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ove. Most of Jesus Christ’s teachings center upon one theme — one word — Love — (4gape love
pecifically). Love is needed to spread God’s teachings throughout the world. God’s commandment
o love one another the way that He loves us is paramount! In this way God’s kingdom of justice,
seace and love will spread throughout our world! We are His witnesses who have been commanded
o share this message with everyone whom we meet.

T — A ccording to the Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary by FAITH Catholic, “Jesus tells His
Apostles that @l will know they are His disciples if they love one another. We are called to follow this command to
love, so that God can use us to draw the world to Himself. This is what Paul and Barnabas are endeavoring to do in

the first reading; they are proclaiming the Gospel out of love for God and His people so that the reign of His love
might spread throughout the [whole] world.” [1]

As we know, charity is another word for love. Therefore, Christian charity is Christian love — Love of God, Love of self,
and Love of neighbor! Plain and simple! The Decalogue — The Ten Commandments were whittled down to the two
Great Commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (1 John 4:7) [2] Then, on Ascension Day, Jesus whit-
tled the two Great Commandments down to the New Commandment: “A New Commandment I give to you, that you
love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) [3]

Love — Agape Love — self-giving, self-sacrificing love! Selfless love solely for another person, not selfish love only
for oneself! God is love! How many times have we heard this statement? Never have we heard that God is not love.
Never have we heard that God is the seven deadly sins! All sin comes from a lack of love. A lack of love of God, one-
self, or one’s neighbor!

Why is it that so many books, songs, television programs and movies focus in on love as a main theme? Could it be that
true love is very hard to find, and then, once found, to hold on to? We must focus on true love — agape love — not eros
(lust). Lust is selfish and self-serving, not caring about the well-being of the other person involved. Eros focuses solely
upon gratification — the gratification of one’s own desires without caring at all about the well-being of the other — even
oftentimes being hurtful to the other person. That is not true love. That is not love at all. Rather, it is lust.

Agape is the love that Jesus teaches. Agape is the love that Ged Is! This is the type of love that all of Christ’s disciples
are called to emulate! How can we say that we love God, whom we cannot see with bodily eyes [in the Flesh], when we
hate our brother and our sister whom we can see with bodily eyes? That is being phony, false, hypocritical!

According to the Universal Prayer and Commentary by FAITH Catholic, “Jesus wants us to love as He loves. Our faith-
fulness and attentiveness to right and wrong, to holiness, and to the practice of our faith is important. Yet Jesus furthers

our understanding of following Him by making [crystal] clear the greatest commandment of every disciple: to love as
He loves!” [4]

Plain and simple. Most of Jesus Christ’s teachings center upon one theme — one word — Love — (Agape love specifi-
cally). As we know, charity is another word for love. Therefore, Christian charity is Christian love — Love of God, Love
of self, and Love of neighbor! Plain and simple! Therefore, what excuse do we have when we do not love as God loves?
What excuse do we have when we fail to follow the New Commandment that Jesus Christ Himself taught and emulated
by His examples while He was amongst us in the Flesh? None! No excuse! We cannot say that we have not been taught
this over and over again! If we do say that we have not been taught this, that would be a world-class “whopper” of a
falsehood! Be well and God bless you all in the love of God!

Prayerfully,
Fr. Ben

[1] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, 2025, Vol. 58, No. 2, Pg. 193. [2] The Holy Bible, Revised Standard
Version, Catholic Edition, Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, New Testament Copyright 1965, Old Testament Copyright 1966, New Testament Pg.
216. [3] The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition, Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, New Testament Copyright 1965, Old
Testament Copyright 1966, New Testament Pg. 99. [4] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, 2021, Vol. 55, No.
1, Pg. 203.



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, May 17th

5:00 pm (St. John Vianney)

No intentions for this Mass

5:00 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle)

* Family and Friends of the Cokinos & Sullivan Family
by Kathy & Nick Cokinos

Sunday, May 18th

9:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
No intentions for this Mass

10:00 am (St. John Vianney)

t Elish Sudol by Les Pappianne
11:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
t Rosina Gleeson by Anne Kaiser

Monday, May 19th

6:30 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle)

Eucharistic Adoration

7:30 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle)

t Msgr. John Fitzpatrick by Mary Bacchetta

Novena to St. Peregrine immediately following Mass

Tuesday, May 20th
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
t Maria Khoan Nguyen by The McCartney Family

Wednesday, May 21st

8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
No intentions for this Mass

12:00 pm (St. John Vianney)

