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“Take your finger and
examine my hands.”
Thomas said in response:
“My Lord and My God.”

-John 20:28

“Come now, my soul, if you
work with God, it is you who
will work, but God will bless
your work. You will walk, but
God will bless your steps.”

- Saint John Vianney

JULY 12,2026

Saint John Vianney

Liturgy Schedule

Weekend Mass

Saturday: 5:00PM

Sunday: 8:00AM & 10:00AM
6:00PM 1st & 3rd
Sunday of the month

Weekday
Wednesday: 12:00PM
First Friday: 12:00PM

Saint Thomas The Apostle
Liturgy Schedule

Weekend Mass

Saturday: 5:00PM

Sunday: 9:00AM & 11:00AM

Weekday
Monday: 7:30PM
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00AM

Communion Service
Thursday: 8:00AM

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday: 6:30PM

First Friday immediately
following 8:00AM Mass

Eucharistic Adoration
First Friday: immediately
Following 12:00PM Mass

Novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Wednesday immediately
following 12:00PM Mass

Novena to Saint Peregrine
Monday immediately following
7:30PM Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00PM - 4:45PM

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00PM - 4:45PM

PARISH OFFICE: 5635 Berkshire Valley Road
Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438
website: www.ststhomasjohn.org

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH & CEMETERY
Location: 5635 Berkshire Valley Road

Oak Ridge, New Jersey 07438

973-208-0090

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY CHURCH

Location: 2823 Route 23 South
Stockholm, New Jersey 07460
973- 697-6550

REV. MATTHEW J.TWIGGS YOUTH CENTER & THRIFT SHOP
Thrift Shop Hours: Thursdays: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Saturdays: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
twiggscenterthrift@gmail.com

MADONNA HALL
For information about renting Madonna Hall
madonnahallrentals@gmail.com

Parish Website
www.ststhomasjohn.org

@ Jnstagram
\ @stasjvyouthmin

Thomas the Apostle
& St. John Vianney

facebook

& rlocknote

Keep in touch

AIL AND TEXT M

with us

To automatically sign up text keyword STASJV to 84576
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Pastor’s Corner
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
12 July 2026

“Lord. Plant Your word in our hearts” [1] The Sower is Jesus Christ. The seed is the word of God. His
word is always alive, fruitful and effective in those whose hearts are fully attentive in hearing God’s
word and persevere in carrying it out in their lives! These hearers are the ones who serve as fertile,
rich soil for God’s word!

According to the Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary by FAITH Catholic, “The images of the seed
and God’s word run through the [Sacred Scripture] readings today. [God] provides water and light and
brings growth. As we contemplate this image of a seed bursting into life, let us pause and ask the Holy
Spirit to help us be open to how God is working in us, providing us the grace we need to bear abundant
fruit for Him.” [2]

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, do we serve as fertile soil for God’s word, or does some trial or tribula-
tion, because of God’s word, cause us to shy away or back down from what we know is truth because the
teachings of God’s word prove to be unpopular in modern society? Do we joyfully embrace God’s word upon
first hearing it only to fall away because God’s word has not truly taken root deeply into our hearts? Moreover,
be assured that if we truly understood God’s word — its meaning - we would not let ourselves be deceived by
the false teachings of those who are opposed to God’s commandments and His precepts! Make no mistake, the
Evil One wishes to root out and destroy God’s word that dwells within each of us! It is time to tell Satan to
quite frankly, “Take a hike!” We cannot let the thorns of worldly cares and riches choke the word, sown within
us by God Himself! We must always bear good fruit, in abundance! Rotten fruit is only good for one thing -
the garbage! We can never underestimate the gift of faith, that we have been blessed to receive, from God. It is
a necessary and wonderful gift! We must truly believe and trust in Him!

The word of God are His teachings. The Eternal Word of God is a Being, Jesus Christ. He is True God and
True Man. (refer to John 1:1-5). [3] The soil of our hearts is receptive to the teachings of the Eternal Word of
God only through the power and workings of the Holy Spirit. We must allow the Spirit of God to make our
hearts humble, supple and receptive. In this way, our hearts become fertile ground for God’s word to take
root and grow within them. In this way, the shining example of the Eternal Word will be our guide through
our lives here on earth. Once the heart is hardened (very cynical — completely jaded by the world), it is no
longer receptive to God’s word! The Sower’s fertile seed will just bounce off a rock-hard heart without taking
root. Beware! This can happen to us without even realizing it! A dangerous situation exists if we truly be-
lieve that “Everyone is a crook; or, there is no one good out there.” Hmmm...If everyone is a crook, then do
we realize that “everyone” includes us as well?

