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Parish Communities of  
St. John Vianney & St. Thomas the Apostle 

St. John Vianney 973-697-6550 - St. Thomas the Apostle 973-208-0090 
Website: www.ststhomasjohn.org 

STAY 
FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW ON  

WHICH DAY THE LORD WILL COME. 
 

─ Matthew 24:42 

http://www.ststhomasjohn.org


The Parish Communities of  

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY & SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

Pastor’s Corner 
First Sunday of Advent 

30 November 2025 

 
Welcome to a brand new liturgical year! The Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary by FAITH 
Catholic suggests that, “As we enter into [the Season of] Advent, we [should] watch for and eager-
ly await the dawn that breaks over the horizon!” For the dawn from on high shall break upon us! 
[1] Can we say that we are awake? Can we say that we are prepared? Do not delay! We are 
ready! Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus, Come! 

Joyful anticipation – joyful watching – for a new day, a new reality, a new beginning will soon be within our midst – 
within our grasp – brightening all of the dark and cold places and realities that exist in this world with the warmth, the 
glow, the radiance of Christ’s everlasting and penetrating light! The bluish violet liturgical color of the Advent Season 
reminds us of the season of watchful preparation that Christians undertake for the upcoming commemoration of the 
Birth of Jesus Christ. Violet has traditionally been the primary color of Advent. This hue symbolizes repentance and 
fasting – some form of self-denial – showing one’s devotion to God and serving to prepare one’s heart for Christ’s Na-
tivity. This is a way to help “purge” the junk that is in our hearts and minds so that we start anew, we start afresh, trying 
to be better disciples of Christ in a brand new liturgical year! This is a spiritual “mulligan (do-over),” of sorts! 

Therefore, we are to, “Stay awake, for [we] do not know when the Lord will come. The four weeks of Advent are meant 
for us to prepare our hearts for three comings of Christ - His birth in Bethlehem (which we celebrate as Christmas). His 
return at the end of time [the Parousia – the Second coming], and His coming to us here and now. Our preparations in-
clude prayer, reception of the sacraments, good works, and sacrifices. Although everyone’s preparations will look differ-
ent, they are all meant to cleanse us from sin and teach us to welcome Christ with love.” [2] Can we say that we are 
awake? Can we say that we are prepared? Do not delay! We are ready! Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus, Come! 

The bluish purple of Advent (different from the reddish purple of Lent – signifying Christ’s blood shed for us) also re-
minds me of the journey undertaken by the three Magi from the East. The three wise men followed that very special star 
that appeared in the night sky, which led them to where the Christ Child was lying in a manger.  

“The promise of Advent is the promise of a candle in a dark room – of the dawn breaking over the horizon. It is the 
promise that the darkness cannot – [and will not] – stand in the presence of the light. In this holy season, we must be 
watchers, searching for Christ’s light, eagerly awaiting the dawn. Are we awake? Are we prepared?” [3] 

“Today’s collect reflects well the readings we just heard proclaimed. From [The Book of] Isaiah, we hear of the 
[multitude of] nations streaming toward Jerusalem. They come to realize that God, the true God, has [indeed] come 
within their reach! [Therefore,] they set out, maybe even run, to be in God’s presence. In orienting themselves toward 
God, they lay aside their bickering and warfare and turn instead to fruitful works that truly benefit humani-
ty.” [4] 

[St. Paul’s] message for us this Sunday is that the light of Christ is dawning, and we must not only awaken, but we need 
to act. This means putting behind us those things that we are too embarrassed to speak about [to others]. Instead, we 
need to put on the character of Jesus Christ! [5] Instead, we need to move toward the Light! The Light that is Christ 
Himself! 

“As we enter into [the Season of] Advent, we [should] watch for and eagerly await the dawn that breaks over the hori-
zon!” For the dawn from on high shall break upon us! [6] Can we say that we are awake? Can we say that we are 
prepared? Do not delay! We are ready! Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus, Come!  

Prayerfully,  
Fr. Ben 

 

[1] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, January 2022, Pg. 498. [2] Daily Universal Prayer and 
Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, 2025 Vol 58, No. 4, Pg. 498. [3] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH 
Catholic, Lansing, MI, January 2022, Pg. 498. [4] Loose-Leaf Lectionary for Mass, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN, 2022, Order 
of St. Benedict, Pg. 12h. [5] Ibid. [6] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, MI, January 2022, Pg. 
498. 