No intentions for this Mass

Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help immediately following

Mass

Thursday, May 22nd
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
T The Mikula Family by The Gil Family

Friday, May 23rd
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
+ The Smath Family by Roberta Smath

Saturday, May 24th

5:00 pm (St. John Vianney)

T Robert M. Allender Il by Susan Allender
5:00 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle)

t Liz Garcea by Walter Endlicher

Sunday, May 25th

9:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)

No intentions for this Mass

10:00 am (St. John Vianney)

+ Amanda Bellusci by Marlene and Steve Januszwski
11:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)

t Ed & Grace Battaglia by Knights of Columbus #5510

Memorial Day Mass
Monday, May 26

Everyone is invited to our annual
Memorial Day Mass Monday, May 26th
at the Altar in our Parish Cemetery.

Blessing of the Graves/Niches
10:00 am

Mass will be celebrated
at 10:30 am

Please bring your own folding chair
for your comfort.
In case of inclement weather,
we will gather in the Church.

MEMORIAL DAY

* HONORING ALL WHO SERVED *

Attention families of Veterans

that are buried or inurned
(placed in the Columbarium)
in our cemetery

The Milton American Legion places of
flags on the graves or in front of their
niches in observance of
Memorial Day.

If there is a grave that is not having an
American Flag placed on it and your
loved one is a Veteran, please call
Jay Dunham: 973-697-6304



SAINT JOHN VIANNEY

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Envelopes, Loose Check & Cash: $2,470.00
Online Giving: $440.00

TOTAL: $2,910.00

Last Year: $2,030.00

Weekly Expenses: $5,598.00

Envelopes, Loose Checks & Cash: $3,119.00
Online Giving: $ 3,375.00

TOTAL: $6,494.00

Last Year: $10,281.00

Weekly Expenses: $6,972.00

4th SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 11, 2025

THE BEREAVEMENT GATHERING
Next meeting Wednesday, June 4 at 7:00PM

I <

Future Dates: 6/18
Grief has no timeline

We’re a place to find healing during
this most difficult time. Let us help
you through your grief journey. We
understand as we are grieving with
you. God's healing grace will be felt throughout our
meetings. Let God be with you on your journey to heal-
ing. Our fellowship is here to support one another in
their time of need. Come join us in a safe, loving,
spiritual, supportive and healing environment. If you
have questions please call Maria Pasterchick at
201-506-3151 or sisco9458 @gmail.com

ot John Vianngy had their
May Crowning last Sunday by
Miss Irglgnn Graham.

Her dress was madg by her
grandmother, Tina, and had
begen worn by her Junt Rachel
and her Mother, Christy, which
madg it gxira special. Father
Martin added to theg occasion

Acts of Kindness
Qutreach to the Homebound

Let’s remember our parishioners who are

homebound, in assisted living, or in nurs-

ing homes with a card, visit, or phone call
to brighten their day.

Carmela (Mel) Houlihan
6 Aztec Trail
Oak Ridge, NJ 07438

v

Tess Martin
200 Bristol Glen Drive
Apt. 414
Newton, NJ 07860

If you would like to add someone’s con-
tact information to this list, please email it
to Lynn at
dmccart4d @optonline.net
or call 973-970-5335.

by singing ong of the

Marian Hlgmns.




' FATHER’S DAY INTENTIONS

F ather’s Day Cards for your Father’s Day Intentions are in the Narthex
. ((vesmbule))

Intentions are only accepted

¢ by using the QR Code below,

¥4 ¢ go on our parish website

( Home page www.ststhomasjohn.org),

{ ¢+ returning the Father’s Day Offering envelopes to
the STA’s “The Box” in the narthex,

¢ the collection basket at SJV,

¢ or dropping it off at the parish office.

A
= Father’s Day Intentions will be accepted no later that June 8.

Father’s Day Intention, Living or Deceased, will be placed on the Altars
of St. John Vianney and St. Thomas the Apostle and will be published
in the bulletin and online Father’s Day Weekend , June 14/15.

L 4

*

MASS INTENTION REQUEST
massintentionststhomasjohn.org

We have many open weekday Masses available thru the end of June.
No requests will be taken by phone, only online or in person.
Mass intentions requested online will only be accepted using massintention@ststhomasjohn.org .

Any other email address used will not be processed.
If the dates requested are accepted, you will be notified by email with a link to pay online. You still have the option to drop
off the funds in the collection basket with a notation on the envelope “Mass Intention” or send/drop off directly to the parish

office. Prompt payment is appreciated.
If your date is not available, we will contact you to choose a different date/Mass time.

