
2275 Diamond Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49505 
TELEPHONE: (616) 447-7554 
FAX: (616) 447-7548 
email:  church@bsacrament.net 
www.bsacrament.net 
ASA telephone:  (616) 447-2997 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Friday, 8:00am–4:00pm 

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP 
New members are always welcome to our 

Parish.  Parishioner status is maintained by 
registration in the parish, active participation 

in weekend liturgies and full participation in 
the parish stewardship program.  All family 

members 18 years and older should be indi-
vidually registered with the parish.  Parish 

membership and participation is required of 
those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, 

First Eucharist, Confirmation and Matrimony. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Kelly Garbacik, Chair. 
Liz Connell 
Jim Fochtman 
Doug Graves 
Jeremy Reed 
Kathy Schwartz 
Mark Steiner 
Donna Wrona 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jim Wila, Chair. 

Bob Dean, Vice Chair. 
Tammy Chartier 
Barb Lawrence 

Brenda Ormstad 
Deb Schmalzel 
Terry Staskey 

Rick Townshend 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parish registration of six months is required.   

Preparation session required.  Contact the 
parish office for details. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Contact the parish office a minimum of six 

months prior to the preferred wedding date.   
Marriage preparation sessions are required. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Weekday Mass: 

Tuesday, Thursday:  8:30am 
Wednesday:  10:30am 

Weekend Mass: 
Saturday:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  9am & 11am 

Parish: 
@Blessed Sacrament Parish Grand Rapids 
Rel ious Ed:  
@Blessed Sacrament - Religious Education 
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Sat, Feb 10 VIGIL: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 pm Parish Family 
Sun, Feb 11 6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am Carolyn Szybinski 
11:00 am L/D members DeVries Family 
Mon, Feb 12 WEEKDAY 

No Mass 
Tues, Feb 13 WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Howard Koenderes 
Wed, Feb 14 ASH WEDNESDAY 
10:30 am Parish Family 
7:00 pm Parish Family 
Thurs, Feb 15 
8:30 am 
Fri, Feb 16 

Sat, Feb 17 
4:30 pm 
Sun, Feb 18 
10:00 am 

THURSDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wesley Jankowski 
FRIDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 

No Mass 
VIGIL:  1st SUNDAY OF LENT 

John Kandra 
1st SUNDAY OF LENT 
Rosemary Banka 

Pastoral Team 

Fr. Christopher Epplett,  Canonical Administrator 
  …..cepplett@stalphonsusgr.org 

Darrell Beckwith, Business Manager 
    ....dbeckwith@bsacrament.net 

Lori Borek, Parish Secretary…………church@bsacrament.net 

Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education 
       ….jdegraw@bsacrament.net 

Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. Asst  .…...vglynn@bsacrament.net 

Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly 
       ….mlemire@bsacrament.net 

Joseph Gietzen, Principal ASA……………jgietzen@asagr.org 

Week 32/52 
Adult Envelopes (98 used) $9,148.00 
Automatic Envelopes (61 used) 5,086.00 
Youth 34.50 
Loose Stewardship 638.50 

Total Stewardship this week $14,907.00 

YTD $394,338.47 
Budget YTD $416,615.38 

Last YTD $411,119.95 

5% Tithe this week $745.35 
YTD Tithe $19,716.92 

Sacred Scripture 

Masses for the Week 

Readings for the Week of February 11, 2024 
Sunday 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11; 1 Cor 10:31—
11:1; Mk 1:40-45 

Monday Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76; Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-15, 18-19; Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday Ash Wednesday 

Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6a, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20—6:2; 
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6a, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday 1st Sunday of Lent 

Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15 

Stewardship-Week of February 3 & 4 

From Bishop Walkowiak…. 

Lent 2024 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
     As we participate in the National Eucharistic Re-

vival, we are called to intentionally reflect on how the 
Eucharist—the Bread of Life—compels us to share 
bread for life with all members of our human family. 
Through the Eucharist, Jesus calls us into relation-
ship with Him to serve our brothers and sisters most 
in need. 
     One longstanding program that can assist us in 

serving the members of our human family who face 
the challenges associated with hunger and poverty is 
the Catholic Relief Services’ (CRS) Rice Bowl. This 
faith-in-action program helps us to more fully live out 
the Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiv-
ing.  
     Your contribution to this important program 

makes a lasting impact. In addition to providing im-
mediate physical nutrition to curb hunger, CRS Rice 
Bowl programs provide education about sustainable 
farming practices to ensure that people in more than 
120 countries continue to thrive. 
     In addition to helping our brothers and sisters 

around the world, 25% of donations to CRS Rice 
Bowl each year stay in West Michigan to support 
hunger and poverty alleviation efforts. Your donations 
supported pantries including the Bread of Life Food 
Pantry and Grandmother’s Cupboard Baby Pantry at 
St. Ann - St. Ignatius Parish in Baldwin, the Caritas 
Food Pantry through St. Mary Parish in Custer, which 
serves several counties, and the Mary’s Heart Food 
Pantry run at St. Mary’s of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Muskegon. Thank you for your generosity in 
supporting these local efforts! 
     Please join me in giving alms to the CRS Rice 

Bowl program this year. Your support can change 
lives. To learn more, visit crsricebowl.org. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend David J. Walkowiak 
Bishop of Grand Rapids  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Each Friday during Lent—6:30pm 
**NO Stations on Good Friday** 

