
Parish Communities of  
St. John Vianney & St. Thomas the Apostle 

St. John Vianney 973-697-6550 - St. Thomas the Apostle 973-208-0090 
Website: www.ststhomasjohn.org 
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ASCENSION  
of the Lord 

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
 

─LU KE  2 4 :51   

http://www.ststhomasjohn.org


Pastor’s Corner 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

1 June 2025 
 

God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord! My dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ, we must remember that Jesus Christ always remains with us through the power 
of the Holy Spirit – the Advocate – the Paraclete! 

Jesus promised to remain with us always even until the end of the age – the end of time itself! Even though we can no 
longer see Him with bodily eyes, He is indeed very near to us, with us, and inside of us every time we receive Holy 
Communion. According to the Universal Prayer and Commentary by FAITH Catholic, “Through the Holy Spirit, 
[Jesus] continues to enlighten, guide, comfort, and inspire us to be like Him, bearing witness to the goodness and pow-
er of God until He comes again” [at the end of time – the Second Coming – the Parousia]. [1] 

The Holy Spirit Who proceeds from both God the Father and God the Son, is the Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
Whom we need to truly know Jesus Christ. The Advocate – the Paraclete – will remind us of everything that the Son 
had taught the human race while He still walked the earth in the Flesh, in bodily form, before His Ascension. This is 
the very same Spirit Whom St. Paul asks God the Father to grant to the Ephesians in our second reading today. 

The Apostles see Jesus being taken up above the clouds into heaven. We are told that at the Second Coming, the Parou-
sia, the Last Judgment, Jesus will return to earth in the same way that He was taken up into heaven on Ascension Day. 

We must remember that Jesus Christ never leaves us! His Spirit is always with us to lead us and to guide us towards 
the right path – the path of truth and righteousness! We only have to seek the Lord with all of our hearts and call upon 
Him in humility. We cannot make demands on God. Sometimes we want what we want, and we want it now! That is 
not the way to approach God, or to ask for something from Him. We must humbly turn to Him and trust in Him, and 
then we will surely receive what is indeed good for our well-being and our salvation in God’s time! We only have to 
ask, and we shall receive! If we seek, we shall indeed find! However, we must allow God to open the eyes of our 
hearts, and the eyes of our minds as well so that they are both enlightened with God’s wisdom and His grace. 
(Ephesians 1:17-23) [2]  

Our Gospel passage from St. Luke states: “Then [Jesus] opened their minds to understand the [Sacred Scriptures], and 
said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repent-
ance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are wit-
nesses of these things. And behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you.’ … Then He led them out as far as 
Bethany, and lifting up His hands, He blessed them. While He blessed them, He parted from them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple 
blessing God.” [3] (Luke 24:45-53) 

“On this Solemnity of the Ascension, we recall with praise what Jesus has done for us by His suffering, death, and res-
urrection. We are called to not simply meditate on these events, but to bring the fruits of our prayer into the world as 
His witnesses. This is the task of the Church – to preach the Gospel to all nations – and we participate in this individ-
ually by living and proclaiming our faith within our own spheres of influence.” [4] 

God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord! However, He remains with us always, 
until the end of time itself, in the Real Presence of the Holy Eucharist (Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity), and in His 
Spirit – the Holy Spirit – Whom He promised to send us so that He could lead us and guide us towards our true home – 
our true final resting place – heaven itself! All that we need to do is to truly believe in Him! Be well and God bless you 
all. Happy Easter! 

Prayerfully, 

Fr. Ben 

 

[1] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, 2021, Vol. 55, No. 1, Pg. 220. [2] The Holy Bible, Revised Standard 
Version, Catholic Edition, Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, New Testament Copyright 1965, Old Testament Copyright 1966, New Testament 
Pg. 83. [3] The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition, Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, New Testament Copyright 1965, Old 
Testament Copyright 1966, New Testament Pg. 175. [4] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, 2025, Vol. 58, 
No. 2, Pgs. 214-215. 