Cost per Mass Intention and Spiritual Bouquets: $20.00
No dates after June 30, 2025 will be accepted nor kept on file.
Thank you for your support in creating a fair process for all our parishioners!

Robert Prevost
becomes the first

The book for July - September will be open mid June date t.b.d
American pope

L& XIV
© Sept. 14, 1955

| Bernn Chcogo, Bnos,Us /

June 19, 1962
Ordained a priestin the Order of Sant Augustos

1987-1998
Senved nPeru as formotion deector, communty pricy.
professor, ond judicial veor

1999

Elected Prove of the Augustinion Pr
of Mother of Good Ceunser (Chicogo)
2001 & 2007

Blected Price Generol of tha Order of Sent
Augustog

Dec. 12,2014

Ordained bishop ofter beng appainted
Apo'mlc Admanistrator of Chiciayo,

April 15,2020
Appointed Apostoic Admnstrotor
ot Coleo, Peru

Jan. 30, 2023

Apponted Prefect of the
Dxcastery for Bishops end
Presicent of the Peantifical
Commyssson for Latin Amenca

May 8,2025

Elected the 267th Pope. toking
the reme Leo XIV =~ the frst
Amencan pope in histery

Moy 0. 2028

> v‘thex the Knlghts of Columbus
#5510 has a plastic jug to collect
can tabs for the Shriners Hospital

for kids

What do the Shriners do with them?
The Shriners turn the can tabs in for money and buys
medical equipment to help treat millions of kids who
are in need of medical attention.

Why it's so important? The Shriners help take care of
families regardless of their inability to pay.

The Knights of Columbus Council #5510 supports
the work of the Shriners Hospital and their dedica-
tion to the children who otherwise wouldn't be
able to afford medical treatment.

In Service to One.

In Service to AlL

IMPORTANT!!! SEE OTHER SIDE -




Blood Drive

Gear Up

Giveaway
Donate June 1-28

o B e ‘. R 4 B -— - - T e
E ; e __&' _— o

* Donors who come to give blood, platelets or plasma
June 1-28, 2025, will receive a $10 Rewards gift card
* Donor Rewards program opt-in required
sponso red By: * PLUS be entered for a chance to win one of two $10,000 gift cards

K. of C. St. Thomas |
Donor Guidelines:
K. C. Church * Weigh at least 110 Ibs

*Bring ID
* Eat a meal before donation
* Drink plenty of water before
and after donation
*16-22 year old females see below

Friday, June 6, 2025 S
2:30 pm - 8:00 pm %

= 410" =146
. = 41" =142
Social Hall - =
5635 Berkshire Valley Road e pu
Oak Ridge, NJ 07438 252" 2129
_____________________________________ = 53" =124
= 5'4" 2120
Appointments strongly recommended - > 115
CLICKTO
SCHEDULE

You may use the phone number below, go to donors.vitalant.org
(using blood drive code: XKCSTO) or the QR code and link to the right
to schedule your appointment

000
000

Join The Vitalant Donor Recognition Program

Earn points for each donation. Points can be redeemed for
e-gift cards to a variety of national retailers & restaurants.
Enroll Today!

1. Visit Vitalant.org/Recognition or

2. Call our Customer Care Center at 1.877.258.4825

vitalontv

* Donors must be enrolled to participate.



Catholic Charities HOP E HOUSE

If you can please, these are the items we are in most need of:

TUNA FISH / PASTA SAUCE / TOILET PAPER
SHAMPOO/ TOOTHPASTE / COFFEE / TEA

Donations can be dropped off when you come to Mass at St. Thomas or during the week
at the STA Rectory Door under the overhang. You do not have to ring the door bell as the
front door is checked throughout the day. The food doesn't stay there for long!

Catholic Charities Community Service, Partnership for Social Services

MEALS ON WHEELS / FOOD PANTRY

During these uncertain economic times our food pantry is having a hard time keeping up with needs of those who
struggle to put food on their table please help.

Pasta Sauce / Pasta Sauce / Canned Tomatoes / Soup

You can drop off your donation of non perishable food items or monetary donations at St. John Vianney
Church OR at the Food Pantry, Location: 48 Wyker Road, Franklin, NJ Hours: Monday, Wednesday , Thursday

and Friday 10:00am - 2:00pm
Flip top or easy open cans and or containers work best most homeless people cannot open

cans.

