
Pastor’s Corner 
 Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) 

19 March 2023 

But, who do you say that I am? 

According to Catherine Upchurch, the general editor of the Little Rock Catholic Study Bible, 

“Soren Kierkegaard, a prominent nineteenth-century Danish philosopher and theologian, spent 

his brief life pondering the ways of both humans and God. One of his insights comes to mind after hearing to-

day’s readings. Kierkegaard wrote that there are two ways to be fooled. One is to believe what is not true; the 

other is to refuse to believe what is true. The story from our gospel today uncovers both ways of being 

fooled.” [1] 

“First, the neighbors and religious leaders refuse to believe what is true. They doubt that the man is actually 

the neighbor they have known all their lives and that his sight has been restored. They go so far as to question 

his parents to see if they can identify their once blind son. Second, the neighbors and religious leaders choose 

to believe what is not true. Because the healing took place on the Sabbath, in violation of the law, they pro-

claim that the healer, Jesus, is not from God and is in fact a sinner, therefore, incapable of offering healing. 

Notice that both ways of being fooled are present in this gospel story, and both are self-inflicted.” [2] 

“What causes the Pharisees to doubt what they see with their own eyes? What causes any of us to doubt how 

God is at work in the world? Our preconceived ideas about the world, about who’s in and who’s out, and 

about God sometimes call forth the cynic in each of us. Our own vested interests might leave us suspicious of 

the motives of others. For example, the Pharisees were in a position of intellectual and moral power, and the 

healing of a man by a ‘nobody,’ especially on the Sabbath, was an affront to what they held dear. Or we might 

be jaded by past experience or previous beliefs. It was common in ancient times to believe that a malady such 

as being born blind was the result of sin. Many at the time of Jesus held such a belief, and therefore, those who 

were sick or in some way physically imperfect were treated as outsiders. Who was Jesus, they may have won-

dered, to overlook the presumed state of sin and offer healing to a man who was a pariah in his community? 

And then, irony of ironies, the man who is no longer blind actually schools the religious teachers, inviting 

them to see with new eyes, but their cynicism prevents them from doing so.” [3] 

“The real gem of this story, though, is what happens to and within the man whose sight is restored. At the 

start, when first questioned about his healing, the man describes the healer as ‘the man called Jesus,’ then as a 

‘prophet,’ and finally, when Jesus finds him again, he professes belief in Jesus as the ‘Son of Man’ and ‘Lord.’ 

The man’s healing has caused him a good deal of grief and put him in the strange position of having to defend 

himself. Rather than distancing himself from Jesus, hoping to protect himself or his family, the man grows 

closer to understanding who Jesus is and not just what Jesus has done. And that’s the invitation to all of 

us.” [4] 

But, who do you say that I am? May we all see Jesus Christ and His divine presence in our sometimes cold, 

callous, and uncaring world! May we all have the spiritual sight to boldly proclaim: You are the Christ, the 

Son of the Living God, the Savior of the world! Be well and may God bless you and your family abundantly! 

Prayerfully, Fr. Ben 

[1] Loose-Leaf Lectionary for Mass, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN, Copyright 2022, Order of St. Benedict, Pgs. 13h-14h. [2] Loose-Leaf Lec-

tionary for Mass, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN, Copyright 2022, Order of St. Benedict, Pgs. 13h-14h. [3] Loose-Leaf Lectionary for Mass, 

Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN, Copyright 2022, Order of St. Benedict, Pgs. 13h-14h. [4] Loose-Leaf Lectionary for Mass, Liturgical Press, 

Collegeville, MN, Copyright 2022, Order of St. Benedict, Pgs. 13h-14h. 

 



 

When you give someone a blessed prayer shawl, lap blanket or pray-

er square, you are telling them that you care about them. These 

gifts can be given to someone who is sick, having a child, going off to 

college, or experiencing any kind of challenge or joy. To request a 

shawl or small blanket, complete the form in the Narthex (near the 

prayer square basket) and place it in the envelope there; or use the 

form on the parish website and email to pray-

ershawlstasjv@gmail.com. 

