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Offermg Transformatlonal Encounters with Jesus

St. Alphonsus & Blessed Sacrament

Grand Rapids, MI
September 7, 2025 | Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Liturgical Schedule

Location Key: Blessed Sacrament Campus - BSC
St. Alphonsus Campus - SAC

Weekend Masses

Saturday ... 4 p.m. SAC
SUnday ... QAN s ssse e SAC
Sunday... 10:30 a.m. BSC
Weekday Masses

Tuesday & Wednesday ... 5:30 P .o SAC
Wednesday. . . 10:30 a.m. (School Days Only) .................. BSC
Thursday & Friday ... 12:15 p.m. SAC
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Tuesday ... 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. & 6 = 6:30 P.M. vcccrrrccrrrens SAC
Wednesday ... 1115 = 114D QM. ceeeoeeeereeeeeessseeeeeeeeeeeessssssnns BSC
Wednesday ... 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. SAC
Thursday & Friday ... Il a.m. to NOON ........ccooervvvecrrerrrvennens SAC
First Saturday of month ... 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. c.ccoovvevrreee. SAC
Eucharistic Adoration (Exposition)
Tuesday...6 -7 p.m. SAC
Wednesday. . . Il am. to 1 p.m. BSC

Jesus said to his disciples:
"l have come to set the earth on fire,
and how | wish it were already blazing!”

Fourth - 12th graders: join us for

Youth Discipleship Formation

every Wednesday
and let your heart be set on fire for the [Lord.

Confirmation students will attend Edge on
Wednesdays in addition to five Sunday classes.
Register to learn more!

Register Online by September 15

Whitney (Fourth to 12th grade)
whitney@stalphonsusgr.org
or
Brittany (3-year-old to third grade)
brenne@asagrorg

Our Schedule

Location Key: Blessed Sacrament Campus - BSC
St. Alphonsus Campus - SAC

Saturday, September 6

K3 Y o 10 T O6) 01 (S (0] [N YA\ O
4 p.m. Mass | +Josephine & Andrew Slezak, Stanley & Maryann
Grzesiak, +Doug Prins, +Mel Pospiech ... . SAC

Sunday, September 7 - Twenty-Third Sunday OT
9 am. Mass | +George & Evelyn Steffens, Bishop David
10:30 a.m. Mass | +Maribeth Garzelloni, For the People............. BSC

Monday, September 8 - Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary

1P.M.BOOK CIUD ... BSC
Sp.m.Pickleball ... SAC
Tuesday, September 9 - Memorial St. Peter Claver

9am.Pickleball ..............snsseeeeennnnne e SAC
10:45 a.m. ROSArY Group .........cccccoomevecnmnreercnnerresnnerernsssseesssnneennn s SAC
12 p.m. Stitched with LOVe ..o BSC
4:30 P CONFESSION .......o.ocooeeeeee e SAC
3:30 p.m. Mass | Michelle Piccolo ... SAC
SHCTORORONE 7 i (o Fo L OS 12\ O
6 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration ... SAC

Wednesday, September 10

10:30 a.m. School Mass | Fr. David Sacha .......cccooeeeeereevcvcccerneeennnns BSC
11 .M. ADOTALION ....oooovvrvrreeceeeeeeseis e esessessssessssssss s BSC
11:15 @M. CONFESSION .......ooooeeeeiereeii e eeesesssae BSC
4:30 p.m. CoNFESSION .............cooorrrveeerreennesensssiennnsnienn e SAC
5:30 p.m. Mass | David SNOAp ...vvvvvveeeveeeeersnrseeeeeeereeersenseennnnnen SAC
6:30 p.m. Young Adult Bible Studly ... SAC
6:30 p.m. Becoming Catholic ... SAC
Thursday, September 11

1l aum. ConfeSSION ..............ccommrrrverirmecrecrisnsneereersinsseseseessisssenneeenen SAC
12:15 p.m. Mass | +F'ritz & Mary Hormuth ........ccccoonvvccrnnnrcee . SAC
7 p.m. Revive Ladies Basketball ...........................cccccccrmmmmmmmmnnnn. BSC
Friday, September 12

1l am. CONFESSION ..............ccconrrreeirreerreiisssseeeeerissssssseeesissssnnenen SAC
12:15 p.m. Mass | Bill & Carol Brewis ... SAC
Saturday, September 13

4 p.m. Mass | Special Intention,*Evelyn & George Steffens,
Mark POSPIECH ... SAC

Sunday, September 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross
9 am. Mass | For the People,

+Barbara Boyce, *Robert KEeney ... SAC
10:30 a.m. Mass | +David DOAZE ....erreerevveerieeeensssssssesseeeeeeeee BSC

