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Knights of Columbus Newsletter Council 13391 
March 23, 2023 Thursday 

   
 

 
 
Episode #3 - That Than Which Nothing Greater Can Be Thought: 

The Ineffable Mystery of God 
Bishop Barron considers St. Anselm’s description of God as “that than which 
nothing greater can be thought,” and goes on to explain St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
arguments which support the claim that God truly exists. He also speaks from 
the Catholic tradition about the nature of God and the challenging question of 
evil and the existence of God.  Click on this link: 
https://catholicismseries.com/ineffablemysteryofgodepisode3  
 

See pages 11-13 in this week’s newsletter for study guide! 
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Picnic has been scheduled for September 10th  
Can you help us with the picnic this coming fall? If you are willing to help, please 
contact our Grand Knight, Bill Allen at ProKitchenBill@outlook.com or Doug 
Graves at d.graves@mikofc.org  We are also looking for other Knights to help 
work with the coffee and doughnuts on the third Sunday morning after the 
morning Masses. If you can help, please contact, Clem Schwartz at 
clem.schwartz@sbcglobal.net  
 
Prayer for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
My loving Lord, it's so hard to love the world sometimes and to love it the 
way Jesus did seems impossible. Help me to be inspired by his love and 
guided by his example. Most of all, I want to accept that I can't do it 
alone, and that trying is an arrogance of self-centeredness. I need you, 
dear God, to give me support in this journey. Show me how to unlock my 
heart so that I am less selfish. Let me be less fearful of the pain and 
darkness that will be transformed by you into Easter joy. 
 
https://dioceseofprovidence.org/news/prayer-for-the-fifth-sunday-of-lent  

Notice of change in the monthly Knights meeting. 

Usually, the Knights meet for their monthly meeting on the first Thursday of 
the month. However, the first Thursday of April is Holy Thursday. Therefore, 
our monthly meeting will be held on the second Thursday of the month of 
April. See all of you at 6:30 p.m. in the lower church level on April 13, 2023! 
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Some posters in this newsletter are from Dynamic Catholic daily newsletter. 

 

Mass Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A 

First Reading – Ezekiel 37:12-14: The prophet Ezekiel is given a vision of a 
valley filled with dry bones, which represent the people of Israel who are dead 
in their exile. The Lord promises to put his spirit within them and restore them 
to life, bringing them back to their own land.                                         
Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 130: This is a psalm of supplication and trust in 
the Lord’s mercy and redemption. The psalmist cries out to the Lord from the 
depths and acknowledges that with the Lord there is forgiveness and plenteous 
redemption, and encourages Israel to wait for the Lord and trust in his word.         
Second Reading – Romans 8:8-11: Paul teaches that those who live according 
to the flesh cannot please God, but those who live according to the Spirit have 
the Spirit of Christ within them and will have life. He declares that the same 
Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead dwells within believers and gives life to 
their mortal bodies.                                                                            
Gospel – John 11:1-45: Jesus receives news that his friend Lazarus is seriously 
ill, but waits to visit him until after he has died. When Jesus arrives, he raises 
Lazarus from the dead, demonstrating his power over death and prompting 
many to believe in him. 



 4 

The readings for the 5th Sunday of Lent are about how God can take us from 
death to new life. The first reading tells us of God’s desire to bring us back to 
life. The second reading tells us if Christ dwells in us, we will have new life as He 
does. And the gospel tells how Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  

The Vision of Ezekiel       Source:    Wikimedia 
Artist:      Francisco Collantes (1599–1656) 

 

Bishop’s Barron’s radio homily on the Gospel at this link: 
https://www.wordonfire.org/videos/sermons/lazarus-come-out/      

Another one of Bishop Barron’s radio homilies on the Gospel at this link: 
https://www.wordonfire.org/videos/sermons/let-him-go/  
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Loyola Commentary                                                                       
 
Background on the Gospel Reading for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel 
according to John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A’s 
focus on the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, 
or miracle, found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens 
move closer to the celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today’s reading 
invites us to reflect upon what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the 
life. 