 

 

The Parish Communities of  

ST. JOHN VIANNEY & ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE  



MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, May 31st 
5:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
For good health for newborn baby by Ewa Marcon 
5:00 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Teresa Cassidy by Mark & Linda Silbernagel 
 

Sunday, June 1st 
9:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Joseph Farawell by Bernadette Such 
10:00 am (St. John Vianney) 
† Jeffrey Ilardi by Les Pappianne 
11:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Rosina Gleeson by The Choirs of St. Thomas 
 

Monday, June 2nd 
6:30 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
Eucharistic Adoration 
7:30 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Judith Grassa by Jim & Fran Tarsitano 
Novena to St. Peregrine immediately following Mass 
 

Tuesday, June 3rd 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† The Arabia Family by Roberta Smath 
 

Wednesday, June 4th 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Dolly Petrosino by Joseph P. Hildebrandt & family 
12:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
† Barbara Leyden by Les Pappianne 
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help immediately following Mass 
 

Thursday, June 5th 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† In memory of Dorothy Stroud by Jeannie & Eric Stroud 
 

First Friday, June 6th 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Dolly Petrosino by Eric & Jeannie Stroud 
Holy Hour immediately following Mass 
12:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
No intentions for this Mass 
Holy Hour immediately following Mass 
 

Saturday, June 7th 
5:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
† Jeffrey Ilardi by Mike & Katie Ilardi 
5:00 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Augustine Bacchetta by Mary Bacchetta 
 

Sunday, June 8th 
9:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Doris Pierro by Carbery Family 
10:00 am (St. John Vianney) 
† Mary Anne Allender by Susan Allender 
11:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Grace & Ed Battaglia by Margaret & John Lena 
 

Mass Intention Book for July—September will be open mid-June 

FATHER’S DAY      

INTENTIONS 
Father’s Day Cards for your Father’s Day        

Intentions are in the Narthex (vestibule).  

Intentions are only accepted  

 by using the QR Code below,  

 go on our parish website  ( Home page  

www.ststhomasjohn.org),   

 returning  the Father’s Day Offering            

envelopes to the STA’s “The Box” in the   

Narthex,   

 the collection basket at SJV,  

 or dropping it off at the parish office.  
 

Father’s Day Intentions will be accepted no later 

than NEXT SUNDAY June 8. 

Father’s Day Intention, Living or Deceased, will 

be placed  on the Altars of  St. 

John Vianney  and  St. Thomas 

the Apostle  and will be       

published in the bulletin and 

online                                      

Father’s Day Weekend,      

June 14/15. 



SAINT JOHN VIANNEY         SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

Envelopes, Loose Check & Cash: $2,006  Envelopes, Loose Checks & Cash: $3,017 

Online Giving:        $410         Online Giving:                                   $2,400 

TOTAL:    $2,416  TOTAL:                                          $5,417 
 

             Weekly Expenses:                    $5,598  Weekly Expenses:                     $6,972   
 

Last Year:    $2,283  Last Year:                                     $7,405 
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Acts of Kindness  
Outreach to the Homebound 

 

Let’s remember our parishioners who are homebound, in 
assisted living, or in nursing homes with a card, visit, or 

phone call to brighten their day. 
 

Carmela (Mel) Houlihan 
6 Aztec Trail 

Oak Ridge, NJ 07438 
 

 
 

Tess Martin 
200 Bristol Glen Drive 

Apt. 414 
Newton, NJ 07860  

 

If you would like to add someone’s  contact information to 
this list, please email it to Lynn at  

dmccart4@optonline.net  or call 973-970-5335.   

WHY NOT RENT MADONNA HALL?  
Having a family get together? First  Communion or Confirmation party?                                                        

Bridal shower?    Baby shower?    A club or association dinner?   

Saint John Vianney’s MADONNA HALL is your go to place.   

For more information, email Cristin Gandy:   

madonnahallrentals@gmail.com    

SPIRITUAL BOUQUETS  
Please offer up prayers for those whose name is on the Altar for the month of June  

Emily Leonora Fleming by Poppy & Grandma Cokinos 
Maria Khoan Nguyen by Jeannie Stroud 

For our Parents by Eric & Jeannie Stroud 
My Parents Claire & Vincent Pedone by Cheryl Prescott 

Dolly Petrosino by the Marzocca Family 

Jim Ritter by Mary Buda 

mailto:dmccart4@optonline.net


   Our parishes' prayer chain has been praying for Baby 

Saul since he was hospitalized at just a few months 

old.   

   He is now 3 years old and doing so much better, and 

is a  Patient Ambassador for this year's  

16TH ANNUAL WALK FOR HOPE!   

   Please continue to keep Saul, his whole family, and 

his  medical team in your prayers! 

