_ Offering Transformational Encounters with Jesus
St. Alphonsus & Blessed Sacrament
Grand Rapids, Ml

August 10, 2025 | Nineteenth Sunday in IOrdinary Time



. August 14 - 6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass
- - Blessed Sacrament
August 15 - 12:15 p.m. Mass
- St. Alphonsus

Holy Day - Area Mass Options

St. Jude - August 14 at 7 p.m. Vigil | August 15 at 8:30 a.m.
St. Isidore - August 14 at 7p.m
August 15 at 7am., 12:10 p.m., 7p.m.

Pastor Installation Mass

Father Christopher will be formally installed at the 10:30
a.m. Mass on Aug. 17. Bishop kowiak will be at Blessed
Sacrament for this special occasion. There will be a small

reception after Mass. Contact Marie LeMire at

616-260-4685 if you would like to help with the reception.

Liturgical Schedule

Location Key: Blessed Sacrament Campus - BSC  St. Alphonsus Campus - SAC

Weekend Masses

Saturday ... 4 p.m. SAC
Sunday ... 9am. SAC
Sunday. .. 10:30 a.m. BSC
Weekday Masses

Tuesday & Wednesday ... 5:30 P coooooooeeererrveveeeeeeeinnnnnns SAC
Wednesday. . . 10:30 a.m. (School Days Only)................. BSC
Thursday & Friday ... 12:15 p.m. SAC
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Tuesday ... 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. & 6 = 6:30 P, weovrrrrrrreeneens SAC
Wednesday ... 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. SAC
Thursday & Friday ... Il a.m. to NOON ........cccoeeerrrrvvverre. SAC
First Saturday of month. .. 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. ...cccovvenns SAC
Eucharistic Adoration (Exposition)
Tuesday...6-7 p.m. SAC
Wednesday. . . Ila.m. to 3 p.m. on school days............ BSC

Parish Schedule

Location Key: Blessed Sacrament Campus - BSC
St. Alphonsus Campus - SAC

Saturday, August 9

Apm.  Mass|+ Mary Adams ..., SAC

Sunday, August 10 - Nineteenth Sunday in OT

9am. Mass | FOr the PEOPIE ... SAC
10: 30 a.m. Mass | +Richard & +Dolores Powers................... BSC
Tuesday, August 12

&:30am. Mass|+Richard Ranta ... BSC
Noon Stitched with Love ................comene. BSC
A:30 p.m.  CoNfesSiON .........coooocorreeenrreeneereeseeeeeeseeeeeieeees SAC
S p.am. Supper House ... SAC
3:30p.m.  Mass|+ Kevin Saunders..........o e SAC
6 p.m. AdOTration ...................cccoueeirirririneeeeeeeeessssssssssnnns SAC
Wednesday, August 13

2:30 p.m. Confession ... SAC
3:30 p.m.  Mass | Mary Beth Wilmes.........cooeeveeennnnrceeeennn. SAC
6:30 p.m.  Young Adult Bible Study ..........cccccccoocorrrrrrrrunen SAC
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus Meeting.................cccccc.. SAC

Thursday, August 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe

Ila.m. ConfeSSION ...........coommrieeerie s SAC
12:15 p.m. Mass | Mae MitChell ... SAC
6: 30 p.m. Vigil Mass | For the People.........ooossscsnins BSC
7 p.m. Revive Ladies Basketball .................nn.. BSC

Friday, August 15 - Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

lTa.m. Confession ... SAC
12:15 p.m. Mass |+ Aggie Burch, +Joe Tormala......ccccccoccccccee SAC
Saturday, August 16

Ap.m. Mass | +[Helen & John Slezak, + Michaella Barton,
+David & +Jason Biggerstafl.... e SAC

Sunday, August 17 - Twentieth Sunday in OT

9am. Mass | + Barbara Boyce, +Linda Van Den Berge
.......................................................................................................................... SAC
10: 30 am. Mass | +Kathy Vanderweg, Parish Family........... BSC

August 10, 2025 | Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




A Culture of Prayer

Prayer is the living waters which one's faith is nourished which overflows a life in
Jesus Christ. Without prayer, our well runs dry and we rely merely upon human
efforts. Human efforts are not enough.

Undoubtedly, prayer is difficult. And my recent homilies have not offered much
practical advice on how to pray. While we need to “just do it,” prayer is ever evolving
and maturing for each individual. With that in mind, let me offer a few practical tips.

First, never underestimate the importance of Scripture - it literally is the Word of
God. Undoubtedly, the Lord speaks to us when we open up the bible. My suggestion
is to look ahead at the Sunday Mass readings (or at least the Sunday gospel). Take 10~
15 minutes to read it two or three times, actively putting yourself into the scene. Begin
with a short prayer like “Come Holy Spirit, open my mind and my heart to hear and
know what you want me to.” Then be open and actively engage your mind,
eliminating any distractions and paying careful attention to every word. Sit in silence.
If something is coming up, perhaps a word or phrase or some particular detail, sit
with it. Then read again slowly. Is there something the Lord is speaking to your
heart?