 

We pray for all recipients at our meetings and throughout the month. New 

members of any knitting or crochet skill level are welcome! Meetings are held 

the second Thursday of each month at 7pm in the STA classroom.  

Catholic Relief Services (CRS)  

OPERATION RICE BOWL  

Operation Rice Bowl is a Lenten  program that invites people to put 

in the cardboard container  found in the Narthex the money that is 

saved  because of their Lenten fasting and things they give up for 

Lent.  At the end of Lent, on Passion Sunday, the money saved is 

brought to the church and is used for development projects in poor 

nations and hunger locally and worldwide.  

mailto:prayershawlstasjv@gmail.com
mailto:prayershawlstasjv@gmail.com


WHY NOT RENT  

MADONNA HALL?  

Having a family get together? First  Communion 

or Confirmation party?  Bridal shower?  Baby 

shower?  A club or association dinner?   

Saint John Vianney’s MADONNA HALL  

is your go to place.   

For more information, email Cristin Gandy:   

Madonnahallrentals @gmail.com    

 

BEREAVEMENT GATHERING 

Wednesday, March 29 at 7:00PM  

in the St. Thomas the Apostle  

classrooms, 7:00PM to 8:00PM.    

Bereavement Ministry provides outreach 

support to anyone in need of it. There is no 

time limit on grief, and all are invited no mat-

ter how recent or distant the loss.  It is a safe 

place to share your feelings. It is our mission 

to support those who are grieving from the 

loss of their love ones, 

 working  towards healing  

and hopefully be able  to find peace.   

 

            If you have questions please call  Maria 

Pasterchick at  201-506-3151 or 

sisco9458@gmail.com    



MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  18 
5:00PM 
SJV + Davide  Marzullo / Isabella Marzullo 
STA + Marie McMenamin / Fred & Dot McMenamin 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19 
Saint John Vianney 
10:00AM + Deacon Andrew Calandriello  
  / Deacon Jim & MaryLou Cammarano 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle  
9:00AM  +  Emily Fleming / Deacon Jim & MaryLou Cam-
marano 
11:00AM +  Walter Houlihan / Carmela Houlihan  
   
MONDAY,  MARCH 20 
SAINT JOSEPH SPOUSE OF MARY 
6:30PM Eucharistic Adoration & Rosary 
7:30PM  Mass of  Living: Lauretta - Happy Birthday 
Novena to St. Peregrine immediately following Mass 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
8:00AM  Friends & Family of the Cokinos & Sullivan Family 
  / Nick & Kathy Cokinos 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 

8:00AM +  Helen Lesnick  

  / Madeline  & Tom McMenamin 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH  23 
8:00AM  + Louise Addotta / Vito Addotta   
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
8:00AM  + Albert Cannarozzi III  / his Mom & Dad 
  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
SJV: 3:00PM and 7:00PM 
STA: 7PM  (Livestream) 
 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  25 
5:00PM 
SJV + Elizabeth Lynch /  Cox Family 
STA + Msgr. John Weherlen / Kelly Family 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 26 
Saint John Vianney 
10:00AM +  Judy Jackman  
  / Deacon Jim & MaryLou Cammarano 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle  
9:00AM  Mass of Living: Deacon Milt / Michele & Mike Ormond 
11:00AM  + Gene Scognamiglio / Jean & Eric Stroud  

 

 

WELCOME HOME TO HEALING  

Monday Evenings during the Season of Lent   

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE  

6:30PM—7:30PM  8:00PM—8:30PM 

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY 

7:00PM—7:45PM  

This Lenten season, each Catholic parish in the Diocese of Paterson  

will have the Sacrament of Reconciliation available Mondays:  

Mondays: February 27 -March 27  

 OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Thursday: 9:00AM - 4:00PM   

Friday: 9:00AM - 12:00Noon  

READING FOR THE WEEK  

Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; 

Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38  



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  

MARCH 12, 2023 

  SAINT JOHN VIANNEY                 SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