Saturday, November 29th 
4:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
No intentions for this Mass 
5:00 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Zdzislaw Jan Lewicki by Eric & Jeannie Stroud 
 

Sunday, November 30th 
8:00 am (St. John Vianney) 
† Lillian Agovino by Dominick & Tina Marie Montone 
9:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Book of Memory by St. Thomas 
10:00 am (St. John Vianney) 
† Brian Killeen by Skip & Judy Diller 
11:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
Living and Deceased Family & Friends of the Cokinos & Sullivan 
Family by Kathy & Nick Cokinos 
 

Monday, December 1st 
6:30 pm - Eucharistic Adoration (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
7:30 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Eugene Pachucki by Jeannie and Eric Stroud 
Novena to St. Peregrine immediately following Mass  

  

Tuesday, December 2nd 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Joan Grimm by The Grieves Family 
 

Wednesday, December 3rd 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
No intentions for this Mass 
12:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
No intentions for this Mass 
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help immediately following 
Mass 
 

Thursday, December 4th 
8:00 am - Communion Service (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
No intentions for this Mass 
 

First Friday, December 5th 
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
Happy Birthday to my husband 
Holy Hour immediately following Mass 
12:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
No intentions for this Mass 
Holy Hour immediately following Mass 
 

Saturday, December 6th 
4:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
† Courtney Sanchelli by Linda & Mark Silbernagel 
5:00 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Anthony Tran by Thu Chu 
 

Sunday, December 7th 
8:00 am (St. John Vianney) 
No intentions for this Mass 
9:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
The wellbeing Michael Klimkiewicz by Diane Dewar 
10:00 am (St. John Vianney) 
† Frank Bagnati by Judy & Skip Diller 
11:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle) 
† Herminia Minardi by her daughter, Maria Minardi Pasterchick 
6:00 pm (St. John Vianney) 
No intentions for this Mass 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday, December 8, 2025 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle  
8:00AM & 7:30PM 

 
Saint John Vianney  

12:00PM & 7:00PM 
 

Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation  

 





Save the Date: December 10, 2025   7:00pm 

Father Paddy O’Donovan -   A Joyful Approach to 

Advent 

It has been said of Fr. Paddy, former pastor of Notre Dame of Mt. Carmel, Cedar 
Knolls that as a child, he either wanted to be a performer, a politician… or a 
priest.  
A reporter said that “his humor, charm, and conversational agility make it clear he 
could have been all three. But behind the warmth is a spiritual depth and a pro-
found love for people.” 
You have the opportunity to hear Father Paddy at St. Thomas Parish as he shares 
his positive approach to Advent. Join us on Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00pm.  
Light Refreshments afterwards. 



Thank  you for supporting our ministry. 

There are baskets with blessed Prayer Squares in the Narthex of STA & SJV  

as well as the Twiggs Thrift Shop.  Feel free to take one. 

For information on receiving a blessed shawl or lap blanket, To request a shawl or lap blanket (which come with the promise of  

continued prayer) you have four options: 

1- Complete the form in the Narthex and put in envelope     

 2- Use the form on the parish website  

Let our shawl and lap blanket recipients know that you carry their cross with them through the blessings 

prayed on these crafted items of love. 

Be merciful, O Lord, be merciful  
 

 

Our Ministry meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM at St. Thomas the Apostle.  Meeting dates and times 

are included on the Parish Schedule of events. Meetings generally last from 1 to 1.5 hr.  Lots of good chatter, time for recollec-

tion, especially when reading recipient names and getting to know other crafters.  Bring something you are making or come to 

learn some basic stitches. We provide the yarn and needles.  You might go home with a prayer square made by you!.   

THE BEREAVEMENT GATH-

ERING  

Next  Meeting Wednesday,       

December 3 at 7:00PM  at STA  

Classrooms 

We’re a place to find healing dur-

ing this most difficult time. Let us 

help you through your grief  jour-

ney.  We understand as we are grieving with you. 

God's healing grace will be felt  throughout our 

meetings. Let God be with you on your journey to 

healing. Our fellowship is here to support one          

another in their time of need. Come join us in a safe,        

loving, spiritual, supportive and healing  environment.   