   If you would like to make a donation  and  read 

more of his story go online. 
 

chop.donordrive.com/team/STXBP3   



51st Weigand Farm Golf Classic                                        
MEGA 50/50 ticket sales 

  

Join Us for a Chance to Win BIG While Supporting Those in Need! 
51st Weigand Farm Golf Classic - MEGA 50/50 Raffle 
 
For just $10 per ticket, you could win a substantial cash prize while support-
ing one of our region's most beloved charitable events. The 51st Weigand 
Farm Golf Classic isn't just any golf outing—it's one of the largest, most im-
pactful charity golf events in the entire country! 
Your $10 ticket will: 

• Give you a shot at the MEGA 50/50 jackpot (winner drawn on June 
16th - no need to be present!) 
Support programs that serve adults with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities, vital services that ensure dignity for seniors and veterans, provide 
emergency support for families, treatment and healing for those recovering 
from addictions, and essential work serving many more people in need  
Contact Corinne Kilkeary at corinne@dpd.org or 973-406-1103 for questions or 
learn more at www.ccpaterson.org/golf 

Thank you for your generosity and God bless you! 

Catholic Charities  HOPE HOUSE  
If you can please, these are the items we are in most need of:   

 

TUNA FISH / PASTA SAUCE  

/ TOILET PAPER  

SHAMPOO/ TOOTHPASTE  

/ COFFEE / TEA 
Drop off donations at St. Thomas the Apostle 

Catholic Charities Community Service,  

Partnership for Social Services 

 FOOD PANTRY 

PASTA SAUCE / PASTA SAUCE  

/ CANNED TOMATOES  

/ SOUP   

Drop off donations at St. John Vianney 

mailto:corinne@dpd.org
http://www.ccpaterson.org/golf


"Exercising the body for the sake of the soul" 

Through breath and movement, the body relaxes, the mind quiets. 

The body becomes more flexible, stronger and  

agile as our balance improves.  
 

Focusing on gentle movements enhances concentration improving         

prayer and reflection. 

We meet Thursday mornings at 9:30 at St Thomas the Apostle                   

in the classrooms.  

June 5,12,19,26 

Wear comfortable clothing, arrive 15 minutes early.  

 Donations are accepted to support the Hope House. 

Future Dates: 6/18, 7/2, 7/16/, 7/30, 8/13, 8/27 

We’re a place to find healing during this most difficult time. Let us 
help you through your grief journey.  We understand as we are 
grieving with you. God's healing grace will be felt throughout our 
meetings. Let God be with you on your journey to healing. Our     
fellowship is here to support one another in their time of need. 
Come join us in a safe, loving, spiritual, supportive and healing                  
environment.   
 

If you have questions please call  Maria Pasterchick at 201-506-3151 or sisco9458@gmail.com    

The little Black Book describes "the SEAMLESS Tunic as a reminder of the 

Unity the Lord desires for all of us." The members of the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry all know our work starts with one stitch and grows into a seam-

less shawl or lap blanket.  During this Easter Season, our hope for all of us 

is unity with Jesus as we continue crafting for Christ. 

To request a shawl or lap blanket (which comes with the promise of contin-

ued prayer),   You have four options: 

1- Complete the form in the Narthex and put it in en-

velope 

2- Use the form on the parish website 

3- Email to prayershawlstasjv@gmail.com    

4- Use the QR code.    

mailto:prayershawlstasjv@gmail.com


BAPTISM 
 

Baptisms are held at both parishes. If you are a first 
time parents you must attend a Baptism Preparation 
class. Baptism Classes are held Mondays at STA 
7:00pm and Saturdays at SJV 10:00am check the 
parish website for upcoming dates.   

For more information and to register for Baptism: 
www.ststhomasjohn.org 

MARRIAGES 
 

Prior to your booking of the reception, please call the 
Parish Office 1 year in advance of the wedding date 
to allow for proper pre-marital preparation. 
 

Knights of Columbus  
 Council Meetings 

 

St. John Vianney Council #12649 meets at Saint 
John Vianney the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 pm. 
 
Joseph Lamb Council #5510 meets on the 1st & 
3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Wiegand 
Farm. 
 

 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:       
A parishioner is one who be-
longs to the parish family. As 
such, they are registered and 
committed through  participa-
tion in the life of the parish. 
In order for marriages to be 
administered and for Spon-
sor Certificates, recommen-
dations, etc. to be issued by the office, the per-
son requesting must be a registered online: 
ststhomasjohn.org and active member of Saint 
John Vianney or Saint Thomas the Apostle.  
 
We request that you register when you move into 
our    community so that we may be of  service to 
you. Please use the QR code register.  

“TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON” 
 A  T I M E  T O  B E  H E A L E D   

Prayers for the sick: Kathy Brennen, Kevin Wickert, Fumiko 
Lutz, Patricia Carapola, Courtney Sanchelli, Gail Brennan, 
Richard Lavelle, Stephen Vecchiotti, Vincent Ottani, Darlene 
Kolakovic, Kenny Miscisak, Emily Schmidt, Tim Lambert, 
Nancy, Sebastian Drelick, Frank Weber, Carole DeCepoli, 
Bert DeLuca, Maryellen Leppard, Kelly Cokinos Fleming, 
Sophia Brandt, Elaine M., Joseph, Joey Dyl, Liz, John, Teresa 
Nussbaum, Antionette Volpe, Paul Pini, Jimmy Bariso, 
Joanne, Noreen Schuk, Katherine Kaiser, Danielle Peece, 
Chris Day, Carmela Houlihan, Sharon VanDyke, Karen 
McCarthy, Robert Martin, Ashlyn Lausch, Jim, Barbara Eckert 
and Sandor Heitler, Kevin Corman, Lily,  Nicholas Falzarano, 
Paul Farruggia, Val Ciaburri , Thomas Sharkey, Lisa Litterri , 
Althea Ames, Lynn Hall, Norbert Kalokira, Terry Boonstra   
Anne Cooper and Michael Savage. 

A  T I M E  T O  M O U R N  
 

Prayers for the deceased: Joan DeVito, Al Cannarozzi, Jr., 
Angelina (Angel) Pappianne, Dr. Raymond Troiano, Frank 
Wilpert, Jeffrey Ryan, Frank Scillieri,  Etzer Jerome, Rita Rugel, 
Alice Warren, Joseph T. Murphy, Joseph F. Dooley,  Patricia 
(Pat) Snouffer, Amy Snouffer, Rosemarie Pichieri, Joan 
Myszka, Crescia (Chris) Osborne, Ray Troxell, Barbara Runz, 
Henrietta Costa , Ray Troxell, Barbara Runz, Joseph 
Carabillo, John R. Gadbois, Elizabeth A. O’Donnel, , Tommy 
Gigante, Thomas Joyce, Richard “Dick” Martin, James (Jim) 
Cerullo, Jr. , Rev. Charles J. Brunick CSP,  Mario Provenzano, 
Richard Alheidt, William H. Osbun, Lynn Padula Brennan, 
Daniel Morales and Mary Swerzenski, Joseph Spagna, Carol 
Corazza, Amy Alheidt and Dominick Restuccia,  Helen Engle, 
Stanley Fautas, Robert Michael Allender II, Alfanso 
Bruccoleri, Anthony (Tony) Campana, Elaine J. Marone, 
Delores Carhart, Lynda McTigue, Karen Dulfer, Joe Carrier, 
William “Bill” Feuss John Golden, Noreen Nuzzo, William 
Marone and Ed & Grace Battaglia, Richard Sandervan, Rosina 
Gleeson, Mary Ann Castiglia, Rich Day and Dolly Petrosino.  

 A  T I M E  F O R  P E A C E  

We pray for those in our parish who are+ currently serving in 
the armed forces especially: Staff Sgt. Antoino Lettizia, USMC, 
OSSN(SW) Anthony S. Gambuti, US Navy, Captain Andrew 
Verdes, Haley Kerrison Lt1, Army, 2nd Lt. Clara Fetter, USMC, 
USAF Airman Andrew Babich, Chaplin Major Jhon Madrid, 
Airman Gianna Perez, USAF and Lt. Col. Colleen O’Brien, Army, 
Paul Letizia Sergeant USMC, Sergeant Thomas J. Soules III, US 
Army, PFC Thomas Young, Army National Guard and PFC Thomas 
Young, Army, PFC Kyle Peters, Army, Nicholas Roberts, US Navy, 
Petty Officer Miguel A. Rodriguez USN and Master Chief Miguel 

Rodriguez, USN In honor of the Military serving our country at home and 

abroad, we invite you to  recite three  (3) Hail Mary's for their safety. We 
also pray for the family and friends of those listed above.   