  Envelopes: $1,060.00     Envelopes: $1,926.00 

  Loose Check: $240.00     Loose Checks: $1,140.0 

  Loose Cash: $126.00     Loose Cash: $412.00 

  Online Giving: $567.00     Online Giving: $2,627.00 

  TOTAL: $1.993.00      TOTAL: $6,105.00 

  Last Year: $ 1,466.00  - 3rd Sunday of Lent 2022   Last Year: $4,620.00 - 3rdSunday of Lent 2022 

         Diocesan Assessment: $3,960.00  

         (Outstanding Balance:$9,561.00) 

 

Easter Flowers / Music  

This year we will again be offering all parishioners the opportunity to beautify our Church and Blessed Sacrament Chapel with Easter 

Flowers and Music Ministry. 

A wonderful way to remember-the deceased-the living-those near and far– and decorate your parish at Easter 

and support the wonderful music that enhances our liturgies. 

You will find the envelopes in the Narthex. Please check off where you would like your donation to go (Flowers 

or Music)” then return the Flower / Music Envelope to “the Box” in the Narthex, the basket, mail it or drop by 

the office no later than Sunday, April 2. You also have the option to use the QR Code. 

 A list of those remembered will be published in the Easter Sunday Bulletin and on our website. A donation of $20 is requested but 

any amount is appreciated.  

FATHER’S DAY 

March 19 is the Feast of Saint Joseph (unless it falls on a 

Sunday then, like this year, it moves to March 20) and it 

is also the day when Italians celebrate Father’s Day.  

Part of the celebration is the serving of “binge di San 

Giuseppe” ( as it is called  in Rome), St. Joseph’s cream 

filled pastries. Also know throughout the rest of Italy as 

zeppole, the pastry is filled with vanilla cream or ricotta 

cheese, and topped with pastry cream and then a 

dusting of powdered sugar. A cherry finishes it off.  

Tradition credits an 18th century Napolitano baker named Pasquale Pintauro with making zeppole a popular St. Jo-

seph’s day treat. (Thank you Pasquale.)  St. Joseph is a patron saint of pastry chefs.  

***** 

According to legend, a severe drought threatened Sicily during the Middle Ages. In desperation, the people turned to 

St. Joseph to intervene on their behalf and bring , much needed rain. Their prayers were answered and a great feast 

was held in thanksgiving. That feast in honor of St. Joseph has become a tradition for Italian Catholics.   

Excerpt from the Little Black Book 



 

Dear St. Thomas the Apostle  
Envelope users:  
Due to circumstances beyond 
our control, arch collection 
envelopes are missing  
 

You can sign up for our 
online giving 
(www.ststhomasjohn.org, 
home, Online Giving ) 
 

Envelopes are available in 
the vestibule for contribu-
tions or you can simply use 
your own.  If you know your 
envelope number please in-
clude it – however this is not 
necessary. Thank you for 
your patience and assis-
tance.  Envelopes  will be 
mailed out for April & May 

MARCH 31 
Just asking . . . . .    
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FROM THE SPIRITUAL LIFE MINSTRY: 

   Season 2 of 

We meet in the classrooms at STA to watch 

the eight episodes that comprise Season 2. The 

Chosen is the first-ever multi-season series 

about the life of Jesus and how his friends and 

followers were affected by knowing Jesus. Tens 

of millions of people are watching and talking 

about the show! Download the Angel Studios 

app on your phone and watch the series at 

home, or join us weekly to watch and discuss. 

Any questions, call Lynn at 973-970-5335.  

7:00pm Tuesdays  3/21, 3/28    



 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal (Note: This is NOT 

the Diocesan Assessment). Because of your     

generosity we exceeded our goals and 50% 

of the money donated over our goals is re-

turned to our parishes.  