Got rid of your landline? Do you have a new cell phone number?
Do you have a new email address? Have you gotten married, moved" |

Now is the time to let us know ALL thls new mformatlon so we can better serve you'
We are updating our records and we need you to make this happen.

We are asking everyone to update our contact information for our parlshroners in both}

parishes. Please visit our website at www.ststhomasjohn.org and click on the UPDATE MY
INFO button on the homepage. Then select REGISTER for NEW parishioners OR select

the second option to UPDATE MY INFO. Please fill out all the information including how
you prefer to contribute (onlme glvmg or envelopes) and anythlng else to update our database

If you have any questions, please reach out to the parlsh office
L email: michelle@ststhomasjohn.org
or call and ask for Mlchelle at STA: 973 208-0090 / SJV 973-697- 6550



BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS SCHEDULE JUNE

If you are first time parents you must attend one Baptism Preparation class. Below are the dates and
parishes. It doesn’t matter what parish you attend the class as long as you attend one class.

St. Thomas the Apostle: Classes are held at St. Thomas parish office on Monday evenings at 7pm. The next class is June 23

Saint John Vianney: Baptism Preparation Classes are held at St. John Vianney church basement on Saturdays mornings at
10am. June 21

To sign up for a class email Terry at terry@ststhomasjohn.org NO LATER than the MONDAY PRIOR to class.

July and August class dates will be posted next weekend.

" The little Black Book describes "the SEAMLESS Tunic as a reminder of the Unity the
Lord desires for all of us.”" The members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry all know our
work starts with one stitch and grows into a seamless shawl or lap blanket. During
 this Easter Season, our hope for all of us is unity with Jesus as we continue crafting for
Christ.

" To request a shawl or lap blanket (which comes with the promise of continued prayer),
You have four options:
mgmaae 1- Complete the form in the Narthex and put it in envelope
N s ] j P ;i

. . _" 2- Use the form on the parish website

h 'I‘ 3- Email to prayershawlstasjv@gmail.com
=] — a1 4- Use the QR code.

“Exercising the body for the sake of the soul "

Through breath and movement, the body relaxes, the mind quiets.
The body becomes more flexible, stronger and
agile as our balance improves.

Focusing on gentle movements enhances concentration improving
prayer and reflection.
We meet Thursday mornings at 9:30 at St Thomas the Apostle
in the classrooms.

Wear comfortable clothing, arrive 15 minutes early.
Donations are accepted to support the Hope House.




"TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON™
A TIME TO BE HEALED
Prayers for the sick: Kathy Brennen, Kevin Wickert, Fumiko
Lutz, Patricia Carapola, Courtney Sanchelli, Gail Brennan,
Richard Lavelle, Stephen Vecchiotti, Vincent Qttani, Darlene
Kolakovic, Kenny Miscisak, Emily Schmidt, Tim Lambert,
Nancy, Sebastian Drelick, Frank Weber, Carole DeCepoli,
Bert DeLuca, Maryellen Leppard, Kelly Cokinos Fleming,
Sophia Brandt, Elaine M., Joseph, Joey Dy, Liz, John, Teresa
Nussbaum, Antionette Volpe, Paul Pini, Jimmy Bariso,
Joanne, Noreen Schuk, Katherine Kaiser, Danielle Peece,
Chris Day, Carmela Houlihan, Sharon VanDyke, Karen
McCarthy, Robert Martin, Ashlyn Lausch, Jim, Barbara Eckert
and Sandor Heitler, Kevin Corman, Lily, Nicholas Falzarano,
Paul Farruggia, Val Ciaburri, Thomas Sharkey, Lisa Litterri,
Althea Ames, Lynn Hall, Norbert Kalokira, Terry Boonstra
Anne Cooper and Michael Savage.
A TIME TO MOURN