Another helpful guide to prayer is to come up with a basic format. First of all, decide
how long you want to pray each day. Choose a place that is not distracting and
remove distractions like your phone. Even 10 minutes a day would amount to an hour
of prayer per week. That's a great start!

In 10 minutes, one formula you could follow more or less mimics the main points of
the Our Father. It spells the word ACTS, like the Acts of the Apostles. Spending 2-3
minutes on each area is an easy way to spend 10 minutes in prayer:

» A-Adoration. Spend time offering God glory and praise for being the Lord and
giver of life. Hearts lifted in Adoration bring peace and joy as we lift them to our
Creator!

» C-Contrition. Spend a moment examining your conscience as well as anyone
who you may need to offer forgiveness. Offer both your sorrow to God and
express your mercy towards others.

» T-Thanksgiving. Offer God gratitude. Everything good is from God and is pure
gift. Who and what are you thankful for-tell God. What talents and gifts has he
given you for which you can express gratitude? This can be a moment of
humility, peace, and generosity.

» S-Supplication. What kind of things do you want God to supply? This is a
moment for petitions. Asking God for our needs (and wants) is something we are
called to do in prayer. Offer petitions on behalf of others.

Lastly, as a means to encourage a Culture of Prayer among parishioners, both
churches are open during the day. We are also working on opening a Day Chapel in
one of the former classrooms in the Parish Center at St. Alphonsus.

Peace,

Fr. Christopher

St. Alphonsus Arts &
Environment Ministry

We're looking for people who are
interested in decorating St Alphonsus
for the various liturgical seasons. If
you're interested in helping out or
would like more information, please
contact Jodi Deschaine at
jdeschaine@comcast.net.

Blessed Sacrament
Card Ministry

Please remember in your prayers
parishioner Patricia Endres. Feel free to
include a birthday wish as she is
celebrating her birthday this month.
Cards to Patricia may be sent to 4945
Hunsberger NE, Grand Rapids, 49525.

Daily Mass Times

With Fr. Eugene and Fr. Colin both
receiving new assignments, we will not
be able to offer daily Mass at two
locations. Tuesday morning Mass at
Blessed Sacrament is canceled, but we
will be deciding on a new schedule to
launch after LLabor Day. Please be
patient as we discern the best scenario

Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Experiences

Nurture your Sacrament of Marriage at
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
experience! Upcoming experiences are
being held Oct. 3-5 at Augustine
Center in Petoskey, and Nov. 21-23 at
St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center in
Detroit. Apply today at wwme.org or
contact Amy & Joe Kopacz at
S17-667-0433 for more info.

Want to make an
SUBMIT

announcement? R

Bulletin, Flocknote and Social
Media Submissions send to:

communication@stalphonsusgr.org

St. Alphonsus & Blessed Sacrament Parish | Grand Rapids
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ALL SAINTS ACADEMY PRAYER

We ask the parishioners of our founding parishes to pray
for our faculty and staff as they return to school this week
to prepare for students to return on the August 20.

Lord,

|

1

I Bless our faculty, staff and

|| volunteers. Thank you for calling
I them to work with our children.

Give them a spirit of grace and
compassion. Bless them with
strength and endurance to
perform their many tasks, and may|
they know and feel the deep
gratitude of those whom they
teach and serve.

L ASA

U Amen

Prayer of Peace in the spirit of Taizé

August 11 at 7 p.m. at St. Mary Church, 423 Ist St NW, Grand
Rapids. If you are familiar with prayer in the spirit of Taizé, you
know that its contemplative, musical nature opens a channel for
a powerful experience of the divine. You remember how joy,
surrender and hope can be nourished by the mantra-like
singing and the moments of silence. And you understand how
the use of candlelight and beautiful icons or simple symbols can
be keys for a prayerful person to explore their deepest longings
for God. If you are not familiar with this type of prayer, perhaps
this description has sparked your interest. Parking is free for this
event. Visit prayerofpeacegr.org.

YOU'RE INVITED TO

Apfe | @

REGISTER
OMNLINE!

FALL 2025

Young Adult Ministry
Ages 21-33

Tuesday Night Adoration & Social c
6 - 7 p.m. Adoration (at St. Alphonsus) ‘\(o\“\ Al &C\)/

Graydon’s Crossing after Benediction 2 P
Come for one or both! > O
Wednesday Bible Study &
In the St. Alphonsus parish lounge o e
6:30 - 8 p.m. 5

Questions please contact Jacob: jacobblundy033@gmail.com

Cathoti
ALL YEAR"

LITURGICAL LIVING IN THE HOME
September | 6:00-8:00PM
2025

Doors Open b Appetixers - 6:00
Program Starts - &:30
Cathedral Square Center
360 Division Ave. S,
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

= FREE EVENT
B Childeare is available - Requires RSVP

E Please Register/RSVP on the Website: hitly/4nBhQZe
p: of Scan the QR Code

Youth Discipleship Registration
Join us Wednesday Nights!