Rev. Richard Gribble, CSC, in the Loose-Leaf Lectionary for Mass by Liturgical Press asks, “Where can we
find God’s word? One must begin, obviously, in [Sacred Scripture]. Does God’s word make a difference in us,
or do we pay minimal attention to His word? Do we take the opportunity to read the Bible and meditate on
God’s word? God’s word is also found in prayer. Most Christians are people of prayer. We verbalize our needs
to God many times each day. Prayer, however, is a conversation; thus, we must listen to God as well.” [4]

“Blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear. Amen I say to you, many
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear
but did not hear it.” (Matthew 13:16-17) [5] We cannot let the thorns of worldly cares and riches choke the
word, sown within us by God. We must always bear good fruit, in abundance. We can never underestimate the
gift of faith, that we have been blessed to receive, from God. It is a necessary and wonderful gift! We must
truly believe in Him!

Prayerfully,

Fr. Ben

[1] Daily Universal Prayer and Commentary, FAITH Catholic, Lansing, M1, 2026 Vol 59, No. 2, Pg. 293.[2] Ibid. [3] The New Jerusalem Bible, Copyright 1985 by
Darton, Longman, & Todd, Ltd. and Doubleday, a division of Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc., New York, NY, Pg. 1744. [4] Loose-Leaf Lectionary
for Mass, Liturgical Press, Collegeville MN, 2023, Order of St. Benedict, Pg. 28h. [5] Loose-Leaf Lectionary for Mass, Liturgical Press, Collegeville MN, 2023,
Order of St. Benedict, Pg. 1059.



BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS SCHEDULE July—December

If you are first time parents you must attend one Baptism Preparation class. Below are the dates and parishes. It doesn’t
matter what parish you attend the class as long as you attend one class.

St. Thomas the Apostle: Classes are held at St. Thomas parish office on Monday evenings at 7pm.
July 20, August 17, September 21, October 19, November 16, December 21

To sign up for a class email Terry at terry@ststhomasjohn.org

NO LATER than the MONDAY PRIOR to class.

I MdSS ln N lOnS

FOR THE WEEK ¢

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY
Saturday, July 11th

5:00 pm

+ Pat Snouffer by her family

Sunday, July 12th

8:00 am

Deba Robarge by Kelley McGeechan
10:00 am

+ Anne L. Copper - 1 year anniversary

by her family

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Saturday, July 11th

5:00 pm

1 For all prayer shawl and lap blanket recipients, living & deceased
by the STA/SJV Prayer Shawl Ministry

Sunday, July 12th

9:00 am

+ Family and Friends of the Cokinos & Sullivan Family
by Nick & Kathy Cokinos

11:00 am

1 Elizabeth Ann Valentine by Michelle Rosiek

Monday, July 13th

6:30 pm - Eucharistic Adoration (St. Thomas the Apostle)
7:30 pm (St. Thomas the Apostle)

T Carlo Addotta by Vito Addotta

Novena to St. Peregrine immediately following Mass

Tuesday, July 14th
8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)
+ Karl Nenninger by Hugh & Dorothy Cusack

Wednesday, July 15th

8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)

+ Shirley Luke by Jeannie Stroud

12:00 pm (St. John Vianney)

T Margarita Alvarez by her sister Corazon Jackson

Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help immediately following Mass

Thursday, July 16th

8:00 am - Communion Service (St. Thomas the Apostle)
Friday, July 17th

8:00 am (St. Thomas the Apostle)

+ Dolores Stanol by Jeannie and Eric Stroud

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY

Saturday, July 18th

5:00 pm (St. John Vianney)

W Alyssa & Jason - Happy 1 year Anniversary

by Gerry, Michelle, Lynn & Terry
Sunday, July 19th
8:00 am

10:00 am

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE
Saturday, July 18th

5:00 pm

T Peter Joyce by his Family

Sunday, July 19th

9:00 am

+ Mary Ryan Zanotti

by Department for Persons with Disabilities
11:00 am
T Charlotte Pachucki by Jeannie and Eric Stroud
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Upgraded A/C units will provide comfort, TOGETHER

efficiency, and reliability for years to come.

THANK YOU!
We are blessed by your gencrosity
and your commitment to our parish.

TWIGGS CENTER THRIFT SHOP

2823 ROUTE 23 STOCKHOLM, MJ HaVIng a famlly gEt together?
BASEMENT OF THE TWIGGS CENTER

First Communion or Confirmation?

twiggscenterthrift@gmail.com

Bridal shower? Baby shower?

TWIGGS CENTER

THRIFT SHOP

CLOTHES, JEWLERY, CRAFTS, HOME GOODS, BOOHS, GAMES, TOYS

or A club or association dinner?

Consider renting

Saint John Vianney’s

Madonna Hall!

For more information about booking

YOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOMED CONTACT CRISTIN
@ ¥73-670-3523

OPEN
THURSDAYS
6PM-8PM

SATURDAYS
10AM-2PM

Madonna Hall, please contact
Mrs. Cristin Gandy:

Madonnahallrentas@gmail.com,

973-670-3523.




