 
we do when it comes to other people?  Numerous 
people that I have met over the years have simply 
reduced prayer to petitioning God for what they want 
as if God were a genie in the bottle.  The bottle sits 
on a shelf collecting dust until they want something 
at which time they take the bottle from the shelf, dust 
it off, and rub it summoning their God genie to come 
out of it.  They demand of their God genie their one 
wish and then put the God genie back in the bottle 
and back on the shelf to collect dust until they want 
something once again.  Frustrated with God they 
become as this type of prayer is fruitless. 

Hence, during the season of Lent we go back 
to practicing that skill of prayer in order to get it cor-
rect.  We remember that prayer is not just petitioning 
God for what we want, but also praising God in ado-
ration of God's kindness, asking God's forgiveness 
for our sins and vanity, and giving thanks to God for 
all that God has given to us starting with our very 
existence on this planet.  Also we train ourselves to 
take the time to listen to God instead of us doing all 
of the talking.  Many moments do we have during 
the day to listen to God when we are doing mindless 
activities like brushing our teeth, taking a shower, 
driving the car, cleaning up after dinner, getting 
dressed in the morning, etc.  During Lent we can 
find all of these little bits of time we have and we can 
then train ourselves to listen to God at those times 
such that we can come to know God's will and can 
then work to help make God's will be done and 
God's kingdom come.  Then will our prayer lives be-
come fruitful.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week in our Parish 

   Mon Mar 20:  6:00pm Preschool Concert, Church 
  Tues Mar 21:  9:00am-1pm Eucharistic Adoration, Church 
  9:15am Adult Bible Study, MPR 
  1:00pm Card Making Ministry, MPR 
  5:30-6pm Children’s Choir rehearsal, MPR 
  6:00pm Pickleball/Walk the Halls, Family Center 
  6:30pm 1st Reconcilliation, Church 
  6-6:30pm Honor Choir rehearsal, MPR 
  6:45pm Adult Choir rehearsal, MPR 
 Thurs Mar 23: 6:30pm Religious Ed classes, school classrooms 
  6:30pm 1st Reconcilliation, Church 
  6:30pm Revive Basketball Group, Family Center 
      Fri Mar 24:  7:00pm Stations of the Cross, Church 

This week’s sponsor is St. Ann’s 
Home. Please see this ad on the 

back of the bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please pat-
ronize the sponsors on the back of 
this bulletin and thank them for their 
kind generosity. 

 

 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Michael Debri, Principal 
www.asagr.org 

 

ASA Social Media 
ASA’s social media provides stories 
and pictures of daily life at ASA and 
allows our larger ASA community to 
stay connected with what happens 
inside our buildings. Follow us today 
on Facebook (facebook.com/
ASAEagles), Twitter (@ASAEagles), 
& Instagram (@asa_eagles)! 
 

Support Our Sponsors 
All Saints Academy and businesses 
on the northeast side of Grand Rap-
ids are working together to assist our 
students through the ASA Sponsors 
Program. Thank you to all ASA spon-
sors for your donation! Our sponsors 
this year include CWD Real Estate, 
Zeal Insurance, Rhoades McKee, 
Pure Mitten Homes, GetAway Vaca, 
Frosty Boy, West Michigan Band, 
Herremans Orthodontics, Schaafsma 
Heating & Cooling, and  Kroon & 
Mitchell. You can find more infor-
mation about our sponsors, how to 
support them, and how to become an 
ASA sponsor on our website at 
asagr.org/sponsors. 

You can make your CSA donation 
by credit card online by visiting our 
parish website.  On the main page 
there is a link to the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids website, grdio-
cese.org.  That link will tell you 
how to make your donation.  Don’t 
forget to reference Blessed Sacra-
ment when filling out the form. 

Sponsor of the Week 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Homebound Parishioner of the Week 

This week we talked about Renewal.  We are renewing 
our focus on Loving Thy Neighbor through acts of service, 
as we did during Advent.   On our leaves, we wrote some-
thing we did for someone during the week.  On our flow-
ers, we wrote prayers:  yellow are petitions, pink are 
praise, light blue are thanksgiving.  We invite you to write 
a prayer on a flower. 

Please continue to support HELP Pregnancy Aid by 

dropping off your gently used (or new) baby and tod-
dler supplies in the narthex.  There is a pamphlet listing 
items needed. 

New "Revive" Basketball Group for Women! 

Blessed Sacrament Parish is now hosting a new basketball group for 
women! Did you used to play in school? Are you itching to play? Are you 
looking for a fun way to 'revive' not only your basketball skills but also 
your faith-based relationships?  Then you are more than welcome to 
come and try it out! Whether you are in or out of shape, come and join us 
on Thursday nights from 6:30-7:30pm in the Parish Family Center. For 
more information please call/text Mary Pereira at 616-240-7896. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Alex Ritzenhein 

231-215-8415
aritzenhein@vprm.net

Home Auto Commercial Life

Insurance Advisor 
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