4:45-6 p.m
ds - 3rd grade

4-5th grade Ascend
9-12th grade Bible Study
6:15-7:30 p.m..

3 yearold - 3rd grade
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd )))
6-8th grade Edge (youth group)

online!

For questions, contact
Whitney (MS & HS) - whitney@stalphonsusgr.org
OR
Brittany (3 yr - 3" grade) - brenne@asagr.org

bsacrament.net | stalphonsusgr.org
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. The Knights of Columbus at Saint Alphonsus Parish is in search of men to bring

Knights of Columbus |, . “ . "~ . < be vou? We invite v verfully
Matthew 25 into action. Could this be you? We invite you to Prayerfully

Pantry Item for August: Canned Corn & consider joining our ranks. The requirements for obtaining Knighthood, are

Canned Green Beans. you must be at least 18 years ol age and a practicing Catholic. Feel free to

Knight of the Month for July: Steven M. Sacha  contact Rod Cronin at (616) 481-7640 or any Knight for more information. You

Family of the Month for July: Rik & Lindsey may also register at kofc.org, click Join. Remember to respond to the

Minnema Family. follow-up email.

Prayer for Vocations Weekly Offertory
O God, hear our prayer and let our cry come to You.

Bless the Diocese of Grand Rapids with many vocations St. Al phOﬂSUS Blessed Sacrament

to tll‘ew[jri?:s‘th( ><7><(1, dlldu )‘1?a}te, iill(l 1e119,1<>t1sln‘e ‘(lee Weekly Collected $12,718 Weekly collected $8,693.36
Your sons and daughters the confidence to accept Weekly Budgeted $15,385 Weekly Budgeted $11,826.92

Your call, and the love to follow always in the footsteps
of Your beloved Son with courage and dedication to
Your will. Amen. Thank you for your generosity!

Meet a Seminarian!

College 1l
Jonathan P. Jensen Basilica of St. Adalbert, Grand Rapids, MI
Parents: Joseph & Michelle Jensen
Siblings: Margaret, Christopher
Education: West Catholic High School
Hobbies: Fishing, Reading and drinking Tea.

Pastor - r. Christopher Epplett Marriage 8 Pastoral Care Administrative Assistants
cepplett@stalphonsusaror Marie Lemire Catherine McKenzie & Kim Kayser
pPICTEESTAIPRONSUSET: Deacon John Falicki 616-451-3043 Ext. 5300

Evangelization & Discipleship
Adults - Carol Fedewa
Youth - Whitney Doane

. office@stalphonsusgr.or;
Maintenance ostaip grors

Pat Needham

Gary Rowen OFFICE HOURS

Christian Service Mike Boelens St. Alphonsus ...616-451-3043

Michelle Hatfield Worship/Music/Liturgy 8 am. to 4 p.m. Monday-Thursday

Finance Gabe Groh Blessed Sacrament ...616-447-7554

Brenda Ormstad Katie Jandernoa, Mary Frey Tuesday 9 am. to 3 p.m.

St. Alphonsus - 224 Carrier NE Blessed Sacrament - 2275 Diamond NE | Grand Rapids, Ml 49505 5
Alex Ritzenhein o4 Carrie (Galloway) Vos : welcome to
nsurance Advisor R Y Realtor”

616-616-7883 ik

alexritzashieldagency.com d o LA&LD
Commercial « Life # ) ABE

cell: 616-460-7109 || QRN MR PR ol
carrie@carrievos.com |/ | | 00T S0 L E T
www.carrievos.com . | 616-363-0003 = www.northfieldlanes.com
2355 Belmont Cntr Dr, Ste 104 -
Belmont, M| 49306

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI
Brooke Wila

Parichionaer
ALL Sines 1 , West Latholic 18 , Agumas Lofiege ‘21

MIKULA CHIROPRACTIC P.C.

Brian P. Mikula D.C.