Future meeting dates are: 12/17 If you have                

questions please call Maria Pasterchick                        

at 201-506-3151 or sisco9458@gmail.com    

"Exercising the body  

     for the sake of the 

soul" 

Through breath and movement, the body relaxes,     

the mind quiets.  The body becomes more flexible,     

stronger and agile as our balance improves.  

Focusing on gentle movements enhances        

concentration improving prayer and reflection. 

We meet Thursday mornings at 9:30                   

at St Thomas the Apostle in the classrooms.  

December: 4, 11, 18 
 

 Wear comfortable clothing,  

arrive 15 minutes early.        

Donations are accepted to sup-

port  Hope House. 



 Cookies and Snacks!  

We are looking for volunteers to bring in cookies, brownies, or any dessert, for the      

Christmas Concert and Tableau on Sunday, December 7 reception.  

For more information or questions email Eric at eric@ststhomasjohn.org  



 Mark your calendars...our next STA / SJV 
Potluck will be at STA on January 25, snow 
date TBD!  The theme will be "A family     
heirloom recipe...something your mother or 
grandmother made" or one of your family   
recipes that everyone loves.  However, you 
don't have to follow the theme; feel free to 
bring anything you want.  ~ Lynn & Michelle 

To register for your child’s or children’s Baptism go online  ststhomasjohn.org  choose Sacraments 

Choose Baptism on the drop down menu, There you can register and find answers for some questions you may 

have.  

Baptism Prep Class dates can be found online.    

Effective November 12: NEW SCHEDULE FOR BAPTISMS. ***** 

St. Thomas the Apostle:  Saturday at 1pm 

St. John Vianney:   November—February: Saturdays at 2:00 pm 

                                March—October: Saturdays at 3:00 pm 

                    Sundays during the 10:00 am Mass 

**** If you have already scheduled a Baptism and would like to change the date or location please contact Terry: 

terry@ststhomasjohn.org 

Women’s Spirituality Group 

“In the Image of Jesus: A Woman’s Guide To Exemplifying the Life of  Jesus  

And Making Virtuous Decisions In A Misguided World”  

will meet every Monday at,6:30 PM. 

All women are invited to attend. Please bring your concerns along with a  favorite or 

meaningful  passage from Scripture. Invite a new friend to join us as well.    

Call or text Janet Pfeiffer for more info: 201-213-8499  

or email Janet@PfeifferPowerSeminars.com   

mailto:Janet@PfeifferPowerSeminars.com




Catholic Charities   

HOPE HOUSE  
If you can please, these are the items we are 

in most need of:   
 

CRACKERS / CEREAL 

PASTA SAUCE/ COOKIES 

SMALL JARS OF INSTANT COFFEE  

CORN        

Donations can be dropped off when you 
come to Mass at St. Thomas or during 
the week at the STA Rectory Door under 
the overhang. You do not have to ring 
the door bell as the front door is checked 
throughout the day. The food doesn't 
stay there for long!  

 

Catholic Charities Community Service, Partner-

ship for Social Services 

FOOD PANTRY 

During these uncertain economic times our food     

pantry is having a hard time keeping up with needs of 

those who struggle to put food on their table please 

help. 

PASTA SAUCE / PASTA / SOUP  

CANNED TOMATOES  

JUICE BOXES   

You can drop off your donation of non perishable 

food items or monetary donations at St. John Vi-

anney Church OR at the Food Pantry, Location: 48 

Wyker Road, Franklin, NJ  Hours:  Monday, Wednes-

day , Thursday and Friday 10:00am - 2:00pm   Flip top 

or easy open cans and or containers work best 

most homeless people cannot open cans.   



BAPTISM 
 

Baptisms are held at both parishes. If you are a 
first time parents you must attend a Baptism 
Preparation class. Baptism Classes are held 
Mondays at STA 7:00pm and Saturdays at SJV 
10:00am check our website for dates.  

For more information and to register for       
Baptism: www.ststhomasjohn.org 

 

MARRIAGES 
 

Prior to your booking of the reception, please call the 
Parish Office 1 year in advance of the wedding date 
to allow for proper pre-marital preparation. 
 

Knights of Columbus  
 Council Meetings 

 

St. John Vianney Council #12649 meets at Saint 
John Vianney the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 pm. 
 
Joseph Lamb Council #5510 meets on the 1st & 
3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Wiegand 
Farm. 
 