Monday August 3 to Friday August 7,
9:00am-12:00noon

All children entering grades K-5 are invited to
participate!

We’re in need of both adult and
high school volunteers!

Email Alyssa@ststhomasjohn.org

to volunteer!

Catholic Charities HOP E HOUSE

If you can please, these are the items we are
in most need of:

CRACKERS /COOKIES
SMALL SNACKS / PASTA SAUCE
SMALL JARS of INSTANT COFFEE

Donations can be dropped off when you come
to Mass at St. Thomas or during the week at
the STA Rectory Door under the overhang. You
do not have to ring the door bell as the front
door is checked throughout the day. The food
doesn't stay there for long!

Catholic Charities Community Service,
Partnership for Social Services

FOOD PANTRY

During these uncertain economic times

our food pantry is having a hard time
keeping up with needs of those who strug-
gle to put food on their table please help.

SOUPS
COFFEE (SMALL JARS)
CEREAL / PASTA
PASTA SAUCE

You can drop off your donation of non
perishable food items or monetary dona-
tions at St. John Vianney Church OR at the
Food Pantry, Location: 48 Wyker Road,
Franklin, NJ Hours: Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 10:00am - 2:00pm

Flip top or easy open cans and or
containers work best most homeless
people cannot open cans.

Invite someone to
church next week!

Catholics that no longer practice
their faith / Non Catholics
/ People with no faith affiliation.
Introduce them to us before
or after Mass.

ALL ARE WELCOME!




14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — JULY 5, 2026

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE
Envelopes, Loose Check & Cash:  $2,052 Envelopes, Loose Checks & Cash: $4,090
Online Giving: $1,130 Online Giving: $2,085
TOTAL: $3,182 TOTAL: $6,175
Weekly Expenses: $5,598 Weekly Expenses: $6,972
Last Year: $3,068 Last Year: S5,764
A/C Project 2026: $1,500 Diocesan Assessment $110

We thank you for your continued Stewardship.

From Prayer Shawl Ministry :This June the U.S. bishops will consecrate the United States to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. To honor the feast of the Sacred Heart on June 12, heart pins will be available in the nar-
thex of STA and SJV. The heart image shows Jesus's boundless mercy and compassion for us. Take a cro-
cheted heart with you, wear it, and say His name often as a simple prayer and act of love.

To request a blessed shawl or lap blanket (which come with the promise of continued prayer )
- complete the form in the STA narthex and put in the envelope there, or

- use the form on the parish website

- email to prayershawlstasiv@gmail.com

Women'’s Spirituality Group

“In the Image of Jesus: A Woman’s Guide To Exemplifying the Life of Jesus And Making Virtuous Decisions
In A Misguided World” Join us in a relaxed and supportive discussion group where we utilize Scripture as well as
practical skills to live life in the image of God'’s Son. First and third Mondays, 6:30-7:30 pm. Call or text Janet Pfeiffer

for more info: 201-213-8499 Or email Janet@PfeifferPowerSeminars.com

THE BEREAVEMENT GATHERING

Next Meeting Wednesday, July 22 at 7:00PM STA Classrooms If you have questions please call Ma-
ria Pasterchick at 201-506-3151 or sisco9458 @gmail.com

THURSDAY'’S PRAYERFUL AND GENTLE STRETCH - COME JOIN US "Exercising the body for the sake of
the soul”

Focusing on gentle movements enhances concentration,\improving prayer and reflection.

We meet Thursday mornings at 9:30 at St Thomas the Apostle in the classrooms.
Dates: July 16, 23, 30 ¢ August 6,13,20,27

y b
Dry Goods and Monetary donations are accepted to support Hope House. m m
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"TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON”

A TIME TO BE HEALED
Prayers for the sick: Kathy Brennen, Kevin Wickert, Fumiko Lutz,
Patricia Carapola, Gail Brennan, Richard Lavelle, Stephen Vecchiotti,
Vincent Ottani, Darlene Kolakovic, Kenny Miscisak, Emily Schmidt,
Tim Lambert, Nancy, Sebastian Drelick, Frank Weber, Carole
DeCepoli, Bert DelLuca, Maryellen Leppard, Kelly Cokinos Fleming,
Sophia Brandt, Elaine M., Joey Dyl, Antionette Volpe, Paul Pini,
Jimmy Bariso, Joanne, Noreen Schuk, Danielle Peece, Chris Day,
Carmela Houlihan, Sharon VanDyke, Karen McCarthy, Robert
Martin, Ashlyn Lausch, Jim, Barbara Eckert, Sandor Heitler,
Kevin Corman, Lily, Nicholas Falzarano, Paul Farruggia, Val Ciaburri,
Thomas Sharkey, Norbert Kalokira, Michael Savage, Guy Bakera,
Shannon Murphy Flannery, Brenda, Debra Willams Robarge, Joe
Stanley Karen (Karre) Hagman, Helen O’Neill, William O’Neill,
Chrissy O’Neill, Dorothy Liaosa, Tom Umbriaco, Jr., and Dan Cioffi.