 

Saint John Vianney  

$6,027.00 over  

$3,014.00 rebate 

 

Saint Thomas the Apostle  

$9,778.00 over  

$4,889.00 rebate 

 



Fr. Brian’s Reflections on Confession 
 

Given that we are only a few weeks away from Easter, but still in “Penitential mode” from Lent, this weekend I wanted 
to do something a little different. I wanted to offer a little personal reflection, in a few parts, on a great, holy and valua-
ble sacrament that seems to be neglected all too often. Of course, unfortunately, in this day and age, that could be any 
of the sacraments, but the one that seems to have suffered the most is the sacrament of confession, also known as the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation or Penance. And, I offer this reflection as one who has been blessed to be on “both sides of 
the grille,” as it were, as confessor and confessee, as a sinner and one who has, for whatever reason, been chosen to 
become an instrument of reconciliation, of forgiveness, of mercy.  

 

I will never forget, as a newly ordained, the first confession I ever heard, not because of the content or what was said, 
because, honestly, I don’t remember, but because it was the first time I truly felt like a priest. I know I was nervous, 
scared that I would not properly remember the words of absolution, and I probably even fumbled over what I was going 
to say, but it didn’t matter, because, at that moment, I realized I had the ability to pour the mercy of God upon this per-
son, and they would receive it. As I got more comfortable hearing confessions, I realized the true power that God had 
given me, but rather than feeling “all-powerful” because of it, I was humbled by it, because people of all ages, of all 
walks of life would come into that confessional and seek forgiveness, and they would seek it from me, some ordinary 
guy whom God asked to become a priest, a sinner himself, and they would confide in me some of the worst that people 
are capable of, and I had to offer some advice, some consolation, and, if God was not in charge, I don’t even know what 
I would have said. In fact, this is why this sacrament makes a priest feel like a priest, because, in essence, he is helpless, 
and, in every sense of the word, he becomes an instrument, he has to let God work through him as he, in so many 
words, gets out of the way. 

 

This is why it lends itself to one of the most intimate experiences of God, because not only is He speaking to us, consol-
ing us, He is reaching out for us, running towards us as the father did to the Prodigal Son, because He has been waiting 
for us. This is why sometimes the greatest conversions can happen at that moment, because the love of God is so real, 
so palpable that we feel it within every inch and every part of our being. This is why we cry, because it is so overwhelm-
ing, so strong and we missed that and, yet, didn’t realize how much we truly missed His love until it returned, but it is 
not just because we missed it, we also come to clearly see what separated us from that love in the first place, and like a 
child saddened because he hurt his father, we come to see the pain and the hurt that we caused by our sins. 

 

For, although Christ has already redeemed us of those sins, we see a bruise, a gash, a pain He suffered we had never 
noticed before, because we caused it and it becomes more noticeable to us now.  

 

But those tears are not just an expression of sorrow, not just a recognition of our offenses, they are also a shower for 
our soul, cleansing us and removing their stains, literally washing away what we have done and confessed to have 
done. 

 

And, all of this happens, in what can seem like a minute, because, in the blink of an 
eye, we are changed, made a new creation in Christ.  

 

My next installment will be on how we are healed by the sacrament.   

 

 



 

Catholic Charities Community Service   

MEALS ON WHEELS   

48 Wyker Road, Franklin, NJ | (973) 209-0123 ext. 

3104   

New Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and  

Friday 10:00am - 2:00pm 

We are need of the following items for the 

Food Pantry:  Canned Vegetables / Shelf Milk / Soups (Dry 

or Canned) / Coffee / Tea / Canned or Bottled Juice / Cere-

al / Oatmeal / Pancake Mix / Syrup / Canned Fruit / Cake-

Cookie-Brownie Mixes / Canned Meats /  Tuna / Side Dish-

es (eg. Knorr’s Rice or Pasta Dishes) / Pasta / Macaroni & 

Cheese / Crackers / Cookies /   Peanut Butter / Jelly /    

Pasta Sauce / Mayonnaise / Ketchup / Pull ups / Baby or 

Adult Diapers / Wipes /  Paper Products / Shampoo &  

Conditioner / Laundry Soaps / Dish Soaps  

You can drop off your donation of non perishable food 

items or monetary donations at St. John Vianney Church OR 

at the Food Pantry in Franklin. 