 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:   A parishioner is one who 
belongs to the parish family. As such, they are regis-
tered and committed through  participation in the 
life of the parish. In order for marriages to be 
administered and for Sponsor Certificates, rec-
ommendations, etc. to be issued by the office, 
the person requesting must be a registered 
online: ststhomasjohn.org and active member of 
Saint John Vianney or Saint Thomas the Apostle.  
 
We request that you register when you move into 
our community so that we may be of  service to you. 
Please use the QR code register.  

“If any person may have been abused by any 
priest, they should immediately contact their   

local County Prosecutor’s Office and Diocese’s 
Victims Assistance   Coordinator: Dr. Ken McNeil 
at 973-879-1489. You may also be in touch with 

either of the Diocesan Response Officers:        
Rev. Msgr. T. Mark Condon, Vicar   General and     

Moderator of the Curia, 973-777-8818 Ext. 205 or 
Sister Theresa Lee, FMA, Chancellor / Delegate 
for Religious, 973-777-8818 Ext. 248. The entire 
text of the Policy of the Diocese of Paterson in  

Response to Complaints of Sexual Abuse is       
available on the diocesan Web site: 

www.patersondiocese.org.    

“TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON” 
 A  T I M E  T O  B E  H E A L E D   

Prayers for the sick: Kathy Brennen, Kevin Wickert, Fumiko Lutz, 
Patricia Carapola, Gail Brennan, Richard Lavelle, Stephen Vecchiotti, 
Vincent Ottani, Darlene Kolakovic, Kenny Miscisak, Emily Schmidt, 
Tim Lambert, Nancy, Sebastian Drelick, Frank Weber, Carole 
DeCepoli, Bert DeLuca, Maryellen Leppard, Kelly Cokinos Fleming, 
Sophia Brandt, Elaine M., Joey Dyl, Teresa Nussbaum, Antionette 
Volpe, Paul Pini, Jimmy Bariso, Joanne, Noreen Schuk, Katherine 
Kaiser, Danielle Peece, Chris Day, Carmela Houlihan, Sharon 
VanDyke, Karen McCarthy, Robert Martin, Ashlyn Lausch, Jim, 
Barbara Eckert, Sandor Heitler, Kevin Corman, Lily,  Nicholas 
Falzarano, Paul Farruggia, Val Ciaburri , Thomas Sharkey, Lisa Litterri, 
Lynn Hall, Norbert Kalokira, Michael Savage, Guy Bakera, Shannon 
Murphy Flannery, Brenda, Debra Willams Robarge and Joe Stanley.  

 

A  T I M E  T O  M O U R N  
 

Prayers for the deceased: Joan DeVito, Al Cannarozzi, Jr., 
Angelina (Angel) Pappianne, Frank Wilpert, Jeffrey Ryan, Frank 
Scillieri,  Etzer Jerome, Rita Rugel, Alice Warren, Joseph T. 
Murphy, Joseph F. Dooley,  Patricia (Pat) Snouffer, Amy Snouffer, 
Joan Myszka, Crescia (Chris) Osborne, Ray Troxell, Barbara 
Runz, Joseph Carabillo, John R. Gadbois, Elizabeth A. O’Donnel, 
Tommy Gigante, Thomas Joyce, Richard “Dick” Martin, James 
(Jim) Cerullo, Jr., Mario Provenzano, Richard Alheidt, William H. 
Osbun, Lynn Padula Brennan, Daniel Morales, Joseph Spagna, 
Carol Corazza, Amy Alheidt, Dominick Restuccia, Helen Engle, 
Stanley Fautas, Robert Michael Allender II, Alfanso Bruccoleri, 
Anthony (Tony) Campana, Elaine J. Marone, Delores Carhart, 
Lynda McTigue, Karen Dulfer, Joe Carrier, William “Bill” Feuss, 
John Golden, Noreen Nuzzo, William Marone and Ed & Grace 
Battaglia, Richard Sandervan, Rosina Gleeson, Mary Ann 
Castiglia, Rich Day, Dolly Petrosino, Dorothy Konner, Diana J. 
Matthews, June Day, Joseph Farawell, Anne Cooper, Peter 
Joyce, Tommy Klein, Andy Dambach, Rick DeYoung, John 
Gleason, Dolores M. Urcinole, Angela Feldman, Brenda 
Nussbaum, Frank  Bagnati, Anthony Tran, Zdzislaw Lewicki, Jack 

Furman, Lillian Agovino  and Courtney Sanchelli. 
 

