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Liturgical Schedule

Location Key: Blessed Sacrament Campus - BSC
St. Alphonsus Campus - SAC

Weekend Masses

Saturday ... 4 p.m. SAC
Sunday ... 9am. SAC
Sunday... 10:30 am. BSC
Weekday Masses

Tuesday & Wednesday . .. 5:30 p.m. ................ ..SAC

Wednesday. . . 10:30 a.m. (School Days Only) .................. BSC
Thursday & Friday ... 12:15 p.m. SAC
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Tuesday ... 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. & 6 - 6:30 PN ceeverrrrrrree. SAC
Wednesday ... 1115 - 11:55 a.m. BSC
Wednesday ... 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. SAC
Thursday & Friday ... Il a.m. to noon ..SAC
First Saturday of month ... 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. coeeevveeerveeeeens SAC
Eucharistic Adoration (Exposition)
Tuesday...6 -7 p.m. SAC
Wednesday. .. [la.m. to 1 p.m. BSC

Register for Faith Formation!

IF'YOU SEE THIS, YOU ARE OFFICIALLY
INVITED TO
St. Alphonsus &Blessed Sacrament

WEDNESDAY N|GHT
- YOUTH DISCIPLESHp!

4:45-6 pm.
3year olds - 3rd grade - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
4-5th grade - Ascend
9-12th grade - Bible Study

3year old - 3rd grade - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
6-8thgrade - Edge

For questions, contact
Whitney (MS & HS) -
whitney@stalphonsusgr.org
OR

Brittany (3 yr- 3¢
brenne@asagr.org

Learn more and
register online BELOW

Our Schedule

Location Key: Blessed Sacrament Campus - BSC
St. Alphonsus Campus - SAC

Saturday, August 23

4 p.m. Mass | For the People, Special Intention ..............ccccceeee.. SAC

Sunday, August 24 - Twenty-First Sunday in OT

9 am. Mass | +Jennifer Albrecht, +Jim Storey, Richard

10:30 a.m. Mass | +Richard & +Rosemary Banka ............ccooo........ BSC
Monday, August 25

5:45 p.m. LadieS BUNCO ... BSC
Tuesday, August 26

4:30 p.m. ConfesSion ... SAC
S p.M. Supper House ... SAC
5:30 p.m. Mass | +Genevieve Tomaszewski, Clara MacKenzie

6 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration ... SAC

Wednesday, August 27 - Memorial of St. Monica
10:30 a.m. School Mass | ASA Students & Staff, +Jane

IMCOUIITATY ettt een BSC
118N AOTALION .....ooooeeeeeieeeeeeecesssssseess s sseeessesssssssneees BSC
11:15 @M. CONFESSION ... eeeseeens BSC
A:30 p.m. Confession ... SAC
5:30 p.m. Mass | +Theresa & Richard Gravelyn ...........cccooeee.. SAC
6:30 p.m. Young Adult Bible Studly .............ccccoooomrrrrrrreerreeennnns SAC

Thursday, August 28 - Memorial of St. Augustine

Ila.m. Confession ............nrneceneeserneecssssesssinseneene SAC
12:15 p.m. Mass | +Genevieve TomaszewskKi ... . SAC
7 p.m. Revive Ladies Basketball

Friday, August 29 - Passion of St. John the Baptist

Il'a.m. Confession ~SAC
12:15 PN M@SS .o S C
Saturday, August 30

A p.m. Mass | +Ken Regan & ~Tom Regan ... SAC

Sunday, August 31 - Twenty-Second Sunday in OT

9 a.m. Mass | For the People ... SAC
10:30 a.m. Mass | +John & +Mary Kandra, +Frank & +Agnes
Kandra, *Richard RANTA ... BSC

August 24, 2025 | Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Narrow gate: Does hell exist?

Fr. Christopher Epplett

Pastor

Jesus is very clear in the gospel this Sunday that hell is real. Yet, in almost every age
many of the faithful want to believe there is no hell. Often this comes in the form of a
thought like, “God is too loving and merciful to condemn someone to hell.”

The problem with that statement is that it has a false premise. God does not
condemn us to hell, we condemn ourselves by our actions, our lack of living in God’s
love and grace in this life. At the end of our lives, it comes down to whether we lived
a life of grace and have been transformed more and more into the image of our
Creator. And if we find ourselves in mortal sin during our journey in this life,
Confession is the remedy.

When we die, we may not be perfect (purgatory exists for this reason), but we need
to be in a state of grace to receive the gift of salvation and go to heaven. In this
regard, our judgment is made before we pass from this life to the next. As Venerable
Fulton Sheen attests, we are the judge and jury upon our death, making God the
one confirming the judgment and handing out the sentence.