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing 
animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of 
the Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have 
been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them 
to look to his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe 
Jesus, however, and some try to stone him for blasphemy. 

The Rising of Lazarus 
Source:    Wikimedia 
Artist:     Luca Giordano (1632–1705) 
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Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send 
word to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, 
but he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows 
Jesus’ obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. 
When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for 
his life. Thomas declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die 
with Jesus. 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and 
saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains 
confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that 
there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, 
Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have 
cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and 
calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but 
others take word of the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans 
for Jesus’ death. 

Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising 
of Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing 
the conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In 
raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those 
who believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for 
the stone to be rolled away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find 
the stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. 

With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today 
calls us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die 
to sin’s power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves 
with Christ, who conquered death once and for all so that we who believe in him 
may have eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief 
that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection and the life. 

Family Connection 

Jesus’ promise of eternal life is a central element of our Catholic faith. Even 
though Easter is still two weeks away, our Gospel today invites us to 
acknowledge Jesus’ power over death, evidenced in the raising of Lazarus, and 
to anticipate Jesus’ conquering of death once and for all in his death and 
Resurrection. We sometimes use examples from nature to help describe this 
mystery of our faith. Jesus himself talked about the seed that dies when planted 
in the ground in order to produce new life (John 12:24). Using that image and 
others, we find hope and confidence in Jesus, the Resurrection and the life. 
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The Resurrection of Lazarus - Bonnat 
Source:    Wikimedia 
Artist:     Léon Bonnat (1833–1922) 

 
Gather your family today and read today’s Gospel in its shorter form, John 11:3-
7,17,20-27,33b-45. Write Jesus’ promise from today’s Gospel (“I am the 
resurrection and the life.”) on a large sheet of white paper. As your family talks 
about what Jesus means by this promise, decorate Jesus’ words with symbols that 
will remind you of his promise of eternal life. Display this reminder of Jesus’ 
promise in a prominent place in your home and keep it there until Easter. Pray 
that you will always remain confident in Jesus’ promise of eternal life. Conclude 
by praying together the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed. (Click on the link!) 

Encountering the Word with Jeff Cavins 

Use this link from Encountering the Word with Jeff Cavins on this Sunday 
readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZ1bOhqfLEs  

A video presentation for the Fifth Sunday from Life Teen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouCcMICHBZc  

Use this link to watch a video John 11: 1-57 
https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch/lumo-the-gospel-of-john.html/lumo-
john-11-1-57/english.html This video clip adds several verses not found in 
Sunday’s Gospel, verses 46-57. 
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Living the Word Commentary 

(A publication of Liturgy Training Publications, archdiocese of Chicago. 
Copyright 2022) 
 
Optional Song: Gracious God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUgXHc8vt84  
 
Focus: Jesus grieves with Martha and Mary and raises Lazarus from the dead. 
 
Reflection Several remarkable things happen in today’s Gospel reading, the 
most remarkable being the raising of Lazarus. Jesus sees his death coming and 
knows it will test the faith of his followers, many of whom still do not understand 
that Jesus is something more than merely a prophet. Christ uses the death of 
Lazarus to demonstrate the divine power he has and to strengthen the faith and 
courage of his followers. 
There is a cost to this demonstration, however, and in the shortest and one of 
the most compelling verses in the entire New Testament , we read that upon 
seeing Mary’s grief for her dead brother, Jesus weeps. He grieves his friend’s 
death and the pain it has caused. Why didn’t Jesus use his power to relieve or 
avoid his grief? He could have stopped Lazarus from dying or raised him 
immediately. Instead, Jesus suffers and weeps, publicly, joining us in all of our 
griefs. If Jesus, who need never suffer, endures suffering voluntarily, then why 
do we run from it? 
 