Please note that we have a veteran's closet at this site with 

a Veteran Volunteer to answers questions and help our  

veterans.  Everything in the Veterans’ Closet is free.   

Catholic Charities  

HOPE HOUSE  
 

UPDATED 

LIST OF  

ITEMS  

REQUESTED 
 

 

Pasta / Pasta Sauce  
/Side Dishes (Rice a Roni, Knoor) 

/Cookies / Cereal   
 

We are asking anyone that is able to give at least 
one item to do so.  Any donation of any kind is  al-
ways  gratefully welcomed.  
 

Donations can be dropped off when you come to 
Mass at St. Thomas or during the week at the STA 
Rectory Door under the overhang. You do not have 
to ring the door bell as the front door is checked 
throughout the day. The food doesn't stay there for 
long!  
 

Nick’s Hope will be partnering with Hope House in Dover to provide free clothing for 
their clients through its online ordering website. Thank you to all who have donated 

money and new or gently used clothing to make this possible.  Nick’s Hope is a 5013c 

nonprofit with a Thrift Shop located three doors over from the Betsy Ross Diner.   

 

Email: info.nickshope@gmail.com NicksHope.com, or follow Nick’s Hope on Facebook. 

40 Days of Giving:  A Lenten Practice 

During Lent we are called to participate in the three pillars of Lent:  prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving.  One way to help others in this way is to participate in 40 Days of Giving.  Each 

day during Lent, put aside one non-perishable food or paper item to donate to the Hope 

House Food Pantry or Meals On Wheels to help feed the poor.  On Sunday when you go to 

Mass, bring your week’s donations and place them in the box for the food pantry.  As you 

probably know, the number of families struggling with food insecurity has grown tremen-

dously.  Please be generous in helping those less fortunate than ourselves.  

mailto:info.nickshope@gmail.com


BAPTISM 
 

Baptisms are held at both parishes. If 
you are a first time parents you must 
attend a Baptism Preparation class. 
Class dates are 2/28, 4/17 and 6/19 

Register  online: 
www.ststhomasjohn.org 

 
CONFESSIONS 

 

Saturdays, 4:00pm-4:45pm    
 

 
MARRIAGES 

 

Prior to your booking of the reception, 
please call the Parish Office 1 year in     
advance of the wedding date to allow for 
proper pre-marital preparation. 
 

Knights of Columbus ~ 
 Council Meetings 

 

St. John Vianney Council #12649 meets at Saint 
John Vianney the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 pm. 
 
Joseph Lamb Council #5510 meets on the 1st & 
3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Wiegand 
Farm. 
 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/YOUTH MINISTRY 

 
Please contact: alyssa@ststhomasjohn.org  

973-208-0096 
 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP: A parishioner is one 
who belongs to the parish family. As such, they are 
registered and committed through  participation in 
the life of the parish. In order for marriages to be 
administered and for Sponsor Certificates,           
recommendations, etc. to be issued by the office, the 
person requesting must be a 
registered and active member of 
Saint John Vianney or Saint 
Thomas the Apostle.  
 
We request that you register 
when you move into our    com-
munity so that we may be of  
service to you. Please use the 
QR code register.  

“If any person may have been abused by any priest, they 
should immediately contact their local County             
Prosecutor’s Office and Diocese’s Victims Assistance   
Coordinator: Dr. Ken McNeil at 973-879-1489. You may 
also be in touch with either of the Diocesan Response 
Officers Rev. Msgr. T. Mark Condon JCD, Vicar General 
and Moderator of the curia, 973-777-8818 Ext. 248 or 
Sister Joan Daniel Healy, SSC, Chancellor / Delegate for 
Religious, 973-777-8818 Ext. 247. The entire text of the 
Policy of the Diocese of Paterson in Response to         
Complaints of Sexual Abuse is available on the diocesan 
Web site: www.patersondiocese.org.    