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Each Tuesday 

9:15am-1:00pm 
 

LENT FAMILY NIGHT 
Thursday, March 21st 

6:30—7:45pm, Church & MPR 
 

VIA DOLOROSA 
Thursday, March 28th 

Walk begins at the St. Jude campus at 8:30am 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
Weekend of March 23rd & 24th 
Regular weekend Mass times 

 

EASTER TRIDUUM SCHEDULE 
 

HOLY THURSDAY, March 28th 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Adoration following Mass until 10:00pm 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, March 29th 
Good Friday Liturgy 

(Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, Holy 
Communion) 

 

HOLY SATURDAY, MARCH 30th 
Blessing of the Food Baskets at noon in 

the Church 
Easter Vigil Mass (time to be determined) 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31st 
Mass at 10:00am 

 
**Please note that there will be no Mass Saturday,  

March 30th at 4:30pm.** 

Stations of the Cross 
In His suffering and death, Jesus reveals to us the truth 
about God and ourselves.  Join us as we pray reflecting 
on  the  Stations  of  the  Cross  on  Fridays  at  6:30pm 
during Lent.  Please note the time has changed this 
year and Marie LeMire will be taking over praying of 
the Stations.  Fr. Christopher Epplett will probably do 
one or two weeks as well. 

Lenten  Black Books 
The Little Black Book, which includes six-minute reflec-
tions on the weekly Gospels of Lent, will be available in 
the Church Narthex.  Think of it as your companion for 
Lent.  The goal is for you to find six minutes of quiet time 
everyday to walk through this book one page at a time. 

Operation Rice Bowl 
This is one of our parish outreach activities.  Operation 
Rice Bowl the largest charitable Lenten project in the 
world.  The funds donated reach around the globe as a 
demonstration of our Christian love.  Please remember 
the ministry of Operation Rice Bowl in your prayers and in 
your generosity.  Rice Bowls are available in the Church 
narthex.  Please return them to Church during the Easter 
Triduum or the Sunday following Easter Sunday. 

Blessing the Food Baskets 

Baskets containing a sampling of Easter foods are 
brought to church to be blessed on Holy Saturday. This 
blessing will take place on Holy Saturday, April 3rd, at 
noon in the Church. 

40 Days for Life 
Would you be willing to pray for one hour to end abor-
tion? 40 DAYS FOR LIFE is a pro-life effort that consists 
of 40 days of praying, fasting, and holding a peaceful 
vigil in front of an abortion facility.  The date designated 
for our Blessed Sacrament Church family to pray in front 
of Planned Parenthood at 425 Cherry St SE is Sunday, 
March 10th from 1:00pm to 6:00pm.  Participants can 
sign up for one hour to pray either by going  online to 
Genius or by signing the sheet in the back of the church. 

Contact Marie LeMire at 616-260-4685 with questions.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Throughout Lent families are asked to pray, 
fast and give alms.  Parishioners are asked to pray 
for and write notes or send a card to our parish family 
homebound or person in assisted living facility who is 
listed in the bulletin each week. 

 

Lenten Disciplines 
 

Fasting & Abstinence:  Catholics aged 14 and older should abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent.  Also, on Ash Wednesday and Good Fri-
day, Catholics from age 18-59 fast, limiting themselves to one full meal and two smaller meals 
each day.  You can do more than this minimum requirement if you so desire.  The  point  of  
fasting  and  abstinence  is  to remind  us  of  our  humility  before  God  as  we undergo con-
version in God’s love. 
 
Prayer:  Catholics are encouraged to pray more during Lent, especially with the Scrip-
ture.  Lent is also an ideal time to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in preparation for 
the celebration of Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection. 
 
Almsgiving:  Moved by the sacrifice of Christ, many Christians combine almsgiving 
with fasting, giving to the poor the money they saved by eating, drinking or buying less.  We  
encouraged the use of rice bowls to benefit Catholic Relief Services. 

A Lenten Prayer 
Fast from judging others; feast on Christ in them. 
Fast from wanting more; feast on being thankful. 
Fast from anger; feast on patience. 
Fast from worry; feast on trust. 
Fast from complaining; feast on enjoyment. 
Fast from negatives; feast on positives. 
Fast from stress; feast on prayer. 
Fast from anger; feast on forgiveness. 
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others. 
Fast from gossip; feast on silence. 
Fast from fighting; feast on peace. 
      -Adopted from a Lenten prayer by William Arthur Ward 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This Week in our Parish 

  Tues Feb 13: 9:00am-1pm Eucharistic Adoration, Church 
 9:15am Adult Bible Study, MPR 
 noon Stitched with Love Ministry, MPR 
 5:45-6:15pm Children’s Choir rehearsal, MPR 
 6:00pm Pickleball, Family Center 
 6:15-6:45pm Honor Choir rehearsal, MPR 
 7:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal, MPR 
Thurs Feb 15: 6:30pm Religious Ed classes, school classrooms 
 7:00pm Ladies Revive Basketball Group, Family Center 
     Fri Feb 16: 6:30pm Stations of the Cross, Church 

This  week’s  sponsor  is  West 
Catholic High School. 
Please see this ad on the back of the 
bulletin. 

These advertisers help to defray all 
publishing costs which the Church 
would otherwise incur.  Please pat-
ronize the sponsors on the back of 
this bulletin and thank them for their 
kind generosity. 

Sponsor of the Week 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Homebound Parishioner of the Week 

2233 Diamond Ave./447-2997 
4 Mile Rd./363-7725 

Joseph Gietzen, Principal 
www.asa org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Alex Ritzenhein 

231-215-8415
aritzenhein@vprm.net

Home Auto Commercial Life

Insurance Advisor 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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