Action: The disciples believed that Jesus was risking death by returning to Judea 
to save Lazarus and warned him not to go. They demonstrated their faith by 
following Jesus into danger, even though they didn’t understand that his entire 
purpose was to give them the sign and the strength they would need to keep their 
faith through his coming death and resurrection. In your prayers this week, ask 
Jesus to inspire you to follow him even when you can’t see his plans. 
 
Questions: 
1.How do you respond to grief? Do you run from it or do you have rituals to 
help you accept the sorrow and move forward? 
2. Jesus deliberately waited until Lazarus was already dead to travel to Judea, so 
why do you think he as troubled to find Lazarus’ friends grieving him?  
3. Have you ever accompanied someone who is grieving? Have you been 
accompanied by someone in your own grief? How does this accompaniment 
help? 
4. What kinds of signs and symbols of God’s love do you notice in your daily 
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life? Could it be possible that others view you as a sign of God’s love, in the way 
you act or in your very being? 
  
Closing Prayer: Almighty and ever living God, we turn to you in times of 
suffering and pain, seeking the tender assurance of your care. Grant us the spirit 
of hope, so that we might live with renewed fervor as we await the fulness of life 
in heaven. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Optional Song Change our Hearts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZci9mDS4LA   

 
 

Episode #3 – 
That Than Which Nothing Greater Can Be Thought: The Ineffable 

Mystery of God 
 
Bishop Barron considers St. Anselm’s description of God as “that than which 
nothing greater can be thought,” and goes on to explain St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
arguments which support the claim that God truly exists. He also speaks from 
the Catholic tradition about the nature of God and the challenging question of 
evil and the existence of God. 
 
Use this link: 
https://catholicismseries.com/ineffablemysteryofgodepisode3  

 
 

Catholicism Episode #3 Chapter 3 
“That Than Which Nothing Greater Can Be Thought”:  

The Ineffable Mystery of God 
 
Introduction:  
 
Fr. Barron begins this episode with Moses and the burning bush of Exodus 3:5-
14. When Moses asked God his name, the reply was “I am who am” (Ex. 3:14). 
His name was simply “to be.” Catholic theological opinion has tended not to 
refer to God as a being. Thomas Aquinas rarely designates God as the highest 
being; rather he prefers the names “to be itself” or “the one who is.” In fact, 
Thomas Aquinas goes so far to say that God cannot be defined or situated within 
any genus, even the genus of “being.” After talking about Saint Anselm definition 
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of God from which this episode is titled, Fr. Barron concludes that the true God 
exceeds all our concepts, all of our loftiest ideas. God is essentially mysterious. 
Hence, God is not one of the items in the world. And so, God is the one who I 
can never control. God is! (See Pages 61-64)  
 
What side do you take about talking about God?  
Should we just keep our mouths shut or should we try to seek what God 
is like? 
 

ARGUMENTS FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE 
 

The dilemma we have is how do we talk about God without turning God into 
an idol, or are we doomed to remain silent. Fr. Barron takes us back to Exodus 
Chapter 33 and how Moses could not look on the face of God only God’s back 
(Page 64). Therefore, we can see God in this life, but only indirectly through his 
creatures and effects. Following this principle of indirection, Thomas Aquinas 
formulated five arguments for God’s existence. Fr. Barron takes the argument 
of contingency: the fact that things come into being and pass out of being. After 
giving several examples of the contingency of things, Fr. Barron concludes that 
an extrinsic cause or set of causes is needed to explain the existence of all things 
because earthly things do not contain within themselves the reason for their own 
existence (Page 65).  
 
Therefore, the biblical God is not one contingent reality among many; he is that 
whose very nature it is to exist, that power through which and because of which 
all other things have being (Page 66).  
 
What does this all me to you? Does it make sense? Do you care?  
 
Fr. Barron discusses next the teaching of Pope Benedict XVI that all being is 
knowable and so there must be a great Intelligence who has thought the universe 
into existence.  
 
