BLESSED SACR AMENT PARISH

Advent

i IERD

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Weekday Mass:
Tuesday, Thursday: 8:30am
Wednesday: 10:30am
Weekend Mass:
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 9am & 11am

Find us on
PARISH:

Facebook

@Blessed Sacrament Parish Grand Rapids

Religious Ed:
@Blessed Sacrament - Religious Education

2275 Diamond Avenue NE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505
TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554
FAX: (616) 447-7548

email: church@bsacrament.net
www.bsacrament.net

ASA telephone: (616) 447-2997

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday, 8:00am—4:00pm

W E E K

Fr. George Darling, Pastor

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Parish registration of six months is required.
Preparation session required. Contact the
parish office for details.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Contact the parish office a minimum of six
months prior to the preferred wedding date.
Marriage preparation sessions are required.

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP

New members are always welcome to our
Parish. Parishioner status is maintained by
registration in the parish, active participation
in weekend liturgies and full participation in
the parish stewardship program. All family
members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish. Parish
membership and participation is required of
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism,
First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony.

FINANCE COUNCIL
Jim Wila, Chair.

Bob Dean, Vice Chair.
Tammy Chartier

Barb Lawrence
Brenda Ormstad

Deb Schmalzel

Terry Staskey

Rick Townshend

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Kelly Garbacik, Chair.
Liz Connell

Jim Fochtman

Doug Graves

Jeremy Reed

Kathy Schwartz

Mark Steiner

Donna Wrona
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MAsSES FOR THE WEEK

By GEORGE....

Sat, Dec 16 VIGIL: 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
4:30 pm Parish Family
Sun, Dec 17 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT %
9:00 am Waranica Family
11:00 am Jerry Korstange
Mon, Dec 18 ADVENT WEEKDAY
No Mass
Tues, Dec 19 ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:30 am Frank Plank
Wed, Dec 20 ADVENT WEEKDAY
10:30 am Fr. John Wisneski
Thurs, Dec 21 ADVENT WEEKDAY
8:30 am Deceased members of Borek/Edgerle
families
Fri, Dec 22 ADVENT WEEKDAY
No Mass
Sat, Dec 23 VIGIL: 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
4:30 pm Wendelin Schmich; Jim
Schmidbauer g gg
Sun, Dec 24 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am Parish Family
11:00 am Special Intention

ChE X 0

SACRED SCRIPTURE

Readings for the Week of December 17, 2023

Sunday 3rd Sunday of Advent
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; (Ps) Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 1 Thes
5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
Monday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Tuesday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-6, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38

Thursday  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;
Lk 1:39-45

Friday 1Sm 1:24-28; (Ps) 1 Sm 3:1, 4-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56

Saturday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4bc-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-
66

Sunday 4th Sunday of Advent

2Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom
16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
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PASTORAL TEAM

Following the announcement of my upcoming retirement
as Pastor of Blessed Sacrament Parish the question has
been asked about why | didn't say anything about my re-
tirement from the role of Canonical Administrator of All
Saints Academy. The reason why | didn't say anything is
because to the best of my knowledge it is not happening at
this time. The problems that prevent me from carrying out
my duties as Pastor of the Parish are not problems with
regard to my duties as Canonical Administrator of All
Saints Academy. As Canonical Administrator my role is
oversight -- oversight of the principal, oversight of the
Board of Directors, oversight of the budget and finances,
and oversight of any legal matters concerning the school.
None of these oversight responsibilities require me to be in
a certain place at a certain time with a group of folks wait-
ing for an activity that can only be done by me such as a
Mass on Sunday morning. With regard to my activities
with the school | am not required to be anywhere at any
particular time. Sometimes | go to the monthly Board of
Director meetings and sometimes | don't. | can have my
weekly meeting with the principal whenever things are
working out for me that | can drive in to the school to see
him, or he can drive to see me wherever | might be. Or it
might be that we touch base on the telephone or the inter-
net. Signing checks each week is something that | can
drive in to do when | am able to, or the checks can be
brought to me and | can sign them wherever | am. In my
role as Canonical Administrator | am not required to be at
Mass, or graduation, or a particular meeting or gathering of
people that can only occur if | am there. So, at least for the
time being, | believe that | will continue to function as Ca-
nonical Administrator of All Saints Academy since the let-
ter from Bishop Walkowiak only stated that | am to be
granted retirement status from being Pastor of Blessed
Sacrament Parish.