Our judgment leads to “three possible destinies,” according to Sheen: “hell, which is
pain without love; purgatory, pain with love; and heaven, love without pain.” And
while we may want to deny there is a hell, Sheen warns us: “If there is any subject
which is offensive to modern sentimentalists it is the subject of hell. Our unsoiled
age wants a Christianity watered so as to make the Gospel of Christ nothing more
than a gentle doctrine of goodwill, a social program of economic betterment ... Few
today believe in either the devil or hell. Why don’t they believe in the devil when so
much is devilish?”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church “affirms the existence of hell and its eternity.”
Paragraph 1035 of the Catechism states: “Immediately after death the souls of those
who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments
of hell, ‘eternal fire.” The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in
whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and
for which he longs.

“The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church on the
subject of hell are a call to the responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his
freedom in view of his eternal destiny. They are at the same time an urgent call to
conversion: ‘Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and
the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”

May the grace of Jesus be with you!

Blessed Sacrament
card ministry

Please remember in your prayers
parishioner Angie Schmidbauer. She is
home recovering from surgery. Cards
to Angie may be sent to: 3511
Williamson NE, Grand Rapids, 49525.

Funeral thank you from
McKay Family

On behalf of the Marilynn McKay
family, our sincere gratitude to Fr.
Christopher and the musicians for the
beautiful funeral Mass. We are also
deeply thankful to Phyllis Saganski and
the funeral luncheon crew who
supported us with the delicious food.
All of the prayers and support by the
wonderful people of St. Alphonsus are
appreciated.

Bridge begins again

Friends from both parishes are invited
to join our Bridge Club. Bridge meets
every Tuesday from 5:45-8 p.m.
beginning after Labor Day in the St.
Alphonsus Parish Center. No cost for
this opportunity to make new friends.
Level of experience does not matter,
nor is it required to bring a bridge
partner. Bridge instruction is included.
If you have an interest, contact Dave at
616-361-2038 dujawills@yahoo.com or
Paul at pejliensen@comcast.net.

Daily Mass times update

Tuesday 8:30 am. Mass at Blessed
Sacrament is canceled. Note: Mass is
offered at 8:30 am. Tuesdays at St.
Jude. Mass is offered each Wednesday
at 10:30 am. on school days at Blessed
Sacrament. We are discerning a new
daily Mass schedule between St.
Alphonsus and Blessed Sacrament,
which should be announced soon and
go into affect sometime this fall.

St. Alphonsus & Blessed Sacrament Parish | Grand Rapids, Ml
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Humanitarian relief and-pastoral
support for Gaza and the Middle East

Our Church mourns the terrible suffering of Christians
and other innocent victims of violence in Gaza and
surrounding areas who are stfﬁggﬁng tosurvive,
protect their childrenyand live with dignity in dire
conditions. The Holy Father continues to call for a
ceasefire and for aid to enter the territory, noting with
great sorrow that “Gaza is starving.”

New event system

We have a new system to secure spaces around the St.
Alphonsus and Blessed Sacrament campuses.

Event requests are now made annually, running for the
school year. Any previous events on our calendar are being
removed effective at the end of August. Therefore, the
calendar will now “reset” after Labor Day. To reiterate, all
events past August 3l are being removed, except for
Mass/sacraments.

To make requests, please go to our new webpage and follow
the instructions. Use the website below

or scan the QR code for easy access to the form.
www.stalphonsusgr.org/eventprep.

Our youth discipleship formation model

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori-style
Catholic learning program for our little ones. CGS is an
amazing approach to fostering the unique relationship
that God Our Father has with children. LLearn more about
Catechesis of the Good Sherpherd here:

https:// www.cgsusa.org/discover/cgs-approach/

We are using Catholic resources from Life Teen for our
4-12th grade groups. Life Teen is a "Eucharist-centered
movement within the Roman Catholic Church that leads
teenagers and their families into a deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ and His Church. With the Blessed Virgin
Mary as our intercessor and guide, |ife Teen seeks to
unleash the fullness of the Sacramental power present
within the young Church.” Learn more about Life Teen
here:

https://lifeteen.com/about/mission-ministry/

There’s a seat at the table for you!

Alpha is a series of presentations exploring life’s big questions and
giving space for open and honest discussion. Alpha helps bring
people together to encounter Jesus. Every session begins with a
meal, followed by a short video presentation and time for group
discussion. There’s nothing you can’t ask and everyone is
welcome!

Who can attend? Anyone over the age of I8 is welcomel!

Where will we meet? We will meet weekly in the St. Alphonsus
Parish Center Lounge on Thursdays at 6 p.m. beginning Sept. 25.
Sessions will run through Nov. 13.