Do you like this idea that God is the super intelligence who created and 
gave order to the world we know? 
 

NAMING GOD 
 

Fr. Barron next discusses how God must be totally other – that is transcendent. 
“Being itself,” the One Who Is, cannot be a worldly object, for the world is made 
up exclusively of particular beings” (Page 69).  
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“At the same time, “Being himself,” the One Who Is, works his way into every 
nook and cranny of finite existence, since he is the source of whatever exists in 
the cosmos. That is God is radically immanent (Page 69).  
 
And so where is God in heaven or on earth? 
 
Fr Barron reminds us that “being itself” (God) has nothing whatsoever to gain 
from creatures and hence is not in any sense in competition with them (Page 70). 
 
The story of human beings is a story of trying to manipulate God or trying to 
run from him. To be in right relationship with God therefore, is neither to grasp 
at him nor to hide from him (for both are finally impossible), but rather to 
surrender to him in love. 
 
If we surrender to God in love, why does that give us more freedom?  
 
Fr. Barron next takes us to some language that speaks about God’s 
transcendence.  
 
God is infinite that is God is not definable, not like any of the particular things in 
the world.  
 
God is immense, that is God’s immeasurability.  
 
God is eternal, that is not that God endures endlessly, but God does not exist in 
time at all.  
 
God is immutable, that is he is not characterized by the changeability that marks 
creatures.  
 
Therefore, as Thomas Aquinas observed we don’t really know what God 
is, only what God is not.  
 
Another set of names is used to express the immanence of God.  
 
God’s omnipotence means not that God is the strongest being around; but that 
God as the ground of existence, presses on all things with an unconditional 
power.  
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God is omniscient (all-knowing) doesn’t mean so much that God is the smartest 
being in existence, but it means that God knows the entirety of the universe into 
existence and is inescapably and personally present to every aspect of it. Whereas 
for us, existence precedes knowledge (we know things because they are), for God 
knowledge precedes existence (things are because he knows them.)  
 
God is omnipresence which means that God transcends any particular space and 
hence can be construed as being present to every space (Page 73). 
 

THE PROVIDENT CREATOR 
 

Fr. Barron seems to cover this aspect in less detail on the video than in the book. 
A quote from the book on page 77 sums up what he said on the video.  
 
“This God who continually creates the universe from nothing must also be 
described as provident. The Deist view is that God is the orderer of the universe, 
but only in a distant way, as the source of the laws and basic structure of the 
universe. But Christian theology has no truck with Deism. It stands, instead, with 
the Book of Wisdom, which speaks of God’s power, ‘stretching from end to end 
mightily and ordering all things sweetly’ (Wis. 8:1). God is not a celestial CEO, 
managing earthly affairs from an antiseptic distance; he holds the world in the 
palm of his hand, involving himself in all things both great and small.” 
 

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL 
 

The problem is if God exists, how could there be no much evil in the world? Fr. 
Barron quotes the British philosopher John Stuart Mill and Thomas Aquinas and 
both conclude that if God exists there would be no evil. Yet we know from our 
experience that evil does exist. These arguments about evil seriously challenge 
the proposition that there is a God (Page 79).  
 
Fr. Barron begins his argument to resolve this problem of evil with the 
observation that evil, strictly speaking, doesn’t exist, since evil is always a 
privation of the good. We can then speak of God permitting or allowing certain 
evils to emerge. But why would God allow such a deep corruption in his creation? 
The classic response to that question is that God permits evil so as to bring about 
a greater good.  
 
What do you think about this response?  
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Fr. Barron remarks that, “Yet in the presence of truly profound evil, 
doesn’t this explanation seem a tad facile?” 
 