If you haven't read last weekend's bulletin | will be retir-
ing from the position of Pastor of Blessed Sacrament Par-
ish effective December 31,2023. As | wrote last week in
response to numerous questions, | don't yet know who will
replace me here as Pastor. That decision is in the hands
of Bishop Walkowiak and whenever | hear anything about
it | will be sure to let you know. Hence my explanation
above that even though | will no longer be serving as Pas-
tor of the Parish, at this point | am intending to remain
serving as Canonical Administrator as the problems that
prevent me from serving as Pastor do not prevent me from
serving as Canonical Administrator of All Saints Academy.

STEWARDSHIP - WEEK OF DECEMBER 9 & 10

Father George E. Darling, Pastor........ father@bsacrament.net

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager
....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary............ church@bsacrament.net

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education
....jdegraw@bsacrament.net
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst .......vglynn@bsacrament.net

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly
....mlemire@bsacrament.net

Joseph Gietzen, Principal ASA............... jgietzen@asagr.org

Week 24/52

Adult Envelopes (128 used) $10,929.00
Automatic Envelopes (33 used) 1,286.00
Youth 21.00
Loose Stewardship 600.00
Total Stewardship this week $12.836.00
YTD $289,704.42

Budget YTD $312,461.54

Last YTD $299,049.22

5% Tithe this week $641.80

YTD Tithe $14,485.22

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Sat Dec 16: 5:30pm Coffee & Doughnuts, Family Center
Sun Dec 17: 10:00am & noon Coffee & Doughnuts, Family Center
Tues Dec 19: 9:00am-1pm Eucharistic Adoration, Church
9:15am Adult Ed, MPR
1:00pm Card Making Ministry, MPR
5:45-6:15pm Children’s Choir rehearsal, MPR
6:00pm Pickleball, Family Center
6:15-6:45pm Honor Choir rehearsal, MPR
7:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal, MPR
Thurs Dec 21: 7:00pm Ladies Revive Basketball Group, Family Center

REMINDER: If you are unable
to attend Mass and would like to
receive  Holy  Communion,
please contact Marie LeMire at
616-260-4685 to arrange a visit.

ASA ScRIP PROGRAM

Do you regularly shop at Meijer, Speedway or many other
local vendors? If so, you can help turn that into a donation
to the Church or help a school family with tuition. You can
contact Darrell Beckwith at dbeckwith@bsacrament.net for
more information about this program and how you can get
started. Each year the Church receives a check from this
program—every little bit helps!

OUTSIDE THE PARISH

MIDNIGHT MASS AND CONCERT TO BE BROADCAST
FROM THE CATHEDRAL ON FOX 17 AND ONLINE

The Prelude of Carols followed by Midnight Mass will be broadcast
live from the Cathedral of Saint Andrew on FOX 17 and on the di-
ocesan website, grdiocese.org, and Facebook page (Diocese of
Grand Rapids) on Christmas Eve. The concert begins at 11pm fol-
lowed by Mass at midnight.

On Christmas morning, there will be a replay of Mass on FOX 17

at 7am.

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
HOMEBOUND PARISHIONER OF THE WEEK

Please remember in your thoughts and

prayers our parishioner Judy Frantz, recov-

_ ering from a stay in the hospital. Cards

S=j=e may be sent to 2558 Knapp St NE, 49505.

I Let Judy know you are a parishioner and
that you are thinking of her.