A TIME TO MOURN
Prayers for the deceased: Joseph Spagna, Carol Corazza, Amy

Alheidt, Dominick Restuccia, Helen Engle, Stanley Fautas,
Robert Michael Allender Il, Alfanso Bruccoleri, Lynda McTigue,
Karen Dulfer, Joe Carrier, William “Bill” Feuss, John Golden,
Noreen Nuzzo, William Marone and Ed & Grace Battaglia,
Richard Sandervan, Rosina Gleeson, Mary Ann Castiglia, Rich
Day, Dolly Petrosino, Dorothy Konner, Diana J. Matthews, June
Day, Joseph Farawell, Anne Cooper, Peter Joyce, Tommy Klein,
Andy Dambach, Rick DeYoung, John Gleason, Dolores M.
Urcinole, Angela Feldman, Brenda Nussbaum, Frank Bagnati,
Anthony Tran, Zdzislaw Lewicki, Jack Furman, Lillian Agovino,
Courtney Sanchelli, Joan Castringnano, Robert Paiva, Adreinn
Kovacs, Jim Hastings, Krzysztof J. Sek, Mrs. Lopez, Agapita
Espinosa, Michael Smith, Rick Karas, Katherine Kaiser, Lynne
Renard, Glenn Shepherd, Peg Schumann, Mary Ryan Zanotti,
Michael Fleming and Donna Gagliardi.

A TIME FOR PEACE
We pray for those in our parish who are+ currently serving in the
armed forces especially: Staff Sgt. Antoino Lettizia, USMC, OSSN
(SW) Anthony S. Gambuti, US Navy, Captain Andrew Verdes, Haley
Kerrison Ltl, Army, 2nd Lt. Clara Fetter, USMC, USAF Airman
Andrew Babich, Chaplin Major Jhon Madrid, Airman Gianna Perez,
USAF and Lt. Col. Colleen O’Brien, Army, Paul Letizia Sergeant
USMC, Sergeant Thomas J. Soules Ill, US Army, PFC Thomas Young,
Army National Guard and PFC Thomas Young, Army, PFC Kyle
Peters, Army, Nicholas Roberts, US Navy, Petty Officer Miguel A.
Rodriguez USN and Ret. Master Chief Miguel Rodriguez, USN In honor

of the Military serving our country at home and abroad, we invite you to recite three
(3) Hail Mary's for their safety. We also pray for the family and friends of those listed
above.

BAPTISM

Baptisms are held at both parishes. If you are a
first time parents you must attend a Baptism
Preparation class. Baptism Classes are held
Mondays at STA 7:00pm and Saturdays at SV
10:00am check our website for dates.

For more information and to register for
Baptism: www.ststhomasjohn.org

MARRIAGES

Prior to your booking of the reception, please call the
Parish Office 1 year in advance of the wedding date
to allow for proper pre-marital preparation.

Knights of Columbus C il Meeti

St. John Vianney Council #12649 meets at Saint
John Vianney the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each

month at 7:30 pm.

Joseph Lamb Council #5510 meets on the 1st &
3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Wiegand
Farm.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: A parishioner is one who
belongs to the parish family. As such, they are regis-
tered and committed through participation in the
life of the parish. In order for marriages to be
administered and for Sponsor Certificates,
recommendations, etc. to be issued by the
office, the person requesting must be a regis-
tered online: ststhomasjohn.org and active
member of Saint John Vianney or Saint Thomas
the Apostle.

We request that you register when you move into
our community so that we may be of service to you.
Please use the QR code register.

“If any person may have been abused by any
priest, they should immediately contact their
local County Prosecutor’s Office and Diocese’s
Victims Assistance Coordinator: Dr. Ken McNeil
at 973-879-1489. You may also be in touch with
either of the Diocesan Response Officers:
Rev. Msgr. T. Mark Condon, Vicar General and
Moderator of the Curia, 973-777-8818 Ext. 205 or
Sister Theresa Lee, FMA, Chancellor / Delegate
for Religious, 973-777-8818 Ext. 248. The entire
text of the Policy of the Diocese of Paterson in
Response to Complaints of Sexual Abuse is
available on the diocesan Web site:

www.patersondiocese.org.

The Schools of the Catholic Academy of Sussex County --- 973-729-6125 ext. 3055

REV. GEORGE A. BROWN SCHOOL
Pre-K to Grade 4

POPE JOHN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Grade 5to 7

POPE JOHN XXIIl HIGH SCHOOL
Grade 8 to 12
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