Fr. Barron expresses that maybe the Book of Job deals with the issue of good 
coming from evil and our inability to understand it with a limited human 
perspective. To quote the book on page 81 we read:  
 
“The overall point of God’s speech seems to be this: the suffering of any one 
person must be seen within the context of the infinitely subtle working out of 
God’s purposes throughout the whole space and time. In a universe of 
numberless individuals, events, and relations, certain goods can emerge only in 
balance with certain evils…”  
 
(Fr Barron doesn’t say this but maybe we live in world that filled with darkness 
that is sin. Darkness is part of being a human; suffering in part of our human 
condition. Yet we have hope because Jesus conquered sin and death and by his 
resurrection we have hope of life after death.)  
 
What do you think of this idea that God permits “evil” because he has 
given freedom, the ability to say “no” to God? 
 
Fr. Barron speaks how God is like an artist and his canvas is the whole of space 
and time. And comparing God’s speech to Job to that painting Fr. Barron says 
we need to view God’s painting from God’s vantage point whose perspective of 
reality is boarder than ours. Then Fr. Barron gives us another analogy of a 
philosopher, Williams James, and his dog. We, like the dog, might see everything, 
but like the dog we cannot understand the deeper meaning of things due to our 
limited experiences. (See pages 82 and 83) 
 
And then comes these words of wisdom from Fr. Barron:  
 
“Still unsatisfied? Good. Though all of these images, perspectives and insights 
are illuminating, none finally “solves” the problem of reconciling a loving God 
and universe marked by great cruelty” (Page 83).  
 
And Fr. Barron concludes the resolution of the dilemma is faith in what Jesus 
has done for us on the cross.  
 
Then faith, our yes to Jesus and to God is the most basic choice we can make. It 
gives us direction to how we view and live our lives, do you agree? 
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In Thomas Groome’s book and video of the same name, “What Makes Us 
Catholic,” he concludes the problem of good and evil in this way: While the 
atheist cannot explain the goodness we experience in the world, neither can we 
believers explain adequately how can evil exist in the world. Is the glass of water 
half-full or half empty? It’s all how you look at it, right?  
 
What’s your choice? 
 

THE TRINITY 
 

And if we haven’t had enough “mystery” to deal with in this chapter or DVD, 
Fr. Barron tosses in the TRINITY. And so how can there be one GOD who 
reveals God’s self as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Fr. Barron uses the First Letter 
of John who describes, “God is love.” It is not that God HAS love, or that love 
is one of God’s attributes; he was saying that love names the very essence of 
God. And this means that God must be, in his own life, interplay of lover (the 
Father), beloved (the Son), and shared love (the Holy Spirit). (See pages 84 and 
85) 

 
Fr. Barron next marches us through the complex explanation that Augustine 
wrote in his writing on the Trinity. Fr. Barron concludes on page 87:  
 
“The one God of Israel – “I am who am” – is a play of subsistent relations – 
“God is love” – and thus we learn the deepest meaning of the verb “to be” is “to 
love.” Therefore, the Church’s mission is to make real in the world precisely this 
love that God is.  
 
Fr Barron concludes on the video with the question about “being,” or the 
question, “What’s is all about?’ He concludes it is all about “love.” To love is to 
be Jesus/God to others. 
 
 If our task to is to love “even our enemies” then how does that change 
how we view others? Does Mother Theresa’s saying: “Do it to me” make 
more sense?  
 
This question about the TRINITY is a question that all catechists who teach 
children must comfort. How do we explain that God is one and yet we talk about 
God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  
 
We use concrete items from the children’s experiences to explain that God like 
an apple, an egg, and so forth. Just like these things have three parts that become 
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what we think of as an apple, egg, etc., so the God has three parts that make up 
what God is.  
 
On the other hand, we use “water” as an example how God is one and yet we 
see God in three different ways: liquid, solid, and gas.  It does work with children 
 
Yet all those forms of water are water H20. Can you think of any other 
way to explain the Trinity in ordinary language? 
 
Ezekiel in the Valley of the Dry Bones 
Source:     http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55841 
Artist:      Elkan, Benno, 1877-1960 
 
 

 
 

 
 