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997
4 Mile Rd./363-7725
Joseph Gietzen, Principal

IAll Saints Academy Www.asagr.or

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

We invite you to join us on Mon-
day, December 18 as our Kinder-
garten through 8th grade students
help us celebrate Christ’s birth!
Join us at 6:30pm as we gather at
St. Judes for our program. We
hope you will join us in our cele-
bration!

PLEASE PRAY FOR Us

We ask all parishioners of our
founding parishes to pray for the
faculty and staff at ASA as we
strive to form saints to serve all.
We also ask that you keep our
students in your prayers, as well,
as they grow with Christ, espe-
cially during this Advent season.
Through Christ all things are pos-
sible!

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

This week’s sponsor is Herre~

mans Orthodontics. Please
see this ad on the back of the bulle-
tin.

These advertisers help to defray all
publishing costs which the Church

would otherwise incur. Please pat-
ronize the sponsors on the back of
this bulletin and thank them for their
kind generosity.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

Proudly serving

our community.

REYERS NORTH VALLEY

CHAPEL | GRAND RAPIDS
616-363-7755 | ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Car

"Family Owned & Operated "

458-1297

Pre-Arrangements Available

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG

Aoply for the 2024-2025
school year today!

DIOCESAN IN LOVING Consider
PARISHIONER MEMORY OF Rememb ering

4073 WEST RIVER DR.

COMSTOCK PARK

BODY SHOP, Inc. coliision services

616 784 5395

HERREMANS
ORTHODONTICS
ORTHODORTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

GRAND RAPIDS
616-363-9821
GREENVILLE

616-225-2730

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

cell 616-460-7109

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr, Ste 104

WEST CATHOLIC

rie (Eﬂ“l]Wﬂ) Vos

Realtor
A

@imu of gmnd %ﬂpl’d&

Catholic Cemeteries
grcathcem.org = 616-453-1636

tors
-il Director

FRO, IREP

carrie@carrievos.com

L Starting Nov. 15 at Holy Cross,
www.carrievos.com

St. Peter & Paul, Mt. Calvary & St. Andrew Cemeteries
wooden crosses (purchased through Holy Cross) & Christmas
wreaths (zip tied to a tripod) may be placed at graves.

EEEEEER
Dec. 1st these items may be placed at Resurrection Cemetery.
Mo grave blankets are allowed at any of these cemeteries.

Belmont, M| 49306

OPERYiES

Support your LOCAL
Catholic radio station by
donating your car, truck,
boat or camper to Holy
Family Radio and our
parish will receive a
portion of the proceeds!

We will take care of
all the paperwork
and expense of

1140 AM 98.3FM  91.5FM 89.7 FM [aalslilsle Ragt=RN=lall= -0
HFRLIVE.NET Call 844-33-RADIO
(B44-337-2346)

YOUR LOCAL CATHOLIC RADIO NETWORK

WVHF 1140 AM

MIKULA CHIROPRACTIC PC.

Brian P. Mikula D.C.

Jean M. Mikula, D.C.
{Parishioner)

Chirapractic care for adults, children, and babies
MikulaChiropractic.net - 4029 Plainfield NE - (616) 365-0255

Life Story Funeral Homes

ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL

616-453-8263

Alex Ritzenhein

Insurance Advisor
231-215-8415
aritzenhein@vprm.net

£ Vantaghointe.

Bleshed Sacrament Council 13391 E 3 :_ LY

. Rnights
- nt Columbus

Membership or Questions
call David Wrona (616)361-0437
Scan the QR Code to join us for free! E

HIGH SCHOOL

Home * Auto » Commercial * Life

P Yortheatt

AUTOMOTIVE

$20 OFF
Any service of
$100 ar mora,

1156 Knapp St. NE
(616)364-6200

www.northeastautomotive.com

Compliments of

Two Friends

The App foF &

¢

Russell
Smith

For further information,
please call the parish office.

Your Parish in
Your Will

Catholic Life Eve’ry Day

Ayilabla

App Sture

L

catholicmatch’
Michigan

>

CatholicMatch.com/goMI

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/1147

% DISCOVERMASS

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11470216
http://myParishApp.com