September 7, 2025 | Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Making God'’s love known

Fr. Christopher Epplett

Pastor

On his feast, | quoted St. Augustine at daily Mass with some of his most poetic and
famous words from his “Confessions.” They certainly struck a chord that day, so 1
share them now:

“Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! You
were within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you. In my
unloveliness | plunged into the lovely things which you created. You were with me,
but [ was not with you. Created things kept me from you; yet if they had not been in
you they would not have been at all. You called, you shouted, and you broke through
my deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness. You breathed
your fragrance on me; | drew in breath and now | pant for you. I have tasted you,
now | hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, and [ burned for your peace.”

These words show St. Augustine reflecting on his conversion and seeing God'’s
presence in retrospect. God was there, but it took St. Augustine a good portion of
his life to see God and accept him in his heart. God is in his creation, but we can
easily miss that the beauty and intricacy of it all points us to him. Indeed, God is
constantly pursuing all of us, every heart...and more of our hearts. He never stops
pursuing us and it’s never too late — our encounter with Jesus propels us to an even
deeper union and intimacy.

I don’t know about you, but I find this exciting and challenging in the best way
possible. It reminds me that my entire life is meant to be a growing intimacy with
God. For as often as [ don’t recognize his presence, he never stops making it known.
For as often as [ take for granted his love for me, he loves me the same: “I said [ love
you, I mean [ love you, and I'm not changing my mind!”

Itis easy for us to get distracted and to misuse and misinterpret God in his creation,
in his communicating with us, in his love for us, in his mercy for us - in his constant
pursuit of our hearts. Still, when we see it as it truly is, the beauty and magnitude

overwhelms us. May we grow in such an intimacy that we cry tears of joy!

Double Match Day to support St.
Alphonsus Pantry - Knapp Meijer only

igive

together, we can help end
hunger in our community.

Double match means tripling
contributions made Sept 13. Purchase the
Simply Give card at Knapp Corner Meijer
or online at this link (be sure to purchase
on Sept 13 for maximum impact):

double match day
September 13

https://www.meijer.com/shopping/product/simply-
give-10-food-pantry-donation/70882088231.html

In gratitude: Funeral
luncheon volunteers

Both parishes are blessed with amazing
parishioners dedicated to serving
families in their time of mourning
through our funeral luncheons. We are
grateful to Kathy Eardley and
Merrilyn Thompson for 65-plus years
of dedication at St. Alphonsus. These
ladies have announced their retirement
after having dedicated years to
shopping, preparing meat trays,
making baked beans, potatoes, and
whatever else was needed. Thank you
for living out the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy, Kathy and Merrilyn!

Pantry news

St. Alphonsus Food & Clothing Pantry
is closed for maintenance on Sept. 10-11.
Operations will resume the following
week. We want to express our gratitude
to Michelle Hatfield for her nearly eight
years of service to St. Alphonsus. May
God bless Michelle in her next chapter!

St. Al's 1970 Class Reunion

Saturday, October 18, 2025 5-9 p.m.
Eastern Avenue Hall, 506 Eastern NE
» Catered Buffet Dinner
e Cash Bar Available
 $30 per person

RSVP/Payment Due by Sept. 15
Checks or money orders made out to:

Camille Erard
4155 Sawkaw Dr NE
Grand Rapids, M1 49525

Questions can be directed to Camille at
616-406-8934 or Maria at
616-745-0849. Please spread the word
to any of our classmates you may be in
contact with, not only those who
graduated with us, but any who were
part of our class at any time who
transferred out before 1970.

Bulletin submissions - email:
bulletin@stalphonsusgr.org.

St. Alphonsus & Blessed Sacrament Parish | Grand Rapids, Ml
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Name Tag Sunday

All Masses Sept. 13-14

To build up our parish communities, we are
encouraging all parishioners and visitors to wear
name tags during Mass the weekend of September
13-14. You can bring your own or use the ones we will
provide at the entryways. Let's make this small
gesture to build community. Refreshments will be
served after each Mass during the weekend.

the

RESCUE

Wednesdays 6:30-8 p.m.
Sessions begin October 1
St. Alphonsus Parish Center Lounge

Adult Choir for 10:30 a.m. Mass
Those wanting to join the 10:30 a.m. choir, we practice
every Tuesday and sing at the 10:30 am. Mass three

Sundays of the month from September to May. For details

Director, ggroh@stalphonsusgr.org

FFrom cozy quilts to tiny bibs, every handmade piece is

crafted with care and shared with Help Pregnancy and
St. Gianna's Baby Boutique-a little love in every stitch!