“If any person may have been abused by any 
priest, they should immediately contact their   
local County Prosecutor’s Office and Diocese’s 

Victims Assistance   Coordinator: Dr. Ken McNeil 
at 973-879-1489. You may also be in touch with 

either of the Diocesan Response Officers Rev. 
Msgr. T. Mark Condon JCD, Vicar General and 

Moderator of the Curia, 973-777-8818 Ext. 248 or 
Sister Joan Daniel Healy, SSC, Chancellor / Dele-
gate for Religious, 973-777-8818 Ext. 247. The 

entire text of the Policy of the Diocese of Pater-
son in Response to Complaints of Sexual Abuse is 

available on the diocesan Web site: 
www.patersondiocese.org.    



 
 
 

 
 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER or ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
 

 
“Thus, it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and 

that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things, but wait in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high.” 

 

The passage summarizes the paschal mystery of what was, we have waited, the power has 

been conferred, now it is my turn to act. The power of the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, came 

to me through my baptism and confirmation, but needs to be exercised, put into action. Don’t 

let it lie dormant, but become awakened to the power I possess to do good for the Lord. Surely 

I know someone who needs to  be encouraged, supported, and become my partner in living the 

faith the Lord has chosen for me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

HIS WORD TODAY  
BY REV. WILLIAM J. REILLY 

 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON 
THE SUNDAY READINGS 
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Year C 
Gospel Today 
The Ascension of the Lord | Luke 24:46-53 
Jesus tells His disciples that with His death and resurrecƟon scripture has been 
fulfilled. As witnesses, when the Holy Spirit comes upon them, they will go out and 
teach in the name of Jesus, repentance and forgiveness to all naƟons. Then Jesus 
led them out, raised His hands and blessed them and was taken into heaven. 

©2025 Bon Venture Services, LLC 

Find all the words… leŌ,  
right, up, down or diagonally. 

BIBLE WORD SEARCH 

While he was blessing them,  
  he left them and was taken  
 up into heaven.  

─ L U K E  2 4 : 5 1  
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@TONYSON23
2771 Route 23S • Stockholm

973-697-5680

Catering Available

Family
Restaurant

Fine Italian 
Cuisine

Tuesday-Sun 11am - 10pm

“We Pump You”

973-862-7985

SEPTIC SERVICE
SPEIDEL & SONS RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Septic Pumping • Septic Cleaning
Repairs • Installations

Mention this ad and get 10% off any service!

99 Route 94 • Vernon, NJ 07462

speidelandsonssepticservice@gmail.com

Get The “Sensational Smile” You Deserve!!
A Certified “LUMINEER” Office

Michael J. Ilardi, DMD, LLC
(An Active Parishioner)

2713 Route 23 South (Lakeland Plaza) • 973-697-8383 
~  C o n v e n i e n t  H o u r s  F o r  B u s y  P e o p l e  ~

Stickle-Soltesz Funeral Home
	 Joyce A. Soltesz, Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 4607	 Todd N. Soltesz, N.J. Lic. No. 3619

Entrusting Your Loved One To Us ... Because We Care
Monuments and Inscriptions · Burial and Cremation Services

www.sticklesolteszfuneralhome.com187 La Rue Road
Newfoundland, NJ 07435 (973) 697-6700

F. JOHN RAMSEY FUNERAL HOME
One Main Street · Franklin, NJ

827-7050
PAUL D. FERGUSON, MGR., N.J. LIC. NO. 3746

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

 Personal Injury • Workers’ Compensation • Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme 
Court of New Jersey As

A Workers Compensation 
Law Attorney lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

Joshua 
Donovick 
Esq.

skylandslegal .com

973.970.9583  SPARTA
joshua@skylandslegal.com

Elder Law, Wills, Trusts & Estates
Social Security Disability

973-810-3646

Old School Barber Shop Featuring  
Today’s Styles - Beard Trim, Hair Cut & More!

770 Route 15 South
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey

THE WEST MILFORD ANIMAL HOSPITAL
ROBERT J. ASHMAN, V.M.D.

~ Consultation By Appointment ~
Hours: Monday Thru Saturday 9:00-12:00PM · Tuesday & Friday 1:00-3:30PM

Monday & Wednesday & Thursday 5:00-7:00PM
45 OAK RIDGE ROAD, OAK RIDGE • 697-8890

141C (JA) •  St. John Vianney, Stockholm, NJ	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836

Don’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

Every
Veteran
has earned 
help and
support.

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

www.mccollumroofingandsiding.com
mccollumroofingandsiding@gmail.com

1-877-604-ROOF (7663)

“The Leak Stops Here!”
Est. 1986

Proud Parishioners of
St. Thomas the Apostle

Ask about our Gutter 
Cleaning Program!