 A  T I M E  F O R  P E A C E  

We pray for those in our parish who are+ currently serving in the 
armed forces especially: Staff Sgt. Antoino Lettizia, USMC, OSSN
(SW) Anthony S. Gambuti, US Navy, Captain Andrew Verdes, Haley 
Kerrison Lt1, Army, 2nd Lt. Clara Fetter, USMC, USAF Airman 
Andrew Babich, Chaplin Major Jhon Madrid, Airman Gianna Perez, 
USAF and Lt. Col. Colleen O’Brien, Army, Paul Letizia Sergeant 
USMC, Sergeant Thomas J. Soules III, US Army, PFC Thomas Young, 
Army National Guard and PFC Thomas Young, Army, PFC Kyle 
Peters, Army, Nicholas Roberts, US Navy, Petty Officer Miguel A. 
Rodriguez USN and Ret. Master Chief Miguel Rodriguez, USN In honor 

of the Military serving our country at home and abroad, we invite you to  recite three  
(3) Hail Mary's for their safety. We also pray for the family and friends of those listed 
above.   



222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

 Personal Injury • Workers’ Compensation • Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme 
Court of New Jersey As

A Workers Compensation 
Law Attorney lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

SKYLANDS
LEGAL LLC

H H H H H

973.970.9583
SPARTA, NJ

NEED A NEW WILL?

“They made something that was so 
complicated, so easy.” ~Doris Y.

Joshua Donovick, Esq.

ACheff98@gmail.com
www.AnthonyCheff.com

973-809-3970 cell
973-646-7466 direct

REALTOR®
BROKER-SALES 
ASSOCIATE

Anthony
CHEFF

142 ROUTE 23 N • POMPTON PLAINS NJ

@TONYSON23
2771 Route 23S • Stockholm

973-697-5680

Catering Available

Family
Restaurant

Fine Italian 
Cuisine

Tuesday-Sun 11am - 10pm

“We Pump You”

973-862-7985

SEPTIC SERVICE
SPEIDEL & SONS RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Septic Pumping • Septic Cleaning
Repairs • Installations

Mention this ad and get 10% off any service!

99 Route 94 • Vernon, NJ 07462

speidelandsonssepticservice@gmail.com

Get The “Sensational Smile” You Deserve!!
A Certified “LUMINEER” Office

Michael J. Ilardi, DMD, LLC
(An Active Parishioner)

2713 Route 23 South (Lakeland Plaza) • 973-697-8383 
~  C o n v e n i e n t  H o u r s  F o r  B u s y  P e o p l e  ~

Stickle-Soltesz Funeral Home
	 Joyce A. Soltesz, Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 4607	 Todd N. Soltesz, N.J. Lic. No. 3619

Entrusting Your Loved One To Us ... Because We Care
Monuments and Inscriptions · Burial and Cremation Services

www.sticklesolteszfuneralhome.com187 La Rue Road
Newfoundland, NJ 07435 (973) 697-6700

F. JOHN RAMSEY FUNERAL HOME
One Main Street · Franklin, NJ

827-7050
PAUL D. FERGUSON, MGR., N.J. LIC. NO. 3746

973-810-3646

Old School Barber Shop Featuring  
Today’s Styles - Beard Trim, Hair Cut & More!

770 Route 15 South
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey

THE WEST MILFORD ANIMAL HOSPITAL
ROBERT J. ASHMAN, V.M.D.

~ Consultation By Appointment ~
Hours: Monday Thru Saturday 9:00-12:00PM · Tuesday & Friday 1:00-3:30PM

Monday & Wednesday & Thursday 5:00-7:00PM
45 OAK RIDGE ROAD, OAK RIDGE • 697-8890

141C (JA) •  St. John Vianney, Stockholm, NJ	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836

Don’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

Every
Veteran
has earned 
help and
support.

www.mccollumroofingandsiding.com
mccollumroofingandsiding@gmail.com

1-877-604-ROOF (7663)

“The Leak Stops Here!”
Est. 1986

Proud Parishioners of
St. Thomas the Apostle

Ask about our Gutter 
Cleaning Program!