 

“

Prayers for the sick: Kathy Brennen, Kevin 
Wickert, Fumiko Lutz, Patricia Carapola, 
Courtney Sanchelli, Gail Brennan, Rich Day, 
Richard Lavelle, Marion Coleson, Chris 
Osborne, Stephen Vecchiotti, Vincent 
Ottani, Penny Sorokach (nursing home), 

Darlene Kolakovic, Kenny Miscisak, Emily Schmidt, Mary 
Swerzenski (nursing home), Jessica Taylor, Tim Lambert, Nancy, 
Sebastian Drelick, Frank Weber, Carole DeCepoli, Bert DeLuca, 
Maryellen Leppard, Kelly Cokinos Fleming, Sophia Brandt, 
Shaelynn Todd, Elaine M., Joseph, Dominick Restuccia , William 
Osbun, Joey Dyl, Tran, Liz, John, Teresa Nussbaum, Antionette 
Vople, Jacqueline Lausch, Brenda Nussbaum, Paul Pini, Jimmy 
Bariso, Joanne, Noreen Schuk and Jack Schaffhauser, my friend L. 
Cheryl Ryan, Kathy C. ,Katherine Kaiser, Danielle Peece, 
Frank ,Drew and Frank Wilpert. 
 

Prayers for the deceased: Rosemary McHugh, Patrick P. 
Marttine, Kathleen Ryan Peterson, Matthew (Matt) Rugel, Ralph 
Agovino, George Damerel,  Theresa Pachucki, Robert Neubig,  
Tony Bonfiglio, Bernadette Johnson, Angelo Cianci, Rebeca Ruiz-
Ulloa, Harold Hakans, Vincent James (Jim) Fiorito, Dennis 
Romanelli, Rose Kelly and Patricia Donza, Jim Gleeson, Jim 
Smath, Henry Boonstra , Jack Kelly, Edward Wynne, Elford 
Jennings, Grace Batelli, Stan Sisson, June Cetro, Linda Musciotto, 
Helen Wyso, Ann M. Biehler, Jason Haas, Gerald Holzchuh, 
Donald Scillieri, Owen Sarwatka, William Meyer, Rev. Msgr. (Fr. 
Fitz) John E. Fitzpatrick, John Link, John A. Wilpert, Joseph R. 
Wickham, Dorothy Dyl, Roy DeFranco, Robert Walker, Emily 
Fleming, Msgr. Wherlen, Fr. Kearns, Terry Koontz, Aurora 
Sangalang, Msgr. John Wehrlen Theresa Kott, Linda Thompson, 
Rev. Matthew (Fr. Matt) Twiggs, Linda M. and Ed Pfeil, Delores 
Clancy, Fr. Kevin Lynch, C.S.P., Joan Arvidson, Kat Pachucki , 
Gene Scognamiglio, Vincent O’Rourke, Grace Wargo , Edward S. 
Kotarski, Herb Stevens, Joan DeVito, Robert (Bob) Feldmann, 
Rose Bottcher, Judy Jackman, Al Cannarozzi, Jr., Percival A. 
Caballero, Maureen Clegg, Angelina (Angel) Pappianne and 
Christopher (Chris) Brozuski, Dr. Raymond Troiano, Wilson 
Noriega and Edward L. Battaglia.     

We pray for those in our parish who are currently serving in the 
armed forces especially:  PFC Anthony Imperato, USMC, Cpl, Sgt. 
Antoino Lettizia, USMC, OSSN(SW) Anthony S. Gambuti, US Navy, 
Lance Cpl Ryan Leyden, USMC,  2nd Lt. Andrew Verdes, Haley 
Kerrison Lt1, Army, 2nd Lt. Clara Fetter, USMC, USAF Airman 
Andrew Babich, Chaplin Major Jhon Madrid, Airman Gianna 
Perez, USAF and Lt. Col. Colleen O’Brien, Army. 
  

In honor of the Military serving our country at home and abroad, 
we invite you to  recite three  (3) Hail Mary's for their safety.     
We also pray for the family and friends of those listed above.   

 