How much does it cost to attend? There is no cost to attend,
however a free-will donation is accepted.

If you attended one of the three sessions that were offered last

year, think about who you would like to invite!

For more information and to register, go to our webpage
https://www.stalphonsusgr.org/alpha?rq=alpha

Contact - Carol Fedewa
cfedewa@stalphonsusgr.org or call (616) 151-3043 x5305

YOU'RE INVITED TO

ot

FALL 2025

8

REGISTER
ONLINE!

Wednesday Eucharistic
Adoration is back

church at Blessed Sacrament for Eucharistic Adoration
until I p.m. on school days. We are open to expanding
another hour or two. Please email Marie if interested:
mlemire@bsascrament.net

bsacrament.net | stalphonsusgr.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



All Saints Academy invites you...

Join us for School Mass at Lower Campus
(Blessed Sacrament) - Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
and Upper Campus (St. Jude) on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.

ASA Blog

The ASA Today blog posts news and photos about campus
life and events at least weekly during the school year.
Recently, we have posted introductions of our new
teachers! You can subscribe and follow our blog at
asatoday.blogspot.com.

Lord, ) r;-—-:’

Bless our faculty, staff and
volunteers. Thank you for calling
them to work with our children.
Give them a spirit of grace and

compassion. Bless them with

strength and endurance to
perform their many tasks, and may
they know and feel the deep
gratitude of those whom they

teach and serve. ‘
. ﬁSA Amen
L -

Pastor - Fr. Christopher Epplett Pastoral Care

cepplett@stalphonsusgr.org Marie LeMire

Prayer for Vocations

O God, hear our prayer and let our cry come to You. Bless
the Diocese of Grand Rapids with many vocations to the
priesthood, diaconate, and religious life. Give Your sons and
daughters the confidence to accept Your call, and the love to
follow always in the footsteps of Your beloved Son with
courage and dedication to Your will. Amen.

Pray for a Seminarian

This week please pray for
Logan McGahan

Want to make an announcement?

Bulletin, Flocknote and Social Media submissions
send to: communication@stalphonsusgr.org

Administrative Assistants
Catherine McKenzie & Kim Kayser

Deacon John Falicki 616-451-3043 Ext. 5300

Evangelization 8: Discipleship

Adults - Carol Fedewa Maintenance

Youth - Whitney Doane Pat Needham

Gary Rowen

office@stalphonsusgr.org

OFFICE HOURS

Christian Service Liz Vainavicz, Mike Boelens St. Alphonsus ..616-451-3043
Michelle Hatfield 8 4 Mondav-Thursday

. Worship/Music/Liturgy am. to 4 p.m. Monday-Thursday
Finance Gabe Groh Blessed Sacrament ...616-447-7554
Brenda Ormstad

Katie Jandernoa, Mary Frey Tuesday 9 am. to 3 p.m.

St. Alphonsus - 224 Carrier NE Blessed Sacrament - 2275 Diamond NE | Grand Rapids, Ml 49505

poler Lz lns e - Carrie (Galloway) Vos welcome to
N\ Realior NORTLF

616-616-7883 L GRAR Board of Directors LR S ELD

alexritz@shieldagency.com j MI-Residential Real Estate Council Director LAN

Home « Auto - Commercial « Life R ABR, AHWD, BA, CRS, C2EX, e-PRO, IREP

]

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI
Brooke Wila

Parishioner
All saints ‘12, West Catholic ‘16, Aquinas Collaga ‘21

Homemade sweet treats for your next party!

@hwimn@gmilmm ® 616-498-T144

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr, Ste 104

cell: 616-460-7109
carrie@car_rievos.com
www.carrievos.com

. 616-363-0003 » www.northfieldlanes.com

Belmont, MI 49306

MIKULA CHIROPRACTIC P.C.

Brian P. Mikula D.C.
Jean M. Mikula, D.C.

(Parishioner)
Chiropractic care for adults, children, and babies

MikulaChiropractic.net - 4029 Plainfield NE - (616) 365-0255

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pizza * Pasta * Lasagna  Subs
Dine In « Take Out

Redeem this coupon for
10% OFF Your Meal

361-8994

3619 Plainfield NE
@ 4 Mile Rd.

P ERITAGE, Y

Life Story Funeral Homes'
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL
ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL

616-453-8263

LEO & ED'S SERVICE

1

1

| Mufflers - Brakes - Tune-Ups
| 10% OFF PARTS
1
1
1
1
1

Physical Therapy
Sports Medicine
Aqua Therapy

Convenient West Michigan Locations

Most Insurances Accepted

(616) 954.0950
WWW.PT-CPR.COM

Chris Nawrocki « Parishioner

FREY
Famiry

with this coupon

e —

1576 PLAINFIELD NE
ANFELDNE | [ ENTISTRY
" John T. Frey, D.D.S.
5 440[0“@;(%/ Parishioner
Brother 222-0202

MORTUARIES INC.