Prayers for the deceased: Joan DeVito, Al Cannarozzi, Jr.,

Angelina (Angel) Pappianne, Dr. Raymond Troiano, Frank
Wilpert, Jeffrey Ryan, Frank Scillieri, Etzer Jerome, Rita Rugel,
Alice Warren, Joseph T. Murphy, Joseph F. Dooley, Patricia
(Pat) Snouffer, Amy Snouffer, Rosemarie Pichieri, Joan
Myszka, Crescia (Chris) Osborne, Ray Troxell, Barbara Runz,
Henrietta Costa , Ray Troxell, Barbara Runz, Joseph
Carabillo, John R. Gadbois, Elizabeth A. O’Doannel, , Tommy
Gigante, Thomas Joyce, Richard “Dick” Martin, James (Jim)
Cerullo, Jr., Rev. Charles J. Brunick CSP, Mario Provenzano,
Richard Alheidt, William H. Osbun, Lynn Padula Brennan,
Daniel Morales and Mary Swerzenski, Joseph Spagna, Carol
Corazza, Amy Alheidt and Dominick Restuccia, Helen Engle,
Stanley Fautas, Robert Michael Allender Il, Alfanso
Bruccoleri, Anthony (Tony) Campana, Elaine J. Marone,
Delores Carhart, Lynda McTigue, Karen Dulfer, Joe Carrier,
William “Bill” Feuss John Golden, Noreen Nuzzo, William
Marone and Ed & Grace Battaglia, Richard Sandervan, Rosina
Gleeson, Mary Ann Castiglia and Rich Day.

A TIME FOR PEACE

W for ti e ish wt 3 rentl I
the armed forces especially: Staff Sgt. Antoino Lettizia, USMC,
OSSN(SW) Anthony S. Gambuti, US Navy, Captain Andrew
Verdes, Haley Kerrison Ltl1, Army, 2nd Lt. Clara Fetter, USMC,
USAF Airman Andrew Babich, Chaplin Major Jhon Madrid,
Airman Gianna Perez, USAF and Lt. Col. Colleen O’Brien, Army,
Paul Letizia Sergeant USMC, Sergeant Thomas J. Soules Ill, US
Army, PFC Thomas Young, Army National Guard and PFC Thomas
Young, Army, PFC Kyle Peters, Army, Nicholas Roberts, US Navy,
Petty Officer Miguel A. Rodriguez USN and Master Chief Miguel
Rodriguez, USN [In honor of the Military serving our country at home and
abroad, we invite you to recite three (3) Hail Mary's for their safety. We
also pray for the family and friends of those listed above,

BAPTISM

Baptisms are held at both parishes. If you are a first
time parents you must attend a Baptism Preparation
class. Baptism Classes are held Mondays at STA
7:00pm and Saturdays at SJV 10:00am check the
parish website for upcoming dates.

For more information and to register for Baptism:
www.ststhomasjohn.org

MARRIAGES
Prior to your booking of the reception, please call the
Parish Office 1 year in advance of the wedding date
to allow for proper pre-marital preparation.
Knights of Columbus
-Council Meetings
meets at Saint

St. John Vi c il #12649
John Vianney the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each
month at 7:30 pm.

Joseph Lamb Council #5510 meets on the 1st &
'3;rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Wiegand
arm,

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

A parishioner is one who be-
longs to the parish famig/. As
such, they are registered and
committed through participa-
tion in the life of the parish.
In order for marriages to be
administered and for Spon-
sor Certificates, recommen-
dations, etc. to be issued by the office, the per-
son requesting must be a registered online:
ststhomasjohn.org and active member of Saint
John Vianney or Saint Thomas the Apostle.

We request that you register when you move into
our community so that we may be of service to

you. Please use the QR code register.

“If any person may have been abused by any
priest, they should immediately contact their
local County Prosecutor’s Office and Diocese’s
Victims Assistance Coordinator: Dr, Ken McNeil
at 973-879-1489. You may also be in touch with
either of the Diocesan Response Officers Rev.
Msgr. T. Mark Condon JCD, Vicar General and
Moderator of the Curia, 973-777-8818 Ext. 248 or
Sister Joan Daniel Healy, SSC, Chancellor / Dele-
gate for Religious, 973-777-8818 Ext. 247. The
entire text of the Policy of the Diocese of Pater-
son in Response to Complaints of Sexual Abuse is
available on the diocesan Web site:

www.patersondiocese.org.

The Schools of the Catholic Academy of Sussex County --- 973-729-6125 ext. 3055

REV. GEORGE A. BROWN SCHOOL
Pre-K to Grade 4

POPE JOHN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Grade 5to 7

POPE JOHN XXl HIGH SCHOOL
Grade 8 to 12
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“The Leak Stops Here!”
Est.1986 M MCCOLLUM
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1]
Nﬁ : ------------------ -
e —

Monday & Wednesday & Thursday 5:00-7:00PM
45 OAK RIDGE ROAD, OAK RIDGE e 697-8890
~ | - " "30% OFF |

R
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CONSTRUCTION i t Masonry Repair & SENIORS )

Family Owned/Operated * Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured * 20+ Yrs.
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PLEASE Family
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OUR PARISH = K 7 Cuisine
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American
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