Meets on the 2nd & 4th : LN ©
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. at '
Blessed Sacrament

‘. L] " Ly 8 ”~
Contact: Marie LaMire at mlemire@bsacrament.net

BECOMING CATHOLIC

WEDNESDAYS 6:30-8 p.m.
Our next session is Sept. 10

Becoming Catholic is for adults considering becoming full
members of the Catholic Church, including people seeking the
sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, and/or Confirmation
and those coming from another faith. Weekly meetings take place
every Wednesday evening at 6:30.

YOU'RE INVITED TO

ot

FALL 2025

G

REGISTER
ONLINE!

There’s a seat at the table for you!

For more information and to register, go to our webpage
https://www.stalphonsusgr.org/alpha?rq=alpha

Contact - Carol Fedewa
cfedewa@stalphonsusgr.org or call (616) 151-3043 x5305

This week please pray for

PRAY FOR A SEMINARIAN

Isaac A. Schneider

bsacrament.net | stalphonsusgr.org
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First Weeks of School

All Saints Academy has now
finished the third week of
schooll We've had some great
times on the playgr ound
making new friends, seeing old
h‘lends and lear nmg new things.

Thank you to our parish families
for your support, love and

- prayers a started the 2025 -
26 school year.

Saints Academy

616-447-2997
asagr.org
Blog: asatoday.blogspot.com

Pastor - Ir. Christopher Epplett  Worship/Music/Liturgy OFFICE HOURS
cepplett@stalphonsusgr.org Director -Gabe Groh St. Alphonsus ..616-451-3043
frepplett@bsacrament.net Katie Jandernoa Monday-Thursday 8 am. to 4 p.m.
Evangelization & Discipleship Mary Frey Blessed Sacrament ...616-447-7554

Adults Director - Carol Fedewa Food & Clothing Pantry Tuesday 9:00-11:30 am. & 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Youth Director - Whitney Doane Mary Beth Wilmes Finance

ASA Campus Minister - Brittany Renne Maintenance Brenda Ormstad

Pastoral Care Director - Pat Needham Administrative Assistants

Marie [LeMire SAC Manager - Gary Rowen Catherine McKenzie & Kim Kayser
Deacon John Falicki Liz Vainavicz, Mike Boelens Ext. 5300 - office@stalphonsusgr.org

St. Alphonsus - 224 Carrier NE Blessed Sacrament - 2275 Diamond NE | Grand Rapids, Ml 49505

Alex Ritzenhein
Insurance Advisor ﬁ

Carrie (Galloway) Vos

Realtor

Eoard of Directors

616-616-7883 o
i ; RAR
alexritz@shieldagency.com + $ MI-Resider state Council Director
Commercial - Life . h ABR, A Ba&, CRS, C2EX, e-PRO, IREP

cell: 616-460-7109

carrie@carrievos.com

. 2222 PLAlNFiELD AVE NE
Quoting Process www.carrievos.com

2355 Belmont Cntr Dr, Ste 104 616 363 0003 .iwww northﬁeldlanes gD
MIKULA CHIROPRACTIC P.C. Belmont. i 45306 T &
Brian P. Mikula D.C. AL Y lidwe i i 7
Jean M. Mikula, D.C. MIChIgOﬂ
HERREMANS

{Parishioner)
ORTHODONTICS

Chiropractic care for adults, children, and babies
MikulaChiropractic.net « 4029 Plainfield NE - (616) 365-0255

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
GRAND RAPIDS

Brooke Wila
Parichioner 61 6'363'9821
GREENVILLE

616-225-2730

braces@herremansorthodontics.com
www.HerremansOrthodontics.com

Homemade sweet treats for your next party!

(@) rwrospgmaitcom () s16-s88-T100 CatholicMatch.com/goMI
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Pizza » Pasta » Lusugnu * Subs
: Dine In » Take Out

1 Redeem this coupon for
1
1
1
1
1
I

Physical Therapy

10% OFF Your Meal Soorts Medi
ports Medicine
361-8994 Aqua Therapy
3619 Plainfield NE - o .
@ 4 Mile Rd. Convenient West Michigan Locations

Most Insurances Accepted
(616) 954.0950

WWW.PT-CPR.COM

Life Story Funeral Homes'
VAN STRIEN - CRESTON CHAPEL
ALT & SHAWMUT HILLS CHAPEL

616-453-8263

LEO & ED'S SERVICE

1
1
Mufflers - Brakes - Tune-Ups :
10% OFF PARTS 1
with this coupon 1
1

1

1

1

Chris Nawrocki « Parishioner

FrREY
FamiLy

g

1576 PLAINFIELD NE
363-8674 Dentistry
John T. Frey, D.D.S.
Parishioner
222-0202

www.freydental.com
6220 Jupiter Ave. NE
Belmont

458-1297

WEST CATHOLIC

HIGH SCHOOL

Dynamic. Excellence-Driven.