Jean M. Mikula, D.C.
{Parishioner)
Chiropractic care for adults, children, and babies

===== MikulaChiropractic.net - 4029 Plainfield NE - (616) 365-0255
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Homemode Sweet treats for your next party!
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1Pizza * Pustu . Lusugnu * Subs
: Dine In » Take Out

1 Redeem this coupon for
1
1
1
1
1
I

Physical Therapy

10% OFF Your Meal Soorts Medi
ports Medicine
361-8994 Aqua Therapy
3619 Plainfield NE - o .
@ 4 Mile Rd. Convenient West Michigan Locations

Most Insurances Accepted

SHERITAGE\ 3|  (616) 954.0950

Life Story Funeral Homes'
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL it A S
e !
AETSRS LB HIS SR, Chris Nawrocki « Parishioner
616-453-8263

________________

LEO & ED'S SERVICE

1
1
Mufflers - Brakes - Tune-Ups :
10% OFF PARTS 1
with this coupon 1
1

1

1

1

FrREY
FamiLy

g

1576 PLAINFIELD NE
363-8674 Dentistry
John T. Frey, D.D.S.
Parishioner
222-0202

www.freydental.com
6220 Jupiter Ave. NE
Belmont

458~1297

Theresa Robinson

Realtor’« Parishioner

WEST CATHOLIC

HIGH SCHOOL

8 616.291.9231
T RG  trg.realestate
| Fi @theresarobinsonsellshomes
Kebiusew theresarobinson920@gmail.com
Lrewp theresarobinsongroup.com

e Your
Fiexa of
Michiga®

1171 Plainfield, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

Complete
truck & auto

€
collision & w
refinishingw ive

Dynamic. Excellence-Driven.

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG

specialists. “"
: e Insurance
o _ 554 095 work welcome iblc
CPAs & Business Advisors
s e 2900 Chicago Dr. pe d
culvercpagroup.com . 1419 C Grand\fllle RESTR:;:LTIONS

1 | HMDNGER SEAFOUD MARKET

oF
TUESDAY - S I.TI'.I'RD.-*IY
7P

CONTRACT
ELECTRIC INC.

[RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL |

1AM - M ¥
THE BEST SEAFOOD IN TOWN g?
PURCHASE FRESH OR FRIED, ?84'2393
GRILLED, SAUTEED
723 6 Mile Rd. NW

HOT SOUP BAR AVAILABLE

Sarge & Pat Preston & Sons
Russ, Greg, Doug, Bryan

Since 1959

VISIT US:
4011 PLAINFIELD AVE NE,

GRAND RAPIDS MI 49525
616-381-4059

Proudly serving

our community.

616-866-7663

i

— A
11625 Northland Dr. NE

Nugel‘lt Rockford

Builders, Inc. www.nugentbuilder.com

1O +

' é“’\‘* I
\5\&‘ 616-361-6635 Petersenl

|Q 1610 Coit NE

Mention St. Al's Get 10% OFF

COMSTOCK PARK

BODY SHOP, Inc. collision services

4019 WEST RIVER DR.

Hortheast

1156 Knapp St. NE
(616) 364-6200

L o Mention St Al's Get 10% OFF | www.northeastautomotive.com

REYERS NORTH VALLEY

CHAPEL

616-363-7755 |

| GRAND RAPIDS

frm.,y— Detaid Pomemberad” ‘ DlgnltY
ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

DIOCESAN e
PARISHIONER PURE"E MITTEN

HOMES —
SERVING YOUR RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

jacob@pmhomes.us  john@pmhomes.us

l\f}(é/{)ﬂ({ ‘J{OO! ol I'I'I'S( ;}H(‘

10704 Northland Drive Locally Owned Since 19871
(between 12 & 13 Mile—still Rackford) 866-2748

Ranpy VANDERWERP

@ O'Brien & O'Brien, DDS, PC

Dr. Daniel O'Brien
Dr. Matt Ellison

1503 Coit N.E. Parishioner

616 784 5395

| )BARTON
~CHIRC C
: L )orFicEec.

Dir. Stephen Barton
Dr. Kerri Maliszewski-Barton
Dr. Matthew Barton

1122 LEONARD NE  616.459.8552

AUTOMOTIVE

361-2617

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Greg Pope ~ 616-295-0390
gpope@diocesan.com

FIRE SUPPRESSION

DESIGN-BUILD-MAINTENANCE
24 HOUR SERVICE

Triad Fire Suppression, Inc.
590 32nd St. S.E. * Grand Rapids, Ml 49548
PHONE: 616-365-2475 fax: 616-588-5956

info@triadfire.us

fj)lmt 8¢ u,‘ Jnnn!f)nu‘pm"\

") Catholic Cemeter ies CREATE YOUR

CATHOLIC LEGACY

tholasJ Ryan, Paﬂshn:mer . deﬂenbuschryan:aw com i
2944 Fuller Ave. NE, Suite 100 » 616.451.4242
Estate Planning = Elder Law » Guardianship » Probate
Long Term Care & Special Needs Planning
Conservatorship « Medicaid Application & Appeals

Support your parish, school, or ministry in your will.

"_

Contact us to discuss your options.
catholicfoundationwmi.org | (616) 333-1640

©2025 Diocesan

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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