www.freydental.com
6220 Jupiter Ave. NE
Belmont

"Family Owned & Operated "
458-1297

Theresa Robinson
Realtor’ - Parishioner

WEST CATHOLIC

HIGH SCHOOL

616.291.9231
J TRG @ trg.realestate
g o Ei @theresarobinsonsellshomes

Kobiwson theresarobinson920@gmail.com
e theresarobinsongroup.com

eeeee

Dynamic. Excellence-Driven. Complete

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG truck& auto  yJ@
collision &
refinishing waive
specialists. “‘,

534_0951 Insurance o
y : < E work welcome -b‘e
CPAs & Business Advisors ] uct‘
, 2900 Chicago Dr. Ded
culvercpagroup.com . 1419 Coit NE Grandville ‘RESI\EEI\'(IONS

«oiMONGER SEAFOOD MARKET

CONTRACT

N | (<= ELECTRIC INC.
I Ji_ccn-i” S rusp é;ﬂ:’ %"T’P% Ay [RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL |

THE BEST SEAFOOD IN TOWN

784-2393 ‘W

723 6 Mile Rd. NW

Sarge & Pat Preston & Sons
Russ, Greg, Doug, Bryan

Since 1959

PURCHASE FRESH OR FRIED,
GRILLED, SAUTEED

HOT SOUP BAR AVAILABLE

Parishioner Owned
2869 Knapp NE

VISIT US:
4011 PLAINFIELD AVE NE,
GRAND RAPIDS MI 49525

licarispizzakitchen.com 616-381-4059

L
Proudly serving

our community.

616-866-7663

Find 1
oo \SEW

11625 Northland Dr. NE
Nugent Rouckf;‘rd ’
Builders, Inc. www.nugentbuilder.com
F == = = = = = = =
1 SO\ 780
Qg‘ (€Y

PN

Q®®$ Tom
LIDEN) 616-361-6635 Petersenl
g 1610 Coit NE

Mention St. Al's Get 10% OFF

COMSTOCK PARK

BODY SHOP, inc. collision services

4019 WEST RIVER DR.

1156 Knapp St. NE
(616) 364-6200

REYERS NORTH VALLEY
CHAPEL | GRAND RAPIDS
616-363-7755 | ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Every Detail Remembered” ’ Dignity*

DIOCESAN
PARISHIONER

JQA\
PURE f§ MITTEN
HOMES

SERVING YOUR RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE NEEDS
jacob@pmhomes.us  john@pmhomes.us

/e)cé%rd gg)ar Couem'ng , jnc.

10704 Northland Drive Locally Owned Since 1981
(between 12 & 13 Mile—still Rockford) 866-2748

RANDY VANDERWERP

@ O'Brien & O'Brien, DDS, PC

Dr. Daniel O’Brien
Dr. Matt Ellison

1503 Coit N.E. Parishioner

616 784 5395

L BARTON
jCHIROPRACTIC
., L, OFFICE p.C.

Dr. Stephen Barton
Dr. Kerri Maliszewski-Barton
Dr. Matthew Barton

1122 LEONARD NE  616.459.8552 361-2617

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.
Greg Pope ~ 616-295-0390
gpope@diocesan.com

FIRE SUPPRESSION

DESIGN-BUILD-MAINTENANCE
24 HOUR SERVICE

Triad Fire Suppression, Inc.
590 32nd St. S.E. « Grand Rapids, M| 49548
PHONE: 616-365-2475 fax: 616-588-5956

_~DELLENBUSCH & RYAN, PLC

Nicholas J. Ryan, Parishioner e dellenbuschryanlaw.com
2944 Fuller Ave. NE, Suite 100 » 616.451.4242
Estate Planning ¢ Elder Law ¢ Guardianship ¢ Probate
Long Term Care & Special Needs Planning
Conservatorship ¢ Medicaid Application & Appeals

©2025 Diocesan

of West Michigan

CREATE YOUR
CATHOLIC LEGACY

Support your parish, school, or ministry in your will.

<T>

Contact us to discuss your options.
catholicfoundationwmi.org | (616) 333-1640

info@triadfire.us

: @iocese.of granc[ geapids .
¢ Catholic Cemeteries

Beginning 9/1/25 updated pricing for
burial services and related offerings will be implemented.
The adjustments are due to rising operational costs while

maintaining our commitment to respectful and dignified care.

Please visit before September 1st to take advantage of our current pricing.

A | 616.453.1636 | grcathcem.org
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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