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG

CPAs & Business Advisors

culvercpagroup.com . 1419 Coit N

0 AMONGER SERFOOD MARKET

oF
TUESDAY - SI.TI'.I'RD.-‘IY
11 AM - 7 PM
THE BEST SEAFOOD IN TOWN

PURCHASE FRESH OR FRIED,
GRILLED, SAUTEED

HOT SOUP BAR AVAILABLE

VISIT US:
4011 PLAINFIELD AVE NE,

GRAND RAPIDS MI 49525
616-381-4059

Proudly serving

our community.

616-866-7663 ;
ook

T

— A
11625 Northland Dr. NE

Nugel‘lt Rockford

Builders, Inc. www.nugentbuilder.com

LSO\ B % |
I Q:\‘t:‘\

\3\“ 616-361-6635 Petersenl
|Q 1610 Coit NE

P Ment_uon_St. ilsgeti[]%_()ﬂ:

COMSTOCK PARK

BODY SHOP, Inc. collision services

4019 WEST RIVER DR.

Hortheast

1156 Knapp St. NE
(616) 364-6200

- a] Www.northeastautomotive.com

REYERS NORTH VALLEY

CHAPEL

616-363-7755 |

| GRAND RAPIDS

ReyersNorthValleyChapel.com

Theresa Robinson

Realtor’« Parishioner

M 616.291.9231
T RG  trg.realestate
| Fi @theresarobinsonsellshomes
Kebiusew theresarobinson920@gmail.com

" theresa robinsongroup.com sk

i our
Fiace of
Mishigart

1171 Plainfield, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

Complete
truck & auto e
collision & w
refinishingwaipe
specialists. ‘“a
Insurance Y
554-095 work welcome tiblc
2900 Chicago Dr. dﬂ
Grandyville “RESTRICTIONS

CONTRACT
ELECTRIC INC.

[RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL |

784-2393 ﬁ

723 6 Mile Rd. NW

Sarge & Pat Preston & Sons
Russ, Greg, Doug, Bryan

Since 1959

frm.,y— ?)e,f;u{ Pemembered” ‘ D]gn ltY

DIOCESAN
PARISHIONER

616 784 5395

10704 Northland Drive
(between 12 & 13 Mile—still Rackford)

_'BARTON

AUTOMOTIVE

Dir. Stephen Barton
Dr. Kerri Maliszewski-Barton
Dr. Matthew Barton

1122 LEONARD NE  616.459.8552

l\f}(é/{)ﬂ({ ‘J{OO! ol I'I'I'S( ;}H(‘

Locally Owned Since 19871

Ranpy VANDERWERP

PN
PURE § MITTEN
—HOMES —

SERVING YOUR RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

]acob@pmhomes.us john@pmhomes.us

866-2748

@ O'Brien & O'Brien, DDS, PC

Dr. Daniel O'Brien
Dr. Matt Ellison

1503 Coit N.E. Parishioner

361-2617

FIRE SUPPRESSION

DESIGN-BUILD-MAINTENANCE
24 HOUR SERVICE

ORTHODONTIC

K A R L SPECIALIST

Paul J. Karl, D.D.S., M.CLD.

Diocesan Parishioner

Advanced Orthodontics & Beautiful Smiles
3989 Cascade Rd at I-96  ticenserizeis 616-459-71 71

Triad Fire Suppression, Inc.
590 32nd St. S.E. * Grand Rapids, Ml 49548
PHONE: 616-365-2475 fax: 616-588-5956

info@triadfire.us

g)ﬁ)f‘t’ﬂ'(’ nfgrﬂndckapxd'q

‘Catholic Cemetenes

/i&sumwz “H & RYAN, PLC
|Nicholas J. Ryan, Parishioner = dellenbuschryanlaw.com
2944 Fuller Ave. NE, Suite 100 » 616.451.4242
Estate Planning = Elder Law » Guardianship » Probate

Long Term Care & Special Needs Planning
Conservatorship « Medicaid Application & Appeals

©2025 Diocesan

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.

Greg Pope ~ 616-295-0390
gpope@diocesan.com

CREATE YOUR
CATHOLIC LEGACY

Support your parish, school, or ministry in your will.

"_

Contact us to discuss your options.
catholicfoundationwmi.org | (616) 333-1640
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